
VI - 73 D- 34. Smedley, Agnes "War Zone Tour -- Japanese Too Weak To Control 

in North - Behind Battle Lines" - reprint from Manchester 
Guerdian in South China Morning Post, April 13, 1940. 



e
e
e
 

; Japanese Too Weak To 

|their wounded. So in the first days 
:}of September I crossed the Yangtze 
‘with a unit of a Chinese army. 

Control in North 

BEHIND BATTLE LINES 

I have recently travelled through 
a vast region in the rear of the 
Japanese Army of Invasion in China, 
writes Miss Agnes Smedley in the 
Manchester Guardian. Before I un- 
dertook this journey through the re- 
gion referred to by the Japanese as 
their “occupied territory” people 
looked at me ruefully and said it 
would be like going through “dark- 
est Africa” and I would be the first 
foreigner to go there since the war. 
But there were Chinese armies and 
guerillas there, and where they can 
go surely I could go; and there medi- 
cal workers should go to care for 

At midnight we passed between 
two Japanese garrison points on the 
river, each one about one and a 
third mile on either hand of us. 
But the Japanese hug their walled 
defence points at night, and are in 
effect within them. The 
nights belong to the Chinese, and 
the Japanese fear to venture out. 
Had the ancient walls around Chin- 
ese towns and cities been destroyed 
long ago—as they are being reluct- 
antly destroyed to-day—the Japanese 
could not hold most of the points 
they hold to-day. When we crossed 
the Yangtse the only traitors were 
the moon and the dogs that yelped 
from enemy-occupied towns when 
they heard the distant thud of our 
soft-soled feet. 

Missionaries Remain 

It would be a fine journalistic 
“stunt” to boast that I had passed 
through “darkest Africa,” that 
passed through great danger and 
hardship, and that I was the first 
“white man” ever to set foot there. 
Instead, I found an American busi- 

months in_ th 
capital, 

many thousands of acres. Many 
owners have fled to the port cities 
or to the at ree agents to 
collect the rent, which is 50 
ao cent. of the crop. A 

: the Japanese, and some sit on 
the fence, waiting to see which side 
will win. The peasants cultivate 
their land; their sons are 
to fight the Japanese, the older nen 
and young boys are conscripted as 
carriers for the Army and for the 
wounded, and for destruction or re- 
pair of roads. And they must bear 
the full burden of repairing the 
enormous damage done to their 
homes by the Ji . In--other 
words,-~though ivithout ights of 
citizens, they must still pinta the 
full burden of the war while the 
landlords with their sons and 
daughters sit in the far rear or in 
port cities waiting for victory, when 
they can return to their old feudal 

Few people except the 
peasants see anything wrong with 
this. But I have met many Army 
commanders who face this probleru 
clearly and are sunk in depression 
because they have no power to 
change it. For the armies are 
ordered to fight only and to leave 
administrativy wer in the hands 
of politicia e war has made 
colossal changes for the better in the 
minds of many military men. 
Under the shadow of death at all 
times they long for any change of 
any nature that would strengthen 
Chinese resistance. 2But many 

liticians are interested in preserv- 
ing eet. conditions as they were in 
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