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OPINION 

On Educating 

The Army 
T read in yesterday's PM the eye-wit- 

ness stories of how the American boys 
fought at Salerno, They are doing well, 
these privates and sergeants from Day- 
ton and Brooklyn, from Crab Orchard and Harpersville and all the other Ameri- 
can places, They have emerged from the 
fiery furnace to say that the German 
makes a good soldier, but is not as hot 
as he is cracked up to be. They will have 
even more trials to go through. How 
well have we prepared them? 
Our greatest success with them has been a technical one, in teaching the young bodies new skills and hardi a in channeling their native toughness to the best effect, in training hand and nerve and eye; our greatest failure with them has been a social one, in teaching them about their world and their faith| | ~—the things that cannot be found in the Army manual, and are too intangible to be reduced to rule and rote, 
What Makes Them Tick 

1 am not saying that our soldiers and | Maurice Hindus, who has seen the Red sailors and fliers Jack sustaining roots.|Armyman at close range, is impressed They have them. They have home, gang, | with its training in morale. As the Rus- girl, college, union, community; they are| sians sweep the Germans before them, moved by two primary drives, One is not day after day, let us remember that they | to let down the folks at home, to do them fight out of a vast hatred, a deep convic- proud. The second is their instinct of] tion, a great hope. Agnes Smedley has workmanship: They have a job to get {old ws in her current book Bate Tiymin over with, and they want to do it quickly na {Knopf ),how hungry "the | and well, 
(sr ese soldiers are for the nourishment But they will need more before they} ideas, And Reinhold Niebuhr has just are wholly through, these youngsters, the British do these things far better 

The soldiers in a great army must have | ¢}, a belief in themselves and their world. They need a knowledge of what enemies threaten their world, and (above all) they must understand what the enemy prin-| Surely not because there is no problem ciple is. They need a belief in the su-/to be met. The boys in the ranks are periority of ‘their world to others, | riddled with confusions, An h 
confidence about its chances for growth heat, a society, ei ee 
and about their own Opportunities in it, 
Do our boys have this? I don’t think j, 

that in man 

letters from soldiers to know what a ter- rible waste of human im ulses there is in the Army, what a see e frustration of social energies. The boys who have the But there has bee; 
bursting idealism that makes 

is quenched in a sea of apathy. 

Ideas Are Equipment 

a little kit of fishing equipment into e soldier's knapsack nee he is shipped 

equipped with these than our own Army, 

diers carry over with them from their so. I have seen enough of them to know spss Poisonous hatreds cases those who brought hte i fae 
them up did, in sheer human terms a eg csnons the sediment of Chris first-rate job. But also I have had enough M 

Raeas a ans | just recently, about meeting it. The fact golden yet Perilous 98e—|is that the Army leaders have thought 
these boys are most suspect. Their light of education as trimming and decoration, 

rather than as an inseparable part of a good soldier’s training. They Apia ‘ that all a soldier needs to know is how ‘iend of mine is raising money for|to shoot straight and the- rest is sis the wholly laudable Project of putting| stuff. . — 
as well. For just as education is said to 

abroad. I venture the Suess that even| spoil a good field hand in farming, so 
greater is the need of ideas for the knap-| (their fears tan) it might spoil a good 
sack, . 

soldier, unsettle him, put dangerous 
~ The armies of our Allies are better] thoughts into his head, 

Confusion of Ideas 
Why do our Army leaders hang back? 

es and Jews and labor and the 

The need to be met is great enough, 
nm a reluctance until 

And not only sissy stuff, but risky stuff 

I am glad that the Army has finally 
Entered as Second Class Mat 
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