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ACT I: Evening. In a Hutsul cottage, deep in the mountain regions of Western
Uktaine, Mother serenades her baby with a lullaby about Father, who is off in
battle, defending the Ukrainian border. When she exits to gather strawberries

from the garden, her oldest three children, Oksana (age 8), Vlodko (age 9), and
Roman (age 11), begin to tease one another. Roman believes he is the wisest.
Viodko believes he is the most talented. Oksana expresses a desire to learn how
to dance, but the boys cut her short and belittle her, claiming that their talents are
superior. Mother returns and sends the boys into the forest to deliver strawberries
to their grandfather. Oksana asks to accompany them, but Mother makes her stay
behind. Disappointed and frustrated, Oksana begins fiddling with her brothers' toys
and reading their books--including a Ukrainian folktale about the terrifying Tsar Okh
who rules a vast forest kingdom and a comic story about a battle between beetles
and mosquitoes. Oksana drifts off to sleep while reading, and as she does, the
creatures in the story come to life around her. She rises and exits the house in
search of her brothers.

ACT lI: Nighttime. Roman and Vlodko have lost their way in the forest and are
becoming increasingly frightened by the noises and shadows. They bicker with
each other and cry out, "Oh, oh, oh," inadvertently summoning Tsar Okh, who
decides to teach them a lesson for invoking his name carelessly and not thinking
before they speak. To capture the boys, he gives them boots and a hat that are
enchanted with a spell. His servant lures the boys away to Okh's kingdom in the
clouds despite the efforts of the Wind, who tries to prevent the kidnapping. A few
moments later, Oksana enters the forest, anxious to find her brothers. She offers
the Wind her red shoes (so Wind can move about more easily) in exchange for
assistance, but the Wind doesn't know where the boys were taken. As the Wind
exits and Oksana weeps silently, the Stars appear. She offers the Stars ribbons
from her hair, and they guide her through the forest. As Oksana ascends towards
Okh's kingdom, she begs the Moon to show her the way in exchange for a lock of
hair to keep the Moon warm. The Moon accepts the braid of hair but is bound to
preserve its secrets. The Stars disappear and the Moon sleeps; Oksana is left
completely alone. In desperation, she cries out to the Sun, who appears in a blaze
of giory. Oksana has nothing left to give but her heart, which the Sun accepts.
The Sun leads her away towards King Okh.

ACT lll: Early Morning. The servants, courtiers, and forest creatures of Tsar
Okh's kingdom perform a stately dance before his throne. Okh gathers his
subjects and explains that the Sun seems to be missing (along with all light and
happiness). To everyone's joy, the Sun suddenly appears with Oksana. The Sun
pleads Oksana's case before King Okh, and he agrees to release Roman and
Vlodko in exchange for Oksana's heart. A servant returns the boys and removes
their gags. The brothers immediately begin singing and dancing recklessly. They
finally notice Oksana, but because she has sacrificed her heart, she can no longer
feel anything, and she rejects them coldly. Tsar Okh agrees to return Oksana's
heart to her distraught brothers if they can answer two riddles (anagrams for
"Ukraine" and "Tsar Okh"). The boys solve both riddles, and Okh hands them
Oksana's heart, which they immediately return to her. She revives, and the siblings
embrace. Tsar Okh is quick to explain, however, that there is a catch: In exchange
for her heart and her brothers' freedom, Oksana must now remain with Tsar Okh
forever. The boys throw themselves at Okh's feet and offer themselves as captives
in place of their sister. The Sun witnesses this noble gesture and appears again to
break Okh's spell and release all three children. She guides them home where
they embrace their mother and each other as the whole forest rejoices.






