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This Independent Artist Agreement for a Performing Artist (the “Agreement”) is entered into this   (date)   day of   (month)  ,   (year)  , by and between __(opera company name)   (hereinafter known as “The Company”) and __(artist name)   (hereinafter known as the “Artist”) of   (city)   (hereinafter known as the “Artist’s Residence”).
A G R E E M E N T S
A.    The Company desires to engage the Artist to perform the role of   (role)   in the production of __(opera)   by   (composer)   (the “Role”) in   (language)  ; and
B.  The Artist desires to perform the Role in addition to the Artist’s other engagements.
In consideration of the mutual promises set forth below, the parties have entered into this Agreement.
1.  Term.  This Agreement shall be effective for the following engagement period __(start date)   to (end date)   (the “Engagement Period”).  Performance dates for the Role shall be as follows: (performance dates)   (the “Performance Dates”).  This Agreement may, however, be terminated by The Company pursuant to Section 11 hereof.
2.  Services.  The Artist will perform the role for the Performance Dates, will participate in rehearsals during the Engagement Period and will have the music for the Role as set forth in the edition specified by The Company memorized for the first music rehearsal.  The Artist also agrees to participate in promotional and/or fundraising activities on behalf of The Company during the Engagement Period.  Artist further agrees to the use of production photographs (and other imaging reproduction) for general promotional and/or fundraising purposes for The Company.
3.  Non-Exclusivity.  This engagement is non-exclusive provided, however, the Artist agrees to be fully available to The Company on an exclusive basis for the Engagement Period except for the following pre-contractual and agreed dates:   (dates of artist’s conflicts)  . The Artist agrees to remain in Chicago throughout the Engagement Period of this Agreement, unless released in advance in writing by The Company.  Any such release shall be at the sole discretion of The Company.
4.  Compensation.  In consideration for the Services provided by the Artist, The Company shall pay or provide to the Artist the following:
a)    (artist fee)   for   (number of performances)   performances for a total fee of   (artist fee)  .  The fee shall be payable pursuant to Exhibit A.
5.  Artist Liable for Other Costs.  No amounts other than those payable pursuant to Section 4 above will be payable by The Company to the Artist.  The Artist will be liable for all other expenses or amounts incurred by the Artist in the performance of this Agreement.
6.  Independent Artist.  The Company and the Artist agree that the Artist is an independent contractor and not an employee, agent, joint venturer, franchisee, or partner of The Company and nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as creating a fiduciary relationship or any other relationship between the Artist and The Company.  The Company will not be obligated by or have any liability under any agreements, representations or warranties made by the Artist.  The Artist will not participate in or be entitled to any benefits under The Company’s benefit programs now existing or hereafter created.
7.  Television, Videotaping, Audiotaping or Filming of Performances.  It is understood by both parties that any television, videotaping, audiotaping or filming of performances is prohibited by either party under this Agreement, except for archival purposes or where short segments (not to exceed three minutes in length) are used for educational, documentary or publicity purposes.
8.  Indemnification.  The Artist agrees to indemnify, defend, protect, reimburse and hold harmless The Company and its officers, directors, employees and agents (the “Indemnitees”) from, and with respect to, any claim, liability, action or cause of action asserted against the Indemnitees, or any of them, (including reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs) allegedly based upon, arising out of, or related to any act or failure to act on the part of the Artist.

9.  Information to be Supplied by the Artist.  The Artist agrees to provide The Company with the following materials with this signed Agreement:
a)  Current biography (to be edited by The Company for the program and other publicity purposes); and
b)  One 8” x 10” glossy black and white photograph (head & shoulders, not in costume); and
c)  Completed costume measurement form.
10.  IRS Reporting.  The Artist acknowledges that the Artist is an independent contractor and is solely responsible for reporting compensation to the appropriate governmental authorities, and further acknowledges his/her responsibility for all statutory payroll taxes, withholdings, social security, medicare, unemployment or other insurance and workers’ compensation.  The Artist agrees to comply with all laws, rules, regulations and ordinances applicable to the Artist.
11.  Termination.  The Company reserves the right to terminate this Agreement, without damages, in the event of a program change due to disaster, epidemic, national emergency, strike, acts of God or any other circumstances beyond The Company’s control; or for just cause including, but not limited to, insubordination, insobriety, illegal use of drugs, persistent inattention to duties, persistent absences or persistent lateness.  Should this Agreement be terminated for just cause, the Artist will be responsible for damages resulting from failure to fulfill the terms of this Agreement.
12.  No Assignment or Transfer of Agreement.  This is an agreement for personal services.  Artist may not assign or transfer this Agreement.
13.  Entire Agreement.  This Agreement encompasses the entire agreement of the parties and there are no other agreements or understandings, either written or oral.
14.  Modifications.  This Agreement may not be modified or amended except in writing and with the same degree of formality with which this Agreement has been executed.
15.  Governing Law.  The construction, interpretation, and performance of this Agreement and all transactions under it, will be governed by the laws of the State of Illinois.
In witness whereof, the parties have executed this Agreement as of the date first written above.
The Artist:


_________________________________________________________	____________________________________
Artist’s name (as it will appear in the program)			SSN/SIN/NI No.

		____________________________________
Artist’s signature		Date

	__________________________________________
Legal address to receive IRS forms

_________________________________________________________		____________________________________
Home phone number		e-mail address
The Company:


		____________________________________
For The Company		Date

Please return one copy of this Agreement, with requested materials, to:
  (opera company and address)  
No fees will be paid until the signed Agreement and requested materials are received.
For non-US Artists, in the event of the INS not issuing a work permit, this contract will be deemed invalid.
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