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Two County Parks Will Go To The City, 4/16/60, Arizona
Republic.

Public Faces Loss Of Parks Land by Ben Avery, 3/13/60,
Arizona Republic.

ACC# 98-1906 4/3

Newspaper articles written by Ben Avery that prompted
Dottie Gilbert into action.

Letter to Governor Paul Fannin, Ben Avery and others,
6/4/60.
ACC# 98-1906, 4/3

Dottie Gilbert wrote letters to influential officials and
individuals to convince them that Phoenix would benefit
greatly by preserving the land bordering the Squaw Peak re
Park. The grassroots effort by Dottie Gilbert protected the S e —
land from being sold to real estate developers.




Letter to Dottie Gilbert from Ben Avery, 6/6/60.
ACC# 98-1906, 4/3

bt =
Letter to Governor Paul Fannin from Obed L. Lassen, e
State Land Commissioner, 6/6/60. =
ACC# 98-1906,4/3 .
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Letter to Ben Avery from Dottie Gilbert, 6/9/60. ST
IOV AT O
ACC# 98-1906, 4/3 e i
Letter to Dottie Gilbert from Assistant City Manager
Charles A. Esser with a copy of Proposed Park e Y

development of Federal Lands Adjacent to Squaw Peak.
ACC# 98-1906, 1/51, 3 pages

An exchange of letters during June demonstrates the
grassroots effort in place to preserve the Phoenix
Mountains.

Peak Park Extension Planned,by Jack Crowe 7/26/60,
Arizona Republic.
ACC# 98-1906, 4/3

Phoenix City Council voted to acquire as much as possible
of the public land area of Squaw Peak Park. In August the
city filed for 1500 acres.




1961

Arizona State Horsemen Association (ASHA) Minutes
3/3/61,
ACC# 98-1906 4/3

Establishment of the Trails Committee on February 10, 1961
with a mission to acquire as much land as possible for
Squaw Peak. Dottie Gilbert was on this committee.

Exchange of letters concerning the acquisition of 599
acres of federal land. 2/16/61 ACC# 98-1996 4/3, 5 pages

On February 16, 1961 Dottie Gilbert sent letters to Cedric
Austin, Parks Commissioner; Sam Mardian, Mayor of
Phoenix; Charles Esser, Assistant City Manager; and Alex
Cordova, City Assessor as she began her campaign to
prompt Phoenix to acquire 599 acres of federal land
adjacent to Squaw Peak Park. Letters illustrate her style:
factual information embellished with persuasive language.

Letter from Alexander Cordova, City Assessor explains
the federal land situation, 2/24/61.




ACC# 98-1996 4/3

Letter to Orren Beatty , Administrative Assistant,
Secretary of Interior from Dorothy Gilbert , 8/10/61.
ACC# 98-1996 4/3
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Letter to Dottie Gilbert from assistant to the Secretary of
Interior, Orren Beaty suggesting it would be a year to
clear the land for acquisition.

ACC# 98-1906, 4/3, 3 pages

Hand drawn map describing the federal land in
guestion, 7/11/61.
ACC# 98-1906, 4/4, 3 pages

Also two letters, one from Charles Esser, Assistant City
Manager and the other from A.A. Cordova, City Assessor
demonstrate the grass root effort in place to preserve the
Phoenix Mountains.
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Presentation to the Phoenix City Council by ASHA
7/12/61 Need for Bridal Paths.
ACC# 98-1906, 1/52, 5 pages




1962

Letter to Stewart Udall,1/17/62.
ACCH# 98-1906, 4/4

Letters sent to politicians by James Witty, Trails Committee
ASHA, to solicit support for trails and park expansion were
also sent to: Morris Udall 8/3/62; Wesly Bolin 8/3/62; Carl
Hayden 8/3/62; Governor Paul Fannin 8/3/62; and later Mrs.
Barry Goldwater and President of the Biltmore Hotel,
Wrigley Offield.

Letter from Fred Weller, State Director, Department of
Interior
ACC# 98-1906, 4/3, 2 pages

Defines the land that is under general mining laws.

Presentation on June 25, 1962 by ASHA Need for a
System of Hiking and Riding Trails.
ACC# 98-1906, 4/4, 4 pages

Delineates ASHA's past accomplishments and future plans
to the Phoenix City Council.

Arizona State Horsemen Association organized a
petition, 6/62.




ACC# 98-1906, 2/3

ASHA presented the petition to the Phoenix City Council
with 1300 signatures; calling for as much land as possible to
be added the Squaw Peak Park. This moment is considered
the grass roots beginning of Phoenix Mountains Preserve
Council.

1963

Summary written by Cedric Austin concerning bond e
money, April 9, 1963. '
ACC# 98-1906, 4/1

Letter from U.S. Bureau of Land Management, June 18, &
1963.
ACC# 98-1906, 4/1 T

The letter details legal issues concerning the acquisition of
additional land earmarked for preservation.

Need for a Larger Squaw Peak Park, December 5, 1963.
ACC# 98-1906, 4/1, 3 pages

The ASHA Trail Committee Region | continued their pursuit
to attain the 599 acres. It took a decade to clear mining
claims off federal land. Seventy-eight percent of Phoenix
Mountains was privately owned.
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Public Faces Loss
Of Parks Land
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oc. to Mr. Obed M. Lassen, state Ladn Commissioner
Mr. Cherles A. msser, Assis, Mrg., City of Fhoenix
Mr. Ben Avery, Arizona Republiec
Mr. wrigley O0ffield, Arizons Biltmore
Mrs. Howard J. Smith

480 m. Oocotille Rd.
Fhoenix, Aricz,
June 4, 1960

1he Honorable raul Fannin, Governor
otate of Arizona

Capiteol bsldg,.

rhoenix, aricz.

Pear Governor Fanning

Mr. Ben Avery's article in the March 13 issue of thndti:ona
HnEublio (seotion 5, page 8, indicates that the leased 1 aro squaw
L8

ch the Biltmore Hotel and Mrs. Howard omith have assigned to the
county parks department is being partially held back by Ladd Commissioner
Obed Lassen, for ssle to real estate speculators,

1t is providential for North rhoenix that this lafid is still un-
developed, owing to Mrs. Smith's wish to keep it for the citizens of the
city and the piltmore's wish to keep 1t for the recreational enjoyment of the
winter visitors. south rhoenix has couth Mountaih rark, and North rhoenix
needs a similar vast desert park-- left largely as mature designed it-- for the
use of itgeitizens. This we need far far more than a hundred thousand new
little houses sitting like checkers on a checker board all over our mountains
and valleys.

4f you would ecare to join my husband and me in a horseback ride over
the brown of the hill into the valley east of wquaw seak, 1 can show you in
a few minutes how grand it is to have the feeling that civilization is far
away and that you're in real wilderness, wast weekend, Mr. Gilbert and i rode
for four hours without retracing our steps. uur Gub scouts have often hiked in
that area. vur Boy ncout iroop has often camped there overnight,

shere are thousands of acres of wilderness land (including three para=
llel canyons, lying betweenwrth Phoenix and raradise Valley. 1 doubt if mr.
Lassen has any idea of how extensive and how entieing this area is. rThe 3588
acres set aside for a park are only &88 drops in the biicket. We want the
bucket full and running over,

ies, we in North rhoenix and in the burgeoning .saradise Valley area
to the north need this desert jewel in its urban sevting, lef. jusv as it is,
rough and unecut by roads-- a place wo ride ana hike and climb and pienie,
© uon'L wauL W WraVel U miles Or mere Tu the south Mountains for the greau
outdoors whieh has drawn se mamy of us wuv shoenix.

believe me, . feel most strongly that you could do nothing more benefidial
®fr all the citizens of north-, east-, and west-rhoenix than use your influence
to see that this entire area is kept wilderness park. I promise you my support
as a citizen in helping to keep this area for our children much as it is now,
a primitive, undeveloped area.

Thank you most sincerely for anmything you can do to make this possible,
Sincerely yours,

0 o Sk v



THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC

e apt s S mreage

120 EAST VAN BUREN STREET

"Fara L, e

HI‘B. E.H- Gilbﬁr‘t
4860 E, Ocotillo
Phoenlix, Ariz,

Dear Mrs, Gilbert:

I received your (copy) letter to Governor Fannin today, and
certalnly appreciate your interest, I do not know of a single case
in the past where leases have been assigned to another party, and
the state land commissioner has refused to honor the assignment,

If he should do this to just one rancher he would be out of a job
mighty quick,

Under the law public use of atate land 1s supposed to take
precedence over commercial use, but that provision of the law 1s now
being ignored, I have conferred with Sen, Harold C, Giss of Yuma, and
Sen, Robert Prochnow of Flagstafff and they have agreed to help
change the law to that its intent will have to be carried out. I hope
we can get such a change enacted,

Also you might be interested to know that I spoke to John McChesney.
who at one time was interested in the Clearwater Hills, about adding
some land to the Squaw Peak area to the east, He seemed interested but
I do not know 1f the county parks department followed up that contact,

I agree with you that preservation of the charm of Phoenix depends
upon the preservation of some open spaces within, and immediately
ad jacent to the population concentration area, And we certainly have
enough space around hara--nearliiall of it public land--to do this,

Only through the interest of citizens such as yoursalf, however, can
this be done, Thank you, %
Sincerely, €T



OrrFice oF OBED M. LASSEN

ﬁtatﬂ ganﬁ ?tpuﬂmmt STATE LAND COMMISSIONER

STATE OF ARIZONA _
Phoenix, Arizonn

e A 2 > gl
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June 6, 1960

to
Slanee in the of this particular section is
owned by an indi and, therefore, is land over
which we have no control,

OML :bka
¢c: Mrs, E. R, Gilbert
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Phoenlx, Aris,
Jume 9, 1960
Mr, Ben Ave
Arizona npzu-
Phoeni x, Aris.
Dear Mr. Avery:

Thank you fer your support regarding the Symaw Pesk area.
I received a oopy of a letter from Mr. Lassen to Governor Fannin
in which you may be interested. 1 told Mr. Esser about it and he suggested the4
1 send it to you and alse to Mrs, Smith. I shall alse send a copy of
your letter %o Mras, Smith,

Mr, Bsser intends to have a title search of the area to see who
controls the balence of the land, Perhaps some others, Mr. MoChesney
1mk1:tdod. might be prevailed upon to donate additional land to the
par

At any rate, we ocan « We at least cught to be able to
get the additional 138 mores eh Mr. Lassen is holding bask,

Bineerely yours,

Dorothy V, Gilbert (Mrs. k. R. )



CITY OF PHOENIX
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August 31, 1960

Mrs. Elbert R. Gilbert
480 East Ocotillo Road
Phoenix, Arizona

Dear Dottie:

I think you may be interested in the preliminary plan
of development of Federal lands adjacent to Squaw Peak. I
am passing on to you & proposed plan which has been approved
by the Parks Department and the Planning Coammission.

Sincerely,

CHARLES A. ESSER
Assistant City Manager

CAE:hk
Enc.



<+ FROMEED PLRK DIVELOPMENT OF
PTEDERAT, LANDS ADJACENT TO SQUA PIUR

—  INTRADTICR

By e T R

This statement vas prepared by the City of Fuovenis Flsoning Uspariment
a:ﬂ gata forth the propused development plsn fur thu 599 ecres of Federal
lande North of end adjacent to Squay Peak Park ia the City of Phoenix.

The attached map shows the location =f the land and its relatioaship
to Squav Peak Park. Also indicatsd is the general lecation of a proposed
street system end type of park facilities tentatively planned.

PROPOSED STREET SYSTEM

Primary eaccess into the ncrthern £00 ecires will e provided froam Shea
Bouleverd oo it erosses the porthwest part of thilo sxeas Ecoccause of s=xbrame
varisnce in topography betwesn the sorthern and southeéra perits of these laode,
alditiona) primary eccess from Shea Bovlevard will be providel as nesessary.
Ia both areas (rorthern end southern pertse) a street gystem can be developsd
which will be sdequete to serve the propeced park fecilitles. Tentative
plans seem to indieate the existing roed eyatem, vith certain changes, will
be suitable to serve this area.

PROPOCED TYPES OF PARK FACILITIES

Picaic areas, day camps, scenic drives, overlooks, bridle paths, asture
trails, preservation of scenic Arizena lsndscape, flora eapd favna ars the
types of park uses best suited for this area.

PICNIC AREAS

The locstions of pilenie aress es shown in the gccompenying mep, when
developed, will include ramedas eccomecdating large sud smell groups. These
ranadss will be comparsble to the facilities provided in South Mowntaln Park.

DAY CAMFB

The day cemp areas are located exsy from the more corgested areas to
pernit better control end meximum privecy ior organlzed ‘gaupu uaing these
areas.

SCERIC DRIVES AND OVERLOOKS

Along the drives which meandsr through this erea are several good locations
vhere "lookouts" can provide excellent views of the terraln to the North, East,
and West. This plan proposes to utilize these vantage points wherever pessible.

BRIDIE PATHES AND FRATURE TRAIIS

A large pertion of this area is best suited for such uses as bridle paths
and ngture trails. Marked tralls can be provided throughout the perk for
riding and self conducted nature tours.



LARES FOR FLOCD CONTROL

The Buresu of Reclemation indicstes a pessibility of the creaticn of e
lake or lakes in the area to control drainege vater frem the FPheenix Mountains.
In turn, fine pienic arees adjecent to these lakes could be crested.

WATER SUPPLY

Ammmummbamwmumemwmm
as they are developed.

revenues are produced, they would be applied to offset the operating cost of
the park.






AIRIZONA STATE HORSEMEN'S ASSOCIATION
Meeting, March 3, 1961

It is my understanding that one of the primary purposes of this
organization is to try to set up a network of trails throughout Arizoma
similar to that in Celifornmia.

The Trails Committee was organized Feb. 10, 1961, with Bud Brown of
Prescott serving as chairman. The State was broken down into three regions
with a subecommittee to be active in each regien, 1 was asked to be ohairman
for Region 1, which I discovered after I had agreed extends up to Vilckenburg,
down to Globe, over to Yuma and who knows where else.

It appears to me that the most urgent need is to get started in Phoenix
1tself, because that is where the population explosion is centered.

As & starter in this regiom, the following resolution was passeds

It is recommended by this committee that the City of
Phoenix acquire as much hand as possible %o extend
Squaw Peak Park, also that the elty provide a bridle
trail along Glendale Avenue from the eanal bank &nd
16th Street to Tatum Boulevard,

A similar resolution was passed concerning Tucson.

City officials are very much aware of the wishes of this organiza-
tion. 1 have obtained maps from the City Assessor, interviewed the Parks
Comnissioner, taken the Assistant City Manager for a horseback ride, and
the Mayor for a pionic in the Squaw Peak area. Their interest is evident.
The problem 1is, of eourse, money.

This is an exceedinly erueial time, for at the present a eitizens ecommittee
is studying the need for “arks and Reoreationm as part of the Phoenix Growth
Commi ttee. Their recommendations which will be handed down within the next
few weeks will become part of the funds requested in the bond issue. As far
as 1 know, no one from the Arizoma State Horsemen's Assooiation serves on
this committee, but we must get our story to them at onoe.

In other words there is a vital need for a good committee to work om
this and other aspects of the Trails system £ any of you are interested
or lmow of others who would be interested, please let us know, and you
will be given a warm weleome to the Trails/Committee.

'I.ﬁurt: We would like to have representatives from trail riding "j)
~ groups, Sheriff's posses, resorts with horses, stables, and any others
interested in trail riding as recreation. B



480 E. Oecotillo Rd,
Phoenix, 12, Ariz,.
Feb, 16, 1961

The Hon, Sam Mardian
Ma yor, City of Phoenix
Phoenix, Ariz.

Daar Samg

Despite mction of the City Couneil in woting %o enlarge Squaw
Peak Perk as much as possible, private Interests are moving in upon
it from east and west,

Palm Canyon Drive, slashing through the mountains to the cast
of Squaw Peak slready overlooks the desert wilderness valley which
should be publie property. while, alongside the access road to Squaw
Peck Park, Russ Lyom has within the past two weeks posted a sign offering
20 maeres for sale, goned three houses to the acre.

It is fine that the eity is attempting tc obtain an additional
699 acres mérth of the preseat park, but am effurt should be mede to
aequire the valley and mountain immedictely east of Bquaw Pesk. Tl.1s
is the most desirable park area, If the mountain goes private, the
natural sorcen which guarantees seclusion 1s lost, According to a map
which Mr. Cordove provided for me, the property in question 1s owned
by Foothill Development Co., John MoChesney, Sudaghek Investment Co,
and Ernest Bass. Some of this might be bought, Uther land might be
obtained through donatlon. Ur perhaps a wealthy citizen might be found
to acquire and donate the land to the oliy as a memorial. The point
is=- any action at &l must be token immediately or !t eannot be taken
at lll.

The extension of Squaw Peak Fark is théimmediate ocuneern of tioe
Prails Corm! ttee of the Ariszona Stete Forsemen's Assceclietlon. At 1ts
initial meeting last Friday, this eommittee passed the following
roesolutions

"it is reconnended by this cormittee that the City of
Ploenix soquire as much land as possible to extend

Squaw Peak Park, also that the City provide a bridle trail
along Glendale Avenue from the eanal bank at 16th Street
to Tatum Boulevard,"

The Arizone Stete Horsemen's pssociation ie lees than a year old,but
it already speaks for 6560 hor One of its primary purposes is to
see to it that Arizona sets up deyetem cf bridle pathe such agflelifornmia
has, As a starter this organlza-lon wishes to cuoncentrate on the en=
largement of Squaw Peak Park and the sccess bridle trail along Clendale
Avenue,

e applaud the clity's forward=looking program and promise to asskst
your efforts to provide parks in every possible wey,

S8incerely ycurs,

Dorothy V. Gilbert (Mrs. E. R.)



480 E, veootillo 4d.
Phoonix, 12, ariz,
Jeb, 18, liel

Ur. Cherles Baser
Assistent Clty Wanager
Phoenlix, Arie.

Dear Charlley

You've already done sc much for Fheenix im trying to enlarge
Squaw Paak Park. 1 want to thank you persvnally=- and now ‘n my naw
position af & memwber of the Tralls Comities of Liw Arisuna Gtate
lorsemeon's Asscelation, !

I also waat to tell you that accurding to maps furnished by ir,
Cordova, the eily park and porposed extension does mut cover the valley
imiediately to the east of the pemk. This avparently ls privaete nroperty,
partially owned Foothill Development Co., John dovhesney, Ludacheck
lnvestmwnt Co., and Ernest Bass. Ronds and houses are encronching rapidly
upun this area from the esst (drive out Pulm Canyom Urive to see what 1
mean), And within the past two w eoka, Russ Lyon has olfered 20 acras
for sale ndjacent to the road leading into the purke-- zoned three houses
E__t:‘lﬂ Ll iy 1Y

1 certhnly dun't want to imt erfere with the clty's efforts to acquire
thias property nor to draw public attention Lo v preblem prematurely=-
thereby jecpardizing its efforts, But the oity should try to buy the
property 1t eannot obtain through Federal and State sourees=- at least
the wvalley and west slope of the mountain Lmmediately to the east of
Squaw Penk, 1f this is finamelally impossible, let us appeal tuv these
individuals 4o make sone domations or find us a millionaire who wants to
name a park after his mother. 1£ never hurts to try. The most qualified
perscn With the right ocontnots should, of eourse, make this effort, Bat
if o one else ean be found, 1'll do it myself,

You may be interested in knowing that the aArizons Stete Morsemen's
Assocliutlun Trails Comalttee, at its organizatlional meetlug last Friday,
passed the following resolutions

"It is recom:ended by this comuitige that the City of
Phoenix acquire as much land as possible to extend Squaw
Penk Park, also that the City provide a bridle treil along
Glendale Avenue from the onnal bank and loth Stroet to Tatum
Boulevard.” Fa sed unanimously.

Tihis pew organigation spenks for G50 people. _ts purpses tc see that
Arigzona, whioh has 656,000 horses, dovalops a system of tralls similar
to the wsst network of traills whieh Ualifornia has doveloped over the
past twenty years.

Again, Bharlie, singere thanks for your unheralded work in the
furtherance of Equaw Peak Park.

Singercely yours,

2 ce.C. A2 ;'



480 B, CUeotillo Rd.
.Phu.hix. 12. Hii-
Feb, 16, 1961

Mr. Alex Cordova, City Assessor
City of Pheenix '
Arigona

Dear 4dr, Cordowas

Mrs., Spalding and 1 wish t¢ thank you for the interview wi.ich
you granted us recently and the maps with whieh you provided us,

You may be lnterested n lnowing that at the iulitlal meeting of
the Trails Comiittee of the Arigona State Horsemen's Assoclation
last Friday, the following resolution was unanimously adopted:

"It 15 recommended by thls comnittee that the City of
Phoenie moquire as much land as possible to extend
Squaw Peak Park, also that the City provide a bridle
trail along Glendale Avenue from the osnal bank ol
16th Street to Tutwa Boulevard,"

This organisation, although less than a year old, already spenks
for 650 people, who are vitally interested in the formation of a system
of bridle tralls throughout the state== similar to the fine network
of truils which erissoross California.

Again our sincere thanks,

8ineerely yonurs,

Dorothy V. Gilbert (irs. B. R. )



€50 &, Qovtilio iide
Fhwenix, 1-‘| Arig.
Feb., lu, 1961

Ur., Cedrie austin
barka Commissioper
Phoanixy Ariz.

Denr Mr. Auating

Wrz, Spaldine and 1 wish to thank vou for the interview wiich
ycu ac courteously arranged for us, We are very mucii heartened by the
frtersat which the Parks Uenartment is showing in the acvulsition of
merg land for “quew Penk Perk, and wieh to assist you but not ia any
way whieh might hinder yocur efforta,

I sl 1ike to deaw vour attentlon to the fact that private
Intorests ere ence@aching uron this matural park area with elarming
repidity, Paln Cenmyon Drive to the east of Aguew Feak already overlooks
the walley where it widens out inte vour most wvelveble park area, Amd
ithir the pret two weckn, Fvas Lyon hns posted a sipgn adjmcent to tne
roed lesdirg into Squaw Peak Purk, offering 20 acres for sele, zoned
three houses tc the ncre, ! have eslled tro reel estate office and
Jearned thet *he prieec e #7600 peor acre. The Biltmore vroperty lies
ncross the road to the east, and a Teran owns property to the north,
which is for sele at #3F00 per meres Oouth of Lineoln irive fuss Lyons
has three parcels ~f property, ten, twenty, and forty acres zoned
M and fede= for spertmente. The property south of Linecln Drive
should net negessariiy be nddod to the park area, but sftld 1t be
el for sueh dense populetion? In addition to tryving to obteln stete
and fedornl lend, I feel the eity should make an enrnest efrfort to buy
such pruparty or percuacde othera to donete 1t, AL the Wery leasi tiw
elly should investipgate the poning. will three hcuses to the acre oa
4185 magnificent pmoperty enhance the Fark of the iltacre property cor the
manslons nerr bullding to the Erat?

If 1t is ffpanecinlly i possible to buy this lend, svrely an eliort
should be made €0 enerurape ciiigens to donate soue of their holdings.
Porhaps s wealthy oitizen mipht be interested in m-king a gift of it
to thn eity =5 m memorial. 1 drew your atientioa to the oopy ol the Juue 6, 1560
letter from Ban Awery which you have lu your files iln whieh he sa) s
"e.se]l SPoke tn John MeChenney, who at one time whs interesced in tie
Clearmenr Hille, about adding some land to the Squaw pPeak ares to Lhe
enst ((he must mean "west" )} He sevmed interested but . do vt koow
if the eounty parks department followsd up thet ecatact,"

Hnowins that you must progeed quietiy in utwru:::ﬁlnm acculsitiong
1 have not writtem a lettor to thy editor nor tried tw inverest a colwanist
in a story, nor mads publioc statementqin F.T.4., Bohool and secut cirsles,
But matisrs are moving s¢ rapldly that it may be the time is ripe
% make sume nolse out loud, Plwenlelans, who only lust week leurned
that the nraying monk on our seeond most feamous lanamark (al'ter the Urend
Cunyon) is now privately wned will weken tomorrow to the tesliszation
that it is 1w tro late %o save s siseable portion ol the rloenlx Mountains,

i pz writing you nmow, ot merely as an ingividusl, but as & rupresentes=
tive of the Arisonm ptate Horsemen's Assuvolaticn irsils Uommittee, This
mew organization already spesks for G0 people, sud ovne of Lts primery
purpos«s 18 the establishment of a system of Uralls Uwough out Arizonaes



el

similer to theat vast network of trails whieh crosscross Galifornia.
At the organisational meeting of the iraills vommittee at airizona GState
Universlty luat iriday, the following resclution was unhmincusly adopteds

“It ia recusmended by this ocommittev that the Gity of
rhoenix woquirs as puoh land as phssible t0 extend squaw
Poak Park, also that the Uity provide a bridle trail aluug
ui::d.:h Avenue from the ocansl bank at léth 5t. te Tatum
B -

Mr, Austin, we do appreciate and appland your efforts as Fark
Comed 28loner, Please edllon us for any assistance we can render.

Simgerely yuurs,

Dorothy V. Gilbert (Mrs. Le R.)



ACQUISITION OF ADDITIONAL LAND FOR SQUAW PEAK PARK

Mr, Austin and
h.m
Mr, Cordova

February 2, 1961
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480 E. Oootillo Rd,
Phoenix, 18, Aris.
Aug. 10, 1961

Mr, Orren Beaty, Admlalstrative Assistant
Sesrstary of the Interior
washington, Ds C.

Dear Mr, Beatys

1 understand the ¢ity of Fhoenix is trying tc moguire 509 sares of feds=
erel lmd to add to Squaw Peak Park, and that thls land 1s currently tled
up by small trect applications,

I should like to urge your favorable consideration of the eity's appli=-
oation. Phoenix 1s in dire need of this area for recreation because, as you
know, with the exception of overeworked Encanto Purk, there 1s no substantial
park arsa betwgea Scuth Mountain Park and the Fhoenlx Mounteins. The land
in question 1s o matural desert=mountaln park ares~= and Phoenix ls fortunate

indeed that it i1s still potentially avallable., It is, alsc, “{T“’ sl tuntmi
nenr the fabulous resort ares around Camelbagk Mountain and will provide
our wit*er visitors with a fine plase to "rough i2,"

You are, 1 koow, quite aware that Phoenlx is growlng rapidly om the far
dide of Squaw Peak Fark and this park should be left as breathing space
betwesn two solidly urban areas. we feel that Fhoenix officials are very wise
in seekimg to expand the present small Sguaw Peek Fark boundaries as much
as possible,

in this case we feel the welfare of the commmurity should teke precedence
ovaer the wishes of individuals.
Thank you for your cousideraticn.

Very truly youres,

Dorothy V. Gilbert (Mrs. E. R.), Chairman
Trails Subcommittee, Region I, Arizcna State Horsemen's Assoc.

0. Mr, Baser



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON 25, D, C.

August 22, 1961

Dear Mrs. Gilbert:

I appreciate the information you furnished me in your
letter of August 10 regarding the interest of organizations
such as yours in having the City of Phoenix obtain title to
the 599 acres of federal land in the Squaw Peak park area.

As I have informed the City of Phoenix, the number of
small tract applications which were filed on this land have
been rejected and are now on appeal, a process that could
require about a year, It may be possible to shorten this
period but I cannot make any definite promises.

If the appeals are denied, it would appear that Phoenix
would be in good shape to acquire this land under the new
pricing formula announced by Secretary of the Interior Udall
a few weeks ago. I am enclosing a copy of it for your infor-
mation,

Sincerely,

W es

Orren Eaaty
Assistant to the Sécretary

M:I'.'E. E. Rt Gﬂbert

480 E. Ocotillo Road
Phoenix 12, Arizona

Enclosure



CITY OF PHOENIX <
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July 11, 1961

Mrs. Elbert R. Gilbert
480 East Ocotillo Road
Phoenix, Arizona

Dear Dottie:

Enclosed is copy of a letter to Orren Beaty re Squaw Peak
Park. This will advise you the steps we have taken to get the
information you requested.

Sincerely,
CHARLES A. ESSER
Assistant City Manager

CAE:hk
ml



July 10, 1961

Ny, Orrea Bealy, Aduinistrative Asst,
Secsrviary of the Interier
¥ashington, D, O,

Dear Orrem:

Charlss A, Esser, Aseistant Olfty Nemager, asied =e ]
if you could give us some infermation as to the statas of the pending small
treed applisations on the federsl land just morth of the Squaw Peak Park area
in Phoenix, The 599 asres of federal land in gquestion is roughly bounded
Denlsp Avenus, 20th Streed, Northarn Avemme, end F0th Street, Sk
preperty is attached,

In 1960, the Cisy sequired leases on Shé scres of state
Squew Peak Park, At that tims, the City Council expressed its des
lﬂﬂlo-pplmmlunth-”;murmm. An sttempd was made
by She City to file its application, but it was rejected by the local Burean
of Land Managemsni begaunse of the smmall trast applications on this land, I%
is wy wnderstanding that the local office had rejected the small trast appli-
.ntmmcitrcoﬂd:clyfrth-hnd. When this was dors, a
of protests were made by emall trast applicants to the loecal Bureau
and %0 \heir congressmem in Washingtom,

We understand that 1% mey take aboul %wo years for a decision to be
the small tresct spplications, I% will be spprecisted if you ean

land for
ire

i

Hi

on
imow their statws =% this time, Also, if there is any vay the City
uire this land other than by having to pay 50f of the appraised valwe,

t_ law,

]

There are a number of citisens' groups thed are interested in the
sequiring the 599 of federsl land whieh, tegethcr with the 5Lé
of Squaw Peak Park, give the noriheast ares of Phosnix s wilderness
similar to South Moun Park.

th Charlie

o
q

i

3
FRpd

know that you are very bumy. 1
mach, If wo can be of any sssistance %0 you,
n ws

§

and
you
]

Our best persomal regards,
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o ': m.ﬁnM City Assceser




DUVLAP

LOT 1; EAST EALF SOUTHEAST QUARTE
ALL in SECTION 34, Township 3 NOR

,

" r
w <---f---~} Ei 34 < @
b / o
S ! j.f" s A
/ /
///
F 4
_"]ﬂ. ‘?ﬁ LY / S Vo RTHERN
AN JE-§ }
f
;. Q;I}Jf__ﬁhum_ _______ .
-S,nlﬂ_filk.FinK
7y £ 2 '
S \
(3) L:nssi__{ 2 1S Ta e Land
cre s
|
’;) o
>
o B
: 1
[/ | ;
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:
THE SOUTHWEST QUARTSR; WEST-HALF SOUTEEAST QU&RTER{ SOUTENEST
, JAUARTER NORTHEAST QUARTER; NORTHWEST QUARTER; ALL 1n SECTION 3§,
Township 3 NORTE, Range 3 EAST.
, Lot 14, in SECTION 3, Township 2 NORTE, Renge 3 EAST.
o/

EAST BALF FORTHEAST QUARTERj
Range 3 EAST,

EXCEPT PATFNIED MINING CLAIMS TERREOF:

ALL LANDS LISTED ABOVE 3EING IN THE OILA AND SALT RIVER BASE

AND V*RIDIAN,COUNTY OF MARICOPA,STATE OF ARIZONA.

Div.of Lid
7-11-61ms/"



WW @W,%Ka;ﬁéf

NEED FOR A SYSTEM OF BRIDLE TRALLS
A presentation by the Trails Bubcommittes, Negion 1, Arizona Stete Horeemen's Assvoiationm

Sity Plaming

Phoenix, despite its phenomenul growth, has done a remarkable job of plamning
and channeling its development. We of thse Arizona State Horsemen's Assosiation
salute you, our governmeatal leaders wno are deveting your ilves to the exeiting
job of ereating one of American's great eities,

You have teams of planners at work who ocan predict with a high degree of
accuraocy that the genter of population will eventually lie at Centrsl and Bethauy
Home Road, that Phoenix will be solidly wrban as far north as Bell Road, with
the suburbs stretehing far beyond. You are experts ah plamning these develop=
ments and planning then selentifieally for maxzimw efflolenay.

A ﬂ!‘! Character

But what makes a olty great 1s not oaly its efflalency but its imnate
character, that indefinable guality which sets it apart from all other oities,
Think of the 0ld World charm of San Franclsou, the beautiful watoerways of Fort
Leuderdale, the manner in whieh Philadelphia is identifying itself ukthe birthe
place of our mation by resoulang Independence Hall, Cld Christ Churaoh, the Betsy
Ross House, etc. from the d ums which had wholly swallowed them up. Think of
the winding parkways of Cleveland, the forest clty, where deep ravimes, lekes
and woods remaln ln thelr nstural besuty although sompletely surrounded by eity
dwellings, induatry and sommeree. Think of Miom! Beach with itz publie white
sand beaches, Think of the gleaming white benuty of washimgton, with its speacious
pakks and brenthtaking beauty=- a city we are proud to eall our nation's cepital.

Phoenix, two, has ifs eimructer-~ one which grew out of ite eurly history
and has since been fostered by our Chamber of Coumeree and booming resorta, Io
residents of Los Angeles end New York, slike, 1t is luown ue e Lestern towm,
bluff, informal, gemuine, a towm of boota, spurs and horses. The symbol which
beckons our would~be wacatlioners is wlmost always « man on horseback, resting
a moment beside a saguaro esotus. And this gymbol is not a phomy. i1t is genuine,

Importance of the Horse to Phoenix

Phoenix is pulsnting with horse sotlvities, There are, for examples

yBhe Rodeo of Rodeoss Vur biggest eivic eelebration, complete with school
halideys, 15 Uie Phoen.  dayoee Rodeo, Feople who've uever been on & horse love
to on a mestern hat end string tle and wateh the Sheriff's posses and rodeo
n-ml, the rodec queen v hordes of little buye om thelr own backyard Uobbins,
the Goverzor, Seeretary of State, the Mayor and every other offieial who will
get into the spirit of the west and elimb up om a horse.

#0ther Rodeos und Horse Showsi Mearly every weekend for nine months, Phoenix
or ope 6f Itsnearest meighbors hee its own rodeeo, junior rodeo, gymkhauna, or horse
show, During the past year, in Fhoeunlx propes, there were these horse evexts:



rse Breeders: Just outside the boundaries of Phoenix are breeders of
horses=- T horses, Apaloosas, thoroughbreds, ponies, Arablans Paradize
Valley is the center of Arabian horse breeding in the United Btates). Of the 146
gpembers of the Arizona Quarter Horse Breeders' Assoolation, 35 list rPhoenix proper
as their home, Many of the others buy their feed, equipment and supplies from
Phoenix firms,

#Irail Riders $rall-riding as a form of recreation 1s inereasing rather

than deelining In popularity. 1t draws support mainly from residents of this
area, but also attracts riders from all over the United Statea.

The fifteenth aamual Los Caballeros ride this April had 226 riders and T2
employees, Fiftyesix riders came from Phoenix,

In addition, there is the allefemale counterpart, Las Damas, the Tonto Rim
Riders, the Sycamore Canyon Trail Riders, the Verde Vaqueros, the Remuda Riders,
and many other trall riding groups sueh as the Desert Baddlebags.

Boonomi o Ht of the Horse

Figures are not avallable for Phoenix proper, but the following figures
should serve to demonstratethe mumerieal importance and economie impact of ks
horse~oentered activities bn this community. Figures are approximate,

In Arisona: 58,000 horses

In Maricopa Countys 36-40,000 horsemsa

20 riding stables, puttiyg out 100,000 rides amnually
15 organized equestrian clubs with 2,600 memb ers
& resorts advertising riding

Three to four millioa tourists visit the Valley of the Sun annually, adding

$150,000,000 to its eccnomy, and many of these come to ride horseback.



_Urgent Need for Trails

mith all this horse aotivity in end arummd Phoenix, there is only one
dedicated bridletrail in the olty-- the Central Avenue bridls path whish stretched
from Bethany Home Road to Northera avemue (and without question, this lome bridle
path greatly enmhances the beauty of the most beautiful street in Phoenix), It
is self-evident that if there is no place th ride, there will be mo horses. Tralls
must be established mromptly im this burgeoning eommurd ty.

General Objeotives im the Phoenix Area

To swpplement the one exiating bridle path, the Trails Subsommittes, Region I
of the Arizona State Horsemen's Association, proposes a Valley of the Sun Cirele
Trail, whieh, by using chiefly ecanal bamks, river bottoms and washes will enoircle
the Balt River Valley and provide mccess to Squaw Pesk Park, South Mountain Park,
Fapago Park, the Balt Rivdr and MoDowsll Indien Reservations, and the long=stamding
sheep trails to the morth,

we intend to seek r dedioated bridle path along the eanals through the
8alt River Wnter Users' Assoolation, and we recommend acoess tralils wherever
new roads are built or old ones widened. we belleve progress can be ooupled with
beauty we wish to see mamy parloways and tres-lined streets similar to
Central mie in the Phoenix of the future, The oholce as %0 whiech streets
shall be so developed we leave in the eapable hands of our city planners. We would
1ike to sees trrlls established in all suitable parks and we would lilke to see
trails leading into them and tying them into a gemeral system.

On a wider front, the A.8.H.A. is working for a tralls system in the Tuesom
and Preseott areas and wewish eventually to tle all parte of the state into a geonaral
traile systom.

In the Tueson area, the establishment of piding and hiking traile along the
Rillito River != m mejor prcject of the Pime Counmty Parks and Recreation Departaent
in cocperation with the A,S,H.A. Fifteen milescf easements have already beem
secured, and this is but the first mtmpxim 1link in a system of tre!ls which
will inelude the Pantanc wesh, Sebins Creek, the Bants Cru:z River south to hogales,

Specifie Objectives in the Phcenix areas

1. MMMMMMM. either
north ajong Central Avenue or east along Northern Avemue from Central to the Cangd .
Better maintenanoe of this bridle peth is highly reeommended. There are dangerous
vneovered holes in the path and a high concentraion of broken pop bottles. The
trimming of overhead trees, nowever, has !mprovec greetly sinoe the city assumed
eontrol of the bridle path,

2, Bridle Fath along Glendale=lineclans To provide mocess to Squaw Peak Perk
-:&.rofg. s bridle trail along Glendale-Limooln from the canmal at 16th Street to
Tdtum Boulevard. This bridle treil would be simple %o provide now singce nmo one
has as yot built along this new ruad, It would permit accessto Squaw Peak rark,
not only from the eanal but ale fraa the fabulous resort area mear Camelback
Mountain, e refer you to the attached let.er from Mr, Ashley of the Judson School
who would like to see the bridle path extended along Lineelm to Seottsdale Road.
we are happy to seeond Mr. Ashley's suggestion,

3 - Of the greatest urgency is the extension of Squaw FPeak
Park, mlt gratifying to know that Squaw Peak belongs to all
of the people and, unlike gamelback Mountein, eamnnot be out up for homesites.

We salute the vision of those who made this possible,

However, the boundaries of the park need to De gregqtly extended, smsxzux XIS



is nothing short of a miraele thut there are still some 3,000 weres of undeveloped
land in this area=- a place for Cub Boouts to olimb, for Boy Beouts to oamp out,
for families to plomle, for winter visitors to “rough it'=~ as well as for horse-
men to explere.

there are at least threeparallel esnyons lying between North Phoeanlx and
Paradise Valley where you ean top a ridge, blot out the oity, and feel like Mareos
de Niza himself in a primitive wilderness. Of this area, 54C sores now eomprise
Squaw Peak Parke= chiefly the slopes of the rugged old mountain itself. Immediately
o the north are 599 acres of Federal lemd, mow tiedup im homestead applications,
whiech Phoenix would like to asquire,mubxwiimixihs But the most usable areas are
the valleys enst of Squaw Peak, and these should be added tc the park if it is
humanly possible before we have houses sltting oa every promontory peering dowa
into every walley mook and pranny.

We hope, not merely as horsemea, but as parents and citiszens that Phoenlx
will give sareful eonsideratiom to all means of enkhrging Squaw Peak Park, thr ough
purehase, soquisition of leases, condmamatiom or solicitation of land gifts
from lend owners, we refer you to the attoched letter from Mr. Wrigley Offield
of the Arisona Bhltmore Hotel supportiang this gemeral proposition and also
to support from the Arisons Federation of Garden Clubs,mat ¥adison Meadows
Sohool P.T.A. Board, and Boy Seout Troop 20l.

Do=It=Yoursalf

Despite our wish to see an exteusive trulls systea throughout thls area,
we do mot wish to impose asy financial burden on cur community, We remember with
gratitude that a private oitizen ummed Murphy planted the trees along Cemtral
Avenue and earried water to them inm u wagom, thereby msking possible omw lovelliest
street, We acknowledge the unremitting efforts of a group of private citisens
conneoted with the Horse Lovers' @lub who sesuredthe dedleated bridle path alomg
that street., We appreciate the fat that Fhoenlx would today have no Eouth Mountain
Park, were it not for m private citiszen, Jameslobbins, who toock the e¢lairmanship
of a committee to secure a public park in the South Mountains.

As private eltizens, we, too, are willing to work for ths trails system,
we wish to seoure your approval of our plans and your assistance im obtaining
rights of way. But we would try tc develop the trails on a do=it=yourself basis,
laying them out and maintalning them to the maxirum of our abillity.

Elaborate trils are neither necessary nor desirable. 4 dirt shoulder along
a higlway is all that is needed. Would it, for instence, be feansible to Plaoce
the highway to one side of the highway right-ofeway, giving a but more lesway
on the other side for a horse or a boy on a bicyelef?

We would alsc try to interest organizations which are membersof A.B.H.A.
in besutifying portions of the trails pystem in which they are px ticularly
ixt erested,

Conaluaion

Other states and eommnities have doveloped extensive parks and trails,.
California is honeycombed with trails, The Appalachian (A.P.) Trdl runs the emtire
length of the Eastern seaboard, from Maine to Ggorghh. Philadelphin has over
100 miles of trails in itshuge Falrmount Park and adjecent park areas. Bt.

Louis has itsextensive Forest Park, Evem little Oreenwich, Com., has 756 or BO
miles of bridle trails for iishorsemon,

Attached Letters of Bupport

We drsw your attention to supporting letters from Senator Goldwater, Cong ress-

ZeAl



man Rhodesm Governor Fammin, County Manager Miller, Mayor Mardian ; also to
letters frim Mr. Wrigley Offield of the Arisona Biltmore Hotel, Mr. Jack Stewart
of Camelback Imn, Mr., David Ashley of the Judson Sehoolj; also to letters from
Mrs. Mary K. Boli, President of Desert Estates Property Owmers Asscelation,

Nr. Ted Mieger, Scoutmaster of Boy Sgout Troop 261 looated at Bimis Behool; alseo

to a resoclution passed by Madison Meadows P,.T.A. Board and a telegram from the
Arisona Federation of Gardem Clubs,.
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4123 E, Solano Drive
Phoenix 18, Arizona
Januvary 17, 1062

The Honorable Stewart Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr, Udall:

The Arizona Horesemen's Association has been sponsoring two
projects, which we think will bemnefit the City of Phoenix
and the State of Arizona, One of these projects is a com-
plete trail system for hiking and riding in the State of
Arizona; the other is the expansion of park faeilities in
our County and State,

As the present time we are doing all we can with other Civie
bodies in expanding Squaw Peak Park, which lies just within
the City limits of Phoenix at about 24th Street and Glendale
Avenue, Some months ago, the City of Phoenix made application
to purchase 599 acres of Federal land directly north and slight-
ly west of Squaw Peak Park. The City of Phoenix desired to
purchase this land from the Federal Government in order that
it might be added to the current Squaw Peak Park. As Squaw
Peak Park stands today, it 1s 540 acres of mountain and desert
land, and we are most hopeful that we can add the 590 acres

of Federal land to this park for the good of all our citizens.

I am advised by the City of Phoenix that their acquisition of
the 5909 acres of Federal land is currently being held up be-
cause of the possibility of the land being sold to individuals
as small tracts,

1 am writing to you in order that you might assist the Arizona
Horsemen's Association and all of the Civic bodies behind the
program in expanding Squaw Peak Park, We believe it would be
of far greater value to the total publie to have this beavtiful
area preserved as & recreation park facility for its citizens
and visitors,

We would, therefore, appreciate whatever action you can take
to expedite the sale of this Federal land to the City of
Phoenix as a park area,

Very truly yours,

James C, Witty

JCWimp

CC: Mrs, E, R, Gilbert Glind)
Charles Lidmdaur (blind)



N LY REER TO-

UNITED STATES L&
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

3022 Federal Building
Pheenix 25, Arizona

February 12, 1962

Mr, James C, Witcty
4123 East Solanc Drive
Phoenix 18, Arizona

Bear Mr, Witey:

Your letter of January 17, 1962, te the Secretary of the Interior regard-
ing Federal lands in the vicinity of Squaw Peak has been referred to this
office in order that we may provide you with additiemal informatiom re-
garding the status of the lands,

The lands which are situated in sectioms 34 and 35, T. 3 N., R. 3 E., and
sectiom 3, T, 2 N., R. 3 E,, have been and are still invelved in consider-
able controversy. All er portions of the parcels are affected by claims
located under the gemersl miaing Taws, am applisation exchange, and an
application fex selection, both filed by the Erate lof Atizyma, and applica-

tions u?!;r th‘u!icvtttv-i'ui~tht l-.{}'rrnct Ace, y

. T
hrtuE’tnfnuun of the nru&:ula of the City-e? X were
contac and it became evidemt t lands had potential va for recre-
ation purposes as am additiom to the Squaw Peak Park, The Citv of Phoenix
could net file an application since the lands were embraced im a prior ex-
change application filed by the State of Arizoma. This matter, however, was
discussed with efficials of the State and a solution of the conflict is
possible,

Before final action can be taken te meet the desires of the City, prier
existing rights must be considered and adjudicated, The initial step in this
process was comsideration of the small tract applicatioms, This resulted

in a decision holding the applications for rejection. Some of the appli-
cants appealed the action and the cases are now pending in the Office of

The Secretary as indicated in your letter,

We are initiating an investigatiom to determine the validity of the mineral
claims affecting the lands, Omce this has been completed, we will then be
in a position to consider the possibility of transferrimg title to the City
of Phoenix under the Recreatiom and Public Purposes Act, In the meantime,
however, the lands are being classified for recreatiom purposes under the
provisioms eof the Recreatiom and Public Purposes Act, This will segregate
the lands pending comnsideration of any existing rights,

As you can see, the status of the lands is quite complicated and it will
take considerable time to adjudicate the asserted rights. You may rest

TRan LANT ¢
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assured, however, that we are well aware of the desires of the City and
their needs for lands to meet the demands for public recreatiem sites,

If you have any additional questions regarding this matter, please feel
free to contact this office,

States Directer
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PRESENTED TO PHOENIX CITY COUNCIL - June 25, 1962

. J ﬂ " oy ' 0OE T =5 i
um Eg i E"H’ll""' ) TP ST e L L e ey Tl

A Presentation by the Tralls Subcommittese for reglon ig
Arizona State Horsemen's Assoclation

Introduction

Maricopa County can list as its principal assets an unequalled
elimate and a wealth of natural beauty. These inherent assets plus
a vigorous promotion campaign are attracting new eitizens so rapidly
that proper community planning is almost unettainable. In the face
of this population influx, the Trails Committee of the Arizona State
Horsemen's Association beiieves that our County Supervisors and our
Parks Department are doing a tremendous job of planning for the
futures The system of parks which you have just created is a mon-
ument to your vision. Now we should like to invite you to look
again into the future with us.

%e don't want dull, drab, characterless unrelieved urbanization.
We want the breathing space provided by parks, we want vistas of
uncluttered mountains, we want spots of beauty in cur midst, paths
for walking, trails for riding -- we want the freedom to continua
to enjoy the assets of climate and beauty which brought us here in
the first place.

The Arizona State Horsemen's Assoclation is a statewlde assocla-
tion of horsemen. The Trails Committee of this Association is
headed by Fud Brown of Prescott and is divided into subcommittees
for three regions. We represent the Tralls Subcommittee for Reglon
I (Maricopa, Gila and Yuma Counties). We have been meating monthly
since February, 1961, to devise a reasonable trails system for tThis
aresa.

Valley of the Sun Circle Trall

In conversations with City and County Parks and Highway officlals,
we have been advised to shun arterials and concentrate on secondary
roads and particularly canals, river and stream beds and proposed
flood control corridors. Accordingly, we have drawn up a plan for a
Valley of the Sun Circle Trall, some iSO miles in length, which would
encircle the Valley and tie together all eity and county parks which
are sultable for hiking and riding.

The proposed Trail would run from Granite Reef Dam along the
Arizona Canni to its termination at 75th Avenue, south along Skunk
Creek, New River and the Agua Fria to the Salt ﬁiver, through the
Gila ﬁivﬂr Indian Reservation to South Mountain Park, through the
Park and north again along the Canal system.

We have received such excellent cooperation that we are now
assured of about three=fourths of the trail. The first segment became
a reality when the City of Phoenix put in good condition the east-
west trail through South Mountein Park, some of which had fallen into
disrepair in the years since it was constructed under the C.CusCe, and
some of which had been obliterated by new roads cutting through %ha
park.

Through the superb cooperatlvrn of th

gatur-Gait-River Ppojecte
permission has been obtained to add some 100 miles of tralls along
canal bankse It is high time that our Canal system was recognized
for what it ise~ & tremendous asset for recreation and a thing of
beauty=-- sparkling water in an arrid land., Incidentally, we appeal
to landowners whose property abuts canal banks, elther to leave the
natural sereen of mesquite, catclaw and Palo Verde, or to beautify
the ecanal banks by the planting of oleander or other hedges or trees.
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Stone walls, chain link fences and unsightly industrial areas can
soon transform a lovely stream into a dirty diteh.

After exploratory talks with the individual councilmen most
directly concerned, we have formally requested permission from the
Gila River Indian Community Council to follow a trail across the
3ila River Indian Reservation. Our representative was received with
courtesy and interest, and we are hopeful that our requast will te
granted.

The remaining segment needed to complete the Circle Trail lies
along the course of Skunk Creek, New River and the Agua Fria River
south to the Salt River. These are unproductive lands because heavy
storms can at any time convert them into raging streams. The stream
beds are, however, privately owned, and we have been informally ad-
vised by Phoenix Title and Trust Co. that there may be as many as
500 property owners to seek out in this area. Inasmuch zg this would
appear to be beyond our capabilities as private citizens, we may wish
to select an alternate route, lying as close as feasibls to the stream
beds. Ve wish to ascertain whether the County would consider granting
a trall right of way elong a north=south avenue from th: Arizona Canal
Lo the Salt River. as a tentative suggestion, we propose the followlng:
75th Avenue from the Arizona Canal to Bethany Home Koad, west on
Bethany Home Road along the Grand Canal to 107th Avenue, south on
107th Avenue to McDowell, west on McDowell to El Mirage, south on
E1l Mirage to the vieinity of the Salt River.

Treeway Threat

We had no sooner obtained permission to include canal banks
as part of the Cirele Trail than we discovered that we would shortly
ne uhable to cross the Black Canyon Highway. Bridges have already
been bullt channeling the canal under the soon-to-=be-extended freze
waye. This bottle neck and others which will develop every time s
new freeway crosses the route of the Cirele Trail have been discussed
with County, State and Federal Highway engineers and here again, we
are confldent that a way will be found to permit hikers and horsemen
%0 cross the freeways.

Accesg to Parks

Once we are successful in establishing our Valley of the Sun
Cirecle Trail, we shall seek to tie into it all existing city and
county parks and Indian Reservations which are suitable for hikingz
and riding. On the fringes of the proposed trail are Squaw Peak
Park, Estrella Mountain Park, the Gila River Indian Reservation,
South Mountain Park, Papago Park, the Salt River and McDowell Indian
Reservations. We will also seek a connecting link to the McDowell
lHountain Regional Park, Thunderbird Park, Lake Pleasant Regional Park,
and White Tank Mountain Regional Park.

Flood Contro)] System

We have appeared before you previously to request that s trail
N be placed along one bank of the proposed Indian Bend Wash Flcod Control
~ T Corridor, ané-we will study other proposed flood control corridors to

see how ihey may fit in with our overall plan for a trails system.

Verde and Salt River Trails

Because -of the necessity of water for horses, it is logiecal that
we seek to establish tralls along canals or natural water ways. Hence
our plans will encompass a trail north along the Verde River and east
along the Salt River and 1ts system of lakes.



Black Mountain Trall

We have requested that a trail be placed along Black Mountain
Road and suggest that an eight-foot right-of-way be left for a trail,
separated from the roadway by a parkway, burm or ditch, depending
upon the topography and land avallable, We understand that you have
given informal approval to this proposal. We now request your formal
approval. If this permission is granted, we shall then seek to tie
the Valley of the Sun Circle Trail to th2 Black Mountain Trall, and
we are currently investigating means by which this may be done.

Squaw Peak Park

Qur other principal objective is the estension of Squaw Peak
Parke Thils matter concerns the City of Phoenix more than Maricopa
County, since it is now within the jurisdiction of the City. However,
we wan% you to know that we consider the expansion of this park to be
vital to the future of North Phoenix, Sunnyslope, Paradise Valley,
and Scottsdale. If sufficiently enlarged, it can serve North Phoenlx
as South Mountain Park serves South Phaanix, Certainly, it is stra=-
tegically located near the fabulous resort area around Camelback
Mountain. The park, which the County acquired in the first place
through the courtesy of Mrs. Howard Smith end the Arizona Biltmore
Hotel (by assigniﬂg their grazing leases to the Countyfor a park),
now consists of 546 acres. It includes most, but not all, of Squaw
Peak (the lower slopes to the south sre privately owned). Immediately
to thenorth are 599 acres of Federal land now tled up in homestead
applications which Phoenix is trying to aequire. If successful, the
park would then consist of some 1100 acres out of the 3,000 potential
undeveloped acres in the area. This would compare with 14,000-acre
South Mountain Park.

Even though the additional 599 Federal acres are acquired, other
lands should be added to make the park an entity: the southern slopes
of the Squaw Peak which include the much used trail to the top(if this
is impossible, perhaps the trailitself might be dedicated); the valley
east of Squaw Peak and the western slopes of the mountains east of
Squaw Peak necessary to permit privacyg an area northeast of the
present park which would connect it with the Federal lands immediately
north without the necessity of climbing over the back of the mountain.
Every parcel of land which can be added to the park by Federal, State,
County, City or private action will add immensely to 1ts usefuineas.

Cogt

The trails system outlined above sounds like an ambitious under-
taking. Actually, it need cost the county nothing. It 1s not necess-
ary to build trails. Horses and hikers can make thelr own, and members
of the Trails Committee have access to earth-moving machinery if that
is required. It is not now necessary to beautify tralls. Private
initiative and civiec organizations can take care of thils plecemeal,
with a considerable assist from Mother Nature. But is 1s necessary
now to have the grand vislon of a parks system tied together by a
trails network. The right-of-ways must be provided now or it will be

—_forever too late.

Pregent [o) @

We wish to present two petitions, each bearing epprozimately
1,000 signatures. One petition requests the enlargement of Squaw Peak
Park, It is addressed to the Supervisors of Maricopa County and the
City council of Phoenix and reads as follows:

We, the undersigned, believe that the undeveloped land
around Squaw Peak is a natural park area of inestimable
value to Phoenix, and to the citizens of Maricopa County.
We urge you to make every effort to add as much land as
possible to the present small Squaw Peak Park.
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The second petition is addressed to the Supervisors of
llarlcopa County, the City Councils of Phoenix, Glendale, Scottsdale,
Tempe, Mesa, Toileson_anﬂ Paradise Valley, it reads as follows:

We, the undersigned, are interested in having each of you
consider our plea for adequate bridle tralls throughout
the Salt River Valley area. We feel that consideration
should be given to thls immedlately before horses are
foreced out of the communities.

This petition 1s addressed to you as the governing bodies
of your respective municipalitles, be it a town, city, or
county. We respectfully request that you eoordinate your
street and highway departments, your parks and recreatlon
departments and your planning and zoning commissions to
the extent that a thorough study is made and plans adopted
for proper bridle paths in the immediate future.

We believe 1t is to the advantage of the communities of
the Salt River Valley that this planning be commenced
immediately.

Most of the 1,000 signatures on these petitlons are those of
horsemen, and we present these requests as members of the Tralls
Committee of the Arizona State Horsemen's Assoclation. But we
firmly believe that our proposals would gain equal support among
Boy and Girl Scouts, Indian Guides and Campfire Girls, members of
the Audubon Soclety and Federation of Garden Clubs, among landscape
architects and rock hounds and all manner of youngsters and
oldsters who enjoy the out-of=-doors,

Room _for Beauty

There has been much talk lately of the need for beauty in our
urban areas. Our plea to you, not merely as horsemen but as parents
and citizens, 1s simply this: leave room for recreation and bteautye.

Dorothy V. Gilbert (Mrs. E.R.)
Chairman, Trails Subcommittee
Region I




PETITION

TO: THE HONORABLE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF MARICOPA COUNTY
CITY COUNCIL OF PHOENIX

Gentlemen:

We, the undersigned, believe that the undeveloped land
around Squaw Peak 18 a natural park area of inestimable value to
Phoenix, and to the citizens of Maricopa County. We urge you to
make every effort to add as much land as possible to the present
small Squaw Peak Park,.
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From Cedric Austin, April 9, 1963

Thuiﬂity has wrtten Washington and had conferences with the Bureau of Land Management

recently to see how negotiations are coming along regarding amcquisition of 599 acres

of Deredal land., There are hitches and it looks as though some private claims will

be a1lowed,

The City ocan't trade South Mountain land without an Act of Congress because the
land is patented for park purposes but reverts to Federal Govermment (eck) if it
is not used for that purpose.

The City has $2,000,000 budgeted in 1961 bond issue for land acquieition and
this money oannot be siphoned off for any other purpose. Of this, $400,000 is
available but it is pretty much committed to parks in West Phoenix, Paradiee
Valley and South Phoenix (some land will cost as much as $5,000 an acre).

Austin doesn't feel that the “ouncil would go along with their desire to
buy Squaw Peak land at high prices since there already is a perk in that area.

I askedhim if 2,000 people had signed any other petition to amequire a given
park. He said there had been signatures in Maryvale, South Phoenix, etec., but
didn't say how many.

The City must some day biy Squaw Peak sined it is now only leased from the
State. But it is a commercial lease and the City can do whatever it wishes with
the land. When improvements hwwe been put in, then anyone bidding against the
City would have to buy =much improvements which would make it prohibitively
expensive, 't is possible that the tate might sell off uquaw .eak land to private
interests but iustin thinks there would be such a squakk they wouldn't dare,

he 2,000,000 bond money is available in approximately the following manner
ek)s: 1962. $400,000; 1963= $300,000; 1964= _300,000; 1965- 300,000; 1966 ,300,000;

$967- 400,000,



IN REPLY REFER TO:
UNITED STATES 6400 (L&)
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

3022 Federal Building
Phoenix 25, Arizona

June 18, 1963

Mr. Robert W, Dressel

State Trails Chairman

Arizona State Horsemen's Association
4536 E, Calle Redonda ,

Phoenix 18, Arizona

Dear Mr. Dressel:

Thank you for your letter dated June 12, 1963 concerning the proposed
Squaw Peak Park to be developed by the City of Phoenix.

As you are probably aware, approximately 290 acres of public lands are
involved in the proposed Park, and these have been classified under
the Recreation and Public Purposes Act as being suited for use for
recreation purposes. The City does not have application filed for the
lands, however their interest was the basis for our classification to
set aside and protect them. Numerous conflicts for the lands exist
which must be resolved prior to any final action being taken by this
office. For example, the many mining claims located on the lands must
be investigated and a determination made as to their validity. 1In
addition, the State has made Indemnity Lieu Selection on a portion of
the lands, and also have a State Exchange embracing part of them. A
flood control structure has been proposed for a portion of the lands
and this part is under withdrawal to the Bureau of Reclamation.

All of these conflicting requests for the lands must, by law, be con-
sidered on their individual merits so that the greatest public benefits
will be derived from the development and use of the lands, and to in-
sure that all valid rights are properly protected,

We certainly appreciate your interest in this property, and I wish to
assure you that we are well aware of the City's interest and are adjust-
ing the conflicts as expeditiously as possible, and with care to deter-
mine that the disposition of the land is to the public's interest.

Sincerely yours,
h??}fj%ZZE:EP!folﬁzlrwhmﬂf/

Martin W. Buzan (,)
Acting State Director

cc: District Manager -
Phoenix Office
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ARIZONA STATE HORSEMEN’S ASSOCIATION

7000 EAST BERNEIL DR.
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA

NEED FCR A LARGFR SOQUAW PEAK PARK
A Pre&entat¢an by the A Arizona State Horsemen's Association before the
Phoenix Parks Board, Dec. 5, 1963

The Arizona State Horsemen's Association has been trying contin-
uously since February, 1961, to have Squaw Peak Park grestly enlarged
to make it comparable to South Mountain Park. Despite these efforts,
not one acre has been added to the Park during that time.

Size

The present Park consists of 546 acres and includes chiefly
the slopes of Squaw Peak, itself. It does nct, however, include the
lower slopes to the southwest over which passes the heavily traveled
trail tc the top. There are approximately J,000 acres of undevelopecd
land in the area. This does not compare in size with 14,000-acre
South Mountain Park, but if left in its natural state wauld bz com-
parable in the* type 'of cutdoor recreaticn it would afford.

Our efforts have been devoted 1) to seeing that ad
rzl land in the area (some 599 acres) is added; 2) to
iticn of private lands in the area. Ideally, the park

st of 2,000 acres. It should contain 2 minimum of 15
@il rights should be acquired in the remaining area.

moortance

Tourists. Three to four million tourists visit Maricopa County
nnually, adding $150,000,000 te its economy. Squaw Peak is adjacent
o the resort cantb+ of the Valley where millions of dollars have

een ipvested in order to bring more millicns into the area.

Ok m
'LI

Phoenix spends a great deasl of money on western publicity
but fails to give ‘proper attention to retaining the unique western
attractidns which are advertised. Our tourists can play golf at home,
sez a stage show, visit a.museum, shop in a fTancy store. But they
cannot hike or ride into thz desert, climb aboard a hay wagon, enjoy
a chuck wagon spread while' the sun sets behind a big saguaro.

Last year, the Arizona Biltmore Hotel sent cut 2400 riders into
the Squaw Peak area. Camelback Inn sent riders en three-hour circle
tours of the region. Bob's Arizona Manor Stables sent out 5,200
riders. Cactus Rock Lodge sent out 10,800. Riders from Paradise Inn,
Jokeke, and Royal Palms are now finding it almost impossible to ride
around Camelback Mountain. Will it soon be the same story with Squaw Peak?

~esidents. Squaw Peak is an ideal park site situated as it is
:tween the populous area of North Phoenix and burgesconing Paradise
4;ﬁ_ey which anticipates some 300,000 inhesbitzrnts. Phcoenix is growing



too rapidly and too solidly for its own ultimate gocd. The Queen

City of the wide open spaces is becoming just 2 hocge podge of

houses, apariments, shopping centers and gas stations, It is losing
the qualities which attracted pecple tc it in the first pleca, Left

in its natural state, the Squaw Peak area could be a place for the
next generaticn of Scouts and Compfire Birls, hikers, riders, picnick-
ers and campers to seek their recreastion. This generation owes this
park to the next generztion,

Western Aimosphere. Eightypercent of thes western publicity
pictures taken by the Chamber of Commerce criginate near Squaw Peak,
This area is a backbone of our biggest civic celebraticn, our Rodeo.
Last ysar, Cactus Stable slone furnished E£5 horses, 14 flatbeds for
floats, and teams toc pull the Jaycee and Goldwater stage coaches,
Each season it sends 25 cx 30 hay wagons to the Biltmore to haul
guests to the barbecus pits. It furnished a2 four-up for the opening
of Saks Fifth Avenue., If Dreamy Draw is paved, if Old Shea Blvd. is
cut off by mining claims, if riders are E&pa:&uEd from their trails

by Paradise Farkway, all this typical Western activity will cease.
Already the hay rides which Arizona Manor Stzbles used to send out:-
alcng ths Arizona Eanal have come to a halt by the closing of the
canal road,

Just west of Squaw Peak is the Western Saddle Club, largest and
most active in the Valley. This club, devoted to the recreation of
riding, is not even permitted to stable horses on its grounds.,

.

emen's Association

Efforts of the Hofs
Trails LCommittee Resolution. At its or-anizational meeting in
February, 1981, the Tra‘ls Committee adopted the following resolution:

it is recommended by this committee that the City

of Phoenix acquire as much land as possible to ex-
tend Sguaw Peak Park, zlsa that the City provide a
bridle trail along Glendzle Avenue from the canal

bank and 16th Street toc Tatum Boulevard.

In March, 19681, a letter was addressed to Richard Burgess,
Chairman of Parks and Playgrounds cof the Phoenix Growth Cpmmittee
asking for a system of trails and an enlarged Squaw Peak Park. Letters
ot support were presented by Judson 5:huc_, Camglback Inn, the Arizona
Ziltmore Hotel; a2 resclution of support was passed by Madison Meadows
FT« Bgard., A telegram'was sent by the Federation of Garden Clubs, But
the only result was the reply from Mr, Burgess that his committee
was not in a position to consider any specific projects,

Presentations, Oral and written presentations have been made to
Maricopa County Parks and Recreation Commission and the Maricopa County
Becard of Supervisors. The County has responded by setting up 2 County-
wide Hiking and Riding Trails Committee, but has taken no action an
oquaw Pegak because it is no longer within their jurisdiction.

Cral and written presentaticns have been made to a group of key
City officials and tec Phoenix City Council. The City has repaired and
rebuilt the east-west trail through South Mountain Park, has reaffircmad
its support of Central Avenue bridle path and cnaperated in the planting
s there. It hes alsoc granted us a spoke trail along the
Mar nd Avenue right-ocf-way from the Arizona Cansl tc Lirmccoln Drive,
thus tying the Valley of the Sun Circle Trail to Squaw Psak Park. En-
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i
trance inte the park is now being hamstrung by 2 new subdivision,
Indian Hills, building directly acrasc our trail an +the north side
ef Linceoln,

A presentation has zlsc bzen made to the Arizona Consarvation
Council, which was recently very influentisl in defeating before the
Phoenix Zoning Board an application for commercial zoning north of
Lincoln ﬁlrecLly in front of Squaw Peak% Park.

Letters., Cur desire for a larger Squaw Peak Park has been brought
to the at:ertiun of many through letters: Mayor Fardian, Sheriff Cal
Boies, Secretary of State Wesley Bolin, Gavernor Fannin, Senators

-~

Hayden and Goldwatsr, Congressman Rhodes, Congressman Udell and Congress-
man Senner, and maiy others. We have W“lt en Secretary of the Interier
Udall and others on his staff repeatedly in an effort to speed transfer
of Federal land to the City of Phoenix.

Land Trades, Some time before there was any discussion of trading
public Tor private land on.'Camelback Mountain, we had explored this
possibility for Squaw Pesk with Pred Eldean of the John H. Page Land
Co. He offersed to help work out such trades, bSut this offer was in vain

because the Department of the Interior decided Squaw Peak was a matter

to be handled locally, the State Land Department believed enabling

legislation was ne‘cessary, and such legislation has not yet been enacted.

Use Euruev.Interle?z with €ch's Arizona Manor Stables, the Arizona
Biltmcre Hotel, Cactus Rock Lodge, Camelback Inn, Walter Martin's
Training Stables, and Cactus Stables revealed that last year, more
than 22,000 people went on hay rides in +the Sguaw Peak areas, while
some 45,000 peoples rented horses., There is, of course, no way of de- .
tarm1nlrg how many priwvate horse ocwners rode north from Phoenix and
south from Paradiss Vallay.

Petitions. We have secured 1300 signatures on a petiticn asking
that Sguaw Peak Park be enlarged. These are mostly thke signatures cf
hcr:aven, for no general circulation of the petition was zttempted.
Conclusziaon

Because of ths importance of the Squaw Peak area to the tourist
bu,ineas,tu the recreation of local residents, the western atmosphere
ef Phoenix, its biggest civic enterprise, the rodeo, end because all

stiemptis at land trades have failed, we urge the Phoenix Parks Board
to give serious consideration to uhe purchese of land in this area.
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