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<e ISS SMEDLEY doesn’t seem 
to think much of marriage,” 

fore going back to school. 
“No,” I agreed wryly, “she 

doesn't.” 
Agnes came out to China the 

year Cynthia was born. I remember _ 
very well her biting seorn for mere 

Then as now, though, more in 
the book than in person. Earl Leaf, 
reviewing “Battle Hymn‘of China” 
for this paper last week, accuses 
Agnes of mellowing, since now she 
actually likes certain individual 
missionaries and Kuomintang offi- 
cials. But I have known Agnes 
Jonger—anyway, longer ago—than 
Earl ‘has, and I can testify that 
even in the 1920s Agnes could be 
gentle with individual wives, though 
wives as a class she seems to de- 
spise most of all. 
“For women,” she says.in this 

J 

good idea? One “St. Agnes” around 
an army camp is an inspiration; 
‘ut would Chu Teh hand out spir-! 
ited stallions to all the American | 
club-women lectures to and 
scorns, if they left their children 
to flock to the Red Army? 

I am not belittling Agnes’s work. 
I am, maybe, suggesting that she 
should not belittle mine. But what 

hedonists out for excitement to sin- | 
cere crusaders like Agnes, and none 
of them fit in very well with rais- 

‘hilarated by the Shanghai war, “I 
can stand anything but monotony.” 

wee 
IS, TO fifteen-years-old as to 

her ex-newspaper mother, 
sounds marvelous. But we both 
know it won't fit with formulas, 
vitamins, school hours, measles. 
Maybe some of those clubwomen 
you despise, Agnes (after all they 
‘did come to hear you), are trying 
harder than you know to fit a -so- 
cial consciousness into their chil- 
-dren’s schedules. 
What shall I tell Cynthia, Agnes? 

‘We need leaders like you, but 
where is your working pattern for 
cus ordinary” 1? You resent 
‘your own neglected childhood; you 
chave great tenderness for children. 
Shall the state rear them? But 
even bearing them involves that 
sex relationship .to-.which you] A 

yourself. What shall we . put in 
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