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Light Rail Transit Options

tragine riding a train to and feomn worls or
taveling around parts of the Valley for shopping
o other letmare activities! The Major Investrnent
Study (MIE) of the Central PhoerinFast Valley
Chaticon peroposes light il transit (LET) fora
gevified corridor starting in Phosnir and oy
thremeh parts of Ternpe and iesa.
An IS 1= an iitial step mandated by the Federal
Covetrnent to male a project elighle for federal
fundiryg. The techrims] analysiz, alonyg wath ingoat fron
stakehold ers and the pablie
basz resulted in the followming
teoetnnetida o

® [rnpletnent a regional light
tail transit (LET) aoesides
Lirdang Phosnie, Ternge,
and Iiesa
® LET iz an electricrail
tertninology operating
pritnaryat shreet lewel, Tt
allonaz 2 highet passerypes
empacdty, and facter cpeed
than buses on local sreats
® The LET s=gtent (13
and Ternpe and conld
b gin setee as early as
2003 1f funding is secared
® Expand local s setvice
within the Cantral
PhoenigFa st Yalley
Crtridot to drnpeove all-day teawsl
® Forpand and tectgandze peal pariod amprecs bz tmwel
atd supporbing parke-and-side lots nsing ersting and
planted marpoo] lanes on freswmys wthin the corridor
® Pronsde access to Sloy Harbor Internatiomal Adrpest
ernploer and passenger destinations wa frequent
shattle tuzes fromn two nearhy LET stations
® Provide interiin aocess o emploprnent aveas along
Mearth Central Avernae and dorsentones Phosn: wa
shattle uses, Combtinne to stady a potential LET

extension to serve ermplognent along Central Avenus
1o Catnelback Boad

A lght rail trangt (L RT) example that
operates in Porland, Cregon

® Pronsde cavenlation wathan donsentonsen Ternpe via
expanded FLATH buses, linleing FLASH to the
LET comeidor

® hvestigate the long-term feasibility of corornuter rail
weitg exdsting tailtoad trades in this corpdor o serwe
peak petiod tavel-demand and ety a regonal
fanding sontee

8 Comstincd an expeess bus station o F10at Canteal
Lopetige o linde enpeecs bus passenpsrs vath LET to
the East Yalley

® Comstendt 3 transit
wetiter in dovmtorm Tetnpe
aonnecting FLASH, the
Fim Balado, LET sagrnent,
and feeder bus opests o

While the secmtrtnetdation
for Centtal Avenus, north of
Interstate 10, itnvcdudes 2
shuttle bus cotechion to the
LET coridon, farther shady
and discussicns with the
ootttrandty alowg netth
Central Avenue continge,

It may result in a soodified
recoranend ation 1o itedude
LET north to Carmelbad:
Foad.

Federal funding 1= available
for the nesdt study phase for
the Chntral PhosvniyBast
alley Clopridor, which 1=
expected to corutnenes thas sarorner. This study phass
letioram as the prelivire ey ehodhessisg and

environ roental irnpact staternent (B13) | will continue o
toarrony donaen, LET-ronte optioms. Additional study vall
prorrdie snoms detailed inforrnation seeded to hetter
understand inpacts, opportinities, benefits and oosts
of the LET pregect. The study wall takee 20 months to
conplate. A decdsion whethesr thiz progedt shomld be
tunded and constracted wall lilely be made follovang
study cernpletion. l

For addfionalinformation about this dudy pleas call
the Tailey Conhestiohs Hotithe af 3541807 oF ohithe of
ez valle wrnetso. maricopa g whader " What's Meer "
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Improved Transit Underway

Corner

Az this year of setang as Chairrnan of the RFTA Eeard Fizcal Year 1908, This arnount wenald be
ootnes toa cose there 153 sense of mtisfackon over the experted to mrow over 3 five pear period.
oty thinges we've accornplished. While thess was

dimappeointinent wvath the defeat of transit proposls in

¥

® RPTA is actively supporcting local tcans it firnd ing
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New Park-and-Ride

Fhoenir and Soottsdale,
Neil G. Giuliano we have reached smile

Mayor of Tempe stotes in advanoing our

® The procvrement of
federal fund s for cail
and bus proposals has

initiatives. While roeasares i Fhostr and Seottadale
vate defeated, considetable sepport was garnered for
public: traredt foorn all sectors of the corirmianaty and

itnpeatant pobliedprivate partnerchipe wese created.

izttt i, otrenrthening lomg-rangs dannitg ootnes fromn the

EPTA has recendly taloen Bomtd's direction. EPTAS tansit plaraung role was

a foore achve role in etithatesd and the agerey ernbatloed on a lohyg fanps

prenoting transit at the phn to create capital danming goals into the

keal, regpional and st century,

th?l 121:;];:5 the @ ® RPTA is addressing regional Diala-Ride issves as a
: ! res wli of st year's anneal Board mireat The FPTA

derocstiate.

begana coneerted effort to provide regonal ooordi-
tiation by inubating a consultant studyand the
fortna o of 3 task foree to addesss peobletns.

® Pomoling public ansit at a g onal kevel began as

bean sweces sl
e z . RFTA accepted responsirility for regional transit
Thohgl dh agan e advocacy, Biferts inchude developing and implementing
presence in ashingbon,

[ C the EFTA has oblained appecsamataly 185

trallicsy for bz pasrchases and rmil developanent.

Charrently we are lobbying for an additional $42.4
trallic fromn Comgress.

Ve are seeking ste kegislation #or fransit find ing.
Last war, the EFTA bagan purening state funding fior
transit and the areation of a collaborative partiership
with ATWOT (HE2565). B passed thiz spring, over $3
trillice wAll be rnade available for transit statewsds in

at arobitions marleeting and cornroanaty outreach plan,

® RPTA has commitbed bo maintain agency firancial
viahility and fiscal respons hilitz

EFTA mnember agetsdes need to continge to work
topather az a regon to tudd on this sheong foandation
atd develop a strony transpostation netwotle theonghonat
the Yalley, [ would hle to sincersly thank the BFTA staff
and Board metnbers for thewr support, ded o ticm and
tmst to irnprove transit in onr region, Bl

Tha Draamy Draw Fark-and-Rida is

now in full oparation for bus ridars or

carpoolsfranpools aftar a2 grand opaning
cakbbradad tha Valky's naweast transt passanger facilty on Aorill T8 Oraamy Draw
sanvies axprass bus routes SO0 B0T 802, 872, and 852 and is the only faciity

tha ragion to offar 2 direct acceass ramp to &aa Routa 57,




Smart Cards

Add Value To
Paymg Fares

f1 Ifay 1005 Valley Metro becarmes the first

tansit spstern in the nation to offer passenpers

the chodoe of papng fares with Y I5A o

MasterCard. Today, the lure of even greater

motvetience and loeer operating costs i
taising interest in srart cards, an awtornated fare
mollechion spstern that goes bewnd the farnliar
trachetic: st technoloryin ceedit meds or Valley
Ietso's Bus Card Plus.

Btnart Cards get their narne frorn a ting todesoproos sao
taried withan the plaste matricof the card, Pass a
sroart card over a reading roechardsn, and the internal
chup can instantly calenlate fares, activate a passenger
arconnt, o petforin other transctions wathont
pequitity comitact with a maghebie readesr.

"Brnart Card technology wonld allowr us to proosss the
entire finatedal e nsction right on the bus " explains
Iile Mevmres, City of Phostiy Tranasit Opetaions
Ianages.
"The
rhellipent
fatictici
and
e
buadlt intes
the card
tnatoe it
petforin likee cash-an-hand . We don't have to wpload
fare chargpes fromn the farebon or rely on a credit card
dearinghonss."

Disteibution oosts and adimdndstrative overhead wonld
alan b reducsd by the long life of fnoet spnast oupds —
up to 10 years. Passengers conld purchase cards for §5
o 310 and add or sabtract value frovn their seoart card
a1 their com schiedule,

The corvsenistes of smart cards conld pat anet in the
deivet's zeat of an inpestant newe comaanes trend.
Sophishirated tansit smart card seearity fancticns
developed by Moterola hawe alveady athacted interest
frotn telephone cornpanies, comvetienos stores, and
fadt-food restanrants, Btoart card-bearing passengars
aenild safely chargs meals, phones calls and get cash
fron ATz with the mune level of secarity offered by
hanls debit casds.

Brnart Card fare peogrrarns have emetged as a dear
choiee for large transit systerns that need to
otvendently and acowrately process rualhons of cad
tansactions. As the technolory develops, an innovmtive
Walley Ifetso stnast card spstern comld sorneday brang
these benefits to Vallay bus passengar:. B

Recycling
Computers

Helps Clean
the Air

ot ernplo@Ees in metropolitan

FPhioatisr, stasting o expanding 2

telercrnnnatisg pecudmin just got 2

little sasier ot the balatws sheat.

Thatles to a new progam called
Project ADOPT (Arizera Denates Office Products
for Televwerk) rnore Valley workers will be malding
feraret cotntrate tripe. Covngm e, mach s Intel are
prowding fo longer needed, but umble, oorngnrter
equiptnent o help other orgardzations start wp ot
expand telecornrnating proriains.

Projedt ADOPT spomsored by Intel, RFTA,
StEUT (3tudents Befurbishing TTeed Tedhnology],
and ITAC [ Internaticnal Televerk Asscrdation
and Clenanedl) is seen as one of the mest inscnative
and ooopeta tive ways to help reducs erussons in
the Valley, Thiz dever provgmin sefurbiches
eotnpnitesr equptnent, taloen as a ta-dedurtible
demation frorn cotnpandes, and places it into the
hatds of new telecorntnatets in opder o reduss
aotirnate trape. Both the domator of equprnent
and recipient aornpany tnay also be able to realize
walnable teip reduction cradits for Iaticora
Crmity's Tep Feduction Progan,

Donated equiprnent goss directly to a refurbishing
farility, whess it 1= repadved if nececsary, and
prepared for piceup by a participating company.
Bitnple agreernents are sighed by bhoth the donator
and recipient ernplopetrs to ensure the tranmchon
15 wathont negative consequeance to sither party
Criteria haz been developed to encontm pe more
vade-spread telacornrnating; seduce teaffie
eeotreaticn and drnpeomse 2ir quality.

If oy ot gt dma w42 inderected i edthes
domating o tecetving the recpded cornpater
equiptnent call 262-T433 and ask for a Projedt
ADOPT representative. B

Fropect ADCOPT pohanks
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Valley Stands Apart on
Iransit Funding

fres theee atternpts to pronsde fosding for an epandad
tansit systern, the Valley aomtinnes to operate withoat
the type of dedimted funding of pesr cotrrnunities sach
as geattle, Dallaz and fan Duego, The Septernber 1007
failure of Proposition 1 in Phostuy by only 122 votes was
the third funditg-oppotrhundty ih nine pears, Coanty woters aleo sejerted the
atnhitionis ValTkans peopaosal a0 1085, and the 1004 half-rent freewmy and
tansit package lenovm as Propos ition 400,

While sotne funding has increased—the spocessfiul 15206 Ternpe vote fora
half-rent tranzit mles mar—the Yalley's regeomal funding problem has not
been zolved. In addition, the Valley has recently beootns the fastest grosng

Comparison of Peer Cities
Annual Operating Expenditure Per Capita
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Source: Federal Transit Administration 1995 Report

atea i the United Btates. Valley Meteo provides setvioe vathin an ares of
oy 27 frdlhom pecpls, wath 3 ppacercetehy GO0 000 pecyle livang wathin one ol
of a alley Metro bus ronte. Whils passenpes needs have iteveased| the Yalley
Ietro base fare tas not charged sinee 1005 The $1 25 fare i= dese to the
rational averags tace trancit fare of $1 10, Bamnise roest Valley IMetro passngers
are dependent on bie and dala-sde setacs for taneportatyon, Walley Metro has
it obestved an appeecable deop in sderchip ather fare increasee. Diespite
fandity: chortfalls, the Valley alen eornpates waall 1 the st aotoroct foeasise of
horar vl 3 syEtern athacts tanst custorners: passeheer boardings per rodle of
wrvice provided. Yalley hetro bus setmes awtaged 245 mResen pers per rodle
1007 ermnpared fo a natioral average of 200 B
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SovmoTramor

Pugel Sound RTA Second
Funding Effort A Succees

Aftera failed special franat election three vears
ago, officgls at the Puget Sound Regiomal Tran st
Authorty rewworked their transit pln and came up
with awinning solution. By November 1295,
woters in the central Puget Sound are had agreed
toa ten year, 53.9 billion mil and bus plan to
expand public tansporfation &eilties and
SEMFiCEs,

According to Meda Rektions Director Denmy
Fleenor, an importamt component of the new
plan was a focus on listening to the concerns

of local

municipalifies.

"W'hen we wanted ""

to take another We found that
run, we emtered a our e
ligtening mode," process really
he noted. "WWe gave people a
leamed that sense of
arallar ownership in
communities on the plan.
the east side of Rty
King County were

concemed that B

rearenues would be spert on lange Seattle mil
projects” With local concems in mind, panners
cregted five new xing district boundanes to
cregte "subarea equity' tat recognized the
primany nesds of @Ach Puget Sound community.

With the regional fransit pln approwed by woters
in 1296, Sounder commuter @il service beween
Tacoma and Seattle is scheduled to begin
opemtion in late 1220, W

Dezyie the dords and cool wesgther shaowt 120 hike naes of & ages meade the tnp fom Mamared T Hanee Pardk to the Cide Cemear
Flaza o enioy the Diamonabacks' fret game in the new Bank One Balipas [BO5) on Sumdsy, Mamh 20 “Bike o BOB™ was one of

My fciivities dunng the Clesn dir Campsion's Valley Bike Week, March 2840 4.
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Building Iransit Contidence in Mesa

he wity of Ivesm has watched with

mterest the different scemarios

Fhmeniy, Scottadale, and Ternpe

have experienced i gmindng poablic

appronal of tax dollars do fund
transit. e has charted itz oven ooise ina
dirertion that wall hegedally win poablic apgaonm ]
By prrooading snpeonsed arnenihies and oistorner
=roe, while forssing on edensie marketing,
e hopes to positively anpact the rmawed public
attitades on pablie transportatior.

"ife ' like to have more funding, 5o we are

challenged o provvde the wery best setwcs wath

vhat we have " @y Mem Tranat Comrdinator

Tirn Whight.

O schiedule for the aty's transporta tiom

departrnent 1z a $.300,000 reraodel to the Idesa

detiot Clenbet Transit Sation. Fanded by the

Federal Transit Adrodnistration and the City of Mesa,
the staticn wall prorvde roote shade, ssating, and
cotvetience. Also phaned i an arts shelter prog=am
tomdeled after the Tetnpe and Soottedale progects. When
motnpleted later thiz pear, fhis progam wll induds up o
thres fenae bz shelters designed by Anizoma arbists,

"ifle are wery exated abont this opportunaty to beauhiy
ot corntnandty and rale our shelters more attractowe "

sy Weight.

s also plans to be more proachve in peoading
tansit inforrnation. Cusrently, the only souatee of
riforrnation abont rontes and schedulas 1= 10 the Yalley
Ivetro bus hooloor by acressing it electrordeally theoagh
the Walley Idetro web page. Iem hopes to install
"Tide-a-Eides" in each bus shelter, which will he
partenlasly helpdul for the first tirne bus sder,

The waty also hepes to snpeore its mstorner setmos
thremeh an Awtornated Yehide Location Systetn,
whuch 1= 3 hugh tech satellite link that peordes the

M esa’s Senior Center
Transit Station

Covamrd benches will comfo iz bhy
accommodate nders waiting ©orthe bus,

exact locatiom of each bus traseling thecngh Iesa
Whth thiz technoloey installed into an additional 65
terional buses passengers will be atle to recsve bus
arrival inforrnation at key locations.

The Mem fetior Center Station project wall inddude
fistgh borhood nevzlatters to leep rendents indorned of
aotis i chion ismies while provding wlnatle inforrnation
ahont traret.

Fatthering suppont of fmnsit, Mesa has heen actie i
such artivities as the "Burmener Yonth Passport " the
"Fide Free Shopping Spres" peornotions for bus travel
o Buperctibicm Speitgs Center and Fiesta Mall and a
He-in wth spring tratning actiates at hes s Hoholam
stadinin. Ilesa's also mpporting nest pear's

"1000 Tiy Tranet Wealk"

By gaitrang public: sopport wath snpeoned armenities

and custorner servoe theongh inncvation, education
and marketing, IMem hopes to gain pablic endorssrnant
for additional transit funding, B

£k

Maé Are Very excifad about this opportunity fo beautily
QUF Community and make our shelfars more atfrachive.
S Wik

Me=a’s Senior Comter Transit Station
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Clean Air 2000

What eke can businesses in the Valley do to help clean

the air? The Clean Air 2000 campaign sponsors have a few
idess and are inviting roetropolitan Phoenix organiations to
help reach air quality goals and begin the rext century a
little healthier.

Ozone

With the return of our
Valley's warmn surnmmer
weather ako comes the
ground-kevel ozone
pollttion semson. June 1
through Septernber 30
rrarks the Valley's ozone
polluttion semson. The
Fhoanix metropolitan area
has been designated a
"serious" non-attainrrent

Hean Air 2000 & an allance of businesses, municipalities,
ed ucational irstitutiors and agencies that pledge to take
voluntary actions to help rid Vallay skies of the "brown
cloud" Several of these actions can actually help
businesses red uce costs, improve productivity and enbance
custorner relatiors—sall while reducing air pollution. By
agmeing to commit to one or more of the pollution-saving
steps, organizations can becorme a Clean Air 2000
participant. Each paricipant will also be asked to fill out a
brief agreement and complete a simple annual report to
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area for ozore.

help reasure success of the campaign. Fora full slate of (Hround-
pollution reduction measures, please efer to the welbsite level czone
(wnanar. clea nair2000 ong) or call 250-33E5 and request a CLEAN ALR s formed

brochure. kR biasEE

amitted from cars, gas-
povened garden
equiprnent, household
cleaners, paint, etc. are
combined with hot

Sponsnrs of Clesn dir 2000 inclode ADEQ AP 5 Mancopa Coondy
Envimnmets Sanvices Depatmerdt. Phoenx Chamber of Commen:e,
AP TA, anad S5F

Calendar of Events

Dales To Remember: ternperatures and sunlight.

When these gases hawve

11:30 - 1:20 p.mn. Riz-Carlten - Phoenix
Call 2652-7433 for inforrmation.

May 17-21 American Public Transit Association Wi ke TS
1958 Bue Operations Technology A devalops and can build to
Managernent Conferance unhealhful levels. We can

tt Regency - Phoenix Bl i sl
Call @02 892-4038 for information. eip Hae Qhal e ieve
b . ozone pollution by

May 21 As=ociation for Com muter Transporiation followdng th irle tios:
May Luncheon owing these simple tips:
“agisizive Updata What Passad & What # ® Ho-fual atar 4 p.m.
Maans to You & Your Comparny” : 8 Use eleciric gardan
11:30 - 1 p.m. Wyndham Garden Hotel -Phoenix : aqLpmant
Call 242-3635 for information. : ® Carpool, rida tha bus, or

June 19 Clean Air Cam paign Awards Luncheon talacommute

Desina¥ons i avaib be onaudiompeand in brille. Fyou knowe of
any one who might be imterested in recew ing Des¥ rn¥ons in either
forrmat, plase ll RFTAS Lillan D neat 5541957 . Desyaions is
the offical nawsletter of the Regiors | P ublic Trnsportation & wthority

[RPTR). Itis publishedwith a drcubtion of approxira tely 6 000
copies, Wewelcome your leters, comments and suggestions.

The RFTA is a politica |subdkision of Bizom wemesn by 3 ten
member board of eected offica b, and wa s crated by voters in
1955 with the passage of Propasition 300, Membership is apento

all municipa lities in Ma ricopa Gourty and to the Courty gov ernment.

The mission of RPTA s to promote the socil and economic
well being of the communily througha n effident and effectv &
regioral ransit sy stemas a va lueda nd significant componernt

Torecew e future copies
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Fhoenix, Brzom 55003
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of the tanspors tion nework,

of Fesinaiors pleasewsite or cll;

Fegond Public Trangportation Authority
J02 M First bwe, Sute 700

FFTA Board of Directors

Chairman: May or MNeil Giuleno, Tempe
Yica Chairman: May or Skip Rimsza, Fhoeni
Treasurar: Mayor Wayne Brasn, Mems

Coundlman Greg Bielli, Soottsda |e
Mayor Cynthe Dunfam Gilbert
Coundcikvorra n Esther Flores, EIM irge
Mayord obm Keeqn, Peori

Mayor Thome s Mo ks, byond e

Mayor EBine Scruggs, Glendile
Supenisor Don 58 pley, Maricopa Cou
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