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ABSTRACT

Islamist groups in Somalia define themselves bir thgposition. From the pre-
Islamist movement of Mohammed Hassan in the niméteeentury to al-ltihaad al-
Islaami in the twentieth to al-Shabaab in the twdinst, Islamism exists as a form of
resistance against the dominant power of the endh&more these Islamist groups have
all been influenced by the type of state in whiokytexist, be it colonial, independent, or
failed. This work seeks to examine the relationg@fween the uniquely Somali form of
Islamism and the state. Through use of historieabrds, modern media, and existing
scholarship this dissertation will chart the depeh@nt of Islamism in Somalia from the
colonial period to the present and explore theimahip Somali Islamism has with

various forms of state.
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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

Stephen Prothero has described Islam as the mpsttamt religion in the world.
Prothero writes that “the nineteenth and twentgsthturies may have belonged to
Christianity. The twenty-first belongs to IslarhThis is in part due to the fact that Islam
is the fastest growing religion in the world buig@because Islam occupies a
disproportionate amount of media attention. Itasgble that, at least in part, this interest
in Islam is due to the violence associated witarfshnd the perceived anti-Western
beliefs of some very vocal Muslims. From AyatolRbhollah Khomeini’s referencing
the United States as “the great Satan” to the eenemgof al-Qaeda and the embassy
bombings in Kenya and Tanzania in 1998, the atbacthe USS Cole in 2000, the 9/11
attacks, and the subsequent wars in Iraq and Afgtaemy media coverage of Islam often
relates to hostile words or acts of violence.

There are a significant number of books aboutriden available. Books by
journalists, such as Peter Berged@ly War, Inc; by individuals with a particular
political agenda, such as Daniel Pipktlitant Islam Reaches Amerigand by scholars,
such as Gilles Kepel'dihad: The Trail of Political Islamand so on. Works by John
Esposito and Olivier Roy have become fixtures asstoom discussions. Most of these
works are a part of the Islamic Studies Bubble titaurred post-9/11 when there was a

new rush to study Islam, particularly Islam of armaiolent or extremist bent. Because

! Stephen Prother@od is Not One: the eight rival religions that rtire world and why their differences
matter. New York:Harper One, 2010). P. 63.
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this rush to study Islam was precipitated by alsiegent, most of those works focus on
people or groups related to that event e.g. al-@a®dama bin Laden, the Taliban, etc.

It would be a mistake, however, to assume thatghriod of violence means
there is a “clash of civilizations” as some wolilélus to believé.Instead, this can be
seen as a clash within Islam--a clash between tvbsehave a stricter interpretation of
the Qur'an and what Islam should be and those velve B more progressive view of the
faith. The conflict is not between Islam and thesiMaut between Islam and modernity
and between those who see the two as compatibléhasd who do not, a topic to be
discussed later in this work.

Much of the existing scholarship that seeks tdarhis conflict consists of
books and articles about Wahhabism or the Musliothi&grhood or the Taliban or al-
Qaeda. They are found in bookstores, journals naaghzines in abundance.
Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Egypt and Saudi Arabiaénhegcome the focal points for much
of the scholarship about Islam and Islamism. Antth\gbod reason. Many significant
Islamist figures and thinkers come from or have/@tha significant role in these
countries. But Islamist ideology is not limitedttese five countries.

Books like Ahmed RashidEhe Talibarand Richard Mitchell’s 196Society of
Muslim Brotherglescribed contemporary movements but also lookeki &atheir
origins. This work is in that same vein an examorabf a modern movement that looks
back historically at the circumstances and contexthich that movement came into

being.

2 This refers to Samuel Huntington’s article an@fatook of the same name.
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This work seeks to examine an often overlooked gfatte world and explain the
role Islamism has played there. Somalia has begeliawritten off, mainly due to its
failed-state status. This work will argue that thiexra uniquely Somali brand of
Islamism--one that combines Islamist ideology v8thmali nationalism and is used first
and foremost as a means of resistance. To deshbrgeersion of Islamism, this work
will examine Somalia’s religious and political pasta way to explain its present. | will
look at Islamist movements from the colonial peri®883-1960), the dictatorship of
Said Barre (1969-1991), and the failed-state pgdl®@1-present), and | will explore
how various Islamist groups responded during edthese time periods as well as how
Islamists in Somalia have developed over time. Whilsculminate in a closer
examination of the Islamic Courts Union and itshtiotal-Shabaabarguably the two
most successful Islamist groups in the country.

Methodology

Somalia is a difficult place to study for numeraoaasons. First, given the chaotic
and all too often violent environment that Somaka been for the past two decades,
travel there has been fairly restricted. This is cgason there has been limited
scholarship on the country during that period. Matthe existing scholarship on
Somalia either took place before the fall of therBaegime in 1991 or focuses on the
semi-autonomous regions of Somaliland and Puntlawith, of which have more stability
and security than southern Somalia. This lack bbErship means it is difficult to
engage with recent scholarly sources as they areescThe few scholarly works that do

exist, such as those by Ahmed Samatar, Abdi IsBaaitatar, Peter D. Little, Kenneth



Menkhaus, and Bruce Davidson, largely examine théigal difficulties in Somalia.
Those texts are critically valuable and will be aged later as issues of state are central
to this work, however, those works are politicahature and do not spend significant
amounts of time dealing with the religious landscapSomalia. In fact, the first, and as
of this writing, only scholarly book on al-Shaba8&iig Jarle HansenAl-Shabaab in
Somalia literately was published the day before this woes defended.

As traditional scholarship is somewhat limitedealative means of research were
necessary. Islamist groups have a presence ontdraét, whether they run their own
websites, participate in chat rooms or messagadbpar engage in social media. Here
we get direct access to members of a given groupedkness, though, is determining
whether one is who they claim to be. Anyone care@ssa member of al-Shabaab in a
given Internet forum, but that does not mean theynano they claim to be. Internet
sources such as these are useful but must be uisedane.

A second source is news. Some good journalisntoime out of Somalia, Jeffrey
Gettleman’s reporting for the New York Times, faaenple. Decent reporting is
necessary for understanding contemporaneous evangpiring on the ground. Again,
there is the question of the source of the newsttis work, well established, respected
news outlets were used, not the random blog orpegje of an individual who may have
a passing interest in the Horn of Africa.

A third, and critically valuable, source or resgmmare NGO reports. The

International Crisis Group, for example, has praadla number of in-depth reports about

* Stig Jarle Hanserl-Shabaab in Somalia: The History and Ideologg ddilitant Islamist Group 2005-
2012 (New York: Columbia University Press, 2013).
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Somalia over the past few years. NGOs typicallyehascess to people a lone academic
researcher may not have. As such, these reporissiremental in the study of Somalia.
A Brief History of Pre-Colonial Somalia

Islam has had a connection with Somalia from thg early stages of Islam’s
existence. In 614 CE, in what is known as the fifga, a small group of Muslims fled
persecution in Mecca and made their way acros&thieof Aden to the Kingdom of
Axum, in what is modern-day northern Ethiopia, i&at, Djibouti, coastal Sudan, and
northern Somalia. They landed at the port townafaZ(Somalia). Ashama ibn Abjar
was the Negus or king of Axum and a Christian, iameas believed he would be
sympathetic to the Muslims’ plight. He was andakal them to stay in his kingdom. In
616, a second wave of Muslims, led by Ja’far ibm Rddib, cousin of the prophet
Muhammad and brother of Ali the fourth caliph, mékeir way to Axunt: Some
traditions have Ja'far converting the Negus fromiganity to Islam, and there is a
tradition by some in these East African countriesl@ming to be related to the caliph
Ali through Ja’far. While some of the initial grogb Muslims returned to Mecca, it is
believed that at least some remained in AXuffoday nearly all Somalis are Sunni

Muslims and less than one percent of Somalis ar&si@n)°

* Enrico Cerulli, “Ethiopia’s Relations with the Mira World” in Africa from the seventh to eleventh
centuries M. El Fasi and Ivan Hrbek, ed. (UNESCO Publishingris, 1988). P. 575.

® |bid. 575-576.

® Library of Congress Country Study



In fact, migration to the Horn continued well aftkis first hijra’ Muslims
fleeing conflict within the Abbasid Caliphate iretiighth century fled to the Benaadir
coast and founded the port city of Mogadiéhu.

Conflict continued between the Muslims and Meccarsntually causing
Muhammad to lead his people to Medina in 622 (tihise is the more commonly known
hijra). The two groups continued to struggle, bpBB0 the Muslims defeated the
Meccans in Arabia. This changed the nature of étegionship between those in the Horn
of Africa and their now-Muslim trading partners. 8ims had a firm grip on Arabia, and
traders and merchants were spreading the worceiRitiin. Arabs crossed the Red Sea
and began to convert the Somdlis.

The coast city of Mogadishu became one of the &rged most significant areas
of trade. When the Moroccan explorer lIbn Battutaved in 1331, he wrote Mogadishu
“is a town endless in its size” and “the people gwererful merchants'® Early explorers
describe the Somali people as dark-skinned or lB#ckers, a reference to the largely
Muslim, native North African people.

The peak of Somali culture and power in the prexaiall years came during the
Ajuuraan Sultanate from the fourteenth through seenth centuries. The Sultanate
ruled large sections of the Horn of Africa throuflke manipulation of water. By

controlling wells and using engineering to helptcolrivers, the Ajuuraan were able to

" Not to be confused the more well-known hijra fritacca to Medina in 622.

8 David D. Laitin,Politics, Language and Thought: the Somali Expexéer(Chicago, The University of
Chicago Press, 1977). P.46

® Ahmed I. SamataSocialist Somalia: Rhetoric and Realiffondon: Zed Books, 1988). P 12.

19 Abu Abdalla Ibn Battutalbn Battuta in Black Africaranslated and edited by Said Hamdun and Noel
King. (London, Rex Collings, 1975). P. 16.

.M. Lewis, A Modern History of Somalia: Nation and State ia torn of Africa (London, Longman
Publishing Group, 1980). P.20
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solidify their domination over the Hori.The Ajuuraan were involved in widespread
trade going as far as to trade with the Ming dypasChina®®

During the sixteenth century, the Portuguese Empade inroads into East
Africa. They had their eyes on Mogadishu, whiclegiits size and significance, would
have been a major victory. But the Ajuuraan welle &dbrepeatedly fend off Portuguese
attacks, and Mogadishu was never captured.

After the Ajuuraan Sultanate collapsed in the 17d0e to the rise of the Oromo
and other groups in the area, Mogadishu fell utiiecontrol of the Geledi Sultanate. By
1892, the city was under the joint control of btite Geledi and the Sultan of Zanzibar. It
is at this point that the Italians make their watpiSomalia.

Chapter Outline

This dissertation is essentially divided into twartg. The first part, consisting of
chapters two through five, provides much of thedmisal and theoretical background to
the text. Here the chapters deal with the threenagias of the work (colonialism, failed
states, and Islamism) and ground them firmly in Skem The second part, chapters six
through nine, look at two recent Somali Islamigiugrs (the Islamic Courts Union aat
Shabaapand demonstrate how they are descendants dfealslamist groups that have
become before them; it shows how they embody tiguety Somali Islamism that has
been passed down to them.

Chapter two will be a literature review. Some @& thajor figures who shaped the

thinking and outlook of this project will be exarath This will encompass readings that

12 Randall L. PouweldHorn and Crescent: Cultural Change and Traditiofglam on the East African
Coast 800-190Q0(Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1987). P4sl6.
13 Reginald CouplandEast Africa and its Invader§Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1961). P 37.
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pertain to colonialism in Africa, Islamic thougitparticular as it pertains to issues of
politics and the state, and modern theories oéstahe works of major scholars such as
Frantz Fanon, Ashis Nandy, John Esposito and Georgnsen among others will be
discussed in this chapter.

Chapter three will look at the colonial period iongalia. It will examine the role
that both the Italian and the British played in thgion and the effects colonialism had
on developing statehood in the country. Chaptesetlaiso looks at the resistance
movement of Mohammed Hassan to the British occapatiassan’s movement was the
first religiously inspired resistance in Somalial gmovides the template for later Islamist
movements. The British dubbed him the “Mad Mullaint attempted to create an
identity for him as someone who was crazy andef.tfihis was a blatant attempt to
discredit Hassan and his followers, but it alsvsgéras an example of the more powerful
nation-state trying to undermine and defeat thekeleanemy in a cultural context as
opposed to a strictly military one. Here the Bhtisere trying to define Hassan in order
to destroy his credibility. It is also possiblettkttze British legitimately believed that
Hassan was inferior and by attributing negativeratigristics to him they were
reinforcing their own preconceived notions of themand his people. Defining the Other
is a central part of colonialism, and the examplel@ssan will be used as a case study of
sorts. Hassan was a precursor to the modern Islamgement and therefore worthy of
discussion.

Somali Islamism did not develop in a vacuum. Iswagproduct of whatever local

situation existed on the ground and the influerfdslamist thought from around the



Muslim world. Any discussion of the development amitlience of Islamism would be
remiss if there were not discussion of Hassan alrRBaSayyid Qutb, the Muslim
Brotherhood and the emergence of modern Islanusight. These early thinkers played
a large part in influencing the ideology of latem&ali Islamists. This will be the subject
of chapter four. Additionally, early Islamist graipuch as the Somali Islamic League
and its connections to the Muslim Brotherhood iyfigand Wahhabism in Saudi Arabia
will also be examined in chapter four. It is @dito examine how much of Somali
Islamism has been influenced by the developmertgiamist ideology outside of
Somalia’s borders. This chapter will serve asaéf@tm for a discussion of the
relationship between Islam and state in a broaeieses
Chapter five will be an exploration of the notioinfailed states. The

development of states and the Westphalian modebwitritiqued. Somalia has largely
been dismissed due to its failed-state status.ctlilrent thinking about failed states will
be laid out and critiqued.

Chapters six looks at the Said Barre regintethan bring us up to date. The
Islamic Courts Union (ICU) was briefly able to gaontrol of the southern half of
Somalia in 2006, something no one had done sireéthof the Barre regime. This
chapter will look at the collapse of the Barre negiand the formation and successes of
the ICU and why and how it so quickly collapsediswill lead directly into chapter
seven which will look at the ICU’s major offshoat;Shabaab, and its role in the Somali
Civil War. Al-Shabaab has had many successes gnelad many setbacks, all of which

will be explored in the chapter.



One of al-Shabaab’s more interesting successessomecruitment. In chapter
eight, al-Shabaab’s online media presence, usecidlanedia, and ability to recruit
members via online activities will be explored. Whmapact recruiting non-Somalis has
on the group and what that means for the developofdalamism in Somalia will be
explored. In addition the case of the Somali-Anmerg&cwho have been recruited, most
notably the group from Minneapolis, Minnesota, Wi discussed. This trend of young
Somalis returning to Somalia is an example of aiglab’s expanding its reach beyond
Somalia’s borders, and this shift from the tradhtb local focus of Islamist groups is
significant.

The final chapter will wrap up of all that has eirefore. How colonialism in
Somalia laid the groundwork for the emergence laiiésm and how the failed-state
status allowed this development to continue wilbaltied together. The last chapter will
also serve as a policy paper or white paper. ldbast how the United States
government and other Western powers should prooefeture dealings with Somalia
will be presented. Was the Transitional Federal€Bioment a success? Should the U.S.
engage directly with members of al-Shabaab andhardslamists? If so, in what way
and with what limitations if any?

Somalia’s Current Status

The Transitional Federal Government (TFG) was distada in 2004 to

reestablish a national government in Somalia. lisdate officially ended in August

2012. The scope of this work ends just prior tolthedover of power, so much of what is
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discussed takes place during the reign of the TIH@t said, it is worth addressing the
current status as much as possible, which | wilheéiee and again in the last chapter.
Much of the TFG’s efforts were spent fighting Isiata and establishing security,
and as a result less emphasis was placed on rigtguitte infrastructure and social
welfare. Nevertheless, under the TFG the Roadma&mtbthe Transition was put into
place!* A new Constitution was drafted; a new Parliameas ywut into place; and former
university professor and civic activist, Hassanih®&ohamud was elected Presidénht.
The new Constitution emphasizes Somalia’s Islarmatare. It was written this
way, in part, to suggest to Islamists that theicgavill be heard. To that extent, Article 1
states, “After Allah the Almighty, all power is \ted in the people and can only be
exercised in accordance with the Constitution &edaw and through the relevant
institutions.™® Shari’a is mentioned in the Constitution eightesnand the Constitution
is “based on the foundations of the Holy Quran @x@dSunna of our prophet Mohamed
(PBUH) and protects the higher objectives of Sharénd social justice:”Islam is the
religion of the state and “no religion other thataim can be propagated in the countfy.”

Islam is to be taught in both public and privatecsis®®

4 Somalia: End of Transition Roadmap.
http://unpos.unmissions.org/Portals/UNPOS/Repogt@0UNPOS/110906%20-
%20Initialled%20Roadmap%20%28The%20Annex%29.pdf

15 Garowe Online. “Somalia Federal Parliament elefgtssan Sheikh Mohamud as President.”
http://www.garoweonline.com/artman2/publish/Som&atiz/Somalia_Federal_Parliament_elects Hassan_S
heikh_Mohamud_as_President.shivithamed was elected through indirect electionhgyrhembers of
the Federal Parliament, not through a direct edadby the people of Somalia.

% The Federal Republic of Somalia: Provisional Ciomson. Article 1.
http://www.somaliweyn.com/pages/news/Aug_12/Som&ianstitution English_ FOR_WEB.pdf

7 |bid. Article 3.

'8 |bid. Article 2.

19 bid. Article 30.
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Despite the new government and the successfui@ieand transition of power
from the TFG to the Federal Government of Sométiarecent successful military
action against Islamist extremist forces, and tictte a devastating famine, Somalia is
still in a delicate position. Weapons are abunda®omalia. Al-Shabaab, though
weakened, still exists and was able to carry owssassination attempt on the new
president two days after his election. Povertyilshggh, and the number of refugees and
internally displaced persons is significant. Somalpears to be moving in the right

direction, but there is still a long way to go.
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Chapter 2
LITERATURE REVIEW

This project examines three subject areas witrerStbmali context--colonialism,
state theory and Islamism. All of these have sigaift theoretical histories and, as case
studies, have been applied to various areas arttvenglobe. The grand scope of the
project seeks to apply each of these to Somaligydfore that can be done there must be
a basic understanding of the prevailing theorigsosuding colonialism, state theory and
Islamism. In addition to these subject areas, thts@ must be an examination of the
prevailing literature on Somalia itself. All of the will be discussed in this chapter.

It should be noted that the texts discussed hreréhase that most shaped the
viewpoint of this larger work. In some cases, lesgwholeheartedly with their
arguments, and in some cases | do not. But thesalldrooks that have had an impact on
their chosen field and, thus, were chosen accolyling
Somalia

One of the most well-known scholars of Somalides danthropologist and
historian loan (I.M.) Lewis. His worBlood and Bonés the definitive work on the clan
and its importance in Somaff3Almost all other works on Somalia and the Somali
people will make reference to the clan, this orstuitled, as the clan is central to
understanding Somali politics and history. Lewigirwties the clan system to

nationalism and shows its import in the historysoimalia. It is to Lewis that all

% |oan M. Lewis.Blood and Bone: The Call of Kinship in Somali Stcié_awrenceville, NJ: Red Sea
Press, 1994).
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subsequent Somali scholars owe a debt of gratfard@aking the clan system
accessible.

All of that said, there are two fundamental flawd ewis’ work: one of emphasis,
the other of omission. Lewis’ description of thare, while good, is unchanging. Lewis
sees clans as fixed in time, and issues of mogeanid increasing urbanization have not
affected the clan system in any fundamental wa. ddilapse of the Barre regime and
the ensuing dependency on clans, Lewis contendissapport his thesis. Lewis’ view is
unrealistic, however. Socioeconomic shifts in thardry are going to affect any number
of societal elements including the clans. Varialarhist groups and other non-state
actors have tried, with varying degrees of sucdesabandon or circumvent the clan.
There is a trend of de-emphasizing the clan in $iama

The second flaw is the lack of attention givendlar. In any country in which
ninety-nine percent of the populace is of the seghigion, religion is inevitably
important to the understanding of that country. lseacknowledges Islam but does not
include it as central element of Somali society #retefore not central to Somali
nationalism and the political landscape. This ssgaificant oversight in botBlood and
Boneand his earlier workdA Modern History of Somalid This work will instead argue
that Islam in general and Islamism in particula famdamental aspects of Somali

nationalism, from the resistance of Mohammed Aladulassan to the present.

2| M. Lewis, A Modern History of the Somali: Fourth Editi¢Athens: Ohio University Press, 2002).
14



Political scientist and Somali parliamentarian AldnS$amatar argues that too
much emphasis has been placed on the clan syétdemsays the clan is an outdated and
increasingly insignificant aspect of Somali sociétthile it may have been of value at
some point in the past, it has lost that value moustomary and Islamic lawéerand
shariarespectively) are more important than the claratBomalia collapsed after the
Barre regime fell had to do more with the lack ofifical leadership than the power of
the clan system. In this | think Samatar is corrkeetvis’ work is a great examination of
how the clan system worked, but it ends there. &atian standing in contrast to Lewis,
Samatar takes up the issue of clan and bringshitetonodern day, where it is decidedly
less influential.

If the clan is central to understanding Somaliastpso is the tradition of
storytelling and poetry. This tradition is exemiglif in the work of historian Said S.
Samatar. Hi©ral Poetry and Somali Nationalisis ostensibly a history of Mohammad
Hassan but seen through the lens of his literamk{idassan was a prolific poet).
Samatar’s work shows the importance of the ordliticn in Somalia and emphasizes
Hassan'’s role as a political poet. The one drawlohtkis approach is that it
deemphasizes Hassan’s importance as a militaryedigibus leader. The strength of the
work really lies in its portrayal of poetry as anrinsic part of Somali culture particularly

among the more nomadic and rural Somalis.

22 Ahmed I. Samatar, e@he Somali Challenge: From Catastrophe to Rene\{@dilder: Lynne Rienner
Publishers, 1994).
% 3aid S. SamataQral Poetry and Somali Nationalis(@ambridge: Cambridge University press, 1982).
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The clan system sets Somalia apart from much ofvtiréd, particularly the West.
It adds to the “otherness” of Somalia. Additionatlye so-called failed-state status,
which will be discussed in detail later, is an @amiment in which most people have no
direct experience. That also adds to the imagided of Somalia. Since the end of the
colonial period, Somalia has been an independenbdeacy, socialist dictatorship, and
so-called failed state. One constant during atheke eras is the Islamist group. There
have been numerous Islamist groups in Somalia, sfwaich will be detailed in later
chapters, but throughout them all there has bgmitarn of behavior. These groups tend
to have early successes. They are able to becarothinant force in a given town, for
example. They do things such as provide educabiamthe use of the narcotic plant
gaat decrease violence, etc. These are all seen akthgimgs by the citizens. However,
the Islamists will eventually overreach. They walke actions such as banning mixed-
gender gatherings enforcing more traditionallyrtstadress instead of Western dress,
and, enforcindhududpunishments such as amputation of limbs or stomtty Once the
overreach occurs, the once supportive citizens pask. This is a pattern that has
repeated itself time and time again as will be destrated through the course of this
work.
Colonialism

Colonialism is a broad topic. A later chapter wlibcuss colonialism in Somalia
specifically, but here colonialism and its brodudretical aspects will be the subject.
One of the issues confronting the study of Afreghie tendency to lump all African

states together as if they have one shared histagyperience. While it can be useful to
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have general theories regarding colonialism and Afsigan countries were affected by
their colonial experiences, it is also true thatheeountry has had unique experiences as
well. In other words, what may be generally trighe African experience with
colonialism may not be specifically true when itrees to Somalia. Nevertheless, without
those general theories, the discussion of the Smolainial period will be lacking.

Crawford Young, in his discussion of states, mdkesclaim that the idea of state
in the modern sense is defined by a country’sioglahip to notion of the Western state.
In other words, if a state does not fit the EuropA@anerican normative idea of state, it is
considered deviant. “In one way or another casgesheory perceives all of these
variants as deviant, whether by pathological fltve totalitarian state), by temporal
sequence (the underdeveloped state), or by clestsifn as exotic other (the Islamic state
as “orientalism”?* Many of these “deviant” concepts can be appliethe African state.
Yes, there are totalitarian regimes in Africa a8l @& underdeveloped or so-called failed
states. Additionally, Africa is the very definitiaf exotic in the Western mind, even in
the post-colonial era. African states are consid@xotic in some cases due to religion
(be it Islam or traditional African religions) oultural practices. By placing Africa in the
realm of the exotic or deviant, African automatigdlecomes “the Other.”

Colonialism is at its core an egotistical exercidanay be exploitive, racist, and

violent, but it is also vain. The colonial powhiriks it has a better way of doing things

and seeks to force that way onto the colonized.

24 crawford YoungThe African Colonial State in Comparative PerspeziNew Haven, Yale University
Press, 1994). P. 18
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Africa, prior to the arrival of European powerssweot a land of political chaos.
There were organized political structures in pladéhether it was a clan or tribe or
kingdom, political structure existed. It was theemention by colonial powers that
derailed these kingdonisWe do not know what would have happened to thektaal
structures if there were no colonial interventidfrican historian Basil Davidson argues
that they could have developed along a trajectionylar to that of Japan when the feudal
society reformed itself from within during the Mefestoration and emerged a modern
nation-state? This is, of course, mere speculation, and we casempwith any authority
that any or all African communities would have pexgsed upon a similar path. What we
can say with authority is that the colonial peri@dted the natural development of many
African states and forced upon them political medkdveloped by non-African cultures
out of non-African histories.

We know the general story of colonialism. A cobirpower comes in and
creates arbitrary borders, not factoring in regdifike tribal territories and grazing
patterns, and begins to exploit both the natussdueces of the land and the native
inhabitants for their own financial and geopolitigain. Unfortunately, once the African
colonial period ended, it was not as if communitiesld simply return to the way they
were pre-colonialism. Borders were establishedrandgnized by the world at large,
and it was not financially feasible to not do besis with former colonial powers thus,

said powers still had some semblance of controt their former territories.

% Basil DavidsonThe Black Man’s Burden: Africa and the Curse of aion-State(New York: Three
Rivers Press, 1993).
% |bid. pp 40-42.
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There was an attempt in Somalia, for exampleritggkall Somalis together as
one nation after the colonial period ended. Duthegcolonial period, Somalia had been
divided into three different colonies, French,ital and British. Somalis were spread
among all three colonial areas plus parts of KeamydEthiopia. While Somalis may all
be part of one ethnic group and one religion, #weydivided along clan lines. Those clan
divisions, as well as the effects of colonial dimtss, caused the effort to create one
cohesive Somalia to fall apart.

Crawford Young points out that some of the elemémit make up a state are
missing from the colonial state. He argues thaafstate to be a state, sovereignty is
required. The colonized state lacked sovereigusts it is controlled by another.
Second, he says the colonized state was not aniadte international scene. This is
somewhat debatable, as the colonized state, byitiefi, had relations with a (foreign)
colonial power. This relationship may have beegatige and exploitative, but it was a
relationship nevertheless. Colonized states wetrequal trading partners nor parties in
any type of treaties, but they were involved, eveéangentially, in the international
sphere, as a supplier of goods and labor. Thioding argues that colonized states were
denied nationhood. Nation implies a natural comityurnThe people of a nation share a
history and ethos that is not necessarily definetidsders. In Young’s definition, nation
and state are not synonymous. Due to the lack\areignty, the lack of international
activity, and the lack of nationhood, Young conssdiie colonized state not a true state

but rather a subdivision of state.
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The common theme in Young'’s critique of a colodistate as a state is the lack
of freedom. Colonized states lack the freedonotdrol what goes on within their
borders; they lack the freedom to engage in intevnal trade or treaties; and the people
of the state are forced together rather than dpugyan any naturally occurring way.

Philosopher and political scientist Achille Mbem®&n the Postcolony
epitomizes the conventional understanding of therial experiencé’ Colonial powers’
main purpose was to exploit the people and resswta particular area. Yet they felt
the need to ‘civilize’ them as well. Colonizers ghtito educate the colonized, both in an
intellectual and a religious sense. The coloningre the source of power, and when
they left that sense of power was transferred w maers. The power of these rulers is
exaggerated, and they have become mythologized.Aegan rulers have simply
replaced old colonial ones.

Another aspect of the colonial experience is tiséifjaation the colonial powers
gave for their actions. Political psychologist Ashiandy tries to explain this rationale in
his work, The Intimate Enemy: Loss and Recovery of Self UGdmnialism*® The
common explanation for colonialism offered by Mbemtiat the colonial powers were
trying to “civilize” the “barbaric” Africans whilesimultaneously expanding their own
empires and spheres of influence, is not dispuyedndy, but he believes these
explanations do not go far enough. He believesthaae is an innate desire for
domination within humanity. It manifests itselfanvariety of ways, including men over

women, adults over children, and the modern ovestvage. These polarities define the

27 Achille Mbembe On the Postcolony(Berkley: University of California Press, 2001.)
2 Ashis NandyThe Intimate Enemy: Loss and Recovery of Self UBd&mialism (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1983).
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relationship between the colonizers and the cokmhiilandy uses the British in India as
his case study, but the general theory can beeapfii other colonial powers in other
locations. The colonial powers represented progresshievements in science,
technology and cultural development, and thereaveallective psychological need to
put these developments into action.

Nandy does not limit his discussion to the psyobwlof the colonizing power but
also engages the mindset of the colonized. He artna¢ colonization “colonizes minds
in addition to bodies® This means that the colonial powers exist everyeheot just in
a physical structure or a presence in the strbatsn the minds and attitudes of the
colonized.

One observation that is worth pointing out is dietinction Nandy makes
between the elites and the non-elites. The noaseliive an easier time resisting the
colonized mind than the elites, who deal on a ndainect basis with the colonizing
powers. Proximity to the colonizers, it seems, dragffect on the degree to which the
colonized mind takes hold. Nandy is quick to paiat that that does not mean that the
elites are any less authentic in their Indianes$éais using India as his examples) but
that they represent one strata of Indian societyevthe non-elites represent another.

Another example of the colonized taking on thender's mentality is
demonstrated in post-colonial scholar Mahmood Manisi&Vhen Victims Become
Killers. Mamdani’'s book seeks to explain why the Rwandamogide occurred. His
argument is that Belgium, the colonial power thé¢d Rwanda from the 1920s to the

1960s, intentionally created ethnic strife betwdenHutu and the Tutsi. The Belgians

29 Nandy, xi.
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supported Tutsis politically, so they created amuoft Tutsi ethnic superiority. They
claimed that Tutsi had larger skulls and thus labgains making them intellectually
superior. Tutsi skin was lighter than Hutu skirvigg rise to the idea that Tutsi had some
Caucasian ancestf§ All of this is demonstrably false and even laudbabday, but it

led to segmenting of the Rwandan people and etlivision that eventually culminated

in the Rwandan genocide of 1994.

Mamdani's work shows the bifurcation of variougiéén societies. Mamdani
argues that colonial powers split the native intaalis into citizens (primarily urban) and
subjects (primarily rurali* Upon leaving, the colonial powers left the urbéizens in
charge. But these urban citizens did not earn tigdit to govern; they were given power
by the former colonial masters. Mamdani suggeststttis legacy of colonialism has led
to negative consequences for Africa’s present. Btiiscation eventually led to uprisings
against those in power and/or corruption by theskisng to maintain their unearned
power. Either way, this bifurcation has, Mamdarmggests, led to the stagnation of many
African nations.

Like Nandy, Mamdani is looking at the effects ofarbalism on a specific
country, but Mamdani does somewhat support botrdjand Mbembe’s conclusions.
Mbembe argues that colonizers want to exploit #itenal resources of an area, which the
Belgians certainly did, but also to transfer poteethose “deserving” of it, in this case,

the supposedly more evolved Tutsi. Nandy sugghatsiie more tied to the colonizer

% Mahmood MamdanWhen Victims Become Killers: Colonialism, Nativismg the Genocide in
Rwanda.(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001) 48<!8.

31 Mahmood Mamdani. Citizen and Subject: Contempo#drica and the Legacy of Late Colonialism.
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996).
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one is, the more likely one is to identify with theThe Belgians placed Tutsi in
positions of political power and convinced themytvere superior. Tutsi maintained that
air of superiority until the Hutu majority finallyained control of the country. Mamdani’s
work is an example of how one can use the exanoimati a particular country or a case
study to illustrate part of a larger colonial theor

Somalis are a homogeneous ethnic group, but tmergisions along clan lines.
Interestingly enough, in Somalia it was not theoo@! powers who divided the people
along clan lines but the Somali political estabiigmt itself. There is often talk of
transcending clan divisions--Siad Barre spoke géiteventually came to rely primarily
on his own clan. The Islamic Courts sought to moegond the clan, yet inter-clan
rivalry forced them to restructure the court systeraccommodate the clan system. Al-
Shabaab often claims to be above clan divisiortsyaay sub-groups within al-Shabaab
operate within the clan system. The clan systesioisly eroding, as evidenced in part
by these movements to do away with the clan, beantstill be a structure for people to
fall back on if support is needed.

At one point the psychological need for dominatiook the form of military
expansion, acquiring territory and creating newiaand political structures for the
“savage” people of Africa. Today that need is thedbugh aid and nation-building. No
longer considered savage (“Third World” is the risavage”) but still dependent upon
the Western world, the people of Africa are giverney and medicine (developed by
advanced Western science and technology). Iniadditestern views of democracy and

human rights are exported as well. That psycholdgieed to be dominant, to change
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“the other” into something more like us, still esislt just manifests itself differently. Aid
is seen by some as a means for Western powergpoAfecan states in some form of
subjugation. The effects of colonialism have fanf disappeared.

When discussing colonialism, it is difficult to agsd-rantz Fanon’s workhe
Wretched of the Earthor that matter, when discussifge Wretched of the Eartit,is
hard to avoid the topic of violence. The advocathgiolence is the common
interpretation of Fanon’s work. Imperial powers iaglke and maintain power through the
use of violence. In a ‘fight fire with fire’ approl, Fanon advocates the use of violence
against the imperial powers in order to achievertion. Violence when done by the
oppressed is akin to an affirmation of life. Theg abandoning their victimhood and
adopting a liberating mentality. In situations ihiah there was a peaceful independence
such as in Zambia (formerly Northern Rhodesia) pibtential for violence still existed.
According to Fanon, the national bourgeoisie, ihéhe new authority and leadership
that has taken over from the colonial power, appatg “the old traditions of
colonialism...its military and police® In other words, the peaceful transition of power
does not always mean a peaceful existence. Fomi-#m®national bourgeoisie is,
practically speaking, no different than the colbpiawer. They have the same
narcissistic tendencies and desire to maintain paw¢he imperialists’ He also makes
it clear that it is the peasant class, those mpatraof the industrial working class but more
likely rural farming or nomadic people, who are &g to overthrowing colonial powers.

The national bourgeoisie is in essence a contionati the colonial rule, and the

32 Frantz FanoriThe Wretched of the EarfNew York: Grove Press, 1963), 76.
33 i
Ibid, 98.
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industrial working class has been conditioned leydblonial powers. So it takes a group
sufficiently removed from the colonial system téeef change.

The problem with Fanon is that he does not meretgjpt the use of violence as a
means to independence: he advocates it. Peacsistiarce is certainly possible; we need
just look to Mohandas Gandhi or Martin Luther Kidg, or Nelson Mandela to see
famous examples of that. Of course, not everasiun or struggle has a Gandhi or King
or Mandela, and often violence occurs. It may dvemecessary. But should it be
required, as Fanon seems to suggest? Violences$iasg effects on its victims, but it
also affects the perpetrators. To suggest thaatbeage worker or citizen take up arms
and engage in insurrection does not take into denaiion what the aftermath of that
violence may be. Fanon’s glorifying focus on viaerseems to undercut his nobler goal
of independence.

Albert Memmi’s classic worlk he Colonizer and the Colonizéds, if not a
sympathetic view, at least a more compassionate efe¢he colonizer. Memmi’s work is
assuredly anti-colonial and in no way a justifioatof colonialism. But he sees the
psychological effects of colonialism as negativetpacting both the colonized and the
colonizer. The colonizer is trapped in a new anditm world; one that he resents and
comes to hate, and therefore he hates the inh&baithat world as well. Freedom for
the colonizer is a return home, which is also the flor the colonized. If the colonized
achieve liberation, it necessarily sends the calensiback from whence they came,

achieving freedom for both.
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Both Fanon and Memmi were writing at the beginrohthe post-colonial period
and were witness to this transition. Additionatlyey had personal experiences with
colonialism (Memmi in Tunisia and Fanon in Martinggand Algeria). Post-colonial
studies, as a field, did not exist at the timeheiit writing, but it is safe to say they
contributed greatly and are considered patriarhiseodiscipline. Their goals are the
same—to try to explain the reasons for and effett®lonialism and to pull apart all of
the related issues such as race and power.

When the colonial period was coming to a close waas beginning to flow to
Africa. Aid to Africa begins with the end of World#ar 1l and the success of the Marshall
Plan in Europe. The Marshall Plan was an aid-basedess. Roughly $13 billion was
dispensed to fourteen European countries overeay@ar period. It led to the
revitalization of Europe after the devastationta war. But the Marshall Plan delivered
aid to countries that asked for it and to moreesslistable governments. Appling that
same model to Africa would prove to be much moficdit and would have different
results.

Nevertheless, based on the positive outcomesriogeyit was logical to think
that providing aid to other areas of the world vebldve similar success. The problem,
as economist Dambisa Moyo points oubDiead Aid is that this aid was entering African
countries right as they were gaining independefdese countries “may have been
independent on paper, but independence dependené dimancial largesse of their

former colonial masters was the realif§l."The wealthier former colonial powers were

34 Dambisa MoyoPead Aid: Why Aid is not Working and how there Bedter Way for Africa(New
York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2010) P. 13-14.
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still exploiting the natural resources of these lyandependent countries, and the
dependent countries still needed the financial stipgf the former colonial powers.
Dependency theory replaced coloniali&The former colonial powers exploited the
people and natural resources of the former colpbigisnow rather than doing so by the
barrel of a gun, they flexed their economic mustibegain benefit. Beyond economics,
the former colonial powers still played a role @dueation (often Eurocentric) and
choosing political leaders. While no longer a cabpresence, these countries still had a
profound cultural impact on their former colonies.

This aid, set against the backdrop of the Cold \W&nyed two purposes: it
provided a collective sense of good for the giviagjons, and it was strategically
necessary for advancing the geopolitical goalfieftivo superpowers. There is
something that feels good about helping otherd) bota personal level, and on a
collective societal level; a nation helping anotheosts national pride. It also maintains
a sense of superiority, which in turn can also boasional pride. It allows the giving
nation to maintain a feeling of superiority withartforcing authoritarian policies, what
post-colonial theorist Homi K. Bhabha calls “thelfef the colonial ruler®®

Additionally, during the Cold War both the Unitethfes and the Soviet Union
were interested in attracting as many countrigbeg could to their respective sides. If

providing aid was a means of attracting a clieatestthen so be it. Furthermore, the

% Dependency theory states that poorer countriesregpmmodities which wealthier nations make into
products that in turn get sold back to poorer megtiat a higher cost. This prevents poorer natimma f
making economic gains as the cost of their impaist&ays exceeds the cost of their exports. Thisctbael
seen as simply an effect of capitalism or it caisdsen as an intentional means of keeping the poat&m
weak.

% Homi K. Bhabha “Forward: Framing Fanon,"The Wretched of the Eartly Frantz Fanon. (New York,
Grove Press), xii.
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potential client state reaped the benefits of hawvo superpowers compete for its
attention. The client state could potentially reee sizeable amount of aid (money,
weapons, medicine, food, etc.) and could theorgtipd the two superpowers against
each other. Whoever gives the client state thedesstgets a regional ally.

The way aid is handled needs to be reevaluatedtier do address issues of
corruption and ineffectiveness. The system ofisg&tructured in such a way as to be
fundamentally beneficial to the aid giving countiythe government of the country
receiving the aid does not behave in a manner &aalepto the aid giving country, then
said aid could be diminished or cut off entireljhis makes the receiving country
beholden to the giving country, setting up a cadbpower dynamic. In Moyo’s
conclusion, the best way to assist Africa in th& @ntury is for most aid to be cut off in
favor of loans and harsher penalties. This id draistic bordering on draconian, but her
analysis of the impact of aid on newly independ&itan nations is quite insightful.

Taken together, these texts describe the full sobgelonialism: the motivations
of the colonialists, the reaction of the colonizeul the effect colonialism had on the
respective countries and people.

State Theory and Practice

The long term effects of colonialism were devastatiFirst, the new and often
arbitrary borders have led to disputes, often viglever territory and authority/. The
fact that ethnic groups may be dispersed into tawmtries does not necessarily cause

those countries to work together but instead caedanimosity leading to violence.

37 Christopher Claphanifrican Guerrillas (Bloomington, Indiana University Press, 1998).
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Second, during the colonial period, real power held by the colonizers. When
they left, there was a leadership vacuum. Few kagél bureaucrats, judges, and
politicians had any practical experience runnirmpantry. This was very much the case
in Somalia. We will see that in the years prioimdependence, one of the more difficult
tasks was to get a fully Somali government up amehing. Once it was, it did not last for
long.

Third, one of the more obviously negative impaftsolonialism was the creation
of cash crops and the exploitation of Africa’s matuesources. If they were to compete
in a rapidly globalizing world, control of thosesmirces would have been a huge help.
Without them African nations were pushed furthéo ithe negative.

Fourth, education was lacking. Colonial powetsugeschools but schools based
strictly on European models and therefore not paldrly relevant to African societies.
Those who were educated were among the elite, wdaioked stratification between the
elite and the massé¥.

There is also an argument that normal culturabligmment was oppressed during
this period. African art, dance and literature evrimitive” compared to European art
and therefore largely ignored.

One of the more obvious, but still relevant, aspet colonialism was outright
racism. Young claims the colonial period mirrotkd apex of racisf (it is unclear how

one measures that, but to be sure there was ntagkasf racism during the colonial

¥ Young, P. 164
% Young, P. 280.
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period). African culture was seen as having litdHdeeming value, which explains the
devaluation of African cultural enterprises sucladsand literature.

British historian Paul Kennedy argues that theohysof the nation-state is
inexorably linked to the history of wat. He says that the need to finance wars,
combined with the decline of the feudal systenhin15" and 18 centuries, brought
about the nation-state. The colonial period tlalods with a military and commercial
expansion of the newly formed nation-state. Exteméennedy’s theory, it could be
argued that the Cold War provided a reason fon#tm®n-state to survive. There were
power struggles at play, and the threat of violezdsted (not to mention the actual
violence of the Vietham War and the Soviet War fghanistan among others). States
remained central to the struggle between the twemmowers. With the collapse of the
Soviet Union and the clear global dominance oflhéed States, the struggle between
states was diminished. This is not to say thezenat issues between states. The
animosity between the U.S. and North Korea or isagvidence that conflict still exists
but not at the level of the Cold War.

While states struggle for power, a failed statasigsally defined by what it cannot
do. Whatever government exists does not have gdiysontrol of the country. It has
lost the ability to provide basic services to tiiezenry, which often leads to increased
criminal activity. The government also lacks thdigy to engage with other countries.
Often the limited government that does exist isd#id and plagued with so much in-
fighting that it is unable to function. Robert Betg, one of the foremost failed-state

theorists, offers another criteria to the list: omg violence. Violence exists on a

0 Paul KennedyThe Rise and Fall of the Great Powefisew York, Random House, 1987). P.70.
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consistent basis in a failed state, according tb&g?** Most of the above conditions can
apply to current day Somalia. Government is limite&omalia and is unable to provide
much in the way of security, support, or serviaethe Somali people. Guns are rampant,
and violence is commonplace. In spite of thiss still possible to challenge the notion of
Somalia as a failed state. Other, non-governmeiatales have taken up the slack left by
the government and are capable of providing sos@urees to the people.

Linking violence to failed-state status seemsdabiyet it ignores areas of non-
failed states that have significant violence ad.wiebr example, there are places in the
United States, far from a failed state, that potitfecers refuse to go. Additionally, it is
clear that the U.S. does not have complete coatrel its border with Mexico, and there
are places along that border of significant vioeenBespite this possibility of violence in
some areas and the lack of control over othergneoargues that the U.S. is a failed
state. This is not a perfect parallel, of coursg,itbgoes to the larger point of what
constitutes a failed state. There is a loose setitgfria in place, but they are far from
definitive.

The Washington D.C.-based think tank the FundPiaice and the magazine
Foreign Policy release the Failed State Index eyesgy. This has become the standard
go-to guide for discussing failed states. They hawedve criteria for determining
whether a state has failed, including economiccaitdirs, social indictors, and political
indicators* The 2012 Failed State map lists virtually all dfia as red (critical—the

worst rating) or orange (in danger). PresumablytiNKorea is listed as critical due to

“I Robert RotbergWhen States Fail: Causes and Consequer{Begiceton, Princeton University Press,
2004). P. 6.
2 Failed State Indexttp://www.fundforpeace.org/global/?q=fsi-about
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the massive food shortages and the totalitariamreatf the regime, a regime that has
been in power for three generations and has helpivlitical upheaval® North Korea is
by no means a good place to live, but authoritadi@es not necessarily equal failed. One
major problem with the index is that it does natega clear indicator of whether a
country is improving. It simply sticks countriegarcategories. It is a simplistic, good-
bad classification that is devoid of nuance. Wthike intentions may be good, the entire
endeavor comes across as neo-colonial. Most ofdeurocluding, Greece which has had
extreme economic and political insecurity for tlasttwo years, Australia, New Zealand,
Canada, and the United States are all classifiestiadrbe. Apparently white people do not
live in failed states.

Rotberg makes a distinction though, between adastate and a collapsed state.
In a collapsed state, non-state actors rise to ip@mse. Warlords are able to take over
small sections of the country and establish sonmemail control. Chaos still reigns in
these states and violence is prevalent. Rotbergiders Somalia the only existing
collapsed stat& In a sense Rotberg is correct: non-state actas émerged in Somalia.
But not all non-state actors are bad. Certainlylovds, pirates, and militias all use
violence to seize and maintain power, but otherviotent religious groups, businesses,
NGOs, and aid organizations also operate in SomHfiase are non-state actors, but they
have a positive effect on the communities in whiaky operate.

Danish professor of international politics George®sen points out that states are

almost always in flux and subject to change andutvm. He feels that we are entering

3 Elliot Ross. Failed Index. Foreign Policy June 2@12.
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2012/06/291léal index?page=0,0
“ Ibid. P. 11
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a period of the post-modern state. By this, hgobirmeans that the way a state will look
and function in the future is unclear. Sorensgues that a state is based not just on the
economic realities of the world (a smaller worldeda globalization for example) but
also on the value system of the people of the.Stabe other words, a moderate Islamic
state would look different from a conservative Ghain state even though both exist in
the same world and maybe even the same region.

Sorensen’s theory of the post-modern state loo&adby at the world and how all
states may evolve. But his theory works, at leasdtiglly, for failed states as well. If the
strong federal government that is most common tiftout the world does not exist in
failed states, people of those states adapt. iBeiggroups, warlords, pirates, small
political groups, clans, businesses, foreign adl man-governmental organizations all
serve to fill the vacuum left by a lack of fedegavernment. They provide food, water,
power, education, and medical treatment.

Mathew Horsman and Andrew Marshall argue that tbddnis becoming more
tribal.*® Not that there is an increase in tribes but $healler organizational units such as
tribes are beginning to reassert themselves. mbens that within the traditional state
borders, tribes are becoming more and more autonemohis increase in tribalism is
limited to those countries in which the tribal gystactually exists. Hence Somalia,
Ethiopia, the Sudan, and so on see movements iotelmteaking up those countries,

while France, Britain, and Germany seem relatigtdyple.

> Georg SorenseiThe Transformation of the State: Beyond the MytRaifeat (New York: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2004). P. 12.

6 Mathew Horsman and Andrew Marshalfter the Nation-State: citizens, tribalism and thev world
disorder. (New York: HarperCollins, 1994).
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One thing that troubles Western states is the seglack of authority in many
African states. Part of the purpose of a nati@aesis to provide an authoritative body
that makes and enforces laws over a specificaliypel territory. If, however, within a
given state there are multiple threads of authdatiribe in the south, another in the
north, a formally recognized government with limdifghysical control, business
conglomerates that operate independently witkelttiino oversight, etc.) then who do the
standard Western states deal with? It is cleantita the world getting smaller due to
globalization, countries must interact with onetheo. Western states cannot simply
ignore the ‘messy’ states. Be it for reasons gfsptal security or commerce, states from
across the globe are becoming dependent on eagh oth

Peter Steinbergerthe Idea of the Stais a defense of the stdfenot a defense of
particular actions of a particular nation, but fedse of the idea of state. He argues that
the state is a necessary and critical institutitia.is essentially a cost-benefit analysis.
The benefits of the state outweigh the costs. Beeger acknowledges the devastation
the state can cause (World War Il and the Holocaese state sponsored), but even that
devastation does not supersede the value of ttesisthis view.

Steinberger stays in the theoretical realm andyaiiscusses any practical issues
that confront the state. He ignores failed staltegether, ignores non-state actors such as
business conglomerations, terror networks, or @artgls; he ignores other intra-state
divisions such as clan or tribe and discusses wigrio the abstract. Theoretically, his

argument makes sense, but practically it is unclgdnat is clear is that Steinberger is

" Peter J. SteinbergeFhe Idea of the StatéCambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005)
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discussing Western states. He is looking at thefi@an model, and that ignores much
of the rest of the world, including the developmehthe African state.

Benedict Anderson’s concept of an “imagined comnyins one of profound
impact when it comes to the concept of the staederson argues that a nation is a
socially constructed community that is imaginedtosy people who are a part of it. Once
colonial powers began to expand, these imaginedragrities took root. Therefore, one
could live in India, for example, but still be Bsit, not just in terms of citizenship but in
terms of identity. These communities exist regaslief the type of governmental system
in place (democracy, dictatorship, etc.) and relgasdof where an individual happens to
be.

While Anderson’s work is largely about nationalistrgpens the door to different
approaches to the idea of state as well. Stdéegsly seen as the political apparatus of a
nation, but as was pointed out earlier, sometithasgolitical apparatus takes on
unorthodox forms. Anderson rethinks and broademsinderstanding of nation, so, too,
we can broaden our understanding of state. A stzdd not merely be a system of
elected officials or complex bureaucracies. It almo be non-state actors, tribes, and
business communities that serve the people anid fudny of the typical functions of
the bureaucratic state.

All of this illustrates that our ideas of state @uolve. Later there will be a
discussion of state and how it has evolved and Wizdtmeans for so-called failed states

such as Somalia. But what the authors above seeniléxtively suggest is that the

“8 Benedict Andersortimagined Community: Reflections of the Origin agread of Nationalism.”
(London: Verso, 1983).
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nation-state is not the end form of governmentthati states as they exist now are
evolving, for better or worse.
Islamism

Chapter four will examine the origins of moderrataist thought and look at
some of the key figures such as Hassan al-Bann&ayyld Qutb. The next few pages
then will not be a historical look at Islamism lmsgtead a look at theories about
Islamism.

Islamism is somewhat difficult to understand,laex¢ is no agreed upon
definition of the term. On one hand, a distincttam be made between those who have
Islamic beliefs and those who have Islamic belmefsed with political ideology. Is Islam
a religion only, or is it a way of life that encoagses both religious and political
spheres?

Note the use of language when it comes to thictdm say “Islam and politics”
implies that they are separate and distinct. #nsls all encompassing, it is more
accurate to discuss the religious aspects of Igladnthe political aspects of Islam.

Olivier Roy sees Islamists as determined to capheetatéd® Revolution and
seizure of the state will allow Islamists to createlslamic state (although what that state
will look like will vary depending on the Islamisits charge).

Another line of thinking, one outlined in an Intational Crisis Group Report, is
that Islamism, or political Islam as the report9ittis a creation of the Americans in
order to explain the 1979 Iranian Revolution. Téxen ‘political Islam’ began to be used

in the aftermath of the Revolution, but it “presoped that an ‘apolitical Islam’ had been

“9 Olivier Roy. The Failure of Political Islam(Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1994).
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the norm until Khomeini turned things upside downtact, Islam had been a highly
politicized religion for generations before 1979.”

Salwa Ismail views the rise of Islamism more a®eal movement than anything
else. The events that help define Islamist actisitgh as the Iranian Revolution, the
assassination of Anwar Sadat, the bombing of theldWioade Center in 1993, and so on,
were all Islamist acts but were not the same. Theuvations behind each of these were
different, as were the intended goals. But theyadlllunder the banner of Islamist
activity.

John Esposito makes the case that religion antigsadre linked in Islam and that
they are linked as a result of, at least in paipmalism. Esposito argues that Islamic
revival was a result of internal discord among Musdocieties. These revival
movements then led to states, such as the Wahlal@ment and the formation of Saudi
Arabia>! By the nineteenth century, “the internal weakrashe Islamic community
was compounded by the threat of subjugation taCigstian West> The response to
the threat of colonialism varied from adoption oé$tern ideals to outright rejection of
the West. For Esposito then, Islamism is merelgxension of other Islamic revival
movements. It is a response to a perceived thredtis case modernity encapsulated by
Western ideals.

Ismail takes issue with Esposito’s analysis. Fgke argues that there is no
empirical evidence to suggest that Muslims haverdehed their states to be “decayed

whenever the Shari’a was not applied or when rofe@soral propriety were

*0 International Crisis Group Report No.3fhderstanding IslamMarch, 2005. P.2.
%1 John Espositdslam and Politics, # ed (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1998)P.33.
52 i

Ibid. p.33.
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transgressed®® Furthermore, she rejects the notion that Islamistements today are a
continuance of the prior revival tradition.

The idea that modern Islamism is a continuatiothefrevival tradition is an
argument made by John Voll. He asserts that religidhe motivating factor, not politics
or economics, and the actions today are guidetidyast* Voll identifies four types of
Islamic activism: adaptationist, conservative, famentalist and individualist. These
are the four possible responses to a given chalemthe community. Ismail finds these
too broad and says there is nothing particularhshu about them. Why couldn’t
Christians have a conservative response to a probieBuddhists an individualist one?
How is Islamic adaptationism any different than sasther group adapting? Voll offers
up a way of classifying responses and actions bes aiothing to contextualize these
responses.

Voll gets some support for his claim that Islamisma part of the revival tradition
form Alex de Waal, activist and scholar of the HofrAfrica. He agrees that Islamism is
a continuation of Islamic revivalism. De Waal plageodern Islamism in the same
category as the Wahhabi movement of eighteenthupeArabia and the Madhi

movement of nineteenth century Sudan.

%3 Salwa IsmailRethinking Islamist Politics: Culture, the Stateddslamism (New York: |.B. Tauris,
2003). P. 7.
%4 John Obert Volllslam, Continuity and Change in the Modern Wo@¥ ed. (Syracuse: Syracuse
University Press). P.4.
% |bid. Pgs. 21-23
%% Alex de Waal, edislamism and its Enemies in the Horn of Afri@loomington: Indiana University
Press, 2004). Pp 4-5
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Voll claims that an intellectual legacy of revivlists between older reform
movements and today’s. Ismail questions that hedehot just the time but the places,
people, and even cultures involved are very differe

The term Islamism is, unfortunately, obtuse. T¢larhic Republic of Iran seems
Islamist, as it derives from a conservative, Istatmased political movement. But it is
Shia, and most leading Islamists have been Sundinedern Islamist groups such as al-
Qaeda view Shi'ism as hereticalSo, too, Saudi Arabia has the feel of Islamisrit has
a conservative, Islamicly based government. ButBArabia is also a monarchy, a
system of government that flies in the face ofrtile by the people that most Islamists
theoretically endorse. In addition, Saudi Arabiliriked to Wahhabism, an ultra-
conservative, salafi interpretation of Islam. Wdbikan places emphasis on the Qur’an
and hadith and rejeckalam(reasoned debate) when it comes to matters ofatygo
Salafism is an attempt to stay true to originans) that being the time of Muhammad
and his companions, and to reconcile that worlevwigth that of the modern world.
Wahhabism, also wants to reflect the time of thappet but is less concerned with
blending in with modernity. Yet both salafism andNtabism are often used
interchangeably and are often seen as versiorsdamhism. Islamism, however, does not
necessarily seek to reestablish a world similah# of Muhammad and his companions.
Islamism is much broader. The goal is a governrtiettis inspired and guided by Islam.

One element of Islamism that is up for much debateng Islamists is the
manner in which they should achieve power. One véethe top-down approach in

which Islamist forces seize control of the governiaa revolution or coup and then

5" Mehdi Hasan. “The Great Divide.” New Statesmarh.Rd 2010.
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attempt to force Islamist ideology on the genetddlic. Another approach is from the
bottom up. Here Islamists try to gain the populgrmort of the people and then attain
power via elections or some other method grantetthéynajority populace of the
country. These latter Islamists are generally aersid more moderate, as they do not
look to violent overthrow as a means of furthertingir cause.

Islamism is often linked to conservative movemebtd,here we are generally
talking about groups or individuals who advocatdant overthrow of a government and
a top-down implementation of Islamism. It is trbattmost notable Islamists have had a
conservative interpretation of Islam, but that doesmean that Islamism must be
conservative in nature.

One other matter must be addressed—that of Islamassitrelates to
secularization. The idea behind secularizatiohas &s societies modernize religious
belief will decline. And it is true that in the Uad States and, especially, in Europe we
have seen a drop in religious belief and worshgefices. In his highly regarded work
Public Religions in the Modern Worldose Casanova tries to amend the secularization
theory a bit? Rather than suggest that religion will simply geag as a result of
modernization, Casanova argues that there is ai\dgzation” of religion. Rather than
accept the privatized role that secularization theoggests they occupy, religions are
attempting to expand their roles. If modernity neadvances in economic or political
matters, then religions will immerse themselvethse very economic or political

matters that secularization theory says they shioat@ nothing to do with. While all of

*® Jose Casanov&ublic Religions in the Modern Worl@Chicago: The University of Chicago Press,
1994).
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Casanova’s case studies are Christian in natueerdth of the Catholic Church in Spain,
Poland, Brazil, and the U.S. and the role of evhcgjeProtestantism in the U.S.) it is
easy to see Islamism as supportive of Casanoveadsid

Islamism is a response to modernity. It is not shploiack against modernity but
rather a way for Islam to invest itself in multi@spects of a given society beyond the
spiritual realm.

Conclusion

If a word could sum up the above examination efdéiture it is this: power. The
work on colonialism is clearly about power. The dimamt subjugating the weak is a clear
theme running through Nandy’s, Mbembe’s and Fanaosk. Moyo picks up that theme
in the post-colonial era and argues that power alyosare still at play but now take the
form of aid.

States, too, are about exhibiting power: power tiveir own people, power over
other states and other people. Even within faitates, there is a battle for power among
warlords, pirates and other criminal organizatidnsinesses, and religious groups.

Islamists also want power, although it is cleanfrthe above works that the
underlying motivations for Islamists is not as clélghere is no uniformity about exactly
what Islamism is or its relationship with Islamaag/hole.

The fracturing of Somalia is deeply tied to powafarlords sought power after
the fall of Siad Barre. Pirates, Islamists, andThensitional Federal Government all vied
for power in the aftermath of Barre’s fall. Afteechdes of rule, the Somali people have

thrown off their colonial shackles and are deteedito have independent self-
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governance. But there is a vast dispute over wWiatgovernance should look like. The
colonial experience in Somalia has had a profodfetieon Somalia’s present. We must
place that history in context in order to underdt&omalia’s current status.

What follows will explore all these subjects asytihelate specifically to Somalia.
First, comes an examination of the colonial penmo8omalia that doesn't just to describe
the environment but shows the beginnings of Sonalonalism, a nationalism that is
tied to Islam. Somalis used Islam as a tool ofstasice against the colonial powers. But
this form of Somali-Islamic nationalism was notilied to the colonial period. It was
used during the dictatorship of Siad Barre andiees used as a means of resistance
during the so-called failed-state period as wdtlefE is a link between Somali
nationalism, Islam, and resistance. That is the obthis work. And it begins with

colonialism.
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Chapter 3
SOMALIA ITALIANA AND BRITISH SOMALILAND

A core philosophical underpinning of this work it history matters. That may
seem straightforward and simplistic, but it is méveless worthy of mentioning. History
shapes societies. It helps create a narrative gorem people that in turn influences their
actions and motivations in the present. This iBwesfor the Somali people as it is true of
anyone else. Are there any current living Somahs wemember the Italians entering
Somalia? Are there any who remember resistandeet8titish colonial powers? As
those acts were over one hundred twenty yearsheg@eems highly unlikely, yet those
historical events and their consequences have difapaalia and Somali perspectives
ever since. What follows in this chapter is not eiea collection of facts laid out in
chronological order; it is a description of theusture on which Somali views of foreign
intervention are built. It is not a series of daed names and places; it is the beginning
of a pattern of resistance. That resistance mag baen a failure in the colonial period,
but the collective memory and humiliation of itditfire of resistance among the Somali
people that has yet to be extinguished.
The Beginnings of Italian Colonialism

While Somalia’s history goes back centuries, farmurposes it begins with one
of the most significant events in the nineteentitws: the Scramble for Africa.
European powers became interested in Africa larfpelthe potential mineral wealth that
lay in Africa’s soil. Somalia was a little differem that it was not mineral wealth that

attracted the European powers but its strateggtime. The Suez Canal opened in 1869
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making it possible for ships to travel from the Reh to the Mediterranean Sea. This
meant that ships traveling from Europe to India,ewample, would no longer have to
travel around Africa. Somalia borders the Gulf afeh which leads to the Red Sea and is
therefore a prime spot for a port. If this land &eccupied by hostile forces with naval
capabilities, they could make it close to impossiol travel between the Red Sea and the
Gulf of Aden, rendering the Suez Canal useless.

The French and British were interested in norttf&smalia for its strategic
location and to keep an eye on each oth&y 1884 the British had carved out a portion
of northern Somalia known as British Somaliland] by 1886 the French had a smaller
cut known as French Somaliland (present day Djibpotihis left the majority of Somalia

uncontested and therefore ripe for the Italiansike over.

> Abdi Ismail Sa matar, The State and Rural Transformation of Northern Somalia, 1884-1886. (Madison,
University of Wisconsin Press, 1989). P. 31.
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No single centralized government ruled all Somaleen the Italians entered.

Instead there were a number of Sultanates withivgugegrees of power and stability.

Most of the more powerful Sultanates were centeredoastal areas such as Mogadishu,

Hobyo, and Merca. These were seafaring people ade$tablished trade with Egypt,

Arabia, and Indi&' Generally the more in-land Somalis had a highlyetiéralized and

pastoral way of lifé? Every family was independent and thus had its eaanomy; they

0 The Center for Justice and Accountabilttgtp://www.cja.org/article.php?id=436
1 Edward A. Alpers. “Gujarat and the Trade of Eafsto, c. 1500-1800The International Journal of

African Historical Studiesol.9 no. 1 1976. p.22-44.
2 Ahmed I. SamataSocialist Somalia: Rhetoric and Realitzondon: Zed Books, 1988). P.9-10.
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produced what they used. However, these familigs Virgked together through the clan.
The clan would come together in times of crisiscocelebrate their common ancestry.
Clanism can be useful during times of crisis or whenfronting a common enemy, but it
can also lead to problems when differing clansfeidand or power. This was the
environment the Italians entered.

Italy was late to the colonialism game and far bdhhe other major colonial
powers such as Britain, France, Portugal and tlieedands. Those countries had
colonial assets in other parts of the world, whetégy had to place the bulk of its
efforts in Africa®® The Italian colonial experience was somewhat céfiefrom that of
the major European powers. Italy was not a unifeantry until 1861. This means the
territorial expansion efforts did not begin untilahn later than those of Britain or France.
Second, Italy’s colonial history existed under biibleral and fascist rule (Mussolini’s
National Fascist Party did not come to power ur22). For an imperial power, Italy
was relatively poor. One rationale for the existeatltalian colonialism was as a means
of dealing with the poverty problem. Under botreliél and fascist governments,
colonialism was seen as a way to create employoydrtunitie* Those unemployed

in Italy could get work in the expanding Italianauoies of Somalia, Libya, and Eritrea.

8 Giampaolo Calchi Novati, “ ‘National’ Identities @ By-Product of Italian Colonialism: A Comparison
of Eritrea and Somalia,” ittalian Colonialism: Legacy and Memargds. Jacqueline Andall and Derek
Duncan. (Bern: Peter Lang AG, 2005, 47.
% Ruth Ben-Ghiat and Mia Fuller edsalian Colonialism (New York: Palgrave MacMillian, 2005). Pgs.
3-4.

46



An ltalian trader based in Zanzibar named Vincefitmnardi was chosen to lead
the Italy’s efforts in Somalia. As head of theilal consulate in Zanzibar, Filonardi had
frequent contact with the Sult&h.

While locked out of the northern coast of Somaliahe British and French, the
Italians still believed the long east coast of¢bantry could be valuable for its port
potential. Beyond servicing ships headed in orafbhe Red Sea, these ports could be
used as access points for supplies and equipmadetdurther inland into Africa. The
Jubba River was central to the Italian effG6ft¥he Jubba goes from the Indian Ocean
near Kismayo in Somalia all the way to the Ethiodirder where it then splits into
three rivers that go deep into Ethiopia. Travehglthe Jubba would be the most obvious
and effective means of getting goods in and othefregion.

Ostensibly, the area near the Jubba River wasdaltatby the sultan of
Zanzibar, but outside of a few Zanzibari postsdiéan had very little control over the
Somali peopl&’ This meant that the Italians would have to deat just with the sultan,
but with local Somali leaders as well who were tiftito be openly hostile to
European$® Additionally, the Italians were not going to besessful without the help
of the British. The British saw the Italians astheeat and were eager to have an ally
against the French. As the British were more corexivith their own efforts in Egypt,

they were more than content to let the Italianseh@omalid’

% Robert L. Hesdtalian Colonialism in SomaligChicago, The University of Chicago Press, 1968),
66 [|hi

Ibid, 15
7 John S. Galbraith. “Italy, the British East Afri€@mpany, and the Benadir Coast, 1888-1893.” The
Journal of Modern History Vol. 42, No.4 (Dec. 19Rb51
% Charles Euan Smith to Lord Salisbury, June 4 18&fisbury Papers, Oxford.
% Galbraith, 550-552.
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Somalia at the time was divided into a number tbsates. Yusuf Ali Kenadid,
the sultan of Hobyo, sought to expand his areanfrol (which included parts of
Mogadishu) and entered into a deal with the Italidrhe Sultanate of Hobyo became an
ltalian protectoraté® Theoretically speaking, this meant Kenadid wdkisttharge but
had the military support of the Italians. Howe\adter entering into the deal with
Kenadid, the Italians also entered into similarisi@ath Kenadid’s rivals making the
Italians the protectorates of multiple, competinianates. By 1889, Italy was fully
invested in Somalia.

Once the Italians managed to get control of Kismayd access to the Jubba, they
worked to sign treaties with local chiefs in ortleget access to the land. They wanted
not only to have access to the river but the e@padir coast. By 1893 the Royal Italian
East African Company was established in Somalia.

The motivating factors for colonialism are many. tbe one hand, obtaining
mineral resources or the strategic acquiring o larakes sense on a practical level. This
helps a given country’s bottom line. Robert Heggias that this was the main motivating
factor for Italian colonialism, in contrast to thaftother European countriésDavid
Chidester argues that many Europeans saw Africensishaving any religion at df.

Here, then, we see a societal rationale for colenfa-to bring God to the heathen.
While for some, there was an Italian version ofméegsmission civilisatrice(civilizing

mission), for the majority it was a matter of conmogeand economics. As mentioned

0 Abdisalam M. Issa-Salw&he Collapse of the Somali state: the Impact ofdhlnial Legacy(Haan
Publishing, 1996). P.35

" Hess, 1.

"2 David ChidesterSavage Systems: Colonialism and Comparative Raligi®outhern Africa
(Charlottesville, The University of Virginia Pred€996), 74.
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above, there was a poverty/population problemaly tand expansion was a means to
deal with it. Until 1929 there was conflict betweéme Italian government and the
Catholic Church as to Catholic statehood. As takaih government was interested in
expansion for economic reasons, the Catholics aapthee government’s actions, in part,
because the government would not formally recogai@atholic state. This meant that
despite its deeply religious roots, Italy’s coldr@adeavor was not backed up by
missionary activity® This may also help to explain why there is viryalo Christian
population in Somalia today, whereas that is netddse in other former colonial states.
Redie Bereketeab surmises that there is a desoredabe statehood as a rationale
for colonialism’* Statehood is seen as the proper way of thingsire mdvanced
Europe, so it should be in Africa. The problem llaéans ran into in Somalia was an
utter lack of a sense of statehood. A single, edifomalia had never existed prior to the
colonial period. Instead, as mentioned earlierehess a series of sultanates, the most
prominent being the Sultan of Mogadishu, and evemdach was limited. During the
colonial period, Somalia was divided into Italiaon®alia, French Somaliland, British
Somaliland, British Kenya, and EthiogiaEven during the establishment of the Africa
Orientale Italiana, during which Italy controlledjeeat deal of the Horn of Africa
including Ethiopia, Somalia was still not unifiedot until after World War 11, did the
Somalia with the borders we know today come intadpeHowever, there are still large
numbers of Somalis in the Ogaden region of Ethiap@aning there has yet to be a time

in which all ethnic Somalis exist in one state.
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The Royal Italian East African Company was a largelmmercial enterprise
with some support by the government. However, id51the company came under sole
control of the Italian government due to a brewdogtroversy over slavery.From the
beginning of the Italian efforts in Somalia, it wasar that slavery existed in the region.
Prisoners from other tribes would be used as slaVbde the Italians officially
condemned the practice of slavery, they did notbongrevent it and, in fact, reaped the
benefits of slave labor.

Public pressure in Italy demanded that the govemtrtake over the company and
make an active effort to combat slavery. It didbsbat the expense of upsetting the
Somali tribes, who argued that slaves “were necgs$satheir way of life.”” In October,
1905, Somalis began to revolt over the issue @ksia This put the Italians in a very
awkward position: they would need to use militangint to enforce a policy that the
Italian public felt was a moral necessity but thi@iod in contrast to traditional Somali
culture. Italian Foreign Minister Tommaso Tittonioie that “it is necessary for the
government to assert itself materiadliyd morallyover the populations surrounding the
Benadir stations™®

This was the first major act of resistance by tbe8lis in the south against the
Italians. While their main argument was that slgweas an important aspect of Somali
culture, they backed up those assertions by clgrslizwvery is acceptable in Islam. While

the Qur'an does permit slavery, there are rulesiatih® treatment of slaves and acting

®Hess, 76-87.
" Ibid. 87.
8 Tommaso Tittoni to Tommaso Carletti, May 1, 190ibtgd in Hess, P 89. Emphasis is mine.
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benevolently toward therf.In reality, the use of slavery in the Qur'an igigect result

of the time period of Muhammad. Slavery was theéamsn seventh century Arabia and
that was incorporated into the Qur’an. So too shaveas the custom in Somalia in the
nineteenth century and the Quran was used tayusti

By March of 1908, the slavery issue had been lgmealt with. Slavery was not
totally abolished, but many slaves were freed amdesof the harsher aspects of slavery
were no more. More important for the Italians, plic outcry had diminished, and the
increase in military activities meant that they lecadtrol of most of the coast. Wanting to
capitalize on this success, the governor, Tommastetll, asked for and received more
troops and the Italian expansion continued.

Ethiopia was always the goal for the Italians. 1310 there was an increase in
nationalist tendencies in Italy. The nation wardestrong army and navy and an increase
in expansionism. This meant a strong military pnesen Somalia, and by 1914 the
Italians were no longer limited to the Benadir Gaawd the Jubba River; they had control
of virtually all of Somalia right up to the Ethi@gi bordef®

The new governor of Italian Somalia, Giacomo DeatMa created a policy that
was very useful for the Italians--he put Somaliethion the payrofi* The chiefs were
paid based on their corporation with the Italidde.Martino protected the chiefs’
traditional powers, such as enforcing Shari'a lawvall asxeer, traditional Somali law.

He also created the Colonial Troop Corps, a militarce made up of Somalis, Eritreans,

" Ronald Segallslam’s Black Slaves: the Other Diaspo(dlew York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2001).
P. 35-38

8 See map in Hess P. 95.

® Hess, P. 108.
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and Arabs but led by Italian officers, and a SorRalice Force made up of Somalis and
Italian military police officers. He created aneaffive system of indirect rule; the
Somali’'s were given a good deal of latitude anghoesibility but ultimate authority lay
with the Italians.

World War | put a halt to development of Somalibe Italians were more
concerned with European matters. The post-war gevess not much better. Somalia’s
economy stagnated and the colony was somewhat.ddrémained that way until a new
government took over.

Somalia’s Islamist Antecedent and Resistance Againthe British

Mohammed Abdullah Hassan was born in or around 18%orthern Somalia in
Buuhoodle, right on the modern day border of Scaratid Ethiopid? This was at the
time part of the British Somaliland Protectoraterf early on Hassan was groomed for
a religious life. He completed his formal religioeducation by the age of 10 and was
then tutored by his father, a respected sheikhoémet religious leaders. He was taught
extensively in hadith (the sayings and deeds optbphet Muhammad) and shafra.

As an adult Hassan travelled to Mecca to furthestudy and go on the hajj. At
some point during this journey, he met Sheikh Mulmaa Salih of Sudan, founder of his
own religious order, the Salihiyya. Salih had bgesatly influenced by the Wahhabi

movement in Arabia and was familiar with the Sudaniladhist movement in Sud&h,

82 Abdi Sheik-Abdi.Divine Madness: Mohammed ‘Abdulle Hassan 1856-182thdon: Zed Books

1992). p 47.

8 |bid.

8 Mohamed Ahmed was a Sudanese religious leaderiwhi®81, claimed to be the Mahdi, the Islamic
redeemer who will come before the Day of Judgm®@atlan at the time was ruled by a Turkish-Egyptian
government with support from the British, a sitoatresented by the Sudanese people. Ahmed claoned t
be the Mahdi, gathered support from the Sudanesklea an armed rebellion against the government.
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a movement that combined religious and nationaleshents and opposed colonial
powers®

Hassan travelled around the Middle East for adtléaur years before returning
home and establishing a Salihiyya center in Begleeport district on the Gulf of Aden.
Salih had made Hassan an official deputy and esdigritis emissary in Somalia.

By the time of his return, Hassan had fully embda8alih’s teachings. Hassan
spoke out against the useqgafat, as well as other stimulants such as coffee amd-e
demanded a much stricter adherence to prayersragdrgimes, as he felt the religious
community had become too lax. He railed againsernaism and other attributes he saw
as Western, such as hair styles, clothes, and B58dlss protest against all things
Western was Hassan’s first foray into rebelliouvétes. Berbera was a part of British
Somaliland, and the importing of Western clothes euaterials made money for the
British. While certainly not the violent rebelliaghat would come later, this was an
indication that Hassan was opposed to British imealent in Somalia.

Hassan was also distressed by the efforts of Rremssionaries to convert
Somali children to Catholicisf{.While this was not the primary mission of the Bfitor
the Italians, the fact that a colonial power wasrapting to subvert Islam was enough to
make Hassan wary of colonial powers in general.

Hassan was not initially successful in convindmgfellow Somalis to reject

Western culture, however. Hassan was, of courdehemnly Muslim leader active in
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the area. But rather than try to integrate himsdh the already existing religious
establishment, he immediately began to insult apett them. He viewed the established
Sufi efforts of revival “as feeble, even heretit&l Others preached tolerance of the
Westerners, whereas Hassan viewed this as antdhadileading a proper religious life.
Hassan’s aggressiveness was not well receivedhey otligious leaders, the occupying
British, or the general Somali populace.

After the initial rejection of his teachings, Hassnoved inland near his
birthplace to start again. This move was good fasg4n in large part because there was
far less influence from the British the farther @t from the coast The inland Somalis
were less Westernized, so preaching against Weséon was not controversial.
Hassan refined his teachings and over time gathwrigd a significant following.

Hassan'’s rebellion began with a letter. While ldassas opposed to British rule
and Westernization, there had been no indicatiaht was proposing any sort of
violent uprising prior to 1899. In March of thatayehe received a letter from the British
vice-consul, Harry Edward Spiller Cordeaux. Théelestated that a Somali man had
stolen a British-owned gun and was believed torbersy Hassan'’s followers. It
demanded the gun be returned. Hassan responded:

“There is no God but God and Muhammad is the RrophGod!

Oh, man! | have not stolen anything from thee momfanyone else. Seek thy

object from him who has stolen of thee, and setrerwthou pleasethi®

8 |bid, 59.
8 bid, 61.
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While Hassan was insulted by Cordeaux’s accusatidhneft, Cordeaux was in turn
insulted by Hassan’s disrespectful attitude. Upsneipt of his letter, the British labeled
Hassan a rebel. From the British perspective, Hassea gathering a potentially violent
force of followers and had expressed explicitlyi-&ritish sentiments. They saw their
fear of Hassan as justifiable. Hassan, on the dthed, prior to the letter incident, did not
seem to express any interest in controlling ang ampeople outside of his small inland
community.

Hassan'’s first acts of hostility begin just aftiee letter incident. These early
attacks were limited to far off outposts rathemti@ajor military camps. The British
were concerned because Hassan had gathered alangper of fighters, up to 3000 men,
and a significant number of rifles. They expreseir concern in reports to the War
Office in London. However, these fighters were agrofessional army and would come
and go as they saw fit. This lack of discipline &rahing meant Hassan was unable to
conduct the types of raids the British feared heldioHe had a number of early setbacks,
including accusations that he was not sinceresrdbsire to take on the British, which
led to desertion$:

In spite of these initial setbacks, Hassan was &bgrow his numbers and gather
support from among the locals. By the end of 1&®as not just the British but the
Italians and Ethiopians who were concerned withsdasAs it turned out, that concern
was justified. Hassan'’s first major offensives weog with the British but with the
Ethiopians. Hassan'’s forces did not dominate thesies, but they did serve to increase

his legitimacy among the Somalis. It also demotetr#o the British and Italians that

1 Abdi, 93.
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Hassan was not all talk but was really prepardayta. This was a fight the British and
ltalians felt was inevitable.

Hassan’s army became known as the Dervish Armyydame taken from the Sufi
tradition. Traditionally, dervishes are Sufis whgage in ascetic practices in order to
reach a higher spiritual understanding of God. Teiscription in no way describes all
members of Hassan’s army. Nevertheless, this wasdme attributed to them.

One of the early British leaders tasked with diefgethe Dervishes was the
commissioner for the Somali Coast, J. Hayes Saltidnis request for arms, he suggested
that once his troops were fully armed and operatidhe defeat of Hassan would take
roughly one montfi It would instead take twenty years.

Method versus Madness

Mohammed Hassan’s war was primarily a war of rasist, but it was clear that
if he were successful he would need somethingki® tize place of colonial rule. It was
not enough to simply repel the British and Italiddassan also developed nationalist
interests in hopes of creating an independent.state

Hassan’s war of resistance was justified by hisaigeligion. One view is that
Hassan fought everyone who was not on his sidegufweren’t with him you were
against him. But lack of total support is an extegostification for killing someone.
Hassan was criticized for killing Christian Ethiaps as well as other Muslims. The
killing of British or Italians, most of whom wereh@stian, was not an issue, as they were
seen as acting as an imperial force. The justifiodor killing them, then, was

nationalistic rather than religious. The Ethiopiarese another matter. They were native

%2 India Office Records, 1307/157 (1899).
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to the area and had a legitimate claim to landreaadurces. The Ethiopians, however,
allied themselves with the “English Infidels,” samon them was justifietf. Hassan saw
the colonizers as “Christian colonizer4.lh addition to the long-standing rivalry
between the Somalis and the Ethiopians, the Etlungpivere Christian, and that was
apparently enough justification for fighting them.

The rationale for killing Muslims was along thersalines as that use for Killing
Ethiopian Christians. Muslims who sided with thefidlels” were not true Muslims and,
therefore, their deaths were justified.

Hassan was not simply interested in military uigteither. Other than being the
leader of the Dervishes, Hassan is known for baimgry good poet. These two things
are not as distant from each other as one migteaxMuch of Hassan’s poetry was
used to glorify his actions and put down his ensmitewas poetry as propaganda. One of
his more famous poems came in 1913. The Dervishe$ust defeated Colonel Richard
Corfield, a colonial officer tasked with capturingkilling Hassan. Corfield was killed in
battle, and the poerithe Death of Richard Corfieldvas intended to insult his memory
and demoralize his troops.

You have died, Corfield, and are no longer is thorld,

A merciless journey was your portion.

When, Hell-destined, you set out for the OtherM/o

Thqse who have gone to Heaven will question yfdapd is
Wulgr? 'you see the companions of the faithful angetvels of
Heaven,

Answer them how God tried you.

Say to them: ‘From that day to this the Dervisheger ceased
their assaults upon us.

% Sheik-Abdi, 106.
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The British were broken, the noise of battle engpliiis;

With fervor and faith the Dervishes attacked us.’

Say: ‘They attacked us at mid-morning.’

Say: ‘Yesterday in the holy war a bullet fromeaof their old

rifles struck me.

And the bullet struck my arm.’

Say: ‘In fury they fell upon us.’

Report how savagely their swords tore you,

Show these past generations in how many placedathgers were
plunged.

Say: “Friend” | called, ‘have compassion and spaied™

Say: ‘As | looked fearfully from side to side mydrewas plucked from
its sheath.’

Say: ‘My eyes stiffened as | watched with horror;

The mercy | implored was not granted.’

Say: ‘Striking with spear-butts at my mouth theigesdl my soft words;
My ears, straining for deliverance, found nothing;

The risk | took, the mistake | made, cost me mgy. lif

Say: ‘Like the war leaders of old, | cherished gydans for victory.’
Say: ‘The schemes the djinns planted in me brooghtuin.’

Say: ‘When pain racked me everywhere, men lay &esmt my shrieks.’
Say: ‘Great shouts acclaimed the departing of nwy.’'so

Say: ‘Beasts of prey have eaten my flesh and tapart for meat.’
Say: ‘The sound of swallowing flesh and the fat esrfrom the hyena.’
Say: ‘The crows plucked out my veins and tendons.’

Say; ‘If stubborn denials are to be abandoned, thglansmen were
defeated.’

In the last stand of resistance there is alwayatglaughter.

Say: ‘The Dervishes are like the advancing thunolétof a storm,
rumbling and roaring®®

Hassan is clearly expressing ridicule in this pokleis pumping up his troops
(the advancing thunderbolts) while showing thatdgponent, in this case Corfield, will
lose the war and then experience the tormentslbf he

Many of Hassan’s poems attempt to insult or hatglhis enemie3.he Sayyid’'s

Replyis directed at the British. In it Hassan “turnsleaharge made against him into an

% B.W. Andrzejewski and I.M. LewiSomali Poetry: an introductior{Gloucestershire: Clarendon Press,
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attack upon his accuser¥ A Message to the Ogaadi&nanother in which he tries to
convince the Ogaden tribe to give up its alliandd whe British.

In addition to military themed poetry, Hassan ailsote about Islamlhe Path of
Righteousnessncourages people to hold on to Islam and rejeastanity whileThe
Road to Damnatiostresses what it is to be a good Muslim. The gastimportant not
just because it gives us a glimpse into the manwuiode it, but because it establishes a
tactic that will be adopted and updated by laten&lolslamists like al-Shabaab when
they release statements extolling the virtueslafswhile gloating and humiliating their
opponents, as we will see in chapter eight.

The Mullah in Today’s Somalia

Mohammad Hassan waged battle with the Britisiaha, and Ethiopians for
twenty years. He died in 1920, probably of influgnzever having been defeated by the
colonial powers. Hassan’s impact in Somali popaldture should not be understated.
He was the first Somali nationalist. Prior to tledonial period there was no sense of a
Somali national identity. An unintended consequesfaelonialism in a largely tribal
area is that it can create a sense of nationalisong the native people. That is what
happened in Somalia and Mohammad Hassan chanhelef@éling into a revolution.
Clan allegiance was not his concern but rathee@ 8omalia. This alone puts him in the
category of notable revolutionaries throughoutdrigst

Beyond his nationalism though, was his religioagadion. Hassan’s nationalism
was informed by his faith. That may be his greatestribution to Somali society: there

is no Somali nationalism without Islam, there isSmmali resistance without faith. Part
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Il of this text will make clear that the framewaktablished by Hassan is still used today
by modern Islamists: pro-Islam; pro-Somalia; ataiR¢ often anti-Christian; most
certainly anti-Western; anti-Western-backed govesni® such as Ethiopia, Kenya, and
Uganda; propaganda driven; uncompromising. Mohamidessan was the first Somali
nationalist and the first Somali revolutionary,ra-gursor to modern Somali Islamism,
and his legacy continues today.
The Fascist Government

Benito Mussolini came to power in Italy in a noielent coup in October 1922.
Prior to assuming power, Mussolini had not beetiq@darly pro-colonialism. However,
once in office he became convinced that Italy ndedeempire” All the reasons given
for building an Italian Empire by Mussolini and Ipisedecessors proved to be ineffectual
in the end. Italians never settled in Libya or Esfsica in the numbers that Mussolini or
his predecessors had hoped. Only about 50,008ritahad settled in the colonies by the
time Mussolini came to power, but he envisionedntdiion Italians populating the
colonies®® Additionally, these colonies never provided theremmic benefit that they
were intended to.

Casare Maria De Vecchi, a trusted ally of Mussaimil supporter of Italian
Fascism, became the colonial governor for Somajieaa after Mussolini assumed
power. He strengthened the Somali Police Corpsdantiinded that chiefs who were

deemed uncooperative turn over all weapons and amitionu®® Not surprisingly, some
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chiefs resisted, and De Vecchi moved to strip teétheir weapons by overwhelming
force.

Additionally, despite their previous admonition agga slavery, Italian plantation
owners would capture Somalis and force them to workhe plantations. They were
beaten with whips and allowed to become malnoudsffeyoung girls were sometimes
taken to service the sexual desires of the colistsah what was called the ‘Madame
system .}

De Vecchi also sought to raise revenue in Sontlat@ugh the implementation of
new taxes. Prior to his tenure as governor, Soroalig paid import and export taxes. De
Vecchi instituted a hut tax, business tax, incoaxe &nd a bachelor tax for single men
between the ages of twenty-five and sixty-five.

By 1928 De Vecchi had increased Italian controledl by taking over some of
the remaining independent sultanates in northemalia, stabilizing southern Somalia,
and raising revenue. He returned to Italy a success

One area the colonial power had ignored was edutatis mentioned before,
there was not real Christian follow-up to the goweent’s mission in Somalf&> The
government did not take a role in education inrdggon until 1929. By 1935 ten schools
and five orphanages were run by the governmentbas claims these did little by way

of a “civilizing mission in Somalia’® Part of the reason to increase education was the
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hope that the Somali youth would take to fascishe fascist government in Rome
feared that the nationalism taking root in neigifgpKenya would spread to Somalia as
well.*®° Despite this, education for Somalis ended witmeletary schoo!®® No upper
levels of education were available to them.

The Ogaden is a disputed area claimed by both $a@uadl Ethiopia as their
own. In 1934, an Ethiopian force arrived at andtalgarrison in Walwal, a territory
within the Ogaden. The Ethiopians demanded thaltéians and Somalis leave. A
skirmish broke out between the two sides, leavidig Ethiopians and an unknown
number of Somalis and Italians ded8Mussolini had been planning for war with
Ethiopia as early as 1932, but the Walwal Incidguwe him the excuse he needed to
launch it}°® Geoffrey Garratt contends that what happened &v@¥avas a “carefully
staged ‘frontier incident.**®

With Mussolini’s war machine in place, the Italisarsd Somalis marched into
Ethiopia. By June of 1936, Addis Ababa had falem Italy declared one colony in the
Horn of Africa consisting of Ethiopia, Somalia, aBdtrea, which became known as
Africa Orientale Italiana (Italian East Africa). iBhwould be the peak of the Italian

enterprise in the Horn of Africa, however. Fourrgelater, Italy would be embroiled in

World War 11, and by 1941 the British had overrtaian East Africa. Mogadishu fell in
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February 1941, Addis Ababa in April that same yaad the Italian colonial period
officially ended on the 27of November, 1941.
Operation Caesar

The British reinstated Haile Selassie as emper@B#i, marking the return of an
independent Ethiopia. The British, however, decittedold on to Libya, Eritrea, and
Somalia until the war ended and their fate couldétermined® Once again Somalis
found themselves unable to determine their own faitt their future in the hands of
non-Somalis. Animosity still existed between theratis and the Ethiopians, as shown
by Emperor Selassie’s claim to both Eritrea and &@m

The British hoped to get the U.S. to help admimiated dismantle the Italian
colonies, but it was reluctant. The U.S. was irdt@ in controlling Japanese territories
after the war and did not want to be stretchedhon Additionally, the Americans
feared Soviet interest in the Horn of Africa and dot want to get pulled into a conflict
with the Soviet Union over former Italian colonies.

In the aftermath of World War II, Italy attemptemhold on to many of its
colonial assets. This was not up to Italy, thougit,up to the victorious powers and the
United Nations. Italy, like all of the defeatedinat, was at this point not a member of
the U.N., so had very little influence over theqeedings. The U.N. General Assembly
wanted the defeated Axis powers to retain as litfleence as possible over emerging

nations such as the former colonial states. Aduiiiy, Britain and the United States felt
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that, given the animosity toward Italy in the HafAfrica, a ruling in favor of Italy had
the potential to cause outrage and violence irHibie 12

The British Foreign Office proposed to unite Somalith British Somaliland and
the Ogaden in an effort to create a Greater Sontaliaopia agreed to give up its claim
to the Ogaden in return for more control over Edtand, therefore, more access to the
sea. The British would then have to maintain atéeship over this Greater Somalia,
which would be difficult—given the heavy toll Britepaid during the war--or be forced to
return it to the ltalians or hand it to the Soviets

No one liked this plan. The Americans did not wantiake control of the land
themselves but did not want the Soviets to géhé;Soviets felt they were being boxed
out of Africa; and the British were reluctant t;méwl| such a large area, given their other
commitments around the world. Also, there was d-feeinded fear that the Ethiopians
would not make good on their promise to give up@igaden. Independence was not
even considered, as there seemed to be no onenali@avho could unify and
effectively control the entire country. This Idfiet Italians.

In the end, Italy lost nearly all of its formera@oial states: Libya, Eritrea, and
Ethiopia. But it was given a ten-year trusteeshigr&omalid* Italy did have an
Ethiopia problem, though. The frontier borders ket the two countries had never been
agreed upon, and Ethiopia demanded that the Bhasid over Somalia only up to the

straight-line border that appears on most mapseliyegiving the Ogaden back to
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Ethiopia. The British, Italians, and Ethiopians etelly agreed on the straight-line
border. Ethiopia further objected to the fact tiat U.N. was handing over control of
Somalia to a country that was not a U.N. mentbefdding to this conflict was the
suspicion by the Ethiopians that Italy had plansetstablish some semblance of a
colonial presence in the Horn, using Somalia asirsg place''® Ethiopia and Italy also
disagreed on Eritrea. Italy supported Eritrea’®aaimy, whereas Ethiopia saw Eritrea as
a part of it. This meant that from the beginnindha trusteeship, Italy was in conflict
(non-violent) with Ethiopia, which made for tengeds along the long border between
Somalia and Ethiopia.

Italy’s trusteeship was to last ten years, at Wigicint Somalia was to reach
independence. Hector McNeil, Minister of Statehat British Foreign Office, was
skeptical as to whether Somali independence caallfiyrbe achieved in ten
years-'Nevertheless, in March 1950 the Italians implemeé@geration Caesar, the
handover of power from the British to the Italidh’.

The Italians had many hurdles to overcome in Santeyond the feelings of
animosity felt by many Somalis. The Italian econdmag collapsed as a result of the
war, and at the time they were given the job of iaistering Somalia, the Italians
themselves were receiving millions of dollars id @ia the Marshall Plan. This meant the

ltalian administration in Somalia was operatinghwimited economic resourcé¥’
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Additionally, the administration had to deal walans in a way that previous
Italian administrations had not had to. Very littlensideration of clans had been given
during fascist rule, but now under this ‘kindernger’ Italian administration, clan
considerations would have to be addressed. For grathe Hawiye were located
mainly in the Mogadishu area and had had long-stgmdiealings with the Italians. The
Hawiye favored the trusteeship, whereas the Danadle up mostly of the Somali Youth
League, an anti-ltalian political party, did 6.

The Somali Youth League was formed during the &ritule after World War I,
and by the time of the Italian trusteeship it waes foremost political party in the country.
The SYL quickly proved to be the most organized Slpmun organization in the
country. The Italians found them to be a radicalugr;, but, given their popularity, the
administration was forced to deal with them. By @85 egislative Assembly was
convened, and the SYL won 43 out of 60 sédtébdullahi Issa, an early member of the
SYL, was elected Somalia’s first Prime Minister.

British Somaliland was granted independence on 26n&960, and became the
State of Somaliland. Five days later, on Julytlhe Trust Territory of Somalia was also
granted independence and merged with the Statero&ldand to form the independent
Somali Republic.

The Somali Republic
When the Italians entered Somalia, they enterazlatry that was essentially

stateless. The sultan of Zanzibar had limited aitthover the region, and the individual
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local chiefs and sultans had control over verytiiareas. It was as decentralized as
could be. It was in this disparate environment thatltalians had to create a state.

Italian policy toward Somalia was inconsistenbast. For some, colonizing
Somalia was a practical matter relating to the pigMesues in Italy. For others it was a
means of economic growth, which ultimately fail&ed for some it was about prestige,
being a colonial power like Britain or France. [wat last group, the fact that Somalia
was chosen was irrelevant; it was simply a meaas tend.

Italy had a system of indirect rule in Somaliaditf nothing to dismantle the clan
system or make major shifts in legal systems (ahemd xeer were still used by the clans
with Italian approval). Chiefs were co-opted rattiem overthrown or replaced. The
Italians never got involved with the clans or ewesde much of an effort to understand
the clan systerff? Nor did they attempt to create any political sysfer the Somalis
based on anything other than the clan. At the éWlarld War I, there were no political
parties in Somalia other than the Fascist parthefitalians. The only other political
division was among clar§®

While the Italians never seemed to have an expécial attitude towards the
Somalis, they did maintain an air of superiorithey had a paternalistic attitude,
describing the Somali as “children under the guidaof their Italian father®*

When the Italian trusteeship came into being B0l % had ten years to turn
Somalia into a functioning, Western-style statereHees the heart of Somalia’s problems

in the following years. The Italians were to takestern values and structures and apply
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them to an area that had never before had anyofypentralized government. While the
Somalis now had political parties, they were onfgwa years old and, for the most part,
not very organized.

On one hand, it is hard to blame the Italians. ¥Wexe they supposed to do after
all? They understood European-style states. Thdgnstood democracies and
monarchies, socialism, and fascism, all systemis stitong centralized powers. It makes
sense that they would attempt to instill Europeigtes/alues on an African nation.
Additionally, they were trying to get back into therld’s good graces after being on the
losing side of a devastating war. It is safe tauassthat when Britain, the U.S., and the
other Western powers gave Italy the trusteesh@y, Wiere expecting not just an
independent, but a Western-style Somalia, and Waly going to give them what they
wanted.

A multitude of obstacles stood in the way of tangleavor, not the least of which
was that the Somali language had no written formd,there was considerable debate as
to what a written Somali language should look liBeme advocated for a Latin script,
while other wanted an Arabic-based script, andrd tjroup argued for a uniquely
Somali script. There was certainly more affinity fbe Arabic script rather than the Latin
based one. However, as David Laitin points out ‘Anabic language and script are
vowel-poor, while the Somali language is vowel-riahd that in Arabic, vowels can
often be omitted without loss of meaning, wher@aSaomali, vowels are critically

important for meaning**® The battle over language went on for years, dunihigh time
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English, Italian, and Arabic were all used to vagydegree on official documents and in
schools. Not until 1972, was the Latin script atlty adopted.

Beyond the language issue, was the simple facGbuatalis had no experience
running a government. The entire civil service, etthivas being run by the Italians, had
to be transferred to the Somalis. This meant tlegdad to be educated in how to run
various departments.

During the entire time Somalia was an Italian cglahwas supported
economically by the Italian government. It alsoeiged a great deal of international
monetary support. By 1960, when Italy handed owetrol to a sovereign, independent
Somali government, Somalia was still not econonycslf-sufficient. Somalia was free

but still on very shaky ground.
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Chapter 4
THE VARITIES OF ISLAMISM IN SOMALIA

Islamism is a term about whose definition thenedsagreement. It has been used
synonymously with phrases such as “political Islafislamic fundamentalism,” or
“radical Islam.” It has been linked to conservatimevements but can be seen as
progressive as welf® Islamism is often seen as anti-modern, but, awilVsee, that is
not necessarily the ca$€.Islamism is religious, political, and it providasense of
identity, one that is uniquely Muslim and distificim the West?®

This chapter will explore some of the definitiaafdslamism and how Islamism
as developed over time. This chapter will alsousschow in Somalia, Islamism has
largely been a tool for resistance. The modeltitr was the pre-Islamist Mohammad
Hassan, who was discussed earlier. But numeroes tsfamist movements have
followed in Hassan'’s footsteps.
A Problem of Definition

The earliest uses of the term “Islamism” date ®rtiid-1700s. It was used as a
way to describe the Muslim religion and as a symoty the now obsolete term
Mohammedanisrf’ The term Mohammedanism was an attempt by Westiwla's to
show that Muslims, like Christians, had a religemmtered on a prophet. However, it was

eventually realized that the role Jesus plays ins@tantiy and Muhammad plays in Islam
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respectively are not parallel, as Muslims do notshigp Muhammad as Christians
worship Christ. Hence, a new term was needed.dri800s, we see the French
beginning to use the term Islamiskal@misme)put in this sense it simply meant
Islam*° All of this ignores the fact that Muslims referridtheir own religion as Islam.
By the beginning of the twentieth century, both tidwens Mohammedanism and Islamism
were on the way out, and the religion of Muslimsweferred to in the West by its
proper name--Islam.

In the 1970s and 80s, we get an increase in Islgmmiotivated resistance groups
taking violent action, much of it directed at Idra@roups such as the Palestinian
Liberation Organization, Abu Nidal Organization,rias, Hezbollah, Egyptian Islamic
Jihad, (who played a role in the assassinationggpkan president Anwar Sadat) among
others all participated in acts of violence witlaisic undercurrents. Additionally,
political movement led to the rise of the IslamiegRblic in Iran and the National
Congress Party (and ideological predecessor tdl#tienal Islamic Front) in Sudan.
While not all of these organization would be coesadl Islamist, there was a need to find
a new term to distinguish these religio-politiced@nizations from orthodox Islam.

The cases of Iran and Sudan are illustrative @cthmplication regarding what is
or is not Islamist. Francois Burgat has called kmathintries Islamist, creating an
equivalency between the Islamic Republic of Irahiclw came to power in the aftermath
of a people’s revolution in 1979, and the IslarRspublic in Sudan, which came to

power via a coup d’etat ten years ldt8rThis equivalency is not universally accepted,
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however. Abdullahi Gallab argues that Islamistsdglby are products of a public
education system. They are more often than notfanotally trained religious scholars
and are often resentful of tkikama the formally trained Islamic scholars often sasn

the authoritative interpreters of Isldif.The system in Iran, a predominantly Shia nation,
is set up precisely so that formally trained ckemace in control. Khomeini'¥ilayat-e

Fagih (Guardianship of Jurists) places power in the Bafdhe Muslim elite rather than

in the hands of the Muslim people at large. laglg¢hat the prophet Muhammad stated
the “scholars are the heirs of the Prophets,” ailitlea becomes the basis for placing
power in the hands of the Islamic schof&fs.

Iran is very different from Sudan, in which the pdbat led to the establishment
of the Islamist republic was led by military offt®mar al-Bashir, albeit with significant
influence and input by Hasan al-Turabi, a lawyetrajning and a leading Sudanese
Islamist. Al-Turabi was not a formally trained thegian and was often critical of the
ulama®®** He felt the ulama based their theology and jutidpnce on books that were
hundreds of years old. The ulama were outdatedrargdinsufficient arbiters of Islam in
the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Al-Turahiw the Sudanese Islamist state as the
model for the rest of the Muslim worl& This idea that there can be a beacon of
Islamism that will influence global Muslims is otfet is shared by many Islamists and
has its roots in the works of Egyptian IslamistyayQutb. The new Sudanese

government went so far as to work with internatldsiamist groups, such as al-Qaeda,

32 Abdullahi Gallab.The First Islamist Republic: Development and Disgration of Islamism in the
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to come up with a plan to implement their globédnsist agenda. A military coup was
successful in establishing an Islamist state inaB8udnd the thought was that it could be
replicated in other weak Muslim nations. Presstomfthe international community
eventually led the Sudanese government to expeh@$en Laden from the country in
1996, and increased tension between al-Turabi BBdshir led to the disbanding of the
government and eventual arrest of al-Turdblslamism is no bulwark against in-
fighting and changing allegiances. The beaconlafist Sudan did not last.

One last example of Islamism manifesting itseldistate is the case of the
Taliban of Afghanistan. The Taliban are often sagthe prime case study in the
discussion of Islamism achieving power. There anaraber of stories mythologizing
how the Taliban came into being, but one is gehecahsidered accurate. In 1994, some
locals came to see Mohammad Omar, a mullah at & Afghan madrassa. They told
Omar that a local warlord had kidnapped two gstgved their heads, and brought them
to the warlord’s camp where they were repeatedigdd®’ Mullah Omar gathered about
thirty men, only half of whom were armed, and weenthe camp. They successfully
freed the girl and executed the warlord.

Some months later, two warlords in Kandahar wegletiing over a young boy
they both wanted to ragé® Omar’s group intervened and freed the boy. Thesiéénts
led to Omar’s being asked to become more actiwolving disputes. Omar asked for no

rewards, only that he be allowed to establish EmiE system for settling such disputes.
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Omar’s actions brought him to the attention of Bfadistani government, which
was looking for allies in Afghanistan to help sextnade routes. Then President of
Afghanistan, Mohammed Najibullah’s government hittklcontrol outside of Kabul,
and dealing with warlords is unstable and probl&raitbest. The Pakistani government
began to supply Omar’s group, the Taliban, in ergedor its securing fueling posts and
clearing roads. Pakistanis crossed over the bamli¢began to join Omar’s group. The
Taliban began to score victory after victory oves tvarlords, and by the end on 1994
had complete control of Kandahar, Afghanistan’®sedargest city> Their successes
continued, and by September, 1996 the Taliban hptliced Kabul, and therefore,
Afghanistan.

Prior to 2001, a case could be made that the Tralib&fghanistan were very
similar to al-Shabaab in Somalia. They were focusetbcal issues and governance and
had little interest in any sort of global caliphatewaging violent jihad outside of
Afghanistan. They did, however, host al-Qaeda,\ahnen al-Qaeda attacked the U.S. on
September 1%, 2001, the Taliban’s and al-Qaeda’s fates becameorably linked. Over
a decade later, the Taliban still exists and Ikadtivar with the U.S. and allied countries.

The pre-2001 Taliban was different from the Islamia Sudan. From its
inception, Sudanese Islamists saw themselves esample for the rest of the Muslim
world. The Taliban did not. The Sudanese Islantiatsa global agenda, whereas the
Taliban were limited to Afghanistan. Even today,cmof the Taliban’s rhetoric has to
do with getting the U.S. and it allies out of Afgligtan, not spreading Islamism beyond

its borders.
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Iran, whether you define it as Islamist or not, adaempted to Islamize the nation
from the top down. In Sudan, an attempt also wadena force Islamist ideology upon
the larger society from the top down. In Afghamstaowever, Mullah Omar got the
people on his side before achieving power. WherexCailed was his increasing
dependence on Pakistan and non-state actors satiQasda. This sped up his ascent to
power but at the expense of fully changing Afghaciety. He had a large number of
supporters but had not won over the vast majofith® Afghan people prior to taking
over. All three examples are different. The respeaovernments came to power in
different ways (revolution, coup, civil war) andJeadifferent views on the role Islam
should play in government and society. Even thotiggy have different views on what
Islamism is, all three “feel” Islamist because tladiyhave a conservative, anti-secular,
Islamic disposition. The cases of Iran, Sudan, Afigthanistan demonstrate the
complexities of Islamism and how we define it.

To return for a moment to the evolution of thertgrology, in the U.S. the term
“Islamic Fundamentalism” was used initially to delse what we now called Islamism.
This caused a number of problems, however. The Wordlamentalism” has Protestant
Christian origins. In the 1920s, there was a schisthe Presbyterian Church in America
between liberal Christians who embraced modermity @nservative Christians who
adopted a more literal view of biblical teachingsl aejected the notion that Christianity
and science, for example, could be reconciled.rbst notable event to come from this

time period is the Scopes Monkey Trial in whichublpc school teacher was tried for
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teaching Darwinism. From the 1920s to the late $9#te term “fundamentalism” was
specifically used to describe conservative Chmstiand Christians only.

With what appeared to be the rise of a consergdsilam, the term
“fundamentalism” was transplanted to a Muslim cghtMany scholars, such as Bernard
Lewis and John Esposito, argue against the udeed&tm given its Christian origiri&
Esposito further argues that the term is not paleity useful. It has been used to
describe both the unstable, anti-American Qadedgiimne in Libya and the “low-key,
pro-American” Saudi regime in Saudi Arabfa These regimes do not have much in
common, yet have both been labeled fundament@h&trefore the term
“fundamentalism” does not tell you anything abdwedge regimes.

Nevertheless, there has been an expansion ofiime“tundamentalism” rather
than a movement away from it. The FundamentalisojeBr argues that fundamentalism
is a religious reaction in opposition to modernkfyndamentalism is not specifically
Christian but exists across traditioféMark Juergensmeyer, while not as explicit as the
Fundamentalism Project, seems to make a similamaegt-** Fundamentalism can be

Christian, or Muslim, or Jewish, or Sikh, or Budsthiand on and on. Fundamentalism

exists, or has the potential to exist, in multipphaitions. Even atheism has
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fundamentalist elements to it. Alister and Joanm&kéth refer to the New Atheism
movement as “atheist fundamentalist’”

As with the earlier use of the term “Islamism,gtimnodern usage also originated
with the French. There was a fear that using “Istami to describe new movements
while older texts used the term to describe Islameneral might confuse people. It may
seem as if scholars were saying these radical graepe representative of Islam as a
whole*® Nevertheless, the term caught on, and by the 4889s was being used in the
u.S.

One difficulty is separating the political frometheligious. In Philip Hitti’'s book
Islam: A Way of Lifethe text is broken down into three main sectiogalidg with Islam
as religion, as politics, and as cultdf&This encapsulates one view of Islam--that it is
all-encompassing. If that is the case, then thermilslamism at all. Everything is Islam,
and political matters are just one aspect of isdaan Tibi argues that the political needs
to be stripped clean from the religiot{§ The implication is that the two are linked
together, but, according to Tibi, that is negatnel they need to be separated. How do
we distinguish between what we see as normatiligiaesly focused Islamic practice
and the politically driven Islamism if they are batnder the banner of Islam?

Islamism is a reaction to the domination of thestWin the first half of the

twentieth century, pan-Arabism sought to unite softie newly independent Middle
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Eastern states. While the majority of people inNhddle East are Muslim, this was not a
predominantly Islamic movement. It reached its apetke late 1950s/early 1960s. But
while nationalist movements and pan-Arabism weaeheg their climax, another more
religiously based ideology was on the rise: Islamis

Discussions on the origins of Islamism inevitabdgim in Egypt with the Muslim
Brotherhood. The Muslim Brotherhood has been dssdisit length elsewhere, so | will
just provide a thumbnail sketch of its origins h¥feHassan al-Banna (d. 1949) founded
the group in 1928 largely as a reaction to thesiweness of Western culture and British
domination in Egypt. He opposed not only the Wesiefluence on Egyptian society but
also the Egyptian Muslims who allowed it.

Politically, al-Banna did not see any separatiomotque and state in Islamic
writings or tradition. This was a core belief bétMuslim Brotherhood. The prophet
Muhammad was a religious, military, political, andtural leader. This was the societal
structure he created and, therefore, was the fiasis ideal society. Al-Banna did not
look at the world as an Egyptian or an Arab. Hisspective was first and foremost that
of a Muslim*®

Al-Banna was raised in a very religious househHlid.father, Shaykh Ahmad
‘Abdur-Rahman al-Banna, was a respected scholaadith although he himself had
little formal religious education. The senior alfiB@ was in contact with many

prominent Islamic scholars of the day, and youngataspent time around this group of
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scholars growing up. One friend of Ahmad al-Banm@a 8haykh Muhammad Zahran, an
instructor at the local mosque school. Like Haséatlser, Shaykh Zahran did not have
the formal religious education of many Islamic delh& Zahran was clearly a mentor to
Hasan and is praised in the latter's memoirs fermjfifted teaching abilities and piey).

Hasan al-Banna was pro-active in his religiositgrein his youth. He was
criticized by schoolmates for being too zealousndss opposition to school uniforms
because they violated his perception of approptsiéenic dress. Al-Banna wanted “to
enforce moral correctness” whenever he felt it asag/*>* Beyond the clear impact his
religious upbringing had on him, al-Banna was alected by the revolution in Egypt in
1919, when he was just thirteen years old. WhiHBaina may not have been a
revolutionary himself, he was of a generation thas old enough to remember both a
colonial life and the nationalist pride that cam#&wvindependence. Religious devotion
and desire for activism coalesced inside him jgdt@was coming of age.

In addition to al-Banna’s personal journey andtrefeship with Islam, he also
had a long history to look back upon. From its ptan until the nineteenth century,
Islamic lands and people largely had been independéeere were dynastic imperial
states that encompassed a multitude of ethnieititssemi-autonomous local areas
linked ostensibly to a caliphi? It is in the nineteenth century that many Muslands
became subject to colonial rule, including al-Bdsmammeland—Egypt. This is a

dramatic role reversal for Islam. Now, rather tivadependent, Muslims around the
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world are subjects to Western, Christian powershétuld not be surprising then that
when al-Banna envisions a pushback against Wegtavers, it is centered around Islam.
Besides being a religion, Islam was a once-greaefm the world, and it could be so
again.

Patriotism and nationalism were Western concepp®gad on Muslims. Al-
Banna believed that the feelings and emotionspgatitotism and nationalism inspired
could be found in Islam, but he experienced resctsgdrom the people when he tried to
express his feelings. “When you try to acquaietBastern peoples—they being Muslim--
with the fact that this is to be found in Islamaiistate more complete, more pure, more
lofty, and more exalted than anything that candamd in the utterances of Westerners
and Europeans, they reject it and persist in imigathe latter blindly, claiminghat Islam
belonged in one category and this ideology in agoth® What al-Banna was coming
into conflict with was the idea that there is aag@pion of religion and politics, a notion
he completely rejected.

Upon al-Banna’s death in 1949, Sayyid Qutb becdraertain ideological center
of the Muslim Brotherhood and Islamism in genefalr Qutb “Islamism’s first principle
is hakimiyyat Allah God-Government*®* This is the foundational idea of Islamism and
is in agreement with al-Banna’s idea that the tohthe prophet was an ideal time.
Western ideas of statehood that evolved from tleafjrof Westphalia (discussed in the
next chapter) are irrelevant. Democracy is prem@ethe idea that man is subject only

to himself. But this view is flawed as man is subf® God. Therefore, a God-centric
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government is the ideal. It is worth noting that alb Muslim Brothers were enamored
with Qutb’s ideas. Hassan al-Hudaybi, the leadg@meral Guide of the Muslim
Brotherhood after al-Banna’s death, disagreed @itkb’s assertion that the Islamic
governments of the era were really not Islamidn al-Hudaybi’s view, man could not
judge the depth or sincerity of another man'’s fditlat is left up to God alone.
Nevertheless, Qutb’s ideas were influential amdrwgBrothers at the time.

Modern Islamism has its roots in al-Banna and ith&r developed by Quitb. It is
important to note that neither of these men haar@dl Islamic education. This could
account for the difference in tone in Islamism atiter Islamic reform movements. The
focus was more on politics and government ratham theological matters.

The time of the prophet and his companions wasl@al time according to Qutb.
They struggled to pull the world out of a stategsforance jahiliyyah) and turned
people’s attention toward God. Qutb argued thae@ygain the world had fallen into a
state of ignorance, and it was the obligation osNmus to again turn the world toward
God.

Just to further complicate matters, we have tha salafismto contend with.
Salafism also rejects modernity and looks backtime of ideal Islamgalafmeans
“predecessors,” referring to Muhammad and his conge), but it differs from
Islamism in a number of ways. First, salafis areliipal rather than focused on politics.
Rather than try to change the existing governmgstes, as Islamists try to do, salafis

are content to ignore it. They turn inward and Ugwexist in communities of like-
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minded individuals rather than attempt a totalrrestiring of government. Political
parties, even Islamic ones, are dangerous, adikigle and fragment Muslims. Political
parties also have the potential for veneration lekaer, which places too much emphasis
on an individual and not on Islam itséf.Second, salafis see jihad as strictly a defensive
war defending Muslims against non-Muslims. Attackather Muslims, even if they are
oppressing Muslims, is not jihad. Jihad and revoluare not synonymous. This differs
from Islamists who see oppressive Muslim leadetsgimate targets of jihad.

Salafism emerged in the nineteenth century aa@iom to the growing strength
of Western powers. Islamic reformers Muhammad Ab@Li905) and his successors
Rashid Rida (d. 1935) and Ali Abd al-Raziq (d. 1p&&ued that Islam had become
stagnant and was susceptible to influence fronWhkst. They sought to purify Islam of
Western influence while making Islam compatiblehwitodernity. Abduh saw no
conflict between Islam and modernity and believadrh could be a foundation on which
life in the modern world could be buift’ Abd al-Raziq went further than Abduh in
calling for a complete separation of Islam andestde rejected the traditional view that
Islam has both religious and political elements Wark in concert. Abd al-Raziq argued
that the prophet Muhammad never called for an Iel@overnment nor acted as a head
of state and that not enough material exists igicels scripture to accurately construct
any form of Islamic government® This is in contrast with the view of Hasan al-Bann

who believed Islam was a comprehensive systemdimajuboth religion and governance.
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In this tradition then, salafis are less politiaat focus on their religiouda’wa (call to
understand Allah and live by His wiftj? Calls for an Islamic state are irrelevant as that
is a political goal and therefore a distractiomirfocus of God. Salafis also believe that
“any practice (such as Sufi rituals), belief (sashin saints), or behavior (for example,
those anchored in customary law) not directly suggabby the Quran, or for which there
was no precedent in Muhammad's acts and sayingsyild be rejectedf?

There is also a movement within Salafism callechiédism. Begun by
Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab in eighteenth centurgida, Wahhabism focuses on the
oneness of Goddwhid or monotheism), strict interpretation of the Quy’and fighting
againstshirk (polytheism)'®* Wahhab allied himself with Muhammad ibn Saud, who
would go on to conquer much of Arabia and whoséljawould found Saudi Arabia.
Through the institutional support of the natiorSaiudi Arabia, Wahhabis have opened
mosques and charities in nations outside of Saualbid, which has increased its
notoriety. One of Muhammad Abduh’s most importaniofvers, Rashid Rida, initially
had ideas similar to that of Abduh. He felt thatomof the backwardness of many
Muslim countries was caused by their straying fftnee” Islam. Over time he came to
embrace the Wahhabi movement because he felt “Vadbatrine was that of original
Muslims."°?

Modernity seems to be the tipping point when it esrto Islamism. It is the

modern world that is ignorant, while the world chgyiMuhammad’s time was the ideal,
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to be replicated through political means. The daaghen is not, “Is Islam inherently
political or all-encompassing?” It is, “Is Islamrmapatible with modernity?” Do Muslims
need to reject modernity, as salafis would argue MDslims need to force modernity to
comply with Islam, as many conservative Islamistaila argue? Or does Islam need to
adapt to the modern world, as many progressive iMgsiould argue? This is the battle
that is being waged within Islam right now.

The total fallout of the Arab Spring is yet to b&kvn, but one potential effect is
the rise of Islamist governments in Egypt, Tunisiag elsewhere. This is not something
to be feared. If Islamists gain power, they willstbunder democratic means. If they
want to maintain power--and all politicians wanttaintain power--then they will need
to uphold democratic principles lest another upgdake place. Islam and democracy are
very much compatible. Or to put it more broadly,d@md democracy are compatible.
Western leaders talk about God all the time. Pegd&] prime ministers, governors,
senators, and mayors frequently mention God indpee There is little difference in a
man in a tie referencing God and a man kufareferencing Allah.

The Islamism Movement Comes to Somalia

Pinpointing the beginnings and development of Sotskamism can be
confusing. There has been a variety of groups naaualy of them have gone through
name changes and have created offshoots with nédmees and on and on. The diversity
of Islamic groups is further complicated by theigiton on the ground. The chaotic
Somali environment over the last twenty years haamnthat there has been relatively

little scholarship in the area, and the journalisthdeavors have been spotty at best. The
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rest of this chapter will attempt to bring a littkrity to the development of Somali
Islamism.

The Somali Islamic League is thought to be the §reup with an Islamist
orientation in Somalid®® As was pointed out in an earlier chapter, initialonial efforts
in Somalia were not supported by Christian misgipmaativities due to disagreements
between the Italian government and the Catholicr€@huHowever, by the time of the
Italian trusteeship, these differences were losgled, and there was a missionary
effort during this time. The Somali Islamic Leaguas formed in 1952 as a direct
response to these missionary efforts.

The Somali Islamic League was less focused on sssugovernance and more
focused on preserving Islamic culture and religiptectices. The League had support
from the Somali Youth League (SYL), the first aadjest political party in Somalia, at
the time. Together they opened Arabic schools topmie with the Italian-run education
system®* These schools were funded, at least partial\Edypt and were intended to
link Somalia to the wider Arabic world. By the timé&independence in 1960, a number
of students who had either been educated in thesgicdschools in Somalia or had
received an education at Arab universities elseahEnese students had been exposed to
the teachings of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egym &rought these ideas back to

Somalia.

163 Abdurahman M. Abdullahi, “The Islah Movement: Islie Moderation in War-torn Somalia.” 2008.
P.5.
%4 bid, 5-6.

85



Afyare Abdi EImi says there are multiple accoumtsthe introduction of
Islamism into Somalid® Besides the role of the Muslim Brotherhood, Elmgjuses that
Sheikh Nur Ali Olow, upon return from a stay in 8aArabia in the 1950s, brought back
a Wahhabi-oriented school of thought (Wahhabis icenghemselves to be salafis, as
they see themselves as maintaining the traditidheprophet; however, they differ from
other salafis on the issue of jihad. Wahhabis s&agivg jihad against other Muslims they
consider to be apostates as not only appropridte Huty)'® The Somali religious
establishment reacted harshly towards Olow bedaigsé&/ahhabi beliefs were not a
popular ideology in Somalia at the time.

The Islamists in Somalia during the late 1960seantly 1970s were non-violent
and focused on promoting Islamic culture, very munckeeping with the Muslim
Brotherhood ideals of the 1970s as opposed to tbth&hood’s more violent
beginnings. After Siad Barre took control of Soraat 1969, he began to oppress any
opposition groups, be they politically or religibpbased. In 1975, there was a
crackdown on the Islamists, and many were arresté&dled. This had the desired effect
for the regime and led to an exodus of IslamisimmfSomalia. These Islamists went to
other countries in the region (Egypt, Sudan, Saudbia) and encountered a wider
variety of Muslim scholars. This generation of Stienkslamists in diaspora were
exposed to the peaceful ideas of the Muslim Brétbed but also to more aggressive

ideas from salafist groups and Wahhabi teachingsy\f these exiles, upon their
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return, were far more accepting to the Wahhabilapgothat Olow had been preaching
for close to twenty years.

Abdurahman Abdullahi states that these “Somalimgtamovements could be
characterized in the 1970s as having immature aratienal attachment to the Islamic
revivalist ideology, very low organizational caggcmeager economic resources, and a
romantic approach to social and political realiti€€ They were eager for a chance to
develop their ideas in Somalia but were deniedapgabrtunity and exposed to other
more radical views of Islamism.

Interestingly enough, while many who would everiuaecome Islamists were
fleeing Somalia, Sheikh Mohamed Moallim Hassan keasrning to Somalia. Hassan
had received his undergraduate and Master’s degrgdslosophy from al-Azhar
University in Egypt and was working on a doctoratéin Shams University. He
returned to Somalia prior to finishing his studiesl began teaching Qur’anic
interpretation tafsir) at a Mogadishu mosqd€® Hassan quickly became a well-respected
member of the Somali religious community. He wassgguently imprisoned for twelve
years under the Siad Barre regime, only addinggeredibility. Hassan was known to
be an authority on Qur’anic interpretation andéedd that Sayyid Qutbi Zilal al-
Quran (In the Shade of the Qur'amjas an authoritative tafsif’ This was an unusual

stance, as Qutb did not have a formal Islamic etlutand was not considered a part of
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theulama(lslamic scholars). While Hassan was in prisoa,gtoupTakfir wal-Hijra
(Excommunication and Emigration) emerged and wiigdanced by Hassan’s teachings.
Takfir wal-Hijra was originally an Egyptian grougmerging in the 1960s and following
Qutb’s ideas about an Islamic state. This is yettzar example of Egyptian Islamism
flowing to Somalia. The Somali wing of Takfir beled that those who do not rule in
accordance with Islam are infidelsafirs) and those who follow infidels and do nothing
to stop them are themselves infidEi8As the Siad Barre regime was a socialist regime,
members of the government and those regular Sombhbsdid nothing to oppose them
were all considered infidels.

It is clear that Islamism entered Somalia in a nends different ways during the
1950s and 1960s. As Somali Islamism developedtired 970s, it spawned a number of
groups and movements. Some have been more suddbssfwthers at getting their
message across. Some have turned to violence, athiées have been adamantly
opposed to it. Next, we will examine the differgymes of Islamist groups that have
appeared in Somalia.

Three Forms of Somali Islamism

As we saw at the beginning of the chapter, Islamssnot a monolithic
movement. There are different types of Islamistkbrs and groups, and, while those
who advocate violence get the brunt of the attentiot all Islamist groups have violent
tendencies or violent agendas. While the influesfdereign Islamists on Somalis in

exile was profound, it did not radicalize everyone.

1701hid. P. 58.
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In Somalia, Islamist groups can be divided int@éhcamps: political Islamists
(those who take a political approach), missionatgnists (those who are focused on
religious matters but want to influence politicih&s), and Jihadis (those for whom
violence is a legitimate means to an eHdBecause Somali Islamism, just like Islamism
in general, is not monolithic, it is worth explagisome of the Islamist groups other than
the Islamic Courts Union or al-Shabaab to get aseilthe variety that exists within the
country.

Harakat al-Islah(the Reform Movement) falls into the category ofitical
Islamism. It is a peaceful Islamist group startethie 1970s. Formed as a peaceful
resistance movement to the Siad Barre regime,etslners try to reconcile Islamic
beliefs with the basic tenets of a democratic sp@ad focus on the humanitarian needs
of the Somali people They were a driving force hdtthe formation of Mogadishu
University, as education is seen as a tool to imp®omalia’s futuré’? Al-Islah’s own
organization is based on democratic principledetslership council is elected by
members, and council members can serve only tvesyfear terms.

Al-Islah has its problems as well. It has not cawghwith the wider Somali
society. It is seen as mainly highly educated let#lials who are unable to attract the
working class and rural Somalis. Al-Islah also seémhave decent relations with
Ethiopia, Somalia’s long-time traditional enemy,ig¢hdoes not endear the group to

many Somalis. It is also criticized as being a\destern in its orientation, yet,

" These distinctions are addressed in the IntemnailtiBrisis Group repor§omalia’s IslamistéBrussels,
December 2005).

172 Anouar Boukhars, “Understanding Somali Islamisfiretrorism Monitor vol.4 issue 10 (May 18,
2006).
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paradoxically, it is not completely trusted by ivest due to its early connection with the
Muslim Brotherhood in the late 1970s. Nevertheléss,considered a moderate Islamist
group and one that has ties to various aid andtabé organization$”

Majma’ ‘Ulimadda Islaamka ee Soomaaligssembly of Islamic Scholars) is
also a peaceful group dedicated to the promotidslam. This group typically limits
itself to conducting marriage ceremonies and Istagducatiort/* While Majma’ itself is
peaceful, it briefly supported Mohamed Farrah Ai@ld1996), one of Somalia’s most
prominent warlords. Aidid was opposed to the milikareligious point of view of the
jihadi group Al-ltihaad al-Islaami (see below), amelbelieved that allying himself with a
religious group would create a counter-weight tétiahad"®

The decision to support Aidid caused a rift witMajma’ and led to the forming
of a splinter groupAhlu Sunna wal Jama’éollowers of the Sunna and the
Community). Majma’ felt that supporting Aidid wagalitical tactic that would not serve
the cause of promoting Islam and therefore notitite thing to do. Those that broke off
formed Ahlu Sunna wal Jama’a (ASWJ) and joinedderwith Aidid. While Majma is
considered a missionary Islamist group, ASWJ isldigal Islamist group.

Aidid’s death did not lead to ASWJ’s demise, altjouit remained a fairly
inconsequential group until 2008 when it beganctovaly fight al-Shabaab. Al-Shabaab

began to destroy Sufi shrines and attempted tcSodirpractices.’® ASWJ members are

173 Andre Le Sage, “Prospects for al-Itihad and IsktRiadicalism in SomaliaReview of African
Political Economyvol.27 number 89 (September, 2001).

174 Crisis Group reporSomalia’s Islamist§Brussels, December 2005) p.16.

175 United Nations Security Council Report, Reporttaf Monitoring Group on Somalia pursuant to
Security Council Resolution 1853 (2008). 10 MarOi@, P.12.

178 pid. P. 12.
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Sufis who see themselves as defenders of traditisiaan, and they rose up against al-
Shabaab. They have subsequently allied themseliieshe Transitional Federal
Government and have received military support fEthiopia. Ahlu Sunna wal Jama’a
has scored a number of victories against al-Shatmmeds and has become the most
effective military force opposing it.

There are two prominent missionary Islamist grongSomalia. The Wahhabi-
influencedAl-Ansar as-SunnéSupporters of the teachings of the Prophet) dichave a
political wing, nor did it want to achieve politiggower. It did, however, seek to
influence Somali culture. It advocated a more tradal Islamic dress, such as veiling of
women, a practice not common in Somalia. By the-i980s al-Ansar was disbanded,
and many members joined other groups.

The more prominent missionary Islamist group in 8baisJama’at al-Tabligh.
Tabligh is a worldwide movement that began in Iridithe 192037 Somalis came into
contact with members of Tabligh during the exilehia 1970s. Intelligence agencies fear
that Tabligh is used as a recruiting group for nmargant Jihadis. They point to Tabligh
offices in Azerbaijan that have sent people totfighChechnya and claim John Walker
Lindh, the so called American Taliban, was recailtg Tabligh before going to
Afghanistan. While these incidents did not affestrfalia directly, the fear is that global
Tabligh offices could recruit people to fight ini8alia. Known Tabligh members are
actively recruiting in the more stable areas of 8len Somaliland and Puntland, and

could be recruiting people to fight in the south.

7 Gilles Kepel,The War for Muslim Minds: Islam and the We&ambridge, Harvard University Press,
2004). P. 260.
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Al-ltihaad al-Islaami(the Islamic Union) is arguably the most importgmadi
Islamist group to appear in Somalia. Al-ltihaad egmed in 1984 as an opposition group
to the Siad Barre regime. Al-ltihaad was the pridi a merger betweeal-Jamma al-
Islaami (Islamic Association), a group opposed to cultimiiences from the West, and
Wahdat al-Shabab al-Islaan(the Unity of Islamic Youth), a group that alsqpoped
Western values and targeted Muslim youth for recrent’’®

Al-ltihaad advocated political Islam and opposethid®arre and the clan system.
Like many Islamist groups, Al-ltihaad was initialhpn-violent. However, a faction of
Al-ltihaad members armed themselves and, as the Bagime was crumbling,
encountered General Aidid as he was fighting hig teahe capital. Aidid sent a deputy,
former Colonel Hassan Dahir Aweys, to strike a deathe Al-ltihaad fighters to remain
in their camp and not oppose his march to Mogadisheturn for his protection. Al-
Itihaad refused and, in an interesting turn of ¢veconvinced Aweys to leave Aidid and
join Al-Itihaad. This was a major coup for the militant factiortloé group-’®

The outcome of the battle was never in questiofidisi’s forces crushed al-
Itihaad. The military loss, however, signaled agoidgical shift within Al-Itihaad. More
than ever, members felt that if they were to beessful in spreading their religious
ideology, they needed a strong militia of their oWhis meant they must either ally

themselves with an existing militia and, therefat®clan, or develop a militia of their

own. Al-Itihaadopted to create its own militia. After failed attpts at taking over the

178 Sunguta West, “Somalia’s ICU and its Roots intth&d al-Islamiya, Terrorism Monitor vol. 4 issue
15 (2006) Online at http://www.jamestown.org/teisor/news/article.php?articleid=2370083&printthis=1
9 |nternational Crisis Group, “Somalia’s Islamis{8russels, December 2005)
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=3830
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major port cities of Bosaso and Merca, al-Itihagitieated to Gedo, along the Ethiopian
border. It was here that al-ltihaad had succesdksiing a “non-clan based
administration” in the district of Luutf’
FromAl-Itihaad’s perspective, Luuq was a tremendous success. Kennet
Menkhaus describes the situation in Luuq as follows
The administration of Luuq under the Islamists wfigt. An “Islamic
Association” exercised overall authority, beneathol a district council,
appointed by the Islamic Association, handled dagdy management. A Shari'a
court administered justice based on Islamic lalwerathan customary clan law or
xeer; this meant that punishments included ampmurtathich is not at all
customary in Somalia, though some other Somaliighasurts have imposed it,
notably in north Mogadishu. The police force wamposed of Islamic militia but
kept separate from security forces. Consumptiah@imild narcotic qaat, a
popular habit, was forbidden, as was cultivationotiacco. Veiling was enforced
on women. Free education was provided in schoalsc@urses were taught in
Arabic and the curriculum was Islamic, not secukagrientation®*
Despite the increase in security, the banning af,gand implementation of some of the
harsher aspects of Shari’a were unpopular amonpedbple of Luug. Al-ltihaad was in
keeping with Mohammad Hassan’s teachings of decaaldier. Like Hassan, Al-ltihaad
banned gaat and was much stricter about maintalsiaguic practices. Although many
other Islamist groups adhered to the spirit of ldassteachings by emphasizing Islam

and resisting non-Islamic threats, Al-ltihaad wae best exemplar of Hassan’s version of

Islamism in Somalia.

180 Alex de Waal, “Class and Power in a Stateless $af®ocial Science Research Council, February
2007. Online at http://hornofafrica.ssrc.org/devi@attable.html
181 Ken Menkhaus, “Somalia: State Collapse and thedtwf Terrorism”, 1SS Adelphi Paper 364, 56.
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Al-ltihaad is not a global jihadist organizati@nd from the beginning its focus
has been on the internal affairs of Som#ifaHowever, for reasons that are unclear, Al-
Itihaad became involved in the conflict with Ethimver the Ogaden. Ethiopia and
Somalia have a long history of animosity over tlga@en, and Al-ltihaad could have
invaded Ethiopia for nationalistic reasons. Nbe#dss, as it had never shown any
interest in expanding its activities beyond Somslerders, one possible scenario is that
it had become beholden to the wider jihadist agerids outside financial backers,
including al-Qaeda.

Al-ltihaad began to participate in guerrilla adi®s in Ethiopia as early as 1992,
and in 1995 launched larger-scale attacks agawians in Ethiopia, including a hotel
bombing in Addis Ababa. In 1996, after an assasisimnattempt on the Ethiopian
Minister of Transportation and Communication, Effigodecided to eliminate Al-ltihaad.
The Ethiopian military engaged in cross-borderckitaagainst Al-ltihaad and by early
1997 had effectively destroyed the militant winglod organization. Al-Itihaad provided
a blueprint for Islamist success in Somalia bub asemplified why Islamist groups fail
in Somalia. It successfully exerted Islamist rweroa local area and was welcomed by
the community, but ultimately it overreached arntdrapted to spread its ideology beyond
Somalia.

A Means of Resistance
All of these Islamist groups in Somalia existe@pposition to the state. While

Hassan was resisting the British and Italian c@bpowers, more recent groups such as

182 United States Institute of Peace Special Reportll8: Terrorism in the Horn of Africa, January 200
Accessed online at http://www/usip.org/pubs/speefirts/sr113.pdf
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al-Islah resisted the dictatorship of Siad Barnec®the Barre regime fell, other Islamist
groups looked to fill the vacuum left by a lackgaivernment. While this may not be
resistance against an agreed-upon authority, intrtease groups had visions for a
Somalia guided by Islamic teachings, and they welteng to fight to make those visions
reality.

The Islamists all had visions for Somalia--not Wald, but Somalia. Islamism in
Somalia is tied to nationalism. Much has been nuda@d-Shabaab’s links to al-Qaeda
and its vision of global jihad, but later chaptei demonstrate that connection is not as
strong as initially reported and has caused turmitiiin al-Shabaab itself. The point is
that Somali Islamism is not just a means of expngsislam but is a powerful expression
of Somali nationalism and Somali pride.

When Abdullahi Yusuf became president in 2004 ,Ishemist movement within
Somalia was again galvanized. Somalia had wealefehigb and a government in name
only without any real power. This gave the Isla@murts the opening they needed, and

in 2006 they made their move.
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Chapter 5
THE UNORTHODOX STATE

The Transitional Federal Government (TFG) and iesWrn backers engaged in
state-building in Somalia by attempting to estdbtise institutions necessary for a
national government. This is distinct from natianthing that involves the creation of a
national identity and may include creation of a@oral language or national custonis.
The goal for the TFG and its backers was to talegled state and transform it into a
democratic country. There are two fundamental noisl with this idea--one the concept
of failed state is an inherently flawed one, amdy,tdemocracy will not work in Somalia
without some significant changes to both Somatastructure and culture. Instead, the
West should develop the unorthodox state firstwaark within the boundaries of Somali
society to strengthen the country. Only then cangifoundwork be laid for a democratic
country.
Failed States Defined

Failed states as a category are problematic andghout this chapter the very
concept of the failed state will be challenged.ddefthat can be done, however, there
needs to be an understanding of how failed staitetypically defined.

Max Weber defined state as an entity that hasléwgtimate use of violence®

At its most basic and simplistic level, that isetidd state’s primary responsibility is to

183 Nation-building and state-building are often usedrchangeably albeit erroneously in popular
discourse. See “The Beginner’s Guide to Nation-#ing” by James Dobbins, Seth G. Jones, Keith Crane,
and Beth Cole DeGrasse. Rand, 2007.
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/monogsé®B07/RAND _MG557.pdf

184 Max Weber Politics as a Vocatioif1919)
http://www.ne.jp/asahi/moriyuki/abukuma/weber/lgetipolitics_vocation.html
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protect and defend its citizens from threats botkifjn and domestic. But it is clear that
modern states do much more than defend their ogiz&tates, among other things, build
and maintain physical infrastructure, educate thly, engage in trade, exercise
regulatory authority (for safety purposes or tegagrd financial assets) and collect taxes
(necessary in order to provide all of these sesjicEhe degree to which a state can
effectively and safely deliver services to itszetis determines the state’s strength.
Failed states are unable to provide mucmyf af the above with any

reliability. State authority is weak, and other rgiate actors, such as gangs, warlords, or
pirates, are able to engage in criminal activitthwelative impunity. According to
Robert Rotberg, failed states have decaying antkaotegl infrastructures, significant
levels of political corruption, the privatizatioh state services such as education and
health care (not necessarily for ideological readmut because the state can no longer
afford to fund schools and hospitals), lack of conbver its borders, and a significant
level of ongoing violenc&®®

There is a sub-category of a failed state, accgrtirRotberg, that of a collapsed
state. In a collapsed state, there is no authattiigtsoever. Rule of the strong is the law
of the land, and any sense of governmental authloais disappeared into a vacuum.
According to Rotberg, there was only one collapstatk in the first decade of the
twenty-first century: Somalig® But is Somalia a failed state, a collapsed statés it
something else? It is hard not to see something fyoe’s own point of view and that is

what is often done with states. The West tendgé¢dlse nation-state model as the

185 Robert I. RotbergState Failure and State Weakness in a Time of Tefvdashington D.C.: Brookings
Institution Press, 2003). Pgs. 5-9.
188 |pid. P. 10.
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exemplar of statehood and those that do not failtime nation-state model are
considered to be failed. If we look beyond the ragrto-failed state paradigm, we will see
that Somalia exists not as a failed state but asmarnthodox state. Somalia does not fit
Western definition of a democratic state to be sooe is it a federated state. And, as no
government body maintains control over its bordieiis,not a sovereign state. Despite
this, there is still a certain level of functiortglivithin Somalia. The argument is not that
the current state of things in Somalia is idead\@n good, just that to label a state as
failed places the state in the negative. It aldpsh® further the hegemonic mindset--
Somalia and Somalis need Western help to become lkerus, because “us” is the
ideal.

It should be noted that areas of Somalia do contortraditional ideas about
state. Somaliland in the north, for example, iadcratic republic with its own
constitution, president, and legislative bodiesitRund also has its own president and
government, although it is not as strong or adetad Somaliland. Puntland has a great
deal of piracy, and the pirate-lords often opewvéth impunity and dispense justice as
they see fit?’ It is the southern half of Somalia that typicajlsts the failed state
designation.

If the idea of the modern nation-state (state baiggvernment and nation being
people within a given territory) came into beingda the decline of the feudal system,
as historian Paul Kennedy suggests, then the peatéds been set: states evdfFelf

the feudal-state begat the nation-state, so, tootlee nation-state beget the unorthodox

187 For more information see Laura Seay, Conferenesemtation. “Piracy as State-Building: Towards a
Theory of Protective Control.” African Studies Asgdion (2009)
18 paul KennedyThe Rise and Fall of Great Powe(dlew York: Random House, 1987).
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state. There are two coexisting strands of thoagptay here when it comes to Somalia.
First, Somalia is not a failed state as it has‘fadled” in the sense that there is still
functionality within it. That functionality doesohexist, however, in the typical nation-
state form. Which leads to the second strandaidght: Somalia represents an
alternative to the nation-state. It is a functrmpcountry in which a variety of non-state
actors allow for the continued existence and fuimitig of the state. In Rotberg’s
description of a collapsed state, the inhabitarésia longer citizens. Most Somalis,
however, consider themselves exactly that: Somalis.

The idea of Somalia not being a failed state isartgnt for two reasons. First,
the word “failed” is a loaded term. It automatlgavokes negative images and ideas,
such as malnourishment and violence. | do nohihte sugarcoat Somalia’s issues, of
which there are many, but rather to put them iir {hy@per context rather than that of a
failed state. Second, if Somalia, the poster-clufdailed states for the past twenty
years, is indeedot a failed state, then it calls into question faitdte theory, at least to
some extent. Failed states are generally defigeghat they are not or by what they
cannot do. By describing what Somalia is and witem&ia can do, | will challenge
current failed-state thinking.

Challenges to State Theory

The nation-state model has become the norm atiokigfore, seen as the ideal.
Other governing systems and entities, such asetiaf system, tribalism (in most of the
world), the city-state, and the empire have allegby the wayside. There is an

assumption that the state is the pinnacle of tlvemgung system. This is a false

99



assumption, however. If governing systems are dap#lchange, there is no reason to
assume that the nation-state will not evolve onedevolve into something else. Auguste
Comte viewed societies as evolving from religiousignted to philosophically oriented
to scientifically oriented. He believed that so@stbegan by focusing on the religious.
Societies were first animist, then polytheist, tiheonotheist. Then, as they further
developed, humans began to see God as an absttiagtbad then to essentially abandon
God in favor of science. There are clear biasegsgk here. Scientific communities are
more valued that religious ones; monotheists aneraeolved than polytheists, and
polytheists supersede animists. Comte acknowlettggdlements of more than one of
these could exist simultaneously in one societyalleaside, Comte’s broad argument is
that societies evolve much like biological entitz®l that they do so in a logical manner.
Comte’s ideas are not unlike those of Karl Marxpvethso shared the belief that
societies evolve naturally. For Marx, society begaith hunter-gathers for whom there
is no ownership, and people work together for siaviThis is followed by the slave
society in which class begins to appear. Heregtigeean owner class and a slave class.
This evolves in to feudalism, in which the classtegn expands, and we see the
development of the elite class (kings and queens)id-level aristocracy (lords), and a
peasant class (serfs). Eventually, the peasard dixeands more, which leads to
revolution (seen as a positive by Marx). The regfithe revolution is capitalist society.
The problem with capitalism is that the workingsslas an outgrowth of the peasant
class, which was itself an outgrowth of the slalass There is, therefore, still a group

that is being abused by the elites. Capitalism tharves into the penultimate phase--
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socialism, a system in which workers control theanseof production, and control is
communal. Once socialism has taken hold and nasoalgle to exploit anyone else, the
socialist society becomes the communist sociespceety in which there is no state, no
class, and no property.

Political theorist Jens Bartelson, in summing epeagally accepted theories about
state, says that the origin of the state as we khmithe family. The family evolves to
the tribe, then to the city-state, and eventudie/nation-staté®® If this is, indeed, the
case, then it is clear that evolution in termsamisty and government is an accepted and
understood phenomenon. For Bartelson, howevest#te is not the end of the
evolution. He sees the nation-state model as ewplvito something else, where some
new source of political authority will dominate.

There are obvious issues with both Comte and Maoxmte, as mentioned, has a
completely subjective hierarchy; one in which sceetrumps religion. While he lays out
his argument in a logical manner, he requires @t@pt that some types of religion are
better than others, or that science is better thkgion. As for Marx, the critiques are
numerous. That communist systems have slow econgnoweth, can lead to restrictions
of individual rights, and to human right abusesjast a few of the criticisms. But what
is important here is not whether Comte or Manigitrin the details but that there is a
precedent for societal evolution. The idea thatetms evolve in a naturally occurring
way is not unheard of. As societies evolve, andhteds and desires of the society

change, it is logical to assume there will be anl@ion of governmental systems as

189 Jens BartelsorThe Critique of the StatéCambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001).59g
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well. Bartelson, while not specific in what he tksnwill follow the nation-state, does
continue in the vein of Marx and Comte in that ledves in an evolving societal model.
Systems of governance are often linked to worléwitbvements. For example,
colonialism is tied to imperialism. With the colEgof empires, colonialism (at least in
its traditional form) also disappeared. Certaimyaagument can be made that a new form
of imperialism exists, one in which dominant coiegrsuch as the U.S. and other G8
nations as well as major corporations are welloffl able create and define laws that
benefit them and oppress opponéntshat marks opponents as not just ideologically in
opposition to the powers that be but legally criafsnwho therefore, lose legitimacy. But
this non-traditional, new version of empire diffémsm the direct rule of the nation-state
during the colonial period. Traditional colonialisslinked to traditional imperialism,
and when that form of imperialism disappeared, mialism followed. Bartelson argues
that “the corrosive effects of globalism” will ledol the end of the nation-state as we
know it!°* Whether Bartelson is correct, no one can say aithority, but it is logical to
argue that a global system that stretches thedliaiia home government (like
colonialism did to empire) will eventually leadttee weakening or collapse of said home
government.
Additionally, the rise of what Michael Crawfordchdami Miscik call mezzanine
actors further complicates mattéfé These are substate actors who interject themselves

at the mezzanine level, in-between the governmahtlze people. Mezzanine actors

19 Michael Hardt and Antonio NegrEmpire (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2000
191 H

Ibid, P. 1.
192 Michael Crawford and Jami Miscik. “The Rise of Manine Rulers,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 89 No. 6,
Nov./Dec. 2010.
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neither grow to achieve statehood nor do they fedte dissolution of states. They arise
in times of weakened state authority and achiesertain level of power. The official
state is typically too weak to eliminate the mezzaractor, and the people usually get
some benefit from their existence. Mezzanine aaexsive no help or financing from

the state and often provide some service to thplpdbat is typically the purview of the
state, such as medical aid or schooling. Often thpsesent some specific segment of the
populace based on ethnicity, religion, or somelmigioal category. Mezzanine actors are
not necessarily terrorists or criminals. The KuiaisRegional Government in Iraq and
the Somaliland Government in northern Somalia asenples of this. However, more
commonly mezzanine actors are groups such as timalSpirates and warlords or

groups like Hezbollah in Lebanon.

Susan Strange argues that there are two typeme$tate actors- those that
support the state and those that challen§€ 8trange is comparing multi-national
corporations that provide some benefit to a stategroups like the mafia or drug cartels
that seek to undermine the state. Pirates, watlarus Islamists would seem to fall in the
latter category in Somalia but with one importaistidction--there is no state to
undermine. Drug cartels, such as those in ColumbtbMexico, and mafia organizations
like those in Russia, Italy, or the U.S. all seekitcumvent the state in order to see their
goals achieved. In Somalia, there is no statertmeivent; instead these groups are
trying to replace the state.

These mezzanine and non-state groups are begonare and more common

and powerful in parts of Africa and the Middle Ealdte West has had the tendency to

193 susan Strang@he Retreat of the Stat@Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 19969,
103



see them as enemy forces, and, to an extentsthagical. The mentality of Western
governments is based on the Westphalian natioa-statlel. This means that Western
states want to deal with other states, not nom-ggaiups or mezzanine actors.

The End of the Westphalian Model

The Westphalian model of sovereignty has its osginthe Peace of Westphalia
in 1648. The peace accord ended the Thirty Yé&lew’. The most significant result
pertains to the view of the nation-state. The itthed all states have defined borders and
should be free of all influence from forces outsidi¢hose borders begins here. All
participants in the war, and therefore the peaegeiuropean, meaning this model has
had from the very beginning a European flare to it.

In fact the larger view of the history of statdased entirely in Europe. The
modern state’s development begins with R i&ome had a representative government
and civil law. Germanic kingdoms had a feudal systehere people pledged loyalty to
nobles in exchange for use of land. Both of theseewdependent upon their militaries.
For Rome, the constantly growing military class ntehe need to acquire more and
more land. For the Germanic kingdoms, the peashpended on the nobles for security,
and, therefore, strong military forces were redgiiifenis need for military might and
expansion eventually led Europe to the Peace otWiabka. The current nation-state

model then is not simply European in nature, &l$® born of violence.

19 Eor a good, brief history of the development afahood see Georg Sorens€hanges in Statehood:
The Transformation of International Relatioiflew York: Palgrave, 2001). P72-77.
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Stephen Krasner defines Westphalian sovereigntgasical organization based
on the exclusion of external actors from authasttyctures within a given territory®
Each state then is free from outside influencgzressure. But while this theoretically is
the model for statehood, it has not been the cateeireal world for some time. The
colonial era saw the creation of subordinate stébesCold War saw the existence of
client states; and the globalization era has cteat®/stem in which states are financially
dependent upon each other. In each of these sysstmess are either dependent upon a
stronger state or support a weaker state. Addifipnee have the rise of international
bodies that exert some measure of influence ovétipteustates, such as the European
Union, the African Union, and the Internationalr@imal Court. We have an inherent
contradiction here. On one hand, we desire complatereignty; on the other hand we
have a system that is dependent upon other shatiegt, Krasner argues that very few
states have ever had true Westphalian soveretghand yet this is the system that is
commonly used to describe the nation-state modilytt’”

Rather than the nation-state model, a better mefaasalysis may be the world-
systems theory. Here the idea of the state asritmagy unit of analysis is dismissed.
World-systems theory also suggests that theretism® developmental path for countries
or peoples. So, while Comte, Marx, and Bartelsbsuajgest an evolutionary
development for countries, that development mayahweays manifest itself in the exact

same manner. This theory also suggests that thid vgattivided into core countries

19 stephen KrasneSovereignty: Organized Hypocrigprinceton, Princeton University Press) 1999. P. 4
196 i
Ibid. 8.
197 Andreas Osiander, “Sovereignty, International Refes and the Westphalian Myth.” International
Organization 55, 2, Spring 2001, P. 251.
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(economically stable countries) and periphery coesithose dependent upon and
potentially exploited by core countries). This sedmmore accurately describe the
world we live in than the outdated Westphalian nhode

The end of the colonial period and the beginninthefCold War marked
significant changes in the Westphalian model. AWkarld War Il the colonial powers
were unable to hold on to their respective coloai®s$ needed to become free of them.
Colonial powers tried to create semi-sovereigrestat the former colonies, and this
worked to varying degrees of success. The powers melonger able to justify or afford
direct colonial rule, yet they wanted governmentplace in the former colonies that
would be sympathetic to their needs. These powargend their former colonies to have
the illusion of independence but still be underitifeience of their former colonizers.
This was the dependency theory mentioned in chapterThe poorer, underdeveloped
former colonies provided an abundant source ofuress to the wealthier, developed
former colonial powers.

At the same time the Soviet Union and the UniteteStwere competing for
influence across the globe. Given the relative preelence of the newly independent
governments in Africa, both sides of the Cold Wealidved they could sway African
nations to their side. President John F. Kenneitl $a&e see Africa as probably the
greatest open field of manoeuvre in the worldwidmpetition between the [communist]
bloc and the non-communist® With both sides vying for influence in Africa,iecame

clear that while the colonial state had disappedteticlient state was on the rise.

19 Martin Meredith.The Fate of Africa: A History of Fifty Years of buendencéNew York: Public
Affairs, 2005). P. 143.
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One element of the Westphalian model is the nogriention of one state in
another state’s internal affairs. Granted thislheen violated from time to time,
especially during times of potential humanitariaises such as NATO'’s involvement in
the former Yugoslavia in the 1999 or in Libya inl20 Additionally, in so-called failed
states it could be argued that the obvious lack sifvereign state allows for international
intervention. This is the case with both Afghamstéad Somalia. Neither of these states
had a sovereign leader to object to interventioammternational level.

What the colonial period, the Cold War, NATO intention, globalization,
transnational corporations, etc. all show is thate is a fundamental problem of how to
deal with international practices within the Westidn model. There is a disconnect
between the theory and the practice.

A Critique of the Failed State and the Case AgaindDemocratization

There are issues with the idea of a failed stkiest, this is not universally
accepted theory. Rotberg admits that the crimganot set in stone and there are
variables, but the criteria listed above (negleatéGstructures, political corruption,
privatization of services, ongoing violence) are ¢fenerally accepted means of
determining failed-state status. One reason ®idikcrepancies is that not all failed
states have the same issues. One reason Zimbsaloaesidered a failed state is the
prevalence of AIDS. AIDS, however, is not a fadgtoother failed states such as

Afghanistan or Bosnia.

199 A, Claire Cutler. “Critical Reflections on the Wpbalian assumptions of international law and
organization: a crisis of legitimacyReview of International Studi&®l. 27 Issue 2, 2001. P 133-150.

107



Second, there is an issue of name. The wordetfaimplies an ending. If
someone or something fails, it no longer worksas hot accomplished the goal. The
idea of a failed state promotes an idea of hopeésss both to those in the state and those
on the outside. This collective feeling of faill@n make the country seem like a lost
cause. After the U.N. pulled out of Somalia in 39he country was essentially
forgotten until the rise of the Islamic Courts @G0B and the increase in attention brought
on by the piracy problem. The same happened iha&igtan after the Soviet
withdrawal in 1989. Media and governments havenlase to forget countries that are
not of immediate concern and simply dismiss thentabgling them ‘failed.’

There are also unusual cases such as the Sov@i.Unhe Soviet Union
collapsed. It failed, to be sure, but it never de®d into the chaotic environment that
Somalia or Afghanistan did. Uncertainty was creédiy the collapse, but the government
was replaced by another government, one that miagttaa reasonable level of security
and authority. The Soviet Union as a governmerntyewent from superpower to non-
existent, yet it never occupied that conceptuatspee think of as ‘failed.’

Third, these states still manage to function, iaibean unorthodox manner. Non-
state actors have managed to create an environmehich people can function.

Islamist groups, such as al-Itihaad al-Islaami edislamic Courts Union, in southern
Somalia have long been able to set up judicialkesyst enforce laws, ban drug use, and
increase stability. True, these courts are offgaressive, and not everyone wants to live
in a land governed by ultra-conservative religiemgemists, but that is hardly the point.

Every country has citizens who object to the gorental system in which they live.
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Claiming that an Islamist regime is extreme dodseally negate that regime’s
effectiveness.

Additionally, in the Puntland region of Somalidheve the majority of the piracy
takes place, the pirates have set up courts téveedsagreements, set up profit sharing
plans, created a code of conduct, and engage odth businesse€® Piracy in Puntland
is highly organized. Those who board a ship thaeisag seized get a larger slice of the
ransom than those who stay on the pirate vessek @ ransom is received, payouts
must be made to those who supplied the weaponsts,doad, shelter for the hostages,
etc. The rest of the ransom is then split amongéeteho participated in the operation
based on their level of involvement. Pirates amvioling goods, in this case hostages or
seized shipments, for money. Like all busines$es; heed to pay their suppliers and
employees before recognizing a profit. That prigfihen spent in the local community
on food, healthcare, clothing and so on. Much fdatory towns, college towns, or
military towns, there are communities in Somaliat thre dependent on piracy. While
illegal, piracy is a business that functions relgiy unimpeded.

In both the case of the pirates and the Islamisése groups manage to support
and protect the citizenry. If Max Weber is righnd a state is defined by the legitimate
use of violence, these groups create little statbn Somalia’s borders. Often these
groups have physical control over an area, dispgissiee and resolve disputes, and
provide some goods, services, or employment faresis within their areas of control.

The obvious rebuttal to Weber is to ask who théeuitiative body that determines the

20| aura Seay, Conference presentation. “Piracy a® Suilding: Towards a Theory of Protective
Control.” African Studies Association (2009)
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“legitimacy” of the violence i?" In earlier times, a state’s authority came frondGo
This is the mandate of Heaven or the divine righitings; the ruling individual rules
because God has willed that it is so. Once theragpa of religion and state became a
popular notion, that authority shifted from Godhe people. The people choose a leader
and can un-choose him as well.

The problem the pirates run into is the lack oftlegacy. The people who depend
on it may be comfortable with piracy as an insiitat but the broader international
community, who are the victims of piracy and thugsk both physically and monetarily,
do not recognize the authority of the pirates.

Islamists run into a different issue. They wangléggious government. This is not
exactly a mandate of Heaven, but it is a systemilefbased on divine principles and
divine law. The individuals who would run such asgmmment would be, at least
theoretically, interpreters of said law. That, thgives them authority and legitimacy.
However, the people are not generally willing toegt such rule, as we will see in later
chapters. This creates obvious tension betweer tivhe claim some type of divine
authority and the authority of the people.

Islamists in Somalia govern by violence. Here glarhists represent a negative
reflection of Weber. For Weber, an entity must hieggtimacy before it can use
violence. There are assumed restrictions in plat¢ke Weber model. A state will,

theoretically, only use violence under given cirstimmces such as the violation of law.

201 Another rebuttal to Weber comes from Hannah Arefititis may prompt us to ask whether the end of
warfare, then, would mean the end of states? Wibigldlisappearance of violence in relationships betw
states spell the end of powei@h Violence (New York: Harcourt Inc., 1970) p. 36. At barenmium
Arendt shows the limitations of Weber. Weber isatag power and violence whereas Arendt seems to
suggest that violence is a tool that can be usatidse in power.
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The rules for the use of violence are what givestity legitimacy. Once, for example,
Bashar al-Assad of Syria started using violencénaganitially peaceful protesters, he
violated the rules for violence and therefore tastlegitimacy. Islamists in Somalia have
taken the opposite approach. Violence comes first.through their use of violence that
they seek to gain legitimacy. They assume authtrdaythe people have not given them.

The goal for Somalia, at least from the Americad Boropean perspective, is a
stable democratic state. But why? Former BritisimBrMinister Winston Churchill (d.
1965) famously said in a speech to the British ldoafSCommons in 1947 that

“many forms of Government have been tried and bélktried in this
world of sin and woe. No one pretends that demgadsaperfect or all-
wise. Indeed, it has been said that democracyeisvtrst form of
government except all those other forms that haentried from time to
time.”

While Churchill may acknowledge that democracyas perfect, this is
nonetheless an idealization of democracy. Demodgattye best form of government, so
why would we not want to see it spread to othelona® This idealization has even
become public policy in the U.S. One element ofBlsh Doctrine was democratization
of governments around the world. There is a fezeion of democracy in the West. Do
not think that I am not echoing Coriolanus’ prosest democracy in the Roman stré®t.
But people kneel at the altar of democracy so dyittiat they fail to see that democracy

is but one step on a political-evolutionary scBlemocracy works best when it comes

22\wjilliam Shakespeare. Coriolanus, Act 2 Scene 3.
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from the people who are to live in said democraticiety, not when it is foisted upon
them by a foreign power.

There is a homogeneous assumption to this typeiing. States are “units,”
and all are more or less the same. Therefore,gheyld function in more or less a
similar mannef®® The homogeneous argument is that weak statesnoilel themselves
after more successful states. If Europe after Wiedipp and the subsequent rise of other
Western powers such as the U.S. are models of ssjdteen unsuccessful states, such as
Somalia or Afghanistan should try to emulate Wesstates’ behavior and policies. This
is the basis of modernization theory. If a courgrin a difficult position, a Western state
can intervene and make the case that the answeetbie more like us.” Successful
democracies attempt to establish successful deciesralsewhere.

In “The End of History,” Francis Fukuyama arguesattiiberal democracy is in
essence the peak of governmental systems anddheratrks the end of political-
evolution. Democracy has “conquered rival ideoledike hereditary monarchy, fascism,
and most recently communisif® Many scholars, such as Jacques Derrida and
Benjamin Barber, have criticized Fukuyama’s workldeing hegemonic and stressing
Western superiority while dismissing or ignoring/dlaws or sins Western societies may
have?®> However, it should be pointed out that while deraog might be the prevalent

form of government at the moment, it has not alwagen so, and there is no reason to

203 Georg Sorensefthanges in Statehood: The Transformation of Intéonal Relations (New York:
Palgrave, 2001). P. 25.

204 Erancis Fukuyamahe End of History and the last MafiNew York: Simon & Schuster, 1992). P.1
25 g5ee Jacques Derridpecters of Marx: The State of Debt, the Work afifMiog & and the New
International Peggy Kamuf trans. (New York: Routledge, 1994) Benjamin R. Barbedihad Vs.
McWorld: Terrorism’s Challenge to DemocragiNew York: Ballantine Books, 1996).
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expect it to remain so. Additionally, this theomgpupposes that societies are only going
to move in one direction. Somalia was a tribal stycihat eventually became a colonial
society. One can argue about whether this was @mpydown, or laterally on the
political-evolutionary scale, but nevertheless @sva shift from one type of society to
another. It then entered a post-colonial transifieriod and then became an independent
democracy. If, indeed, this were the pinnacle ofegpance for Somalia, then the
government would not have faltered so quickly anehéually collapsed, keeping in
mind that the collapse was precipitated by largaigrnal circumstances not external
ones.

It is at the end of this democratic period thain&ba moved into a socialist
model. Siad Barre created the Somali Revolutiosargialist Party in 1976 to replace the
Supreme Revolutionary Council, both of which Bdew as General-Secretary and
Chairman respectively. Theoretically, the SomaN®&etionary Socialist Party was to
incorporate socialist ideology with Islam and wastipersede clan loyalties. Collective
farms were set up and banks were nationafi?&@lhe economic situation in Somalia
prevented the full implementation of Barre’s sastaldeas. He was forced by the
International Monetary Fund to de-nationalize matage run businesses in order to
receive a much-needed loan. A military coup wasnapited because of the mishandling
of the Ogaden War and deep budget cuts to theamyiliErom this point on, Barre was

less concerned with socialism and more concernddmaintaining power. While the

2% | ibrary of Congress Country Studies. “Somalia: i®ape Revolutionary Council.”
http://lcweb?2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query2/r?frd/cstdy:i@8%28DOCID+s00033%2Bast accessed 2/14/13.
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Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party remained imvpothroughout Barre’s reign, the
socialist ideals slowly slipped away.

Fukuyama’s views on democracy echo Marx’s views ¢banmunism is the final
form of government. But if Marx can be wrong, aredi$, then so can Fukuyama.
Eventually, socialist Somalia collapsed, and tleéléfl state” period arose. In the course
of a century, Somalia evolved from tribal to colrib post-colonial to democratic to
socialist to collapsed. Regardless of which of é¢hesdeemed the best, it is clear that
Somalia’s statehood is in flux. The nation-stateletalid not work in the past, and yet
that is the model that the Transitional Federal €@oment and its Western backed
supporters are pushing. They are trying to fit squyeegs into round holes. Somalia’s
current status needs to be rethought to propesigsgswhere it should go from here.

Democratization theory asserts that countries tieegroper structural,
institutional, and cultural foundations before tloay successfully transition to
democracy. In most cases, the country in quessidransitioning from some form of
authoritarian government to a democratic one. dka is that once an authoritarian
regime has improved the infrastructure and econohaycountry to a sufficient point,
the citizenry will want to exert more control owaeir government, leading to a transition
to democracy. In some cases this transition isgfahén other cases not.

The Transitional Federal Government and its Wedtankers are attempting to
force democratization on Somalia, but Somalia ldbksnecessary structural, cultural,
and, institutional foundation to support a stroegcracy at this time. Structurally,

Somalia has no railway system and only 2600 kil@mset1615 miles) of paved roads in
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a country just slightly smaller than Texas. Intéqenetration is under two percent,
although it is growing. Democracy has a poor tnadord in Somali culture. Somalia’s
one attempt at democracy in the 1960s was briedkyand ended in a coup.
Institutionally, the education system is in a shisjthe healthcare system is severely
under-resourced; and the legal system is clan b@sed, shari’a based, or run by
mezzanine groups, depending where in the coun&yhappens to be.

Xeeris the traditional, clan-based legal system. lakdegal systems, xeer is
subject to interpretation, but there are a few A&mdntal components to the system. Xeer
is compensation-based rather than punishment-bRsedrimes such as murder or theft,
payment is made to the victim or his family. Thisreo official court system, and each
case is heard at the lowest level. This could ntiearcase is kept with a family, extended
family, sub-clan, or clan. Xeer is an old systerd has not modernized. As such, it runs
afoul of modern human rights standards, espeadgtly concerns toward women. If a
woman'’s husband dies, she is often forced to namale relative of her spouse. If a
wife dies, her sister is often forced to marry widower. Rape victims are often made to
marry their attackers. Girls are often forced tampaomeone as paymeiit.

Samuel Huntington famously wrote of the three vgavedemocracy (the early
nineteenth century to 1920s rise of fascism, postliMVar 1l to 1962, and 1974 with
the overthrow of Portugal’s dictatorshi3f.In each of these cases the move from a non-

democratic society to a democratic one came framirtside. The people sought a

2Andre Le Sage. “Stateless Justice in Somalia: Foama Informal Rule of Law Initiatives.” Centre for
Humanitarian Dialogue Report, July 2005. 32-38.
28 samuel P. Huntington. “After Twenty Years: Thefatof the Third Wave.” Journal of Democracy 8.4
(1997) Pgs. 3-12.
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democratic government but it was not imposed omtlHgemocratization was allowed to
develop naturally. That is not being allowed to fepin Somalia.

Sorensen’s theory of the post-modern state loo&adby at the world and how all
states may evolve, but his theory works, at leagiglly, for failed states as well.
Sorensen views the post-modern state as the Iaglicakssor to the modern nation-state.
As economies spread across borders and as interdatween cultures becomes more
frequent, the post-modern state arises. The existehthe post-modern state requires
that there be a nation-state first. But what if tlagion-state does not exist? If the strong
federal government that is most common throughwaitntorld does not exist in failed
states, people of those states adapt. Religiaugogr warlords, pirates, small political
groups, clans, businesses, foreign aid and nonrgmantal organizations all serve to fill
the vacuum left by a lack of federal governmenhey provide food, water, power,
education and medical treatment. Cell phone towerdeing erected all over
Somalia®® Private businessmen operate electric grids, veateémplumbing services, air
and seaports, and open private schdIRather than expanding the cross-cultural
engagement that Sorensen requires for the postimatide, the failed states turn inward
and project a sense of self and cultural uniquenvesise the powers within the failed
state provide security and financial opportunities.

By no means is this perfect. Weber and Rotbergamect in that violence

seems to be tied to the success or failure ofta,siad in these more chaotic

209 3oseph Winter. “Telecoms Thriving in Lawless Sdeafl9 Nov. 2004 BBC News.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/4020259.stm laxstessed 9/6/11

#0Ken Menkhaus. “Somalia’s 20-year Experiment in HylSovernance.” Al-Shahid Network Aug. 12,
2012.http://english.alshahid.net/archives/3084ist accessed 11/2/12.
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environments violence is commonplace. But by lalgehese states as failed, we are
dismissing all that is happening within them. @ity citizens of failed states need
assistance, and it would be better if there wegeveernment that was seen as legitimate
by the international community so legal trade (ost drugs and weapons) could resume.
That would benefit the people greatly. But in theantime, it needs to be understood
that these countries, troubled and unorthodox &g ity be, have not yet failed.

Francis Fukayama offers a rather simplistic exglandor state failure. He
simply blames the end of the Cold War. Accordimgrtikayama, the end of the Cold
War left a number of weak states in Europe (th&&ad) the Middle East and Central
Asia?!

It is true that with the collapse of the Soviet dmimany of its client states were
left without a superpower backer. It is also tiugt many states broke off from the
former USSR and were in a weaker position thn these during the Cold War, but that
alone cannot account for failed states around thrédw Fukayama acknowledges failed
states in Africa but does not link them to the ehthe Cold War, undermining his own
argument.

Furthermore, Fukayama argues that as these statesnansitioning from
authoritarian governments to other forms of govenimthey did not receive institutional
support from more stable countries. This lackupfort negatively affected the
development of the new states. Fukayama’s theargeappropriate in some cases,

Bosnia and Serbia, for example, but not as a gefagled-state theory. Not all failed or

1 Francis Fukayaméstate-building: Governance and World Order in tHé' Zentury (New York:
Cornell University Press, 2004). P. x
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failing states can simply be linked to the Cold WANd what would be made of any
future states that failed, as the Cold War endeshtyvyear ago.

Chester Crocker, former Assistant Secretary ofeStatAfrican Affairs, has a
more complex and multi-faceted view of state falu©One possible reason for state
failure is the corruption of leaders (Robert Mugab&imbabwe, for examplé)? It is
also possible that the elite within a state becomelved in criminal enterprises (Jean
Francois Bayart has a similar view of the relatiopsetween elites and criminals and its
effects on a nation-stat€)® Crocker agrees with Fukayama on one point, that a
transition from an authoritarian government cam l@astate failure. Crocker also points
out that states that lack foreign support ofteh fRioes this mean there is a
moral/economic/security responsibility for strongtss to support weak states? Crocker
believes there is. He argues that the “War ondFérs misleading and will not be
successful unless failed states are addressed-stdtenterror organizations can move
from one failed state to another. Until they haweplace to go, no amount of drone
attacks will lead to their defeat.

Crocker’s ideas are a bit more comprehensive thdgayama’s. Corruption can
certainly lead to state failure, be it a corruptder or a corrupt elite or both. Exploiting
natural resources for personal gain rather thathimbenefit of the people, or turning a
blind eye to corruption or criminal operations hesmcriminals are paying off

government officials are all possible sources lierweakening and failure of a state.

212 Chester Crocker. “Engaging Failing Statdsoteign AffairsSept./Oct. 2003. Vol. 82 Issue 5.
213 5ee Jean-Francois Bayafhe Criminalization of the State in Africinternational African Institute,
1999).
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There is a place where Fukayama, Crocker and BegHide. All agree that a
state’s history can dramatically affect its presdfitkayama sees the authoritarian rule
during the Cold War and its eventual ending asoacause of state instability and
failure. Bayart, looking at Africa, sees the caddiperiod as one that greatly affected the
modern day African nation state. Bayart's argumetiat African states have deep and
significant ties to criminal organizations that deadrug smuggling, money laundering
and any number of other illicit activities. He aeg that the elites that make up the
governments in many African nations have a deepealshold onto power.

Crocker agrees with Bayart that criminal activihdacorruption of government
officials are significant, but he downplays the meation to crime and colonialism.
Instead, he argues that the transition from colania to that of independence created an
environment in which corruption could exist. Tlwomial period is, therefore,
significant for the modern failed state but nothie way Bayart argues.

Susan Woodward has correctly pointed out that ety matters when it comes
to state failure are the consequerf¢ésBeyond potentially providing a safe haven for
terrorist groups or drug cartels, failed statesd @amassive numbers of refugees,
potential food shortages, and any number of huragait crises. It is in the best interest
of everyone to avoid state failure in the firstqgabut that is not what happens. Foreign
nations only get involved when a state has faileid close to failing. As a consequence,

the aid that foreign nations provide is humanitairanature and not political. The

214 susan L. Woodward. “Fragile States.” Paper presetat¢he “States and Security” Learning Group at
the Peace and Social Justice meeting of the Fanddation, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, November 29, 2004
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concern is limited to dealing with the immediatisisrand not fixing any long-term
problems.

There also needs to be a way to return politiggtireacy to a governing body in
a state in which government institutions do nosexiro take Somalia as an example, as
of this writing the Transitional Federal Governm€REG), which is backed by the U.S.,
U.N. and other nations and organizations, has obatra few blocks of Mogadishu and
nothing else. Warlords, Islamist groups and pg&i@ve assumed authority and control
over large sections. They establish laws, set gmbases, schools, medical facilities,
and so on. While not viewed as legitimate by titernational community, they do have
authority over the land and inhabitants, while Tit& is seen as legitimate by the
international community yet has no practical autijawhatsoever.

Another critical question is what is to be donewhunorthodox states? Despite
the disagreements over the label given to thesessthere is agreement that there are
states with existing humanitarian crises, excesbemlence, and lack the internal
governmental support to address these issues$e Ipast, isolating these states could be a
tool to induce change within the borders, but #ems less and less effective today. If
stable states opt not to do business with unorthgthiites, then non-governmental actors
will. Action Africa Help International has been waong in Somalia to provide
healthcare; Adventist Development and Relief Aggmroywides water, sanitation, and
food; the International Committee for the Developingf Peoples provides primary and
vocational education, and so on. These aid graulfi healthcare and educational needs

that are normally the purview of a government. Aiddilly, even if stable states do
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engage with unorthodox states, NGOs and aid grstiipgdo as well. In other words, an
unorthodox state can still survive with or withdle assistance of more stable nations. It
is true that NGOs will pull out if a situation getsceedingly dangerous, but they are
often the last to leave a chaotic country and antbadirst to re-enter a chaotic country.
That said, the more stable nations cannot affotdttthe unorthodox states engage with
non-states actors (terrorist groups) as they npghte a threat to their own national
security.
A Radical Rethinking

The Western powers that have long dominated theeghave all had the
opportunity to flourish, grow, succeed, or fail wrelatively little interference. Even
Russia, long the West’'s enemy, was given that dppidy. An evolutionary process was
allowed to happen. This has not been the caseunibithodox states. Somalia did not
evolve naturally from a tribal society to a natistiate; it was dragged there. How, then,
can it be expected to sustain a nation-state exis®RGiven the manner in which Somalia
came into being, it is understandable that demgaiatnot take root. During the end of
the Siad Barre regime and through the warlord pema see numerous little fiefdoms
throughout Somalia. If left alone and given timé&onknows what would have happened
in Somalia. But the West, whether for legitimatenaumitarian reasons or due to modern-
day colonial motivations, has not given Somaliadpportunity to develop naturally.
This has hindered Somalia’s progress, not helped it

The line between abandoning a state to failureigpeding its natural

development is a fine one. Moyo advocates cutiifignost aid to African nations to
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allow them to develop stable economies on their.oMais may be over-correcting and
would cause its own set of issues. The same clygteare seen in the overall
development of states: On one hand the state nedssallowed to develop on its own
and evolve in a natural way, yet it is difficulb a humanitarian perspective to allow a
state to sink into chaos.

The state of nature is the hypothetical spaceetkiats prior to the formation of a
state. As described by Thomas Aquinas or Thomadbemlihe state of nature is a primal
place largely based on war and chaos. Any type@weégment (state of society) would
therefore be preferable to the state of nature bidspwriting after the end of the English
Civil War, concluded that democracy, monarchy, oy form of government, is
preferable to “the miseries, and horrible calamijtteat accompany” war> An argument
can be made that an unorthodox state exists imt@ &t nature. This is not to suggest that
those living within the unorthodox state are somepamal, just that on a societal level
the unorthodox state exists at a particular pdorigathe developmental scale. Hobbes’
theory would suggest that democracy is not necégsaquired to move Somalia out of
its current status. Rather any form of governmentado so. This would include a
religiously based Islamic government.

The problem with developing a list of ‘answersthe so-called failed-state
problem is one of implementation. Obviously, rabBshing some type of law and
improving economic matters are necessary for stafgl states such as these. But short
of overwhelming force, how does one establish the of law? To use the Somalia

example again, until recently the country has #igraent made up of members of

%5 Thomas Hobbed eviathan (Wilder Publications, 1651). p. 109.
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various tribes, most of whom live outside the coyttiat they represent. How can they
claim to be an authoritative body if they cannepsfoot inside the country they claim to
govern? If the goal is stability within a givenurdry, western powers may have to do
that which is politically unsavory--deal with Isléts. The two groups that have had the
best track record of establishing some semblansgability in Somalia are the Islamist
groups in the south and the pirate clans in Pudtldhmay be in the best interest of the
U.S. and other Western states to deal with thesgpgrdirectly, much like what is taking
place between the U.S. and some of the more mederamnbers of the Taliban in
Afghanistan. Obviously, many conditions will haeebe established, such as
transparence regarding the disbursement of fursdgstance with apprehending known
terrorists in a given region, and so on. But soype bf working relationship between
non-state actors like Ahlu Sunna, a religiously erate militia group, for example, and
stable governments could lead to a stabilizatioa cfirrently failing state. This is by no
means a perfect solution, and it will be fraughfwissues, but the alternative is to
continue with the status quo, and it is clear thatot working.

Andre Le Sage has argued that there should bengonaation of legal systems
in Somalia®*® There is no single authority when it comes toifesin Somalia. The TFG,
while able to create a transition government, weable to craft a strong justice system
that superseded the other various court systenesiti@g a justice system that is
understandable and applied all across Somaliz&lgineeded to stabilize the country.
That legal system does not need to be based orstekeanodel, however. It should be

accessible and familiar to Somalis. A legal sysba®ed in xeer, shari’a and mezzanine

%1% e Sage, 53-58.
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law codes would be uniquely Somali. It could alsevent groups who have a vested
interest in a particular legal system from rebellim other words, if a system were
established that ignored xeer, proponents of twe-bhsed system might simply ignore it.
If, however, xeer is a part of a national justigetem, then its proponents have a vested
interest in seeing it succeed.

A harmonization of Somalia’s various legal systemasild not solve all its
problems by any means, but it would be a goodistepeating a less chaotic
environment. It would bring together groups thaindb necessarily see eye-to-eye at the
moment and possibly create an environment in wtiiely can work together. Ideally,
other cooperative efforts such as repairing thesifucture, economy, and education
system, will follow suit.

The failed-state model sees the Western idea & atacorrect and other ideas as
faulty. As was mentioned in chapter two, Basil @isan has argued that one of the
impacts of colonialism was that it halted naturahplving political systems in Africa
and superimposed ideas of state that came frorwleése, not African cultures and
histories. In this chapter, | have shown that tteaiof state’s evolving is not new; it is
what led to the Westphalian model of the natiomestafter all. But that evolution was
stunted in much of Africa, including Somalia. Iredea system developed in a tribe-less,
clan-less, largely Christian continent was forcacaaontinent that has tribes, clans, and
a variety of religions, including Islam. It did ne@brk. The result has often been the
emergence of strongmen and corruption. What foltbimeSomalia was dictatorship,

warlords, and the development of an extremist warsf Islam.
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Chapter 6
DICTATORSHIP, WARLORDISM, AND THE RISE OF THE ISLAMTS

It has now been established that Islamism is a ffrpolitical resistance in
Somalia. Mohammed Hassan’s Islam resistance afdlomial powers; the Somali
Islamic League’s resistance to the missionary &ffduring the trusteeship; Sheikh
Mohamed Moallim Hassan'’s resistance to the SiadeBagime all are examples of
Islamism as a tool of resistance to the dominatfitiged power.

It is also true that since the fall of the SiadBaegime, political power has been
inconsistent and dispersed among a multitude gfpga The Islamist groups since
Barre’s fall have been concerned not just withstesice but with governance. They are
no longer objecting to the status quo but are sgeki amass power themselves. This
chapter will describe the environment in which thedamist groups rise. First, 1 will
explore Siad Barre’s rise to power and his subsetfadl. This will lead into the warlord
period and the international intervention thatdeléd. Finally, the short but significant
reign of the Islamic Courts Union, the first trggwerful Islamist group in Somalia, will
be described.

Coup d’état to Revolution

The independent Somali Republic lasted nine y&omalia was granted
independence in 1960, at the end of the Italiastéeship. Aden Abdullah Osman Daar, a
popular politician and high-ranking member of tletali Youth League, was elected the

first president. Daar lost re-election in 1967 gnaciously handed over power to his
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opponent Abdirashid Ali Shermarke, marking thetfinme an African leader willingly
gave up power after an election.

Shermarke’s tenure as president would not lagt, Ioawever. On October 15,
1969 Shermarke was shot dead by one of his bodggu@ne week later, on October 21,
the Somali Army, under the leadership of Siad Bastaged a bloodless coup and took
power. The motivation for Shermarke’s assassinasiamt clear and may not have been
related to the subsequent coup. Barre and the BwepiRevolutionary Council seized
control, banned all political parties, and suspertie constitutioi*’ They renamed the
country the Somali Democratic Republic.

Barre had been a member of the colonial policelated the Somali Army once
the country gained independence. In the 1960seRxmarticipated in a variety of training
operations with the Soviet Army and was greatljueced by the experience. He
became a proponent of a socialist governmenta¢sydBarre developed a cult of
personality similar to the type that existed in ¢agly days of the Soviet Union. Large
posters of him were placed around the country,fendas referred to as the “Victorious
Leader.?*® On the one-year anniversary of the coup, thenidesBarre declared
Somalia a nation based on scientific socialisng $loicialism was not based on class
struggle but on the elimination ofbal difference<’® Barre envisioned a nation built on
three principals: the development of the commursidgialism, and Islam. One of the

goals of scientific socialism was the exclusiorha clan as a significant force in

2" Helen Chapin Metz, eGomalia: A Country StudyVashington: GPO for the Library of Congress,
1992. “Coup d’Etat’http://countrystudies.us/somalia/20.htmst accessed 7/17/12.
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government. Barre made no effort to include membéall clans in his cabinet, and, in
fact, tended to favor his own clan, the Darood pewbile he waged a massive anti-
tribalism campaign designed to eliminate clan rigallmages representing tribalism
were burned; fines were placed on traditional trduestoms, and the word “comrade”
was introduced into the vernacular as a replacefoetie tribal term “cousin®?°

Barre was by no means an Islamist, but he knetmoh@ompletely dismiss Islam
in a country that was almost entirely Muslim wobklpolitical suicide. Islam was a core
element of Somali life and culture, so Barre hagrigect the facade that Islam should be
central to the government as well. He also madke#r that he saw no contradiction
between the ideology of socialism and Islam. He & as “continually evolving” and
believed it “cannot be interpreted in a static sehsit rather as a dynamic source of
inspiration for continuous advancemefft™”In this way his views on Islam were
somewhat progressivele felt that the government “must go beyond theceph of
charity...to attain the highest possible rate of geheelfare for all.?*

The Barre government used radio, the most popudatium for dispensing
information and propaganda, to reinforce the conttegi Islam and socialism could
work together. A typical broadcast would includadimgs from the Qur’an, followed by
commentary, encouraging proverbs, and, last, eicéigm political speeches. It was
done “in such a way that all coalesced in a seamestinuum. In this fashion, ends and

beginnings were constantly juxtaposed, and scierstifcialism was made to appear the

2201 M. Lewis, A Modern History of the Somali: Fourth Editi¢Athens: Ohio University Press, 2002),
209-11.
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cornerstone of Somali traditional culturé® Abdurahman M. Abdullahi argues that “the
Somali state was, on the one hand, trying to sh®#irm commitment to Islamic
symbolism by exploiting it to fit into the statejebtives and, on the other hand, taking a
quasi-secular approach in all practical actiois.”

Barre’s rule was never absolute and was met witbhraber of challenges. The
devastating Ogaden War was a significant tacticatake that severely weakened his
grip on power. The Ogaden is a large region ofezadtthiopia that principally is
ethnically Somali. Somalia has long claimed ittaivn, a major point of conflict

between Somalia and Ethiopia.

HORN OF AFRICA
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In the 1970s Somalia’s military was growing wittpport from the Soviet Union.

The Soviets supplied the Somalis with arms andhettieusand military advisorg®
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While Somalia’s military strength was improvinghketpia was going through a period of
turmoil. Ethiopia was experiencing a famine, anelgovernment’s effort to cover up the
extent of the devastation was exposed. This pigtowing popularity of Marxist-
Leninist ideology led to the fall of Emperor HaBelassie’s government. Selassie was
removed from power by the Derg in 1974 and plagetkuhouse arrest. He died a year
later, officially due to complications from prostegurgery although there is a widespread
belief that he was murdered. The Derg (“committeedy originally established as a
group within the Ethiopian military charged with imi@ining order and preventing
desertions. It quickly gained power, and upon tmgpSelassie it became a military,
socialist government, also backed by the Sovieblaind Cuba.

The Derg’s transition to power was not a smooth dhenerous groups emerged
and opposed the Marxist government. This led todi#n Haile Mariam, the chairman
of the Derg and Ethiopian head of state, to iretiie Red Terror in which up to 500,000
political opponents were killed. One of the progstups that emerged upon the Derg’'s
ascension was the Western Somali Liberation FM#8L(F), an ethnically Somali group
in the Ogaden that seeks a return of the regi®otualia®*’ Barre was supplying them
with weapons starting in 1975.

All of this chaos next door told Barre that thedimas right to take back the

Ogaden and realize his dream of a Greater Sontédidnad newer and more tanks than

226 Donna R. Jacksodimmy Carter and the Horn of Africa: Cold War Pglim Ethiopia and Somalia
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Ethiopia, as well as more ground-to-air missileatslities and better artiller3?® In 1977
Somalia invaded the Ogaden.

The war’s outcome, however, hinged not on the arificapabilities of either the
Ethiopians or the Somalis but on the Soviet Unfamthe U.S.S.R was backing both
sides of the conflict, it was in its interest t@ $be war end quickly. As it became
apparent that a ceasefire was not going to happergoviets decided to abandon the
Somalis and throw their support behind Ethiopid.nilitary aid to Somalia ended.
Ethiopia now had the full support of the Soviet &miand Somalia had no superpower
backer. Barre knew there was no way he could taka $oviet-backed Ethiopia and win,
so he began to make overtures toward the Unite@sStairst, Somalia kicked all Soviet
and Cuban diplomats and citizens out of the coultiyas a very public showing that
Somalia was breaking ties with the Soviets. In Ddwer 1977 Somali Minister of
Mineral and Water Resources Hussein Abdulkador ikassent to Washington, D.C.
and asked the U.S. government for military asststan the Ogaden WAf> The U.S.
was unwilling to support the Somalis’ war in theadgn but did want to reward them for
breaking with the Soviets. The U.S. pledged siiomldollars in aid for refugees and
drought victims. This was not going to help Somalia the war, but it was the
beginning of a new relationship with a new supergobacker. Without military support,
however, the war was lost, and by March 1978 Saned fully pulled out of the

Ogaden.
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The effects of the war were devastating for Baoiipally. His once powerful
military had been decimated, and he lost his magaker and supplier of aid. Granted he
now had the support of the U.S., but that relatigmsvas just beginning. Some members
of the military were so upset about the handlinthefwar that they plotted a coup
attempt against Barre. The coup failed, and thaégrwere arrested and killed. One of
the plotters, Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed, managed te fie Ethiopia where he formed the
Somali Salvation Democratic Front in oppositiorBarre’s leadership. The vast majority
of the plotters were of the Majeerteen clan. B&ok out his wrath on the clan by
denying them access to water reservoirs. Clan menamel thousands of herd animals
died as a result. Barre’s troops also participatgtie mass raping of Majeerteen women.

Clan resistance continued to be a problem for Bémr&981 members of the
Isaaq clan formed the Somali National Movement (3MNh the goal of removing
Barre from power. He once again responded by dgrthia clan areas water. Again the
result was the death of people, animals, and ggdaimd, and mass rape was reported.

The SNM was not the only threat to Barre’s leadgrdhormed in 1989, the
United Somali Congress (USC) was made up exiledaiefi® Mohammed Farah Aidid
was the commander of the military wing of the USM@ a longtime rival of Barre. Both
Barre and Aidid were military officers who hopedaioe day lead Somalia’s military.
Barre was the senior man and eventually got theAslpresident, Barre probably viewed

Aidid as a threat and had him arrested and, eviiytbanished from the country.
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The USC under Aidid’s leadership was a loyal angpofighting force. His
successes in fighting the government troops evéntied to Aidid’s being named USC
chairman. The USC was largely made up of membeitisedHawiye clan who had
become disillusioned with Barre’s leadership and b@gun to resist. The Hawiye
occupy Mogadishu and the surrounding areas andsoeieg prominent political
positions. When they began to protest, Barre atth¢kawiye areas. But he was unable to
break the Hawiye as he had other clans.

By 1990 Barre was losing control over more and naoeas of the country and in
January 1991 fled the country. He lived brieflyNairobi, Kenya, but his stay there was
met by protests. He eventually moved to Nigeri@rehe would die of heart failure four
years later.

All of these separate forces had accomplished Yu&il--the removal of Siad
Barre. But his absence created a vacuum that géesierson or group was able to fill.
The dictatorship of Siad Barre may have endedthmuSomali Civil War had begun.
Civil War and the Rise of theWarlords

After the United Somali Congress forced Barre é@ flhe country, Ali Mahdi
Mohammed, one of its wealthy and prominent membeas, named interim president of
Somalia. Mohammed was president in name only, hewilitary strength rested with
Aidid, members of the Somali National Movement, atftker rising militia leaders. A
conference was held in Djibouti in July 1991. Tlaference confirmed the notion that
Ali Mahdi was to be president, but Aidid rejectéistoutcome. Ali Mahdi refused to

recognize the role that Aidid played in defeatirayi®®, upsetting Aidid and his followers.
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Aidid in turn refused to recognize Ali Mahdi's leexghip. Furthermore, there was an
expectation that the fighters who defeated Barrelvéorm a new Somali army. Al
Mahdi instead asked that they turn in their weaporsoffered them no guarantee of
future employment>! Ali Mahdi's feckless leadership cost him. His pdesicy lasted
only a few months, and by the end he was really ontontrol of part of Mogadishu.
That was key, however. Mogadishu has always beeprike in Somalia, and Ali Madhi
still had control over parts of it. That meant Aldlid not control the entire city, and no
one controlled the country.

By 1992 the fighting between Ali Mahdi and Aidid sveo destructive that the
U.N. felt compelled to get involved. It negotiai@deasefire between the two warlords
and began a humanitarian mission in Somalia--Uriitations Operation in Somalia
(UNOSOM I). UNOSOM’s mission was to monitor the sefire and bring aid the
refugees created by the war. UNOSOM | was moress & failure. The ceasefire did not
last, food meant for refugees was stolen by théias| and Aidid changed his mind
about the presence of U.N. personnel and demahegdaave’>?

In response to the violence still occurring in Sbapdhe United States began
Operation Restore Hope, also known as United TaskeH UNITAF). The mission was
to use military force to create an environment lich humanitarian aid could be
conducted safely. UNITAF lasted from December 1@ORlarch 1993 and was
considered a moderate success. The port and awpogtsecured, allowing for the

improved flow of aid. In March 1993, the missioartsitioned again, this time to

21 pid. 42-43
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UNOSOM II. The most well-known event during the tyears of UNOSOM Il was the
Battle of Mogadishu, also known as the Black Havawid incident. The result of the
Battle of Mogadishu was the death of 18 U.S. soddéed one Malaysian soldier and
approximately 1,000 Somali fighters. As a resultUaS. troops were pulled from
Somalia by March 1994.
The Islamic Courts Union

It was during this period that we see an increadslamist activity and influence.
As we saw in the previous chapter, al-ltihaad Easi was having some marginal
success in establishing Islamist rule outside ofatishu. Islamist forces begin to exert
themselves in Mogadishu as well. By 1992 Mogadishe essentially divided into two
parts. Ali Mahdi Muhammad and Ali Dhere controlkb@ north, and Aidid ran the south.
The majority population in the north was of the Ahbclan, whereas the south had
multiple clans, none of which was dominant. Criuvas rampant in north Mogadishu, so
in 1994 Ali Mahdi and Ali Dhere allowed the estabinent of Islamic courts. Originally
supported by the business community, the sharis&edh@ourts brought some order to the
rampant chaos that existed in Somalia. Each coastlad by a scholar or judge, and each
was given significant freedom in interpreting lalNo single school of Islamic law was
mandated for all courts to use. Of the eleventsahat would eventually form the
Islamic Courts Union, only two were considered extely conservativé®® The

motivation for the business leaders varied. Soraistied that the purpose of the courts
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was to provide stability to the state; howevergeostfeared they were the first step in
establishing an Islamist regime in Somalia.

The courts were initially reluctant to get involviedpolitical matters. Most of
their civil duties dealt with “sanctifying marriag@nd divorces, determining inheritance
rights, and settling business disput&¥.”

The courts were welcomed by the general populacehMs was the case under
the rule of al-ltihaad a few years earlier, whearsh was implemented qaase by the
militias declined, as did abuse of civilians by thiitias. In extreme casesudud
punishments were meted out. Security increasedatreafly, and life returned to a semi-
normal staté® Food prices dropped by up to twenty percent,thacigh taxes that had
to be paid to warlords were abolisHé8This is an example of the initial success that
Islamist groups have in Somalia. While there wamesariticism of the hudud
punishments, it was not enough to cause pushbasksighe Courts. However, critics of
the courts accused them of favoring their own dab;@nd non-Abgaal clan members
were treated harsher than the Abgaal. The colstsestablished a tax system that upset
many members of the business community, espetiatiiers™’ In the case of the North
Mogadishu Courts, it was not the infringement upwhvidual rights but the clear clan

bias that led to the Court’s downfall.
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The North Mogadishu Court was hampered by in-fighbetween Ali Mahdi and
Ali Dhere. Ali Mahdi sought to establish securityMogadishu, whereas Ali Dhere saw
the court as a means to establish an Islamic Sfite addition to the division between
the court’s leaders, the political leaders of thmaal decided to curb the power of the
courts. They divided them along sub-clan linessgapa split within them and their
eventual dissolution. Once the courts were gonghrdogadishu returned to chaos.
Criminal activity in the north equaled that of tmuthern half of the city.

Once again, Islamists had succeeded in tempoesifblishing security and the
rule of law. Just like Al-Itihaad, however, theyllapsed after a few years, this time not
from an outside influence but from the most influ@force within Somalia, the clan.
This did not signal the end of the shari’a-basaatso however. General Aidid opposed
the establishment of Islamic courts in south Mogladibecause he saw them as a threat
to his authority. But Aidid’s death in 1996 opertkd door to the courts. Some religious
leaders and businessmen, under the leadershipssBHd&ahir Aweys, decided to
establish Islamic courts in south Mogadishu, takirig account lessons learned from the
experience in the Northern part of the city. As trmred earlier, it was inter-clan rivalry
that caused the downfall of the courts in the Noince South Mogadishu did not have
a dominant clan, the Southern courts were estaaliglong clan lines, so a particular
court only had authority over its own cl&fi.

The South Mogadishu courts had their difficulésswell. Given the size of

Mogadishu and that each court only had jurisdicteer its own clan members, it
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became clear that some form of inter-court coopmratas needed. To that end, the
Shari’a Implementation Council was established wilssan Dahir Aweys as Secretary-
General and Sheikh Ali Dheere, former leader ofistemic courts in North Mogadishu,
as Chairmani?® The purpose of the council was to resolve any-iooeirt issues and
make sure there was consistency among the courts.

By the time the Transitional National Governm@iG), formed at the Arta
Conference in Djibouti, returned to Somalia in 200@ Islamic courts in Mogadishu
were firmly established. The TNG rightfully saw tb@urts as a threat to its authority and
attempted to damage them. It hired some of tha’al@urts’ judges and militia
members, but not all of thefft The goal was to weaken the courts and divide the
loyalties of its members. Even Aweys briefly workedthe TNG court system.

As a political organization, the Transitional Nat& Government was doomed
from the start. While it claimed authority, thaligy on the ground was that the courts
controlled Mogadishu. They brought security to ¢itg and controlled the militias.

Some leaders of the courts, such as Aweys, hatigabmbitions and could not come to
any agreement with the TNG. Ethiopia opposed tH& B&nd did nothing to support its
gaining control of the country. By 2003, the TNGndate had ended, never having
established any real control or authority overdbentry.

While the Transitional National Government didefiy weaken the courts, it was
never able to fully eliminate them. When the TNGhafete ended, the courts came back

stronger than ever. In 2004 the Shari’a Impleme@matouncil became the Supreme
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Council of Islamic Courts of Somalf&> This new council dramatically expanded the
courts and their militias. Additionally, Aweys atipted to expand the authority of the
courts beyond policing into the enforcement of ritr&*® such as breaking up mixed-
gender parties and closing down movie theaters istipfiims deemed inappropriaté’
These moves were unpopular with the general pallitthe business establishment,
which began to feel the courts were going toolfdeft alone, it is possible that, due to
these tensions, within a few years the courts whalc fallen apart. However the
creation of yet another government, the TransitiGeaeral Government (TFG), at the
end of 2004 reinvigorated theftr.

The TFG’s president, former warlord Abdullahi Yug\iimed, was widely
known as an anti-Islamist with close ties to thieiégian government. In a country that
views Ethiopia as its sworn enemy, this made Aharedasy target. The courts used the
people’s hatred of Ethiopia as a way to attack Athmiany people who were against
the courts sided with them anyway, in strong oppmsio Ahmed and the TFG. Despite
the opposition, Ahmed remained TFG President argltiwa officially recognized

President of Somalia from 2004 to 2008.
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The United States has long feared that Somaliadvoetome a hot bed of global
terrorist activity®*’ These fears are based on a number of factorst, S5bmalia is
viewed as a failed state in which terrorist orgatians could operate unhindered.
Second, Somalia has a long coastline and relatoyady borders that allow for the easy
movement of personnel, money, and materiel. Thivel Islamist movements within the
country could be seen as assisting, or at leastnpsding, certain terrorist groups’
activities. Lastly, the lack of security in the obty has severely limited Western
intelligence activitie$*®

Despite all of this, Somalia has not been the tstreafe-haven many had feared.
Somalia has, at most, been a transit point forajlpbadists but not a permanent home.
For example, Somalia has harbored (and may stliankoring) some of those suspected
in the 1998 U.S. embassy bombings in Kenya anddraazYet al-Qaeda does not have
a significant presence in the country, nor has $iarpaoven to be a major source of
recruitment for al-Qaedd? It is true that recently al-Shabaab announcetiithaas
becoming a part of al-Qaeda, but there is goocbresdoubt that relationshif’’ which
will be addressed in a later chapter. Osama birehdwhs claimed that al-Qaeda members
were involved in the shooting down of the two Blat&wk helicopters in 1993.

However, Fawaz A. Gerges contends that bin Laderekaggerated al-Qaeda’s
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involvement in this incident for propaganda anduigment purpose$* He argues that
bin Laden made contradictory statements regarainglvement in other terrorist attacks,
such as the 1995 Khobar Towers bombing in SaudviArand that by linking himself
with the successful defeat of the U.S. militanysimmalia, he enhanced his anti-American
image. In a 1997 interview with Peter Arnett, bixdien said that mujahidin trained in
Afghanistan fought in Somalia against the Americdmg he does not claim any personal
role in training or planning the operation nor doegyive credit to al-Qaeda
specifically?>?

Kenneth Menkhaus argues that terrorist organizatiprefer working within
weak, quasi-states rather than collapsed offésSomalia might not actually be as safe
for foreign terrorist groups as it first appearbey run the risk of being betrayed and/or
extorted by local groups; this means most foreggrotist activity tends to be short term.

Nevertheless, the U.S. continues to see Somatgasential threat. The U.S. has
been working with the local government in Somalilaas well as clan leaders, militias,
the business establishment and other factions ghimut Somalia to supply information
and/or facilitate the capture of suspected tert®iis Somali£>* To do this, the U.S. has

had to work with groups that oppose each otheroppadse the Transitional Federal

Government, which the U.S. officially supports.
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By 2006, the Islamic courts had grown in strengtti bad started to distance
themselves from their clans. In February 2006 cagiof business leaders and warlords
formed the Alliance for the Restoration of Peac# @ounter-Terrorism (ARPCT). Itis
unclear whether ARPCT was founded at the prompifrige United States, but it is
widely believed that the Central Intelligence Aggpeovided significant funding to &>

The creation of the ARPCT was seen as a thraaettslamic Courts Union. In
February 2006, a series of street battles andsieaisns began in Mogadishu. Though
outmanned and outgunned, the militias of the ICbhidated the fighting, and by June
had taken over the city. The courts managed tmpinbers of the same clan against each
other in an effort to split clan allegiance to ame militia leader. Clans not involved in
the initial fighting began to side with the ICU anthey saw that the courts were
winning. The members of the Islamic Courts Uniotitras were more dedicated to the
cause than the street-level fighters of the Allgrand some members of ARPCT
abandoned the Alliance and joined the ICU, dematisty that practicality mattered
more than ideolog§?®

The speed of the Islamic Court Union’s successapturing Mogadishu came as
a surprise to ARPCT and to the courts themselvhghahad been established strictly as
a judicial system, not as a governmental bureayc@amali Islamism is not monolithic,
and disagreements occurred among the courts cangehe exercise of their newlyon

authority. Many of the courts had a radical fundamentalispliogy influenced by the

2> NewsHour with Jim Lehrer “Islamist Control of Matjahu Raises Concern of Extremist Future for
Somalia” June 8, 2006. Online at http://www.pbsloegvshour/updates/africa/jan-june06/somalia_06-
08.html
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Wahhabi school of thought, whereas others were muate progressive in their
thinking. The more progressive-minded courts sujgoodemocracy and viewed their
role largely as one of a stabilizing force that Wiogive Somalis a chance to form a
government influenced by Islamic ideals and priatspThe hardliners, on the other
hand, envisioned the courts as the dominant sanbpolitical force in the country.
Many have feared that Somalia under the ICU woakkeha look similar to Afghanistan
under the Taliban, but because of the variety efvpioints within the ICU a completely
fundamentalist Islamic state seems unlikaly.

After winning in Mogadishu, the Islamic Courts Unibegan to contact Islamic
courts in other cities in an effort to consolidptaver.One week after its victory in
Mogadishu, the ICU attacked and captured the diflowhar*® The ICU began talks
with the Transitional Federal Government but neeased its drive to consolidate power
militarily. In an effort to protect the fledglingpgernment, Ethiopia sent troops to Baidoa,
the city in which the TFG was operatifij. The ICU believed the capture of Baidoa and
the elimination, or at least retreat, of the TFQuigdbe its final step to controlling all of
Somalia. By August 9, 2008e ICU had captured the town of Beletuein alorgy th
Somali-Ethiopian bordeé® It captured the port city of Kismaayo in Septemibeorder
to prevent the landing of an African Union peacgleg force. By December, the

Islamic Courts Union had captured approximately tied country.
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On December 20, the Islamic Courts Union attadkaidoa. Ethiopia responded
not only by sending reinforcements to the city &lgb by launching a full-scale invasion
of Somalia. The ICU, while effective against wadsrproved no match for the
professional Ethiopian army and retreated to Maogjadi On December 25, Ethiopian
planes bombed Mogadishu’s airport, and by tH2th@ Ethiopians had captured the city
of Jowhar, just fifty miles outside Mogadishu. Knag their defeat was imminent, the
ICU forces withdrew from Mogadishu, and by Deceni2grEthiopian troops and the
Transitional Federal Government had retaken the \dfith defeat inevitable, the ICU
leadership, including Hassan Dahir Aweys, resigiiédlhe Islamic Courts Union as an
organization and as a government was done, buhémbers splintered and formed other
groups and began an Islamist insurgency directathagthe TFG and the Ethiopian
army, neither of which has much popular supptrNew groups such as Hizbul Islam
and the Alliance for the Re-Liberation of Somaliarevformed but were quickly

overshadowed by the former military wing of the IGll}Shabaab.

#lugomalia: ICU Leaders Resign as Ethiopian Army tee@apital” Somalinet.com 27 December 2006
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Chapter 7
ISLAMIST GROUPS IN THE SOMALI CIVIL WAR

In the previous chapter we saw that the Islamicr@dunion (ICU) needed to use
militias to enforce the rule of law. If the ICU veethe government, the militias were the
police and military. One of the more powerful obsle militias waslarakat al-Shabaab
al-Mujahideen(Movement of the Struggling Youth) or al-ShabaHfus chapter will look
at al-Shabaab’s rise to power and how it managégtome the main Islamist group in
Somalia after the fall of the ICU. It is safe ty $hat the ICU’s greatest achievement was
its successful takeover and six-month rule of seuttsomalia. But the Islamic Courts’
second most significant contribution was the urtieagsof al-Shabaab.
Early al-Shabaab

Arguably the most central figure in modern Somslamism is Hassan Dahir
Aweys. Others may be more high profile, but Awegs heen a constant force in Somali
Islamism since the 1990s. Aweys began his involveméth Islamism when he joined
al-ltihaad al-Islaami(AlAl), as mentioned in a previous chapter. Aweysckly became
one of the leaders of that group and instrumentAllAl's success in Luuq. AlAl's
collapse was not the end of Aweys, and he evegtaeathblished and became chairman
of the Islamic Courts Union. It was in his rolel@&J leader that he helped establish the
militia group al-Shabaab and turned leadershig-&tebaab over to Aden Hashi Farah

Ayro.
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Ayro had trained in Afghanistan prior to 2001 anaswhe young leader of al-
Shabaali® While it appears that Ayro had little in the wéyfarmal education (religious
or secular), he did make an early impression ors&la®ahir Aweys, and it was at
Aweys’ suggestion that Ayro went to train in Afglgtan?®* While Aweys was a former
Army officer and, therefore, had a military backgnd, at this stage of his life he was
more focused on his religion and what he saw aprbyger implementation of Islamist
principles on the greater Somali society. His yargotége Ayro was the enforcer.

In 2005, shortly before the ICU managed its sudaétakeover of southern
Somalia, Ayro emerged from under Aweys’ shadow amdiertook a controversial
mission on his own. Ayro and his al-Shabaab mig&ed a colonial-era Italian
cemetery in Mogadishu and desecrated the gravesleke of the Islamic Courts Union
were not pleased with Ayro’s actions, but he argihed it was in keeping with Islamic
teaching. However, when confronted by Islamic safeabout his actions, he was unable
to justify them?®® Regardless how the leadership felt, Ayro had nsadame for himself
and al-Shabaab.

Once the ICU fell, it fractured. Some of the lesbtamt members formed a group
called the Alliance for the Re-Liberation of Somaadind established a working
relationship with the Transitional Federal Governim&Vhile still ostensibly an Islamist
groups, its primary goal was the removal of Ethaopiorces and influence from Somalia.

The members of al-Shabaab, however, were not ettlia ally themselves with the TFG

23 Marc Englehart. “The Hour of the Islamists.” QaatMarch 16, 2006nttp://en.gantara.de/The-Hour-
of-the-Islamists/6252c6321i1p45P4st accessed 8/29/12.
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nor to give up their militant ways. As it turnedtptiney didn’t need to. Al-Shabaab
became the most successful post-ICU group, captara holding more areas than
anyone else, including the TFG.

Al-Shabaab became the de facto government in #aesar held. First and
foremost, al-Shabaab sought to establish securdystability. This was a logical and
tactically smart move on its part. Any governmdat it a democracy or a dictatorship, a
socialist state or a monarchy, has as its firgirtyi the security of its people. If the
people do not feel they are relatively safe, theestrong possibility they will rise up
against the government unable to provide that ggcum the specific case of Somalia,
the issue of security is critically important besait has lacked it for decades. If a group
can stabilize a region, it is likely to get muchtloé support of the citizens of that region.
Al-ltihaad al-Islaami did it in Luug, and the ICUddt in a good portion of Somalia. In
both of these cases, the Islamist group in questemmet positively due to its ability to
stabilize the region and protect the citizenryvdis overreaching into people’s private
lives that caused the eventual backlash. Al-Shabaahed the use ghat, which was
the source of a good deal of violence; it stoppedaractice of bribery; and it
dramatically cut down the number of robbefi&s.

Much like its Islamist predecessors, al-Shabaabnanproblems when it, too,
intruded into people’s personal lives. Al-Shabaab banned men from shaving their
beards or wearing western-style haircuts, and mmescases they have forcibly cut a

man’s hair with jagged implements such as broketidsoif his hairstyle is deemed

%% Human Rights Report “Harsh War Harsh Peace: Abbges-Shabaab, the Transitional Federal
Government, and AMISOM in Somalia.” 2010. Pg. 22.
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inappropriaté®’ Al-Shabaab banned western music and dancing. Pealyer is
mandatory. Women are required to wear a head caydn some areas of the country
the covering must be abaya a loose article of clothing that covers the entiody
except for the face, hands, and feet, therefomeiditing any suggestion of what a
woman’s figure looks like. Women may also not bsitoations where they could come
into contact with men. This means that most wonsmot work, as working in a
business would most likely mean some contact wigh 7% Traditionally, Somali
women operated small businesses like tea shopsaibcéarts that naturally led to male
contact. Many of these are now no longer operalihgse are the same overreaching
steps taken by previous Islamist groups. While maegple acknowledge al-Shabaab’s
effectiveness at improving security and are thanifuit, the egregious intrusion into
people’s personal lives has caused many peopled¢af-Shabaab-controlled areas.

One of al-Shabaab’s most egregious activities leas the use of child soldiers. It
is not uncommon for teenage boys to work for alifalad either in exchange for payment
or due to threats and/or peer presstitd@hose who resist the offers to join al-Shabaab
are often killed themselvé&’ This sends a deeper message to other potentialtsesf
you do not join al-Shabaab, your life may be ingkan

In addition to child soldiers, al-Shabaab has rigeduSomali refugees and gotten
them to return to Somalia to fight. The Dadaabge&camp in Northern Kenya is home

to a few hundred thousand Somalis, making it thgelst refugee camp in the world. Al-
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Shabaab has been known to recruit from within #mag The exact nature of this
recruitment is unclear, however, it is probablyngahe lines of the child recruitment, the
use of promises of payment and/or threats to phlsafety. The next chapter will
address al-Shabaab’s use of online recruiting @ido fighters. .

Furthermore, legitimate threats to civilian popigias are designed by al-Shabaab
strictly for propaganda purpos&s.Al-Shabaab fighters will go into densely populated
areas, typically in Mogadishu, and launch a fewtarsror artillery shells at African
Union or Transitional Federal Government forceseyiwill then pack up quickly and
leave the area. The AU or TFG forces, however, lailhch retaliatory fire, resulting in
the deaths or injury of large numbers of civiliaAkShabaab can in turn use these
attacks on civilians for propaganda purposes, diggrthat the AU and TFG are
responsible for the deaths of innocent non-combstan

Al-Shabaab attacked the Sufi practice of visiting tombs of Sufi saints. Al-
Shabaab sees this practice as idolatry and hasrdesg a number of these tonfhs.

The most notable characteristic of al-Shabaab,ghpis its use of theudud
punishments. These punishments are the most seweeg shari’a. They consist of
floggings, amputations, and executions. Punishmaet®ften meted out in public. Al-
Shabaab members will gather up locals and take tbehe site where the punishment is
to take place. Some type of speech is given justifthe punishment. In the case of

amputations, the severed hand or foot is often hwymig a public are& It is clear that

271 Report of the UN Monitoring Group on Somalia, 2/2®1, March 10, 2010. Pg. 16.
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this is not a tactic used simply to punish the arah but is intended as a deterrent to
everyone who might consider opposing al-Shabaab.

One of the most egregious instances of capitalgoumént is the case of Aisha
Ibrahim Duhulow, a 13-year-old girl who had beengaaped by three men. For her
“sexual misconduct,” she was arrested and sentecgehth. Her execution took place
on October 27, 2008. She was taken to a stadiunbameld up to her head in the sand.
Official reports from al-Shabaab claimed that Duhwulvas “happy with the punishment
under Islamic law,” but witnesses say she struggletihad to be forced into the hole in
the ground’* A group of about fifty men then stoned her to Heat one point it was
unclear whether she had died. She was dug up auketh by nurses. It was determined
she was still alive, and she was reburied, andtiiv@ng continued.

The stoning, amputations, or even the forced hating are all public so as to
demonstrate the power of al-Shabaab. These punighrage warnings to everyone else
of what can happen if they violate al-Shabaab'srpretation of law or challenge its
authority. Al-Shabaab has created an environmewhich it rules by fear. The claim, of
course, is that al-Shabaab members are impleme@as law and rule in a manner in
keeping with a proper Islamic society. But intetption of law, secular law and certainly
religious law, is open to a wide variety of intexfation. Al-Shabaab wants no challenge
to its interpretation of law and to ensure thaesuwy fear.

It should be noted that al-Shabaab limited its nolgovernance to that of law
enforcement. The day-to-day running of the citied Bowns was left to local

administrators. These could be clan elders or putdirks professionals or businessmen.

24 Amnesty International report. “Somalia: Girl stdneas child of 13.” 10/31/08.
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It was these people who kept power, water, saoitaind telecommunication going. Al-
Shabaab ruled, but it did not govern.
Hizbul Islam

Al-Shabaab was not the only Islamist group to fieen the ashes of the Islamic
Courts Union. In 2009 four smaller Islamist groupsjudingJabhatul Islamiygthe
Islamic Front), the Asmara wing of the Alliance tbhe Re-liberation of Somalia run by
Hassan Dahir Aweys; the Ras Kamboni Brigade rurbiednother ICU official, Hassan
Abdullah Hersi al-Turki; and the al-Furqaan Foroesrged to fornHizbul Islam(The
Islamic Party)?’®> Al-Shabaab was clearly the dominant Islamist griouSomalia at the
time, and it is significant that these smaller gr@ehose to form a new Islamist rival
rather than be absorbed by al-Shabaab. Ostensilallgul Islam was created to fight the
TFG and the Ethiopians and was allied with al-Shhba

Al-Turki and Aweys had issues with al-Shabaab akierinflux of foreign
fighters. Al-Qaeda has had links to Somalia goiagkito the 1990s, but since 2006 and
the rise of the ICU those connections have beerhmuare concrete. Al-Qaeda has been
more vocal in its support of jihad in Somalia ahd tormation of an Islamic state. Prior
to 2006, the actual involvement of al-Qaeda in S@ms speculative at best. In 2008 and
2009, al-Qaeda mentions al-Shabaab specificalaiious statements. In fact, Osama

bin Laden only released five statements in 2009kdtcated one to jihad in Somalia.

23N Security Council report S/201091. Pg. 16.
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2"’ This growing attachment and support by al-Qaedsoimalia Islamists led to an
increase in foreign fighters entering Somalia aidifng al-Shabaab’®

Tension between the two groups came to a header2D09 over who would
control the city of Kismayo. A power sharing agregrhad existed in which each group
would run the city for six months. Al-Shabaab agpdlly refused to give up control, and
fighting ensued’® Parts of Hizbul Islam sided with al-Shabaab, atheis did not.
Hizbul Islam claimed they captured foreign fightdtsing the course of the battle with
al-Shabaab, exacerbating the tension between th&tWhe fighting was fairly one-
sided, however, with al-Shabaab wining a decisigeowy. Fighting continued in other
Hizbul Islam-controlled areas, and by December 28@ys announced that Hizbul
Islam was being fully absorbed by al-Shab&4b.
Foreign Involvement

As has been stated previously, Ethiopia and Senmalve a long running
animosity. The Ethiopia military was largely respiihe for the defeat of the Islamic
Courts Union and has remained a presence in Somadiasince. On one hand, the
military is attempting to stabilize the region aeture the border. However, the very

presence of Ethiopian troops on Somali soil seagea rallying cry for Somali Islamists.
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In late 2007/early 2008, the African Union senbs, primarily from Uganda
and Burundi, into Somalia on a peacekeeping mis&fan July 2010, al-Shabaab
launched one of its few attacks outside of Somalee bombing of a World Cup viewing
party in Kampala, Uganda caused the mission oAthién Somalia to shift from
peacekeeping to battling al-Shab&éb.

In 2011 this African Union force of 9,000 troopste a push into Mogadishu.
After intense fighting, al-Shabaab was forced te@gip most of the city. This was a huge
defeat and emboldened the African Union and theditianal Federal Government.

Also in July of 2012, there was a skirmish betwak8habaab and Kenyan
border security forces. While a relatively minocigkent, especially when compared to
the Kampala bombing, it nevertheless caused Kemganass a large number of troops
along the border. The Kenyan Defense Forces wetebto stay in Kenya and protect
the border, but al-Shabaab continued to provok&#drg/an government. Al-Shabaab
forces ventured into Kenya and committed a sefiésdaappings mainly of foreign
tourists or aid worker®* Operation Linda Nchi (Protect the Country in Svijias
launched in October 2011 by Kenya. Since the beginof that operation al-Shabaab
has been on the run. The combination of forces it FG, Ethiopia, African Union,
and Kenya has proven difficult for al-Shabaab todba. It has lost ground almost every

month since the Kenyan invasion and that has erebeliithe other anti-al-Shabaab
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forces. By September 2012, Kenyan and AU forcestlam@&omali National Army
launched an attack on Kismayo, the last al-Shabtrahghold’®® Al-Shabaab forces lost
the battle, and as of September 2012 no longerdighdficant Somali land.

These series of defeats have caused al-Shab#&lbliack on traditional clan
bonds. Al-Shabaab has always avoided becomingvedah clan disputes by accepting
members of all clans. Although its leadership iglenap of members of different clans,
with mounting losses al-Shabaab has tried to sthemgts bonds to various clan leaders
in an effort to attract more fighters. But thisagtfhas not been particularly successful
thus far?®®

The next major defeat for al-Shabaab came not &timopia or Kenya or the
TFG but from nature. A devastating famine hit Saenal 2011. Al-Shabaab attempted to
use the famine to demonstrate that it is more fhstra fighting militia and can act as a
government that takes care of its people. Al-Shalb@mned all non-Muslim charities
from assisting in al-Shabaab controlled areas #edthated to handle the aid distribution
with its own members. It very publicly coordinatid delivery of food and medical aid.
It attempted to capitalize on the famine and aaftedia effort to shape its public image.
This was not as successful as al-Shabaab had hep#ter than receiving praise for its
efforts to distribute aid, al-Shabaab receivedaisitn for the banning of aid agencies

such as the Red Cro%¥.
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As for Hizbul Islam, from December 2010 to Septen#l 2 it was essentially
non-existent. However, in the wake of al-Shabaabtbacks, Hizbul Islam forces

abandoned al-Shabaab and reestablished Hizbul.f&fam

Ahlu Sunna Waljama’a and the Ras Kamboni Movement

Al-Shabaab and Hizbul Islam are not the only graopsmerge during the Somali
Civil War. Ahlu Sunna wal Jama’a (ASWJ) had beesuad in one form or another since
the 1990s. It briefly supported Mohamed Farah Aibiat after his death in 1996 ASWJ
lost prominence. In 2002, though, it emerged asax@making part§?® Ahlu Sunna
seemed to want to bring together disparate forc&omalia, but it also made
delegitimizing strict Islamist policies a priorityhis disregard for a strict Islamist
interpretation ended up hurting its credibility. W3 wanted to bring everyone to the
table, but at the same time disavowed anyone whelsefs were not compatible with its
own.

It is not until 2008, when it begins to activelglii al-Shabaab that ASWJ
becomes a significant player in Somalia. In facWAJ was the first group to really have
significant military success against al-Shabaalkingesignificant gains especially in the
Galguduud and Hiran regions. These successes pedriiiopia to assist ASWJ. In
2010 Ethiopia began to train some Ahlu Sunna fighéad supply them with weapons

and material$® During this period, the TFG was at one of its weslpoints, controlling

28« enyan Amisom solider kills six Somali civiliariBBC News. Sept. 24, 2012.
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only small portions of Mogadishu. Ahlu Sunna joineith the TFG, and its victories
became TFG victories. In exchange, ASWJ members gigen appointments in the
Transitional Federal Government.

The Ras Kamboni Movement is a prime example ottre-shifting loyalties of
many Somalia militia leaders. The Ras Kamboni Btegawas one of the four Islamist
groups that merged to form Hizbul Islam. When Hizblam was absorbed by al-
Shabaab, in the aftermath of the 2009 Battle ofrt&igo, a Hizbul Islam commander,
Sheikh Ahmed Mohamed Islam, refused to join anché his own group, the Ras
Kamboni Movement. In 2010 the Ras Kamboni moveradiigd itself with Ahlu Sunna
wal Jama’a and the TFG in opposition to al-Shabaab.

There is something unique in Somalia in that thegalties are in constant flux.
Hassan Dahir Aweys was imprisoned by Siad Barre ker worked in the Barre
administration. Mohamed Farah Aidid worked with i@athen helped topple his
government. Aweys and Aidid worked together butngwally split. Aden Hashi Farah
Ayro worked for Aweys until they, too, split. Ahmédohamed Islam worked with
Aweys and Hassan Abdullah Hersi al-Turki and l&eight them both. Sharif Sheikh
Ahmed was an ICU commander and later PresidemtsoT tansitional Federal
Government where he fought many of his former I@Ueagues. All these men thought
they could unite and lead Somalia. They all ated@&nough fighters to wage an
extended war. Given the frequency and relative wadtbewhich they seem to shift
alliance, one could make the case that there ieyaity at all among them—that they are

power hungry and are use each other as a meansstwdaHowever, that assumes the
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motivation behind these men’s actions is the adgpmsof power. With the exception of
Barre and Aidid, all of them are Islamists. Theisas groups that they have run and
been a part are Islamist groups. Even those thaisapthe strict interpretation of Islam,
such as Ahlu Sunna wal Jama’a, are Islamist. Stotlaty appears to be to their faith
and to the Somali people.

Mohammed Hassan established the parameters faalBlstamism in the
nineteenth century, and these men and follow inttiadition. They are all pro-Islam and
see Islam as intrinsically linked to Somalia. Tlaeg all Somali nationalists and reject the
influence of outsiders on Somalia. Even al-Shaleaqierienced a split because foreign
fighters were becoming too involved in al-Shabaiganchy. This is by no means a
justification of their actions. These men have oargd a bloody war that has cost
thousands of lives and displaced thousands mosarire cases, they have terrorized the
very people they hope to lead. But their motivafimndoing so was not as simplistic as a

guest for power. They are quite literally struggliior God and country.
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Chapter 8
AL-SHABAAB'’S ONLINE MEDIA PRESENCE AND RECRUITMENT

Being an unorthodox state does not mean that Sansalithout contact with the
rest of the world or that new technologies havesgdst by. Somali expatriates
commonly send cell phones, computing equipment,ayp@md other goods to Somalis
still in the country. Given the relative lack oftgic media, these items are critical to
Somalis’ ability to obtain news and to communic&ecently, al-Shabaab has taken to
Twitter in an attempt to use new media to crafublig image and engage with people
around the world.

Al-Shabaab uses new media outlets for two vergifipand strategic purposes.
First, it helps create the public image of al-Stadibaot as a violent terrorist group, as the
U.S. has designated it, but as the righteous deferaf Islam against the wicked foreign
invaders. Second, it aids in recruitment, spedificéhe recruitment of those not in
Somalia.
Early Uses of Media

Extremists use the Internet for a wide variety ofgpses: communication,
propaganda, and fund-raising, to name a few. Bt cyberterrorism or cyberwarfare,
as the intention is not to disrupt anyone elsefaater systems. Instead, they use the
Internet largely for message control. Gabriel Weimpoints out that most extremist
websites focus on issues such as “freedom of esipreand political prisoners” and not

on the group’s own acts of violerfée They tend to point out the undemocratic or

21 Gabriel WeimannTerror on the Internet: The New Arena, the New @majes (Washington D.C.:
United States Institute of Peace Press, 2006).9854-
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immoral means by which their enemies attempt taeggpthem. In other words, they
make the case that they are the weaker, disenfisssttbinderdog fighting against an
oppressive government. They cast themselves iroteef the hero struggling against
overwhelming powers, not as the oppressive tetrddisce this argument is made, the
extremists can then justify their acts of violence.

As De Koster and Houtman point out, one reasansibonline sites is for a sense
of community?®? The people who go to chat rooms or discussiondsoaave some
interest in the subject matter of that site but matybe surrounded by others in their
offline world who share those interests. A virtaammunity is then created in which one
can share thoughts on, in this case, extreme mati@aton of Islam.

One of the key elements is how extremists cast dtipponents. In many of the
jihadi websites, Americans and Europeans are o#tfamred to as ‘Crusaders,’ invoking
what Halverson et al call the Infidel Invader masiarrative’®® Here Muslim lands are
being invaded by non-Muslim intruders who kill mangocent Muslims. A Muslim
champion emerges, defeats the invaders, and sslaes. By casting their enemies in this
way, they have dehumanized them. The enemy are iaipaggressive infidels and,
therefore, much easier to attack.

In practice these websites provide sermons, ptatds/ideos of attacks, chat

rooms, discussion boards, and in some cases mamugdstics or bomb building. These

292 \illem De Koster and Dick Houtman. “Stormfrontiilee a second home to me: On virtual community
formation by right-wing extremists”. Informationp@munication and Society vol 11, no 6 December
2008 p. 1155-1176.

293 Jeffry R. Halverson, H.L. Goodall Jr., and StefRerCormanMaster Narratives of Islamic Extremism.
(New York: Palgrave MacMillian, 2011).
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websites get shut down frequently but usually gragain within days under a new web
address.

Members of al-Shabaab post on message boards ahtboms that are
frequented by Islamic extremists. This is not ueitpu al-Shabaab but a typical example
of extremists’ outreach.

Al-Shabaab maintained a website, alkataiib.netcivhas subsequently been shut
down, on which messages and videos in Somali, Aralpid English were postétf.As
approximately less than two percent of the popoitatif Somalia has Internet access, it is
safe to conclude that the website and chat roomicjEation is intended to reach an
audience outside of Somafi& Both al-Shabaab and Hizbul Islam have taken caior
stations within Somalia and used them to broadegstrts of their victorie&® Al
Shabaab has used all of these media outlets tmdLipp narrative that it is on the side of
Islam and the forces rallied against them (the \E8iopia, the TFG, etc.) are the true
enemies of the Somali people.

Michael Taarnby and Lars Hallunbaek rightly paat that as al-Shabaab has
moved closer to al-Qaeda in ideology, it has imptbin its use of propagand¥.Since
alkataiib.net has been taken down, Al-Shabaabe@lataterial gets dispersed through

the Global Islamic Media Front (GIMF), a populatletifor Islamist statements. Al-

294 p|och, LaurenCounterterrorism in East Africa: The U.S. Respoi@engressional Research Service
Report P.13. November 3, 2010.

295 CJA World Fact Book. Retrieved froimtps://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/so.htntlast accessed 1/23/12.

29 |prahim, Mohammed. (2010, April 18). Radio Stasianith No Music May Be Shut in Somalidew
York Timesttp://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/19/world/africa/l18salia.htmlLast accessed 1/23/12.

27 Taarnby, Michael and Lars Hallunbaek. (Feb. 20A0Bhabaab: The Internationalization of Militant
Islamism in Somalia and the Implications for Ratizzdgion Processes in Europe. Danish Ministry of
Justice Report. pg. 13-14.
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Shabaab also gets its message out through algimetah.Swedish based website that
supports jihadi causes. Algimmah.net has hostad@nhat sessions with members of al-
Shabaab. The quality of al-Shabaab’s video prodndias also developed a sleeker look
with higher production values.

Given that al-Shabaab is operating in a so-calidd state, it is tempting to
presuppose limited access to new media technoldwpt is clearly not the case,
however. Its members are adept at the use of teenkt, and their video production has
seen a notable rise in quality with a noticeabteease in the use of graphics, music, and
subtitles. Simply being a presence on the Intedeatonstrates that they are not
backwards or anti-modern but rather very much agfahe twenty-first century. It
makes sense then, that they would move into thesienvedium of new media; social
networking.
The Twitter Example

“In the name of God the Merciful.” That was thetiai tweet of HSMPress on
December 7, 2011. The DecembBrt&eet was in Arabic, but subsequently al-Shabaab
has tweeted in English only on this account. Onebeger §' it opened
@HSMPress_arabic and on December 29 opened @HS#B@wali, and it has used
those for Arabic and Somali language tweets regpgt The English language site is
by far the most active.

In 2006, Charles Hirschkind publish@tle Ethical Soundscapehich looks at

the role that cassette sermons have played inrghpapiitical discourse across the

160



Middle East® Cassette sermons were used by Ayatollah Ruholk@ni€ini during his
years in exile. Khomeini’s sermons would be serklia Iran and played for his
followers. The value of the cassette sermon isifoldt First, it allows for people who
otherwise could not be heard to preach and infleerlers. This was the case with
Khomeini. Second, cassettes also get passed frasorpt person and can be listened to
multiple times, eliminating the need to be in a&@iermosque on Friday to hear the
speaker. People can listen to these cassettesiirhttimes, cars, or anywhere else they
have a tape player.

One of the key aspects of Hirschkind’s argumetitas listening to the cassette is
an emotional and visceral act not an intellectua. ' he listener is moved to action by
the emotional impact of the sermon not by someckdgiersuasive argument. This,
Hirschkind contends, ida’'wa (call, proselytizing). Da’'wa is a common practa&eong
Muslims. It is the use of ethical speech in anmafieto get listeners to engage in proper
or pious conduct. Hirschkind suggests that cassettieich would have been new media
in the 1970s, allowed for a new and expanded fdrdatwa.

As new media changes, so, too, does the da’'wan®b& Laden and Ayman al-
Zawabhiri among others have been adept at using\vajees. It is easy for non-Muslim
observers to see these video tapes as merely @gliocsl information, or threats, or praise
for some previous attack. But they can be viewea similar way as the cassette
sermons. They are a means for the speaker to rhevstener to what he perceives to be

pious action.

*% Charles Hirschkind. The Ethical Soundscape: CasSattmons and Islamic Counterpublics. (New

York: Columbia University Press, 2006).
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With the advent of the Internet and social mediaget yet another avenue for
da’'wa. As with the cassette sermons, there is a@ ebaccessibility. One can access
websites, blogs, Facebook, and Twitter from vitjuahywhere at anytime. This chapter
will describe a number of practical uses for HSMBrencluding Twitter. But Twitter
can also be seen as da'wa in 140 characters ofTiestser followers can read a
particular account and be moved to action. Will meet be enough to move someone
into pious action? Probably not. But a number o€t that demonstrate piety and
ethical conduct might. Users of Twitter and otharial media sites tend to be younger.
Islamist groups in general and HSMPress in padicate not afraid to engage young
people in da’'wa in the format that is most appegiomthem.

Beyond the religious act of da’'wa, Al-Shabaab ityesees Twitter as a tool to
manage its image. HSMPress has four ongoing usdsniidter. First is to make others
aware of victories in battle. Second is to useogjaké with other Tweeters and retweets of
news stories to shape a positive image of al-Shalddard is to provide up-to-the-
minute reporting on activities going on in Somahad fourth is to demean its
opponents.

Al-Shabaab is not the only Islamist group to méliTwitter. The Taliban has had
an official Twitter account longer than al-Shabadbwever, they are far less adept at
using it. The Taliban simply uses Twitter to recowhat Lundry et al refer to as

victorious battle stories with a link to their affal website, which provides some more
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detail on the attack® For the Taliban, Twitter is simply a tool for déssinating
information about successful battles.

Al-Shabaab has been much more dynamic in its sNé#tile there are certainly
some claims of victorious battles, its tweets gpooel that. The Taliban tweets have very
little editorializing. They simply state that artaatk took place and the result. For
example, “6 puppet killed and wounded as convoy IiD. KANDAHAR, Jan 25.”

They do use language such as “puppet” or “crusadelescribe Afghan and Coalition
forces respectively, but beyond that the messafgarig straightforward. Also the
English is not precise. “Puppet” instead of “pupgpetKilled and wounded” as opposed
to “killed or wounded.” Whoever is responsible tbe Taliban tweets is likely not a
native English speaker.

Al-Shabaab’s take on a victorious battle storguge different. Beyond merely
stating an attack took place, it will seek to breathe conversation. For example, from
December ¥, “With the rising economic burden of operation danNchi, the much-
hyped #Kenyan invasion has faltered quite prembttr@r “#KDF retreat from the
towns they'd invaded, capitulating to their fatemare 2months into the extravagant but
wretched operation #LindaNchi.” Operation Linda N¢PRrotect the Country” in
Swahili) is the Kenyan led military operation inuslern Somalia that began October 16,

2011.

29 | undry, Chris, Steven R. Corman, R. Bennett Furdo Kirk W. Errickson. (2012, June) Cooking the
Books: Strategic Inflation of Casualty Reports byrEmists in the Afghanistan Conflicktudies in
Conflict and Terrorism.
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With these tweets, Al-Shabaab is looking beyormdsecific battle on the ground
to the larger goal of getting Kenyan troops ouBofmalia. Any long-term military
engagement is going to have an economic impacl pbit that out. It will be met with
successes and failures. They are pointing outiessef Kenyan failures. These tweets are
far more impactful than a statement claiming soreps were killed. Furthermore, the
English is far superior to the Taliban tweets, @ading the writer is most likely a native
English speaker.

Al-Shabaab responds to tweeters but not just amydazanine Moshiri, an al-
Jazeera reporter, wrote a blog piece about al-Siaiet it responded to via Twitt&f
She then had a rather lengthy exchange with al<&ttaln this Twitter-based interview,
al-Shabaab claims its treatment in the media tsgugpaganda, and it seeks to refute
some commonly held beliefs about it. Rather thanths interview in another story
about al-Shabaab, Moshiri opted to reprint the ergle in her blog, thus eliminating the
possibility that she herself could turn the intewviinto “propaganda®*

By using Twitter to engage with non-Islamists éimose who oppose al-Shabaab
ideology, HSMPress is shifting the use of onlinedraeWhile extremist groups have
used websites to engage in conversation, it hasaljy been with those who are

predisposed to support extremist views and ideolégyTwitter is public and anybody,

regardless of ideology, can engage with anyone EIS®&Press is expanding beyond De

309 Moshiri, Nazanine. (2011, December 13) Al-ShataitstweetingAl-Jazeera
http://blogs.aljazeera.net/africa/2011/12/13/albstastarts-tweetingast accessed 1/30/12.

301 Moshiri, Nazanine. (2011, December) Somalia’s @bdighters take to TwitteAl-Jazeera
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2011/12/20111316621833642.htnilast accessed 1/30/12.
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Koster and Houtman'’s description of online commesitFor example, to reach the
Global Islamic Media Front, one has to seek thetwhich only someone interested in
Islamism is likely to do. Through the use of thalitag on Twitter, however, users may
find themselves in contact with people they mighit stherwise communicate with.
HSMPress has not run away from this interactiomwhe broader public but embraced
it.

Furthermore, HSMPress is not a virtual commumitthe same way many other
websites are. HSMPress has over 11,000 followerfobblaws no one. It is “asymmetric
microblogging” as opposed to the type of virtuaintounity seen on other sité%,

Al-Shabaab has no problem using popular meditstown ends. It tweeted a link
to an article published on the online news sitedd@nline, which argues that al-
Shabaab may be best equipped to bring stabili§otoalia. If the followers of
HSMPress read the article, they are exposed tonawbat positive treatment of al-
Shabaab in a Western-based, legitimate news $itsy flave also tweeted stories that
make their opponents look bad, such as the cabeawitiddle East Online story that
accuses the TFG of the inability to prevent rapeaimps for the internally displaced
(Middle East Online, 2011). This falls in line witleimann’s argument about the role
that extremists cast for themselves. Here al-Shmalsaaot the evil one but rather the
saviors who can bring stability to a nation and@cbher people.

KDF spokesman Major Emmanuel Chirchir has beertivvg about Operation

Linda Nchi since it first began. Some of his twesto follow the victorious battle story

302 Gruzd, Anatoliy, Barry Wellman, and Yuri Takhteyg2011, July 25). Imagining Twitter as an
Imagined Community. American Behavioral Scientisit55 no 10 pp. 1294-1318.
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form and merely recount KDF victories. For examfiiem December 6th,
“#OperationLindaNchi KDF bombed 2 Al Shabaab casgsth of Afmadow town,
killing several Al shabaab fighters &destroyed teichl vehicles.” The victorious battle
story tweet is a common one, and it is easy todgeboth the KDF and al-Shabaab
utilize it. These types of tweets are quick and/gaspaganda. They show success,
which can lead to increased support for the mis?f@ople are more likely to support a
winning cause rather than a losing one, and gettavgs of one’s victories out there
quickly and often gives the impression of winniiy.

Al-Shabaab has taken the victorious battle statep further by trying to prove
its claims. It is easy to claim to have killed atae number of soldiers and make it seem
as if your side is winning. Al-Shabaab, whenevessilde, photographs and publishes via
Twitter, ID cards of fallen soldiers. On Decemb@¥ i published the IDs of twelve
fallen Burundian soldiers who were part of the édn Union mission and who were
killed in Mogadishu. This practice has been cordthwhenever the IDs of fallen soldiers
can be retrieved.

The practice of showing IDs has another purposeedis It gives HSMPress
legitimacy. Anyone can open a Twitter account anda under someone else’s name.
Theoretically, whoever posts to HSMPress couldryavhere in the world. Having
physical access to the IDs of recently killed saiglishows that whoever is writing these
tweets is probably on the ground in Somalia ané&dda member of al-Shabaab.

Within two days of joining Twitter, al-Shabaab aggd with Major Chirchir

directly. On December™ Major Chirchir had a series of tweets regardimgyultimate

393 Lundry
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goals of the KDF mission. He said there would bénarease in troops in order to
achieve the ultimate goal of a “secure, stable@ndperous Somalia, at peace with its
neighbors.” Al-Shabaab responded with taunts sacfrar too lofty an objective don't
you think? Specially from men more accustomed llaging &extortion,” and “50,000
Ethiopian troops couldn’t pacify Somalia; you thiakew disillusioned & disinclined
Kenyan boys are up to the task?” And “Assets arghless without men; your
inexperienced boys flee from confrontation & flinichthe face of death.” Clearly this
salvo of tweets was intended to undermine andtleelite KDF. This illustrates al-
Shabaab’s fourth use of Twitter: ridicule. Ridicblecomes important especially for
those facing a stronger, better equipped oppofiéAl-Shabaab is not as strong
militarily as the Kenyan Defense Forces, so instbag try to defeat the KDF in the
public arena. The KDF are boys not men. They aveactds. They are less capable than
the Ethiopians, and even they failed at the taséoMChirchir had a somewhat feckless
response to al-Shabaab and simply asked themrensiar. It appears as if he was not
prepared to deal with al-Shabaab in such a publionf.

While al-Shabaab may not be as strong militarilgeems to be beating the KDF
in the Twitter War. Major Chirchir, in a clear atipt to portray al-Shabaab negatively,
posted pictures on January 11, 2012 purportingtofla man being stoned to death by
members of al-Shabaab. He claimed the man was waikenho was killed for

disagreeing with al-Shabaab early that week irtdia of Kismayo and that two others

304 Goodall Jr H.L., Pauline Hope Cheong, Kristin t#ier, and Steven R. Corman. “Rhetorical Charms:
The promise and pitfalls of humor and ridicule taategies to counter extremist narrative®grspective on
Terrorism Vol. 6 Issues 1. 2012.
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were likely to be killed that Friday. A few houegér, it was revealed by an independent
journalist that the man in question, Mohamed Abukeahim, was Somali and was
killed in 2009 by a different Islamist group, Hizbslam, for adultery. Hizbul Islam has
subsequently merged with al-Shabaab. The photos @agy to identify as they had won
second place in the World Press Photo contesti0.20

Once the photos were revealed to have been fr@8, 205MPress jumped on
Major Chirchir. “@MajorEChirchir #KDF incompetent@&nscends all possible limits
this time & highlights amount of lies dispensedider to hide the truth” and “They
seem unsophisticated even in their propaganda egmpasimple Google search would
have saved them such an embarrassment.” Al-Shabaalposted links to two different
news stories with photos verifying that the incidienquestion was from 2009 and did
not involve al-Shabaab. They capitalized on Majbir€hir’'s actions by referring to his
“half-witted Twitter Psyops” and calling him “Majd?inocchio.”

Chirchir for his part did admit that posting theopo was a mistake (whether he
know the photo was from 2009 or not is unclear)dtaod by his statement that a man
was executed by al-Shabaab in Kismayo earlientleak. He also maintained that the
execution of two more people that Friday was kkiély to occur. By January 12,
HSMPress had moved on and were back to tweetingt @&vents on the ground. Major
Chirchir, however, had to do damage control viatierifor a few days as other Twitter
users were jumping on him for such a blatant usgr@faganda. By the T4e was back

to tweeting about KDF successes.
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This incident was fantastic for al-Shabaab. Thegald stoning that was intended
to emphasize al-Shabaab’s cruelty instead place& D+ on the defensive. Major
Chirchir's and the KDF’s use of such transparenppganda made them looked
incompetent. While al-Shabaab could apparentlyesist some name calling, its most
effective strategy was to sit back and let oth@ptedo its fighting. A number of Twitter
users called out Major Chirchir for attempting &xdive the public.

Al-Shabaab took a lesson from this incident: parhaking yourself look good is
making your enemy look bad. Staring Januar¥), st a few days after the photo
incident, HSMPress began to tweet about civiliamsedities. They mentioned five
children who were killed when a KDF shell hit theome, another incident resulting in
civilians being taken to a hospital, and anotherceoning refugees killed in a camp. All
of which were blamed on the KDF. The tweets weotula and lacked hyperbole,
indicating that the best method of damaging the IsDiRage is to take a more somber
approach.

Recruitment

Recruitment by al-Shabaab occurs on two frontstRinere is the recruitment of
Somalis in Somalia. Here there is a more handsgproach with Somalis on the ground
approaching other Somalis. Second, is the recruitmmieforeign fighters. This often
happens through online means.

Al-Shabaab’s first significant increase in recruwgtmh came with the Ethiopian
invasion of 2006. Given the animosity between the ¢ountries, it was easy for al-

Shabaab to gather recruits using an anti-Ethiogisasage. Even though the ICU was an
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Islamist group, it exerted a somewhat restrainiriigénce on its militant wing”® With
the invasion by Ethiopia, a military powerhouséha region, the ICU needed a strong
fighting force to respond. With most of the ICU’dlitary leadership defeated, Al-
Shabaab was let loose and given free rein to flghEthiopian military. Al-Shabaab
became a much more militant and ideologically srigroup than its ICU predecessor.
The impact the war with Ethiopia had on recruitmearinot be stressed enough.
According to Ken Menkhaus, the result of the wathviithiopia was that “many if not
most Somalis were radically angry--that is, predsgal emotionally toward extreme
interpretations of events and extreme proposedregs--without those sentiments
necessarily be linked to a radically ideolod$?’Ethiopia and its backer the U.S. were
given the bulk of the blame for the war, not th&JI@r al-Shabaab. Along with the ever
existent anti-Ethiopian sentiment, there was naywoaving anti-American sentiment.
Some Somalis believed that the U.S. was using thefian invasion as a continuation
of the invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq. The W&s seen as having an inherently anti-
Islamic agenda, and Somalia was simply the nexit frothe larger war on Islam. What
emerged in Somalia according to Menkhaus was a ic@tibn of “nationalist, Islamist,
anti-Ethiopian, anti-American, anti-Western, amtiigner sentiments®’ Al-Shabaab
was able to appeal to Somalis on a nationalistielJe religious level, and an anti-
Imperialist level. Even Somalis who did not shdr8laabaab’s Islamist disposition felt

the use of violence against Ethiopia was justiffeat. the Islamists, this was defensive

305 |slamists half-ready for holy war. The Economist. 12 2006.
http://www.economist.com/node/80311R&trieved 2/24/12.
308 Ken Menkhaus, “Violent Islamic Extremism: Al-ShaleRecruitment in America,” testimony before
gt(')l?e Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Gowvemtal Affairs, March 11, 2009. P.4.

Ibid. P.4.
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jihad; for everyone else it was a liberation movetnEgither way al-Shabaab became the
embodiment of both points of view.

From 2006-2008, this was al-Shabaab’s primary mearecruitment. It was
Somali based and first and foremost was directathagthe Ethiopians. The war with
the Ethiopians officially ended in January, 200, thhe Ethiopians have maintained a
presence on the Somali side of the Somalia-Ethiopider ever since. There are still
ongoing battles between the two, but Ethiopia seerbe using the areas of Somalia that
it controls as more of a buffer zone and is narested in a takeover of Somalia.

With the rallying cry of an Ethiopian invasion ramber valid, al-Shabaab needed
a new means of recruitment. It was at this poiat ithbecame more of a presence on the
Internet and took a larger interest in foreign u@onent.

One of the first and most significant foreign teéts was Omar Hammami, also
known as Abu Mansoor al-Amriki. Raised in AlabarmbAmriki is the son of a Syrian
born father and an American mother. Al-Amriki beeaanMuslim in high school, and by
the time he got to college he held fairly consaweateligious views. In 2002 he moved
to Canada and married a Somali-Canadian womann#i@ia wife moved to Egypt in
2005, and in 2006 he moved to Somalia and joine€thabaab without telling his
family.3%®
Al-Amriki represents a shift in al-Shabaab’s reting activities. It does not
appear as if al-Amriki himself was actively receditto join al-Shabaab. Rather he saw
Somalia as a new front in the global jihad and ehoshe a part of it. The presence of a

young American, fluent in English opened the deambre direct foreign recruiting

398 Christof Putzel. American Jihadi. Vanguard Vidé€d@.
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activities. Al-Amriki made videos in English andagkd hip-hop music over them in an
obvious attempt to appeal to young Western men.

Simultaneously, al-Shabaab was also recruitingratbn-Western and non-
Somali personnel. Al-Shabaab made a video entiféd our Service, oh Osama” in
which al-Shabaab pledged itself to Osama bin Lasehal-Qaeda. The goal was to
recruit members of al-Qaeda or al-Qaeda sympathitavas successful to the point that
43 out of the 85-member executive council of Al-Bdeb became foreignet®. This has
caused issues within Somalia, which will be addréss the next chapter.

Many of these foreign fighters also made videogligh, Arabic, Urdu, and
Somali. This is an indication that the recruitmenve has shifted from local to global. It
also illustrates a difference between al-ShabadHttanlslamic Courts Union, as the ICU
would frequently turn away foreign fightet¥.

The most well-known case of foreign recruitmennes from Minneapolis,
Minnesota. Over twenty young Somali-Americans figimnesota have travelled to
Somalia and joined al-Shabaab. Some, such as 27ige&arah Mohamad Beledi,
became suicide bombets.Many of the recruits were recruited from the AbkeraAs-
Siddique Islamic Center in Minneapolis. A custodidb-year-old Mahamud Said Omar,

was charged with providing material support toreotist organization for his role in the

39 David Shinn. “Al-Shabaab tries to take controSiomalia” Foreign Policy Research Institute November
2010.http://www.fpri.org/enotes/201011.shinn.somalia.imote8Last accessed 3/12/12.

¥1%Taarnby, pg. 49.

311 Al Shabaab’s American Recruits. Anti-Defamatioragae http://www.adl.org/NR/exeres/DOE7DF5A-
46A1-47F9-8252-784E6AFBB52C,DB7611A2-02CD-43AF-8BUPE26813571 ,frameless.htrast
accessed 3/12/12.
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recruitment of these young men. In total, 14 indiinls have been charged in the
recruitment of the Somali méfy

The Somali-American recruits had different motigas for going to Somalia.
Some seem to have been caught between two wortbsreble to fit into American
society. For others, their Somali nationalism addeaturous spirits were played .
While the recruits came from the mosque, the appaalnot solely religious but based in
religion and national pride. Recruits were toldt timeir duty as Muslims was to wage
jihad, but they also told they would be fightindiBipians who had invaded Somaita.
This was an appeal on two fronts--religious andomatistic. The recruits were told not
to tell their parents or mosque leaders, indicatirag the leadership was not aware of the
recruitment going on within the mosque. Once in 8lamthey were sent to training
camps, made to listen to radical sermons, andegdwould end up in prison if they
returned to America. The recruits were also useécéruitment videos in which they
encouraged others to join them. These videos wehgtad by others, and the recruits
were told what to say/®

This recruitment effort was less online and moredtiperson-to-person contact.
Only later was justification for their actions ctwed in religious language. Additionally,
these recruits managed to stay in contact witimfiseback home in part to facilitate

recruitment based on personal relationships.

312 Terror Charges Unsealed in Minnesota Against Higfendants, Justice Department Announces.
http://www.fbi.gov/minneapolis/press-releases/26@2112309.htnt.ast Accessed 3/12/12.
¥3Taarnby, 58.

314«Testimony in Terror Trial details how MinnesotarBalis ended up in pipeline to al-Shabab.”
Associated Press. Oct. 12. 2012. http://www.foxnears/us/2012/10/12/testimony-in-terror-trial-desail
how-minnesota-somalis-ended-up-in-pipeline-to/
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Conclusion

It is clear that recruitment to al-Shabaab hasecémom a variety of sources. Early
in its incarnation, al-Shabaab was focused on mnfith Ethiopia and recruited
Somalis on the ground based on nationalist interést al-Shabaab became more linked
to al-Qaeda and the idea of global jihad, it betgarecruit on a global level. Recruitment
occurred both in person and by use of an impressiliae media campaign utilizing
jihadist websites, message boards, blogs, and &witt

The use of social media is interesting in the Soocwatext. On the one hand, al-
Shabaab continues the tradition of Somali Islanfiging a nationalist movement
focused solely on Somalia. However, the increagergign involvement in al-Shabaab
has led to a corruption of its nationalist mess&gene al-Shabaab statements of late read
more like al-Qaeda statements about global jihmaddition to the shift in messaging
that has come with the foreign involvement, thése &as been an increase in the
sophistication of messaging techniques. Al-Qaedddray been at the forefront of using
technology for messaging (relatively high videodarction quality, multiple websites
and chat rooms, the slick design of the Englisiyl@ge magazine “Inspire,” and so on).
Al-Qaeda’s savvy media arm has rubbed off on alb&hh as evidenced by the videos of
Abu Mansoor al-Amriki and the use of Twitter.

This is also simply a product of the time in whigh live. Islamism is not
backwards or regressive, and al-Shabaab has endbraoey aspects of modernity. If it
wants to create a state based on Islam, it wileltavdo so in a twenty-first century

world. And embracing social media and new technpie@ way to facilitate that desire.
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Chapter 9
THE FUTURE OF SOMALI ISLAMISM
“The gored state sustain®*®

Somalia is shifting its government yet again. Tleddral Government of Somalia
was established August®20012. This is the first non-transitional govermmia over
twenty years. Over the past one hundred years, lBohes existed as a colonial state,
protectorate, independent democracy, socialisatticthip, failed/unorthodox state. Parts
of the country have been under Islamist controld Aow it has become a federal
parliamentary republic. Islamists have played a,rptimarily as opposition, in each of
these different political periods, and there ig@ason to think that will not continue. Al-
Shabaab, while weakened, still exists as do o#tamiist militias. Whatever label one
chooses to give it, Somalia has been a chaoticamwient since before the fall of the
dictatorship in 1991. The Transitional National @oment was a failure, and the
Transitional Federal Government, while more sudoéizan the TNG, still failed to live
up to its mandate. The last few years of the TF@wpent on fighting a war and not on
governing, building the infrastructure, or creatumgty among the disparate Somali
groups. Given this recent history, it is understdoid that a lack of confidence in the new
government exists.

The two fundamental questions that confront Sartalilay are (1) what type of
state do they want to have and (2) what role widirhists play in that Somalia? If you

strip the idea of state down to its most basicllevstate is the coming together of

318 william Shakespeare. “King Lear. Act 5 Scene 3eniKand Edgar are told they will reign over a
wounded kingdom.
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different interests for mutual benefit. What Sormdilas had until recently was no sense
of a national state. There was no unified militany,unified education system, no unified
economic system, and large parts of the countryngitand and Puntland) have
attempted to secede from Somalia. There has baerdamental lack of unity among
Somalis. And yet, there has not been a rejectidgheSomali identity. Somali unity has
been best seen in opposition to foreign interfezeibis is the contradiction of Somalia--
there has been a rejection of national unity anfdmgalis and, therefore, a rejection of a
Somali state, and yet Somalis have retained a sdmsgional identity. There may be a
theoretical desire for a Somali nation-state, liugféorts to form one for the past twenty
years have been met with resistance from the autsid corruption from the inside. The
forming of an outright unified national governménalmost certainly doomed to fail.
Past experience with the TNG and TFG in Somaliavdivat. If the new government is
to succeed where its predecessors failed, it mastynthe practical usefulness of a
nation-state with the independence of smaller wifiSomali society.

The new federal government must work with the senalhits of Somali society
such as local and/or traditional governments. Tdyetd-day responsibility for
governance must be local. Many watchers of Sonaaéiainable to see the forest for the
trees. They see the failures of the various fedgrabrnments and assume that Somalia
as a nation has failed. But the focus should bthertraditional and regional
governments that have been, at least partiallycessful even while the federal

government was in a shambles.
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The one thing that is in Somalia’s favor is itagirce of what Ken Menkhaus
calls informal governanc&’ While Menkhaus does not argue that this form of
governance should be the model Somalia adoptsyifioarmal sense (instead he is just
describing what has been going on informally atitieal level), a case could be made to
do just that. In Somalia, the practice of xeerasxmonplace and often preferable to a
non-customary legal code. But xeer has not beesgrezed by any of the formal federal
governments up until the recent 2012 Federal Répuhlthe 2012 constitution, there is
one mention of “customary lai*® and one mention of “traditional law*® The
constitution states that members of the federakgowent and members of the various
state governments must meet to discuss a varigsgoés, including the “protection and
development of traditional law’? From this it appears as if the federal governnient
making an effort to formalize what had been inforjadicial practices. The constitution
also makes eight references to sharia and recagttiaéboth customary law and sharia
exist and should be compatible with the Constitutidow they will deal with conflicts
between the Constitution and either of these in&iaws remains to be seen, but the
very fact the topic is being discussed upfront tirad an effort is being made to
incorporate them together is a positive step.

This use of informal governance is one possibth fix Somalia’s future. Rather

than have a strong central government, the powdddme vested in smaller regional or

317 Ken Menkhaus. “Somalia’s 20 Year Experiment in HgtGGovernance.” Al-Shahid Network. Aug. 12,
2012.http://english.alshahid.net/archives/30841 Laseased Nov. 1,62012.
%8 The Federal Republic of Somalia: Provisional Cituson. Article 40.
http://www.somaliweyn.com/pages/news/Aug_12/Som&ianstitution English_ FOR_WEB.pdf
319 The Federal Republic of Somalia: Provisional Cituson. Article 52.
tagp:llwww.somaliweyn.com/paqes/news/Auq 12/Somélianstitution English_ FOR_WEB.pdf

Ibid.
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local governments. The central government couldleaissues of international law and
trade, for example, and the local governments cbatdlle everything else. This would
allow for varying degrees of clan control, xeersharia, depending on the wishes of the
local populace. Uniquely Somali characteristicshsag xeer and clans can be
incorporated into regional and local governmentese member-states may not look like
the states of the United States or the republitke@Russian Federation, but the system
would allow for a national government to conducsiness with other countries on an
international level while still preserving the unaness of Somalia on a local level.
Another potential way to move Somalia out of iisrent chaotic existence is
what Menkhaus calls the mediated state model. iShgsnilar to the informal governance
model. In the mediated state, the central governmeist be cognizant of its limitations
and dole out power to non-state actors such as,dban also to NGOs, charities, aid
organizations, and even some Islamist militias. Maén value of this model is that it
buys the central government time. It is clear thatnew Federal Government is very
weak. That is not surprising as it took over frowmeay weak Transitional Federal
Government. Nevertheless, people in Somalia amigeimnternational community expect
to see progress and results from the new governmbatFederal Government does not
have the resources, organization, influence, opoaer to get big things done
immediately. NGOs and aid groups do have the orgdion to complete very specific
tasks. If these groups work in Somalia on spedifit,critically important, tasks such as

providing healthcare or improving the roads, thddfal Government could gain the time
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and freedom it needs to build up the organizaticaghbilities that would allow it to take
over these functions in the future.

This mediated state model in some ways contraBiatebisa Moyo’s view of
limited aid to Africa. In this case, targeted aighrking in conjunction with the Federal
Government, would allow the government to strengiteelf while simultaneously
providing much-needed assistance to the Somalilpe@mce the government has
acquired the necessary organization and legitintatlye eyes of the Somali populace,
the aid organizations could reduce their footpamigl the Federal Government could take
over. In this way the Federal Government would beethe primary government in
Somalia in keeping with the standard, Westphaliga iof the nation-state. If you are of
the view that the nation-state is the actor bestduo take care of the needs of a given
people, then this is the best path forward for S@na

But it does not address what seems to be therprefe for a locally based
government among the people of Somalia. It mallstihecessary for the local
governments to be the dominant form of governmiéttis is the preferred role of
government in Somalia, then not much of the ab@sedption changes. NGOs and aid
organizations could still work with federal andd&bgovernments to provide immediate
assistance while formal governments are organikleese governments can decide how
much emphasis xeer or sharia will have on theicifipgegions. The constitution itself
acknowledges both xeer and sharia as legitimatd teditions in Somalia. This
provides an opening for local governments to crése own system of law and seems

to indicate that there will not be much in the vediyrederal Government interference.
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All of this assumes that everything goes smoadinig powerful people put the
needs of fellow Somalis above personal politicabaion. But there is another threat to
achieving a less chaotically dystopian Somalianssm. Even if the Federal
Government can get clan leaders and business tetmdeome to an agreement on the
future of Somalia, get them to agree on a unifiath jorward--whether it be the informal
governance model, the mediated state model, ortbamgeelse entirely--Islamists could
still be disruptive and even pose violent oppositio such a plan. Given Somalia’s
recent and ongoing history with violent Islamistrernists, this fear is not beyond the
realm of possibility. There is reason for hope, beer. First, as has been mentioned
earlier, al-Shabaab, the dominant Islamist grougpéregion, has been dealt some very
significant blows. It has lost virtually all towasd regions that it once controlled due to
the combined presence of the African Union troaps the Ethiopian and Kenyan
militaries. Second, there is an enthusiasm fonehe government. By the time the TFG
mandate was over, it was clear that it was atdresteffectual organization and at worse
a corrupt one. The negative feelings regardingrth@ and the presidency of Sharif
Sheikh Ahmed has translated into positive feelmgsut the Federal Government and
President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud. How long thosd temlings will last remains to be
seen. However, if the Federal Government can gebtt with NGOs and provide some
immediate assistance to people while simultaneomshking with the Kenyan,
Ethiopian, and AU militaries to continue the pusitlbagainst al-Shabaab, then it should
continue to engender a positive response from dipellpce. If Somalis feel that the

government is effective, they will support it. Rdesit Mohamud has his work cut out for
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him though. When he took office, the Somali miltaiad not been paid in five months
and had not received food rations in thige&sovernment workers had not been paid in
four months, and there was no money in the countrgasury.

It is encouraging that the transfer of power frAhmed to Mohamud was, more
or less, a peaceful one. Prior to the electionetinere rumors of bribes being paid on
Ahmed’s behalf. But even if those rumors were ttbey were unsuccessful bribes, and
Ahmed did not contest the election results. I1i$® arue that there was an attempted
assassination against Mohamud after his electatrnthiis was made by al-Shabaab not by
Ahmed’s supporters.

The possibility exists that instead of being ailgpplslamists could be a check on
the government. With the exception of the six memhislamic Courts Union rule,
Somali Islamists have acted as a resistance fgaest an incumbent government, not
as the government itself. Something similar co@dgen now. The threat of a resurgent
Islamism could be enough to force the governmeatitmpt some elements of sharia.

The role of al-Shabaab in the future of Somaliealy a critical one. Al-Shabaab
has fallen victim to the same pattern that previslanist groups have: they had initial
successes, extensive successes in al-Shabaah'®ob8en overreached. Al-Shabaab
pushed the non-Islamist Somalis to a point thatuvesceptable, and it presented a
threat to neighboring countries, drawing them aaflict. While this did not spell the
end for al-Shabaab, it certainly hurt it considéra®ne way al-Shabaab could

reestablish some semblance of influence is to witk the new Federal Government in

321 Malkhadir M. Muhumed “Why President believes ha pall Somalia back on track.” Standard Digital
News Dec. 28, 201 Attp://www.standardmedia.co.ke/?article D=20000 ZBdtory title=Kenya-Why-
President-believes-he-can-pull-Somalia-back-onkttaast accessed 1/4/13.
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trying to get some of its ideology in place as®#i law. That seems unlikely, however.
The foreign members of al-Shabaab have a top-deewm ef Islamism, one in which the
goal is to take over a country and enforce Islamitgt on the citizenry. Working with a
non-Islamist government to gradually influence ldrger society is not the preferred
method. Nevertheless, if the Somalia leaders &halbaab can distance themselves from
the foreign influence, this remains at least a jpigy. Otherwise, al-Shabaab will
continue to find itself at odds with the FederaM&mment and its more powerful allies.
One complication is trying to determine who remarmmitted Islamist and
who does not. As has been mentioned in previousterss many of the regular al-
Shabaab fighters are hired guns or people wholsgeadaab as a means to an end but
who are not hardline believers. Once defeatedethehlviduals typically leave al-
Shabaab and join another militia or attempt to mesa normal life. A few of members
have traveled north to Puntland and attemptedki® eaer towns, but those efforts have
more often than not met with deféat.Local militias and counter-insurgency forces have
been effective at preventing the spread of al-Shlalr@o Puntland. As al-Shabaab
continues to lose battles, most of its less-conaalithembers drift away. This leaves only
the most committed members of al-Shabaab intaigt aliso true that many of the upper
echelon of al-Shabaab members are not Somali beigfters who have travelled to
Somalia to fight. It is this element of al-Shab#adit may prove the most difficult to

defeat. They have no other reason to be in Sorotiier than to fight, and, unless they

322 strategy Page. “What to do with unemployed testeri Nov. 27, 2012.
http://www.strategypage.com/qnd/somalia/article$2101 27 .aspx
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are prepared to give up and return to wherever ¢heye from, it is unlikely they will
cease hostilities.
Post-Islamist Somalia

A post-Islamist society is not necessarily a sacsbciety. Olivier Roy describes
post-Islamist societies as those in which religaod politics exist autonomously and
there is a “precedence of politics over religiéft Asef Bayat gives a similar definition.
“Post-Islamism is not anti-Islamic or secular; a&plslamist movement dearly upholds
religion but also highlights citizens’ rights. B@res to a pious society within a
democratic state®® It appears as if the new Somali government isrgiting to move
the country in that direction. By not attemptinge&tablish a secular state and by
incorporating elements of Islam into the constitatihe new government is enshrining
Islam into Somali political life. This is a versiaf Jose Casanova’s deprivatization
theory. Somalia is not going to be a nation builieguality of religions; Islam is
prominent and dominant. But it is not going to bdsamic state along the lines of Iran
or Saudi Arabia either. The political realm is aludar one, but one that respects and
reveres Islam and has a duty to protect and ddfenthith.

There are examples of post-Islamist political ipartvho have won elections in
other countries and in some cases become theipgrtwer. Egypt'Hizb al-Wasator
Center Party, and MoroccoParti de la justice et du developpem@ndD), or Justice and

Development Party, are both Islamist parties tlaaehwon representation in their

32 Olivier Roy. Globalized Islam: The Search for a New Umm@tew York: Columbia University Press,
2004). P. 4.

324 psef Bayat. “The Post-Islamist Revolutions: Wi Revolts in the Arab World Mean.” Foreign
Affairs Online. April 26, 2011. http://www.foreigffairs.com/articles/67812/asef-bayat/the-post-istm
revolutions?page=show#
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respective governments. Turkeysdalet ve Kalkinma PartiguDP), or Justice and
Development Party, has been the ruling party ih¢bantry since 2002. All these are
Islamist parties that seek to work within the deratic system. In Somalia, the situation
is more complex. Each of the above parties canoegaovernment in much more stable
environments (Hizb al-Wasat entered parliamenhé&wake of the Arab Spring, but
post-revolutionary Egypt was still a more stabteation than Somalia.). Democratic
elections were not unusual in these countries (Elggg only the illusion of democracy
during Hosni Mubarak'’s rule, but theoretically Eg¥yas a history of elections) whereas
a legitimate democratic election in Somalia hadauzurred since the 1960s. The
presidential election in Somalia was an indireetgbn by the members of parliament
who themselves were sent to parliament by clarrelaled had to be approved by
technical selection committee. New members of gandint had to “have a high school
diploma and be free of ties to warlords or linkatmcities committed during the
country’s civil war.®?®> So while the election was seen as a positivefstepomalia, the
government can still not claim to be legitimatelgoted by the people, something these
other Islamist parties can claim.

Additionally, the Islamist parties in power in EgyMorocco, Turkey, as well as
the Ennadha Party (Resistance Party) in Tunisialhoonsidered moderate Islamist
parties. Neither Al-Shabaab nor Hizbul Islam, boftkvhich are militant, not moderate,

has shown any interest in engaging in the demacpaticess in Somalia. That leaves the

825 «gomali swears in historic new parliament.” Al-daza Aug. 23, 2012
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2012/08/20 BB 718864689.html
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Alliance for the Re-liberation of Somalia, the picl party of former TFG President
Sharif Sheikh Ahmed, as the most significant IsiEmolitical party in the country.

The ideal situation for the government is as fooWwirst, continue to weaken al-
Shabaab. It has lost all of its strongholds biitestists as a fighting force. It would be a
mistake to get too overconfident about al-Shabaaéfeat. The Islamic Courts Union
was dominant and then collapsed, leading to theimtimoe of al-Shabaab. There is no
reason to assume that a successor to al-Shabaab at&@habaab 2.0, could not emerge
and wreak havoc just as the new government isminaction. The government seems
to be taking steps to prevent a resurgent al-Shalwpaffering Shabaab fighters
amnesty*?® This should be especially effective in getting line-level al-Shabaab fighter
to abandon it. It will not matter that this willVelimited effect on the leadership if it has
fewer and fewer fighters. Second, the governmerst siwengthen itself and gain
legitimacy among the people. The current presiddassan Sheik Mohamud, has ties to
al-Islah Movement. A group profiled earlier in thv®rk, al-Islah, is often seen as elitist
and not representative of the common Somali. Tégaitation coupled with the relative
weakness of the government means they have thelr eub out for themselves. They
need to take as much help as they can from NGOstled governments. This will
enable the Somali government to begin the procesbailding infrastructure and the
bureaucracy necessary to run a country. Some Isiamiay also have to be given a seat
at the table. Ideally this could appease some istarmm Somalia. Lastly, the government

leaders must begin to plan for a general elecéionelection could be twelve, eighteen,

3% Somalia Grants al-Shabaab Amnesty. Press TV. 8Q012.
http://presstv.com/detail/2012/12/30/280800/somgtents-alshabaab-amnesty/ last accessed 1/10/13.
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or even twenty-four months down the line, but thenpise of a general election needs to
be made a reality. The government can establisti@heprocedures and begin to educate
the populace on how their specific election proaessld work. Rather than start with a
nationwide election, the first elections shoulddmml--starting at the city level. This
would allow for election officials to see what pati@l problems and issues may arise and
deal with them on a much smaller level.

Interestingly, one of the opponents of this newn8la could be the business
community. Since the fall of the Barre regime, blusiness community has had very little
oversight. There has been no regulation or taxatidyusiness to speak of. Presumably,
that is all going to change. Businesses are gairigive to pay taxes, deal with
regulations and safety laws and so on. From anfrasket standpoint, this might upset the
business class. But taxes and regulations areritee @f a safer and democratic society. It
would behoove the government to begin to work whth business leaders and
incorporate their needs and wants into the goventnie the past, business leaders have
worked with and helped to finance warlords, cladkrs, Islamist groups, and pirates.
There is a very real possibility they could finaricese groups in the future, thus making
life difficult for the new government. The governmi@eeds to convince the business
community that betting on it is the better investine
Beyond al-Shabaab

One of the most notorious acts of Islamist-baseatism was the twin embassy
attacks in Nairobi, Kenya and Dar es Salaam, Taazar1998. Kenya, however, has a

relatively small Muslim population, only about 11%he vast majority of the country,
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83%, is some form of Christian (predominantly Pstaat but with a significant number
of Catholics and Orthodox Christians as w&l)Despite the notoriety and success of the
Nairobi attack, Kenya has been relatively freestdirhist activity. The most direct impact
of Islamism on Kenya has been the recruitment ofi&@orefugees from camps in Kenya.
In 2012 a number of grenade attacks in Nairobe#ikeven people and injured scores
more3?® These attacks have been blamed on al-Shabaatygittal-Shabaab has not
claimed credit. This seems to be the extent ofr@b&ab activity in Kenya. However,
that could be changing. It is alleged that thetecks were made by Somalis living in
Kenya, not by native Kenyans. But there is a fadhe Kenyan government that
homegrown Islamists, who may be allied with al-Stedh) are beginning operations in
the country.

The Muslim Youth Center (MYC), started in 2008 luas not particularly active
until 2012, is led by Ahmad Imam Ali, a Kenyan wiad fought in Somalia alongside
al-Shabaab. Initially, the primary role of the MY{&s recruitment and gathering
financial support for al-Shabaab. Recently, howgetlher MYC has begun to create
religious tension between Kenya’s Muslim and Charspopulations. It utilizes Twitter

and a print magazinaJ)-Misbah(the lamp), which describes how innocent Muslimes a

3272009 Population and Housing Census Results. Cethpiy the Minister for State Planning, National
Development and Vision 2030. Aug. 31, 2010.
http://www.knbs.or.ke/docs/PresentationbyMinistePlanningrevised.pdfast accessed 1/10/13.
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being targeted by drone strikes and how the Kemyiitary are infidels**° This is done
to gain support among the wider Kenyan Muslim papah.

The Muslim Youth Center seems to have been inledrby Sheikh Aboud Rogo,
a Mombasa based cleric who had been vocal in suppal-ShabaaB*® After the fall of
the Barre regime, a significant number of saldéd Somalia to Kenya where they set up
Salafi institutions in the country. Many of theseresfunded by Saudi Arabfa One
such institution was the Kisauni Islamic Centexvédts here that Rogo was trained.

Rogo was arrested in connection with the bombinthefParadise Hotel in
Mombasa in 2002 in which an explosive-laden truakvd into the lobby of the hotel and
exploded, killing thirteen people. Rogo was arré$te his alleged involvement with the
attack but was released in 2005 due to lack ofemagd. Rogo was shot and killed on
August 27, 2012 by unknown gunme&nlt is widely believed that he was killed by the
Kenyan police. In the four months prior to his dedbur other Islamist extremists were
killed or disappeared in Kenya. Rogo’s death spghtiw® days of protests in Mombasa
leaving four dead and two churches loot&d.

While it does not appear as if Rogo had an offiée in the Muslim Youth

Center, he was clearly a chief ideological souoretie group. He would visit with MYC

329 Bosire Boniface. “Muslim Youth Center aims to deeeeligious strife in Kenya, analysts say.” Sabahi
Online. Aug. 22, 201%http://sabahionline.com/en_GB/articles/hoa/artifsgures/2012/08/22/feature-01
Last accessed 1/17/13.
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members, and copies of his videos were widely digseamong MYC membetd’ He
also had taken trips to Somalia to meet with altf@lah members and Ahmad Imam Ali,
MYC founder, was once a student of Rogo’s.

It appears as if the Kenyan government is atterggrprevent a surge in Islamist
extremist activities in Kenya by eliminating theg@aved threats prior to massive
violence taking place. Whether its approach igfjast the fear is well founded. Al-
Shabaab is coming closer and closer to defeatima8a. It is entirely conceivable that
al-Shabaab members will migrate south into Keny@gwoup. There is already a large
Somali population in Kenya, and if the MYC can ¢eea support mechanism there it will
be a very attractive option for al-Shabaab membgtisat does happen, it will mark a
shift in al-Shabaab. They will have gone from a Slwentric group, focused on
establishing an Islamist Somalia, to a regionabadboking to establish an Islamist East
Africa. The Somali and Kenyan governments, thedain Union, and all those who
supported them may have been successful in degeatiBhabaab in Somalia. But as was
the case when the defeat of the Islamic Courts gagdo a new force, so, too, the defeat

of al-Shabaab could unleash a new threat to tha HbAfrica.

334 UN report 1916 (2010). Pg. 141.
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