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her sixth year, and remember she did not begin as we did with six months of phoney

war. In the first four months alone Peking, Tientsin, Shanghai and the new capital,

Nanking, had all gone, 500,000 of her soldiers had been killed or wounded, and
half a hundred millien people were on the move from their homes in search of safety
in the hidden villages of China or in the Far Western Provinces.

About this time Madame Chiang Kai-shek stood one evening on a hill looking down
on the wide Yangtze valley, watching the men and women at work in the fields, the
busy boats, the tireless load carriers. ‘ Don’t you think’, she said, ‘it is our common
people who make China unconquerable ? ° Madame Chiang used a Chinese word which

I N Britain we have not yet completed our third year of war. But China begins today

Chinese peasants irrigating their soil by a primitive
water-wheel which' they, work with their feet. * For
these men soldiering is a strange adventure, some-
thing that must pass. and .one day be over and
they can go back to the old village and the old
people, to wife and children, ox and furrow once
again ’

Popper

carry them to market. I know how good it is to
come out of the heat of the forenoon for your
first meal of hot rice and vegetable. I know
also the long goodness of the evening when in
a smoke-filled room you eat again, the same
food, but hot and filling and consoling at the
day’s end.

Nurses, enlisted by Madame Chiang Kai-shek, dressing
wounds in a Chinese military hospital. In the first four months
of the war with Japan 500,000 Chinese soldiers were killed
or wounded : and in addition the army suffers severely from

dysentery and malaria
Muir

means much more than our English term, the common
people. In Cantonese we have a rather different term
for the ordinary man—we call him siu-yan, the man with
little. It is the men with little possessions or none, with
little wealth or none, with little but their lives to give
for their country, the millions of China, who are today
still fighting against the invading armies of Japan.

I know the feel of the quiet villages these Chinese
soldiers come from—the homes and fields which are
always in their hearts and minds as they march or fight
or lie in hospital. I know the damp feel of the first
morning light when you rouse the bullock and with the
plough over your shoulder lead him by the nose, slow,
but oh so sure, to the wet mud of the rice fields. I know,
because I also keep pigs, what it means when they farrow
well and the baskets of manure pile up—so that the rice
will not grow yellow and frail but strong and green and - T LA : 3 ‘
vigorous. I can see now the smooth jerking swing of the Wome.n harvesting rape. The girl in the middle is threshing by treading the plants with her

. feet,
pole and the two baskets full of yellow grain as they eet, and the elder women then collect the separated seed et fjeay






	Index X - 78 - 43. The Listener - July 9, 1942 - London - B.B.C. &quot;The Chinese Soldier&quot; - Broadcast by the Bishop of Victoria, Hong Kong on July 7, 1942
	X - 78 - 43. The Listener - July 9, 1942 - London - B.B.C. &quot;The Chinese Soldier&quot; - Broadcast by the Bishop of Victoria, Hong Kong on July 7, 1942 unnumbered 1
	X - 78 - 43. The Listener - July 9, 1942 - London - B.B.C. &quot;The Chinese Soldier&quot; - Broadcast by the Bishop of Victoria,Hong Kong on July 7, 1942 unnumbered 2

