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Speaking of 

MOVIE 
By Joun T. McManus 

Communique on ‘China Girl’ 
In the light of new and i 

munique on the subject of China 
1g com- 
and the 

movies we make about her, it appears now 
that China Girl, playing at the , is not 

-Fox, 
the studio which so zealously ‘bun: at 
least two previous movies ing with 
feactitior thes United Nations f 
boggled still another. © 

is communique, from a tested Ameri- 
can friend and interpreter of China who 
pxefers to stay anonymous in the field of 
movie criticism, makes it pretty clear that 
20th Century-Fox ia ie Saag Te- 
search department fail p to con- 
sullayen tat initia -a-thanr-ot” Chica “as 

ly, has 

background for China Girl. There are more 
serious derelictions, but let’s let the com- 
munique speak for itself: 
eee ames os ain ci nok ven 

know the simplest geography. They show 
in Liuchow, a city in Kwangsi 

ary 

they shall land up in China—in Kunming 
. They have quite an argu- 

ment about this, and finally ide to land 
in Kunming. Kunming and Yunnan are two 
names for the same city! 

film shows an air-raid on a school 
the Chinese girl and her father are 
war orphans. The bombs rain 
the I, wrecking it, killing 
children. The girl and her father 

ordering the children 
to continue studying. 
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thediately, which seemed to indicate some- 
thing genteel. But she cuddled up and be- 

‘ing a second time, dl bape inte 
fhoughoee "Now “kissin in China is an 
act confined to the bed-room of married 

3 it is, badly aking, consid- 
ae ng yan ae Pee 3 
shocking to me; for I could see what a 
harmful effect it would have if sent to 
China; and because it gives a totally false 
idea of China. I hated it also because girls 
of all races seem to be considered Aphro- 

“In line with this same protest, I also 
object to an injection of sex in the China 
War. Hollywood corrupts the American 
people, but I object to corrupting them in 
the name of a a that has fought the 
Japanese for six years.” 
This is all pretty stinging stuff, and cal- 

culated to make a movie critic, or any 
moviegoer for that matter, feel a little sheep- 
ish for falling for the superficial excitements 
of a movie that so thoughtlessly misinter- 
ets, another race in terms of our own loose- 

Pecctied morality. But the sheepish feel- 
ing is not important. What is i 

that one of the best-heeled Hol 
studios can be depended on for an 
job of research and an honest attempt to 
understand other races. This ition of 
integrity is no more unreasonable that our 
expectation that what we buy for sugar, 
for example, will not turn out to be ground 
glass or Krazy Water Crystals. 

This same studio has’ pulled muffs like 
this three times now.‘The Lrst-was on Latin 
America; another was on Iceland, with a 
film so offensive the OWI prevented it from 
ever reaching the isle; and now 
on China. In the usual way, three 
strikes are wy out. 
But far being out, 20th Century- 

Fox is one of the Tendtag fomenters oe 
test in Holl against the simple sug- 
ptt that the Office of War Information 

“permitted” to appraise all script dealing 

is pro] E say, is an attempt to 

abridge the pein ned freedom e ex- 
pression. 

Actually, if abhor ition with 
the OW ss bf Tally roducers 
ought to get and ration themselves 
to one simple for all—the freedom 
to make honest films. ‘ 

shown falling in with this hero almost | that joers go to the movies with cer- 
aia sigan easing to Khitan pit t trusts—trusting, for example, 
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