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872 Partridge
lenlo FPark Caglif
Dear ..Angus, Sept 350, 1943

You asked me what I thought of ,Agges Smedley's book,
I had not seen it but yesterday I got it and read it most of
the night, I don't think there ere words to tell what I think
of it, It is not only the best book on Chine; i% is the :
book on China now...I say this, heving written two books
China which were not bad, but rather useful....But mine, 1 all
the others, was over-simplificetion. It wes about ‘hins from the -
outgide,.This book is Ching-Glinm itself--from the inside..

It is much better than sgnes' past books. Those were

all partisl piletures, both in that they were done about small §r
parte of China, end beceuse they were done under heat of ey
pertisanship....This book still has the emotiocnel loyalties that
Agneg always had,..But instead of sceing things in black and
white---with ‘uominteng all bad and sighth Route uléood, she
sees things in the round..She sees the complexities the world
of China,,She sces an honest, able general, appointed by &w,
end fipally overwhelmed b the corruption around him; she sees
Ur Lim striving under impoe sible fmxx conditions for a good
lled Cross; she sees & Lhinese & ldier who whispers: 'It 1s so litile;
it is for my country', end dies..es. : e

L emZ P98%c thue inner feelings of these people; at the
some time she sees and feels them from the outvside, philosophivally,
their plage in hietory, in the omard iereh of mankind,..You get - =
not only Chine, but the universal humsn tregedy and dignity, ‘
in & hundred episodes such ss that scldier who died for a country
that had given him nothing whatever except just this chance to die.,.
You get the unbearable picture of humen corruption---npt just as
an anti-Kuominteng slogen, as it wee in her earlier books,

but as e complex rotting-away of old sceiety, causing -u.itm

of humen tragedies @8 it rotB....it the same time you get the

strength of and beauty of the common people, giving their lives - .

in heroic and patient sescrifice for a future they will never see,..
and so0 1ru"d.hgly some day overwhelming thet ancient corruptiom.

I hope our gooi friends in the Lest will not let their
meny past disagreements with Agnes, or some of the ninor -digs she
gives in thie book, prevent their reelizing what this book really
does for our joint worldwide struggle, what a place :it gives
the Chinese people, and what real eppreciation it inspires
for ell those farces which struggle forwerd in Chine endthe world,

YO\I.I'J. . ?
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