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|Agnes Smedley
| Terms Equality
|Goal of Chinese

.|series of Book and Author Lunch-

|don’t want our yoke fastened on

Book and Author Luncheon
Also Hears Lieut. Brown
and Stewart Holbrook

China’s future, the invasion of
Sicily and the need for saving

discussed yesterday as the sixtle

eons, sponsored jointly by the
American Booksellers Association
and the New York Herald Tribune,
opened at the Astor.

The three speakers who ad-
dressed an audience of 1,700 guests
were Agnes Smedley, author of
“Battle Hymn of China”; Stewart
Holbrook, author of “Burning an
Empire,” which was published
yesterday, and Lieutenant John
Mason Brown, U. S. N. R., whose
book “To All Hands” will be pub-
lished on Nov. 8.

Miss Smedley, who lived in China
for twelve years and traveled ex-
tensively with €hinese armies and
guerrilla units, described the needs
and ultimate aims of China, as
they were explained to her by,
soldiers and officials throughout
China.

“Out of Asia will emerge a great
new civilization, and it may depend
on us what it will be,” she declared.
“They want freedom from all racial
and color prejudice. They want|
freedom from white men, or the

America’s forests were the topicsk

he Sixth B and Autl_wr Luncheon Series

At the luncheon at the Astor yesterday, left to right, Agnes Smedley, author of “Battle ;:..ﬂ?gw
Stewart Holbrook, author of “Bur ring an Empire”; Irita Van Doren, editor of the New York Herals
Tribune Weekly Book Review, and Lieutenant John Mason Broswn, U. 8. N. R., author of “To All Hands”

ambitions of yellow men. They

them again.
Soldier’s Outline of Aims

Miss Smediey said a Chinese
soldier told her: “After the war
there are going to be no very rich
nor very rich people in China. We
are all going to be equal. There
will be work for everybody and
everybody will get an education
free.”

To this she added: “If you take
that, plus the socialized medicine
and industrial co-operatives China
is developing, I think you see what
she hopes to achieve.”

The invasion of Sicily was
described by Lieutenant Brown,
who was a “battle announcer” on
the flagship of the United States
Atlantic Fleet Amphibious Force,
which participated in the invasion.
Lieutenant Brown is a former
drama critic of “The New York
World-Telegram.”

Describing the action of enemy
guns, planes and searchlights,
Lieutenant Brown asserted that
“the invasion of Sicily wasn't a
pushover to those who were there.”
Eleven men were killed on his ship,

he said, and he witnessed a direct
hit on the destroyer Maddox near
by. “Our moment of delivery
came,” he said, “when a flight
of British Spitfires approached,
sweepifig the sky clear of Mes-
serschmitts.”

The exhilaration men feel under| ings last year. The low altitude of
fire, Lieutenant Brown said, comes the 'ﬂ’
go;::ﬂ;&e i‘lim??le and re: action of fight ted
e we happen to be for the ineffectiveness J l -n“r“
L.t;czt:‘iegimwihhin the parentheses he reported. o
; es,” Mrs, Irita Van
‘My conviction is that, unless the New York Dgrr:l':f e‘.l‘I‘J%ltMlJ1::.\aM
wetshare passionately in this pres- Weekly Book Regw, Dpresided at
ent, we can never have the hope the luncheon. Guests at the speak-
%tltxhrg right to share in the better ers’ table included Herschel Brick-
- which we hope will follow ell, cultural relations officer of the
'Lie:t:gg;t Brown’s functi a1 rmmm mcm,lb:
the ship wsstokeepﬂmefne?i: miﬁﬁﬁp e

formed of up-to-the-minute de-
velopments at sea, in the air and
::a gxore hgh a i;xiies of news broad-
over the 'S -address
. p’s public-ad
The importance of the -
west forests to the war eﬂoﬁorat;‘d
the fight to protect them from fire
were discussed by Mr. Holbrook
whose new book is g history of
American forest fires. Mr, Hol-
brook is director of the anti-
forest-fire program in the State
of Washington,
One Japanese plane
set all the Westgrn wgglud ul;?r:e
Mr. Holbrook said, discussing the
three Japanese incendiary bomb-
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