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shek had announced that the vast peasant
populations of the interior were China’s new
base. Hankow was an ideal capital, more
easily accessible to all parts of the interior
than either Peiping, Nanking, or Chungking.
Hankow had peasant revolutionary traditions
of nearly a century, dating back to the days
of the Taipings. It had a larger industrial
working class than any Chinese city except
Shanghai. From the military standpoint, the
heroic but bloody defense of Shanghai had
shown China’s weakness in traditional meth-
ods of war, but the sudden emergence of
the Communist-led guerrillas in North China
was giving new hope to the nation. All of
these factors helped to create a new sense of
national unity around Hankow as a center, a
unity in which the Communists played an
important part.

The unity attained in the Hankow period,
however, was never reduced to organized
form. Despite much talk of democracy and
much energetic popular initiative, the Kuo-
mintang Party never recognized as legal any
popular organizations except those which
they themselves initiated and controlled. The
Communist Border District with its capital
at Yenan was never legally recognized. It
was never clearly determined whether the
Communist Party was legal or illegal. It
depended on the will of the local generals,
most of whom suppressed Communists. The
supposed amnesty of 1937 was only partly
carried out; two Americans traveling in 1940
in South Kiangsi found sixty forgotten Com-
munist prisoners in a single prison, held since
1934. (They are still there.) In Hankow it-
self there were assassinations of Communists
and raids on their newspaper by gangsters
alleged to have ties with the secret police of
the Kuomintang. When these matters reached
the attention of the Generalissimo, however,
he usually demanded that the aggressors live
up to the new unity that had been proclaimed.

No governmental machinery had been
established through which unity might be ex-
pressed and questions settled. The ‘“National
Congress” consisted of Kuomintang mem-
bers elected four years previously during
the period of civil war; and some of its
members were and still are in Japanese pup-
pet governments. A constitution making the
Kuomintang the only legal party had been
drawn up, but due to the Japanese invasion
the Congre- had not met to adopt it. Begin-
ning in Hankow, the democratic forces de-
manded a new National Congress based on
popular elections, but the government minis-
ters who had been appointed by the previ-
ous Congress and who would be inevitably
unseated by any new Congress, claimed that
elections could not be held during the war.
The deadlock in which the old Congress
could not be summoned and a new one could
not be elected was partly broken by a new
body, “The People’s Political Council,”
formed during the Hankow period in re-
sponse to popular demand. It has 220 mem-
bers representing practically all the different
political groups in China, but its powers
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Who Is Responsible?

T 1s a powerful, a terribly powerful story
I that Anna Louise Strong has brought
back from China. It is the fullest account
thus far of just how the united front is
breaking down, and New MaAssEs is
happy to reprint it from the March 1941
issue of Amerasia. Some of Miss Strong's
observations will come as news to most
readers, as, for example, the iron-bound
censorship that exists in Chungking, or the
continuing influence of local reactionary
and provincial officials in Chinese life.
Other things which she recalls have been
forgotten in this country, such as the dic-
tatorial character of the Kuomintang, or
the quasi-legality of the Chinese Commu-
nists, even in the last three years.

During the past week, Chiang Kai-shek
is reported to have made “conciliatory”
gestures to the Communists. Insisting that
the dispersal of the New Fourth Army was
just a matter of “discipline,” Chiang of-
fers the mediation of the Peoples Political
Council now meeting in Chungking. But
"the situation seems to be so far gone that
the six Communist representatives to the
People’s Political Council did not attend
its sessions, which means that it cannot
be considered even the partly democratic
body it was. The fact is that the Chinese
Communists have taken a strong stand.
They will not be cajoled by mere language.
They will be convinced by deeds. It is up to
Chiang Kai-shek to oust all the pro-Japa-

_ nese intriguers like his war _minister,

take firm measures toward the democrati-
zation of the nation. It is even probable that
these mellifluous words from Chungking
conceal measures against the Communists
which are already developing in scope.

One of the big questions which Miss
Strong leaves unanswered is the future of
American policy. As our readers know,
British and American stabilization loans to
China were partly responsible for the dis-
persal of the New Fourth® Army., Most
observers agree that these loans served as
a go-ahead signal in Chungking for the
anti-Communist campaign; offers of simi-
lar loans have had the same purpose else-
where, for example in Chile. But the next
steps in American policy are still unclear.
Last week, Lauchlin Currie, one of Roose-
velt's right-hand men, returned from his
flying trip to China, Currie is a fiscal
expert, and the story is that he went to
determine how much American gold was
greasing the palms of corrupt officials in
Chungking. But what were the political
motivations of his mission? Does the United
States really intend to give Japan still
another victory in the form of finally dyna-
miting the united front? Is it too late for
joint action by the Soviet and" American
governments, demanding a cessation of
preparations for civil war? These are the
questions which American friends of China
want answered. For as Miss Strong sug-
gests, the people of China will not be con-
quered by assaults or by stratagems. They
will find new forms, and gather powerful
new friends to resist the enemy within as
well as the enemy from without.

are advisory only and its membership is hand-
picked by the Kuomintang which decides even
who shall represent the Communist Party.
The members of the People’s Political Coun-
cil whom I met in Chungking seemed to be
able and devoted intellectuals greatly dis-
turbed by the growing disunity in China, but
powerless to prevent it. They complained that
they had formed a committee almost a year
ago to investigate the Kuomintang-Commu-
nist friction but the Chungking government
paid no attention to their report.

Chiang Kai-shek’s power obviously does
not rest upon such ineffective fronts of gov-
ernment. It rests upon his armies and his
moral prestige as the symbol of China's
unity. He has no constitutional power to re-
organize the government. He is neither the
president of a democracy nor a fascist dicta-
tor; his status is more like that of the early
kings who emerged from feudalism through
the allegiance of many rival lords. If he
greatly ‘desired, he might get rid of any in-
dividual minister in the government or any
individual general in the army, but only by
political combinations and pressures which
might sap his power in another direction.
He has no conception of what is meant by
“rule of the people”; he once said, “If the
people rule, then how can I rule?”

Moreover, to make changes in a democratic
direction became harder rather than easier
with the lapse of time, For by the time the
government moved to Chungking, it was so
widely accepted as the “Central Government
of China” in a sense which no government
had ever been before, that even those bank-
ers of the coast who were ready to make
terms with Japan felt the authority of
Chungking and returned to it. They resumed
their wonted sway which the fall of Nanking
had temporarily broken. Even the talk of
democracy, which had been so vivid during
the days in Hankow, died. When I visited
Chungking in December 1940 no public meet-
ings were allowed without a representative
of the police, empowered to interrupt the
speech at any moment.,

Ministers who had seemed slated for im-
mediate dismissal during the Hankow period
not only remained, but increased their power.
‘The most notorious case was that of Gen-
eral Ho Ying-chin, Minister of War, by
whom all commands to the armies are issued.
For the past decade he has been famous for
two things: his wars with the Communists
and his agreements with Japan. The 1935
Ho-Umetsu agreement, for instance, gave
Japan such dominance of North China that
it became the cause of student demonstra-
tions against “Japan and Ho Ying-chin.”
Its terms could never be published in China
proper -lest they cause the fall of the Nan-
king government. General Ho was known to
be opposed to the present war with Japan.
Today he signs all the orders that carry it
on. All orders to Communist armies and all
complaints from Communist armies to the
Generalissimo pass through his hands.

When I expressed my amazement in Chung-
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king that a man with this past should be
kept by the Generalissimo in such an im-
portant post, I was told: “Oh, but the Gen-
eralissimo could hardly do without him and
it is not even certain that he could depose
him. General Ho has much closer relations
with all the lower generals than has the Gen-
eralissimo himself.” . . .

MEANWHILE, FAR AWAY from Chungking in
the north and east of China, separated from
“Free China” by Japanese concentrations and
Chinese armed forces alike, the Communist-
led armies rapidly increased. They were as-

signed only to territory which the Japanese °

had already conquered: the Eighth Route in
North China and the New Fourth on the
Lower Yangtze. They were allotted pay for
45,000 soldiers in the Eighth Route and a
much smaller number in the New Fourth.
‘They were, however, allowed to organize
peasant guerrillas and on this basis they
grew rapidly, until by the end of 1940 they
claimed from 500,000 to 600,000 armed but
unpaid men. They campaigned all over Japa-
nese-occupied China, from Manchuria to the
Yangtze, from the Mongolian deserts to the
sea. They penetrated Manchuria to within a
hundred miles of Mukden, and established
contact with 100,000 poorly organized Man-
churian Volunteers. They reached the Shan-

tung coast of Chefoo long
enough to collect customs revenue and run
—_—

In_sever. plo of war supplies from
Shanghai and Tientsin, They disrupted
apanese rail communications on all sides of
Peiping and put up proclamations inside the
city walls. Extending southward the Eighth
Route eventually made contact with the
New Fourth Army, which in its turn was
expanding along the entire Yangtze Valley
from the area north of Shanghai to districts
almost as far inland as Hankow.

This “unruly expansion” was the chief
thing held against the Communist armies by
Chungking officials with whom I talked in
December 1940. Both Sun Fo and Pai
Chung-hsi told me that if the Communists
would remain in the areas assigned them,
organize only the authorized number of
troops, and obey the local magistrates ap-
pointed by Chungking, there would be no
trouble. But the Communists were faced with
ever-increasing bands of hungry, armed
peasants _who demanded to be taken into
their arniies, and who otherwise would de-
generate into local bandits or Japanese pup-
pet troops. Their attempts to give these
peasants leadership and organization against
Japan were handicapped by lack of funds and
food. Since Chungking refused support for
such numbers, they tried to form local gov-
ernments whose taxing-power could regular-
ize the food levies on the countryside. In this
they were opposed by local magistrates ap-
pointed by distant Chungking, who had no
interest in giving them food. “When we got
customs revenue from Chefoo,” said a young
woman with the Eighth Route Army, “the
Shantung governor expected us to give it to
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Map shows main areas of Japanese: penetration of China. The area of shaded arrows is held
iby Japan only along the railroad lines and is under fairly eonstant assault from Chinese
Yquerrilla troops. The smaller circle shows the approximate area of operations of the New Fourth
Army, until it was recently attacked by troops of the Kuomintang, and subsequently by
Japanese forces as well. The larger circle is the approximate area of the Border govern-
ment, in which the Eighth Route Army is based. Miss Strong’s article confirms reports
that this area has been blockaded by reactionary officials of the Kuomintang, who hope to
isolate all of North China, roughly above the Yellow River valley as a concentration point
for a combined Japanese and Kuomintang anti-Communist campaign. The New Fourth Army
has now been reorganized, but whether its troops are standing their ground or making their
way northwest is not clear.



him. He lost Chefoo to the Japanese and we
got it; we needed the food for ourselves.” . . .
" Under such conditions local clashes grew
more frequent and widespread, with incréas-
ing participation by the authorities in
Chungking. The first serious armed clash oc-
curred late in 1939 in North Shensi. The
Special Border District, with its capital at
Yenan, had declared allegiance to the Chung-
king Government, but the Central Govern-
ment had given no legal status nor fixed
boundaries to the district. General Hu Tsung-
nan, governor of Shensi, decided that the
district was his and sent armies to occupy
it; generals in Kansu collaborated. After
Yenan had lost four of the twenty-three
hsien (districts) which it claimed, part of Ho
Lung’s men—Eighth Route forces operating
just across the Yellow River—came back to
Yenan as home defense. From then on, Yenan
lost no more hsien but three concentric lines of
block-houses began to be built in narrowing
circles against the Border District—the tactics
which squeezed the Communists out of South
China in the earlier civil war. By the end of
1940 2,000 such block-houses had been built.

THE NEXT IMPORTANT CLASH occurred in the
adjacent province of Shansi between the Old
and New Armies of Yen Hsi-shan. Yen's
original army broke very badly in 1937 under
the first Japanese onslaught which they had
never been equipped to withstand. Yen re-
organized them, adding local peasant boys.
Much of this enrollment was taking place
during my visit to Shansi in 1938. Thou-
sands of Shansi boys were applying to join
the Eighth Route because of its superior
prestige, but they were being told: “We
have no money for soldiers; join Yen Hisi-
shan,” Yen’s new army was therefore strong-
ly pro-Eighth Route and followed its tactics
in organizing the local peasants. Conflicting
accounts exist of the clash that finally de-
veloped between the two different armies of
General Yen. Chungking claims that it was
inspired by the Eighth Route; Communists
state that, on the contrary, it broke out in
spite of them, and that, after it occurred,
they “mediated” and induced the New
Army to withdraw to Northwest Shansi. In
any event, the New Army now operates in
close conjunction with the Eighth Route in
that territory, where to some extent it re-
places the forces that returned to Yenan.
Throughout 1940 an armed blockade sepa-
rated all Eighth Route and New Fourth
territory from “Free China.” An estimated
one-fifth of Chungking’s total forces were
diverted to “watching” the Communists.
Students trying to go to Yenan for education
were detained in Sian; if they persisted in
their dangerous desire they were thrown
into concentration camps. For = four
months, the Eighth Route claimed to. have
received no munitions or medical supplies
from the Central Government; if any were
sent, they failed to get through. Truckloads
of medical supplies sent by Madame Sun
Yat-sen’s organization, the China Defense
League, were indefinitely detained. Even a
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CHINA’'S COMMUNIST LEADERS. Po Ku, Chou En-lai, Chu Teh, Mao Tse-tung.

foreign doctor who tried to reach Wutaishan
to replace Dr. Norman Bethune was unable
to pass and finally accepted medical service
among Central Government troops. One oc-
casion at least is recorded when armed men
taking the payroll for the New Fourth Army
were seized by other Chinese troops of the
Central Government. Neither the payroll nor
the soldiers were ever released. Only oc-
casionally could this unofficial blockade be
penetrated by men with high prestige.

CLASHES BETWEEN Communist-led armies
and other Central Government forces became
epidemic in the summer of 1940. They took
place in Hopei, Shantung, North Kiangsu
East Anhwei, Sout nhwei, a—\'ﬁ%:
northeri Tedge of Chekiang. Details are im-
AR SR o

possible to verify, since each side charges
the other with attacking, and though the
Communists asked for an investigation com-
mission none was sent. Meanwhile the high
staffs in the Kuomintang-led armies made
speeches to their subordinates urging that
they must be prepared to fight the Commu-
nists. Pamphlets were published denouncing
the Communists as the most dangerous ele-
ment in the nation; in Hongkong I was told
that 200,000 such pamphlets had been sent
out to Overseas Chinese. Deadly phrases
were whispered: “Japanese are only lice on
the body of China but Communism is a
disease of the heart.” The repression spread
beyond the Communists to all united front
organizations; the famous “Life” bookshops
of the National Salvation Movement were
closed in ten cities. Many organizers of the
Industrial Cooperatives were arrested, kid-
naped, and even assassinated as “Reds,” a
term which might merely cover the jealousy
of a local official who failed to get his squeeze
from the cooperatives. v

There seems reason to think, in at least
three cases, that local generals, acting under
Ho Ying-chin’s orders to check the Commu-
nists, were simultaneously cooperating with
the Japanese. General Shih Yu-shan, who
clashed with the Eighth Route in South
Hopei, was a° man of a picturesquely ad-
venturous past. He began his career as a
commander under Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang
and was left at loose ends when Feng was
defeated by Chiang Kai-shek. .When the
present war with Japan began, Shih de-
spaired of getting funds from Chiang Kai-
shek so he went over openly to Japan. After
receiving money and munitions for his needy
troops, he declared loyalty to Chungking and
gained much face for thus outwitting the
Japanese. He expected to be made Governor
of Hopei and was disgruntled when denied
the post. He was, however, assigned the ter-
ritory of South Hopei and is alleged to have
had orders from.Ho Ying-chin heck the
Eighth Route’s expansion by cutting the
connections_between their Shansi and Cen-

] arges that General Shih was conspiring

with the Japanese were sent to Chiang Kai-
shek on July 2 in an official telegram by Chu
Teh, commander-in-chief of the Eighth
Route. He stated that on June 22, General
Shih sent instructions to all his subordinates
giving a code of signals, consisting of white
sheets placed on the ground, by which Japa-
nese planes could distinguish his troops from
those of the Eighth Route. This informa-
tion, plus other details of Shih’s collaboration
with the Japanese, had been given to Chu
Teh by Shih’s subordinates who did not wish
to side with Japan. No answer was received
from Chungking to this accusation, but later
in July Shih’s forces, in coordination with
Japanese puppet troops and with the aid of
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Japanese planes, attacked the Eighth Route
near Puyan and Poshan., Shih was shot by
one of his own brigade commanders and most
of his troops came over to the Eighth Route.
For several months no details of this clash
reached Chungking, and details are still con-
flicting. But by the end of November it be-
came known that General Shih was dead.
Then General Wei Li-huang, commander of
the war zone in which the incident occurred,
announced that he had executed Shih for
treason—thus removing the onus of mutiny
from his subordinates. The Central News
Agency in Chungking, however, announced
that Shih had been executed “for expanding
his territory in defiance of orders.”

Similar charges of treason were made
against Gencral Miao Chen-liu, commander
of the Fifty-sevel y in South Shantung.
Chu Teh scnt a teiegram to the Generalissimo
in July, giving an exhaustive list of Miao’s al-
leged dealings with the Japanese, as revealed
to Chu Teh by Miao’s subordinates. These
included the exchange of signals, exchange
of emissaries, joint banquets—in fact, a fully
worked out system of combined attack
against the Eighth Route. No answer came
from Chiang Kai-shek but Ho Ying-chin
telegraphed back: “Don’t slander your fel-
low-generals.” Telegrams from division com-
manders under General Miao next went to
Chungking revealing more conferences with
the Japanese and appealing over the head
of their commander to the Generalissimo. On

7

October 9, the entire staff of the Fifty-seventh
Army sléna ; ]E]EE E:—IE@ to Chiang Kai-
shek declarmg their general a_traitor and de-

. man ing his execution. None of these tele-

grams was answered, but word was spread in
Chungking that “thc Eighth Route is stir-
ring up trouble in other Chinese armies.”
Finally Miao’s staff arrested him and sent
him under guard to the commander-in-chief

‘

of the war zone who forwarded him to
Chungking, where he is now busily circulat-
ing his version of the affair. Meanwhile his
troops, like those of General Shih’s, have
augmented the forces of the Eighth Route—
an indication of what may happen if civil
war begins. . . .

“We interpret these incidents,” said a rep-
resentative of the Eighth Route to me, “as
meaning that General Ho Ying-chin is ready
to cooperate even with Japanese against the
Communists.”

To my query whether Chiang Kai-shek
had the same attitude as Ho Ying-chin, he
replied: “We do not even know whether the
Generalissimo gets all of our telegrams. We
believe that Chiang does not at present want
to make an agreement with Fﬁﬁcwishcs
to suppress the Communists more and more
but not quite to the point of civil war and
not quite to the point of interfering with
the war against Japan. It is a very narrow
road. Until now he has been able to take it.
But he cannot take it long.”

The Generalissimo, however, has chosen
to have a show-down and as a first step ac-
cepted personal responsibility for disbanding
the New Fourth Army in the Yangtze Valley.
This army consisted officially of four “units,”
functioning as independent groups in dif-
ferent areas on both sides of the Lower
Yangtze, assigned to them originally by
Chiang Kai-shek. After the fall of Hankow
the New Fourth was augmented by 20,000
dispersed soldiers from Central Honan who
formed a fifth unit, and by large numbers of
peasants on the borders of Hupeh, Honan,
and Anhwei who formed a sixth t
Later a battalion known as thm
Volunteers, organized south of the Yangtze,
grew so large that the commander of the
war zone objected to it, and it crossed the

. Yangtze to avoid trouble and took its sta-

tion north of Shanghai and north of the
river,

Thus the New Fourth operated on both
sides of the Yangtze almost from Shanghai
to Hankow, in small detachments separated
by some of the heaviest Japanese concentra-
tions in China. For three years its units were
in constant contact with the Japanese, at-
tacking the Nanking-Shanghai railway, the

Wuhu-Nanking railway, and the highways
between Nankmg and Hangchow. They
wrecked trains, waylaid Japanese army
trucks, stopped trade with the Japanese-held
cities. In the autumn of 1938 they raided the
Japanese-occupied airdrome w1th|n s:ght__j
Shanghai and hoisted
its_buildings. (In the first year, the detach-
ments south of the river fought more than
600 engaggmcm , most of them small affairs
but all of them wearing down the Japanese.
~ “We have been able to detain 50,000 Japa-]
nese in this area,” claimed General Yeh Ting.
“No matter how often they change their
troops, they never dare lessen the number
which they maintain here.” The people in
Chekiang called the army ‘“the soldiers o
God” and “world army No. 1.” They had a *
saying, “as in lettuce you eat the heart, so
if you join the army join the Fourth.” . . .

With the general worsening of relations
between Communist and Kuomintang forces,

a whole series of armed clashes took place
between the New Fourth and surroundin
Chinese armies, beginning in Febhmﬁ
Emﬂ__ﬁmls of these clashes are available,
but in the absence of ¢ ng, nobody knows
how accurate the details are. It seems at least
clear that the New Fourth payroll was seized
on one occasion, and its normal ri

ing, by which communication with Chung- 2
king and with troops on both banks was *

—

maintained, was permanently blocked. The
intercepted

New Fourth claims to have

HO LUNG. He is the famous general in
the Eighth Route Army with a brilliant
reputation of success in battle,
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CHU TEH,
Eighth Route Army, smiles for the camera
while getting ready for the day’s work.

commander-in-chief of the

AN EIGHTH ARMY SOLDIER marches a Chi-
nese traitor, caught spying behind the lines,
back to headquarters where he will be tried.



secret instructions from Chungking to local
commanders to suppress all New Fourth
forces by the end of the year. On the other
hand, the New Fourth was plainly increasing
its influence in the nearby armies, many of
whose troops came over to its ranks during
the armed clashes.

Despite these frictions between Chinese
forces, the New Fourth continued to fight
the Japanese. Major Evans F. Carlson, who
visited the area occupied by the New Fourth
in Southern Anhwei last October, reports in
the China Defense League news letter one
of their victories near Kignghsien. “I arrived
in this area,” he said, “shortly after a particu-
larly aggressive Japanese drive had been
turned back by the New Fourth Army. The
Japanese came in two columns, one from near
Wuhu. . . . They were allowed to make a
deep penetration and then the mobile units
of the New Fourth fell upon their flanks and
rear, forcing them to withdraw with a loss
which was estimated, both by the New Fourth
and Central Government officials, at an aggre-
gate of 7,000 casualties.” Major Carlson was
also struck by the emphasis on the “United
Front”; even the small children talked to him
earnestly about the “need for all people to
work together for National Salvation.” He
adds, “There were many signs of the close
cooperation between the army and the people.”

Relations between the New Fourth and
the commander of the War Zone, General
Ku Chu-tung, were not so excellent. He
maintained a blockade against the New Fourth
which it was perilous to try to pass. A bril-
liant young intellectual, Wu Ta-kwan, took
a party of Chinese journalists to the New
Fourth region. General Ku asked them not
to visit the New Fourth, but they replied
that since they were ‘“‘comforting” all the
armies in this region, they would comfort the
New Fourth too. On their return they were
summoned before General Ku, and their
young leader went alone. He was never seen
afterwards. Telegrams sent by Mme. Sun
Yat-sen to ascertain his fate were met by
General Ku's bland statement that “he had
never heard of the man.”

THE NEW FOURTH was ordered to leave the
Yangtze Valley and move north of the Yellow
River to be amalgamated with the Eighth
Route. This was given as a “proposal” in

*

Top. Captured Japanese soldiers learn what
the war is about. Here they are studying with
an instructor from the Eighth Route Army.
Those who are illiterate are taught how to
read and write, MIDDLE. New recruits pose in
between drills and lectures that will make
them worthy fighters in a great military-edu-
cational apparatus. Many of these recruits
come from mining areas. BOTTOM. A lesson in
singing. Chinese soldiers before the war were
unable to sing the difficult unharmonious music
of old China. Now they learn new songs
expressing their struggle for liberation and
songs commemorating the Eighth Route
Army’s past victories.
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uly and as an “order” on October 19. The
till December 10, and there is excellent reason

V7
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for believing that it was originally issued by
Ho Ying-chin without Chiang’s knowledge,
and later confirmed in the interests of army
discipline. The New Fourth regarded the
order almost as an instruction to commit sui-
cide. They pointed out that only one-tenth
of their army was on government pay-roll,
and the rest consisted of local peasants who
could not easily leave their homes. No winter
uniforms had been furnished, no supplies for
the long journey, and no munitions had been
received for eight months. Yet they were re-
quired to cross several heavy Japanese concen-
trations and pass by many of the Central Gov-
ernment armies which were already clashing
with them in armed battle and which gave no
pledge of permitting them to pass. They were
promised munitions and pay after they should
reach the Yellow River but they had fairly
good reason for assuming that they were not
expected to arrive.

The Communists’ most serious objection to
the order, however, was that they considered
it not a routine military command but a po-
litical and military splittin China into two
parts, in preparation for peace with Japan
in Central and South China. None of those
“with whom T talked claimed that this was the
Generalissimo’s intention. Chiang Kai-shek
himself in an interview with me indignantly
denied any intention of making peace with
Japan or of leaving any part of China outside
his rule. But it was clear that the concentra-
tion of all the Communists in North China—
which had never been under allegiance to
Chiang anyway—would give Japan a heaven-
sent excuse for concentrating her attacks in
that region. If she should then choose to make
a demonstrative withdrawal from the Yangtze
Valley, the peace tendencies in Chungking
would be immeasurably strengthened.

“We do not refuse to obey the military
order,” said the Communists, “but we want
it made part of a wider political settlement
which will allow democratic safeguards in all
of Free China. We can trust the Chinese peo-
ple to preserve their unity against Japan. But
if all Communists are put in North China
and prohibited elsewhere, and no people’s
movements are allowed, we cannot trust the
Chungking bureaucrats. The result will be
either civil war or the splitting of China into
two parts, with neither of which alternatives
can we agree.”

THROUGHOUT DECEMBER, during my visit in
Chungking, the capital was buzzing with the
“threat of civil strife.” Scores of Chinese
leaders were urging “patience” and “unity.”
Reactionaries were gloating: “We have them
surrounded and can crush them.” Meanwhile
some twenty-seven divisions of Central Gov-
ernment troops, uncontaminated by previous
contact with the “Reds,” were moving east-
ward to surround the New Fourth Army with
the obvious intent of forcing it out of the
Yangtze Valley or eliminating it from the
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scene. Minor clashes with local forces con-
tinued through most of December.,

First news of the final clash was announced
from Chungking on January 17 by the Mili-
tary Council which stated that Yeh Ting had
been  imprisoned and was awaiting court-
martial, following suppression of a “revolt”
by his troops. Yeh Ting was accused of hav-
ing plotted “‘to control the China coast from
Chekiang and Kiangsu in the south to Shan-
tung in the north”—all regions, incidentally,
held by Japan. General Ku Chu-tung, com-
mander of the Third War Area, was credited
with having ‘“‘successfully suppressed the
rebels.” A few days later, Edgar Snow re-
ported from Hongkong that it had been the
New Fourth Army's rear-guard of some
10,000 men which had been surrounded, and
that they had fought for eight days, losing
4,000 casualties before they were suppressed.

Only a month later did full uncensored
details arrive from China, signed by Chinese
of standing who had steadily supported the
united front. It seems that Commander Yeh
Ting finally received in late December part
of the money n or moving his army.
north as ordered. Taking this as evidence of
‘good faith, he sent his forces over the river,
the last to leave being a rear-guard of 4,000
armed men protecting some 6,000 unarmed
persons, consisting of families of officers, po-
litical workers, and the hospital with nurses,
doctors, and wounded.

This force of 10,000, more than half un-
armed, was surrounded by 80,000 ung-

king troops in a narrow mountain pass near

spondents in Shangyao, General Yeh's transfer
there suggests that his fate is to be settled
without risk of unfavorable publicity.)

On_January 17, four days after the con-
clusion of this battle, the Chungking Mili-
tary Council—it is not known whether the
Generalissimo was included—issued the order
disbanding the New Fourth. "Ten days after
this, on January 27= the Generalissimo him-
self assumed responsibility for the official dis-
banding but stated that it would not affect
other Chinese troops, i.e. the Eighth Route.
Thereafter, Chungking censorship shut down
and Chinese representatives in this country
spread the word that the Communists had

accepted the disbanding and there would be
no more trouble.

BELATED MATERIAL from China, however,
makes plain the tremendous tensions of the
past month. On January 20, three days after
the official order of January 17, the “Revo-
lutionary Military Committee” of the Chinese
Communist Party—which has not been heard
of since the earlier civil war—issued an
“Official Order” reorganizing the New
Fourth under the command of Chen-Yi,
formerly the commander of the New Fourth’s
First Unit. A few days later—in any
event before January 26, the date on which

Al_\_/raolm, and were attacked by troops under
Gen. Shankuan Yun-hsian on January 6.
They ran out of food on the fourth day,
and fought without eating until their am-
munition gave out on the eighth day. They
telegraphed to Chungking begging that the
attack on them be stopped, and were told
that General Ku Chu-tung, the war zone
commander, had already been told to stop it.
During the sixth day of their fighting, ques-
‘tions were raised in the National Military
Commission in Chungking, to which Ho
Ying-chin replied that “everything is pro-
ceeding satisfactorily,” that the New Fourth
was obediently moving northward, and that a
“slight difficulty” had arisen which he had
directed General Ku to solve. On the seventh
day of the fighting, Mme. Sun Yat-sen and
others telegraphed an appeal from Hong-
kong. The fighting ended on the eighth day
when munitions gave out. Of the 10,000
people, more than 2,000 were killed and 4,000
wounded or captured; the dead included
numerous political workers, technicians, nurses,
and children. The remnants of the New
Fourth were arrested, and their general,
Yeh Ting, held for court-martial. The second
in command, Hsiang Ying, was wounded and
subsequently killed. (General Yeh Ting was
then taken to the headquarters of General
Ku Chu-tung in Shangyao, Kiangsi Province,
which is noted as the location of Ku's torture
chamber where many patriotic youths have met
their death, Since there are no foreign corre-

- the official disbanding of the Eighth Route

my information was mailed from China—the
“spokesman of the Revolutionary Military
Committee” issued his detailed charges, out-
lining the fifteen steps of the alleged plot by
“pro-Japanese elements” in Chungking to take
China inte the Axis. Such accusations have
been made for the past year, but never in so
definite a form. Especially interesting is the
fact that some of the steps in the alleged plot

gl

took place while the letter containing the .

charges was on the ocean.

The first step was the barrage of propa-
ganda against the Communist armies which
was going on during my December visit in
Chungking. The next steps were the destruc-
tion of the New Fourth forces south of the
Yangtze and the official disbanding of the
entire New Fourth Army. These steps were
taken in January. According to the Commu-
nist spokesman, the future development of
this plot will involve the following: actions
by large Chungking armies “tightly cooper-
ating with the Japanese armies” in the regions
between the Yangtze and Yellow Rivers to
separate the New Fourth from the Eighth
Route in order to liquidate them separately.
Following this, pretexts would be sought for

Army and the arrest of its commander, Chu
Teh. Next would come arrests of Commu-
nists all over China, including Chou En-lai,
official representative of the Eighth Route
Army in Chungking, who is already under
surveillance. Large-scale war would be

launched to seize Yenan. The Communist ‘
daily newspaper would be closed.

Japan, it is alleged, would next withdraw
her troops from the Yangtze Valley, and
throw them into a ruthless war against the
New Fourth and Eighth Route Armies in
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North China. Fifth column elements in
Chungking would then celebrate the recovery
of the lost territories as due to the valor
of Chungking troops, and would demand a
“glorious, victorious peace.” If it proved im-
possible to call off the war officially, because
of the Chinese people’s objections to the
[apanese terms, an undeclared truce would
reign in all parts of China except the N

where_the -

munist_armies b ing from block-
ade to _armed attack, All anti-Japanese ele-
ments would, of course, be persecuted as al-

sistance. This will give the Communists an
estimated 500,000 to 600,000 seasoned fight-
ers, a much smaller and worse-armed force
than Chungking possesses. But Chungking
contains elements that will not hold together
in a war against the Communists, especially
if the Communists can - convince the local
population and soldiers that they are being
wantonly attacked.

If this struggle really begins, it will not be
the mere disarming of a few Communists.

It may well change the map of China and
East Asia, and the balance of the present

feged Communists—a tactic familiar from the = world

ays when the government was at Nanking.
Thus Chinese public opinion would be taught
to believe that victory had been won every-
where except in those northern regions where
“the Communists either cannot or will not
drive out Japan.”

‘This would make possible the signing of
the actual peace pact which would leave
Japan or Japanese puppets in control of
North China—insofar as they could clear out
the Communists—and of China’s ports. China
WO
seems a bit abrupt to American readers, it
must be remembered that the Germans have
always been popular in China, since they lost
their rights of extra-territoriality, and that
Germany gave significant help to the Chinese
in the early stages of this war. Granted the
illusion of a “glorious peace of victory,” it
might not be impossible to direct considerable
nationalist feeling into the channel of “clear-
ing the rest of the imperialists out of East
Asia and the South Seas.”)

Regardless of whether these charges will
prove correct in every detail, large-scale civil
war looms behind the fact that they were
made. Some 800,000 Chungking troops, one-
half the government forces, are now in po-
sitions for attacking the Communists. About
80,000 are said to have been engaged in the
disarming of the New Fourth rear-guard
south of the Yangtze in the battle which
raged January 6 to 13. Another 200,000
to 300,000 have moved into North Anhwei
and Kiangsu where they separate the Eighth

& from the New Fourth, and are already

":‘eported to be engaged in attempts to defeat

them. In the northwestern provinces, an esti-
mated half million encircle the Yenan district
and blockade the Eighth Routh Army in
Shansi.

Meanwhile, the reorganized New Fourth

: qt} .M Army, with 90,000 men north of the Yangtze

under its new acting commander, Chen Yi,
is still the pivot on which the future turns.
It has been ordered by the “Revolutionary
Military Cqmmitl:ec” to continue the fight

- against Japan in the name of Chinese na-

tionalism, on the basis of Sun Yat-sen’s Three
People’s Principles “while always guarding
against the sudden attack of the pro-Japanese
elements,” i.e. attacks which may be launched
by Ho Ying-chin. If attempts are made to
disband these New Fourth forces, the “Revo-
lutionary Military Committee” officially states
that the Eighth Route will come to its as-
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is. (If this transition

world war. Chungking exists today as the
Central Government of China only because
it is the symbol of unity toward which nine-
tenths of the Chinese people passionately
aspire. This gives it the prestige which con-
trols recalcitrant provincial warlords who
might otherwise carve restless kingdoms of
their own or bargain profitably with Japan.
Governors of at least two of the sea coast

provinces are reputed to favor Wang Ching—
wel, but are held to Chungking by the pres-
sure of the Chinese people. Yunnan in the far

from many other sections of China—in-
dicates the widespread ferment going on in
all provinces of China behind the censor-
ship veil. Armed clashes, reported but as yet
unverified, in four northern provinces, in-
dicate that the military suppression pre-
dicted by the ‘“Revolutionary Military Com-
mittee” is still going on. In reading news one
should look for indications whether the Com-
munist forces seem to be withdrawing to
form a new northern area, or whether the
agitation still goes on across all of China,
looking towards a new and more democratic
central government. If large-scale civil war
is_Taunched against Yenan, we may look t
see Communist forces break through the cor-
don of government troops which have con-

n»nlﬁﬂls:__%g@ﬂe_d_,ﬂﬂ_tmm_mmﬁtact
with the USSR, and which—barring the ex-
cuse of civil war—they would not dare try
to force. . . .

It will never be too late to save China.
She will survive. Her people will organize
under some banner to cast forth Japan, even
though it may not be under Chungking. But

South shows repeated tendencies to go off it may soon be too late to prevent a powerful

on its own. . . .

IMPORTANT POLITICAL FIGURES have already
separated themselves from the actions of
Chungking. Mme. Sun Yat-sen led a group
of Kuomintang members in a joint message
on January 12 to the Generalissimo and the
Central Committee of the Kuomintang, ap-

_pealing for the resumption of the national

united front. On the same day, Marshal
Feng Yu-hsiang, addressing a committee of

the National Military Commission in Chung-
—_—— T .
king, cited Poland am&_ﬁ/gﬁifg-

examples of nations destroyed by internal dis-

Sension, and made a plea for national solidar-
ity. The aged General Yen Hsi-shan spoke
even more strongly in an interview tele-
graphed January 11 to Hongkong. “There are
undesirammzmﬁgﬁomintang whe
directly threaten our war of resistance and
indirectly give the Japanese assistance. Not
only am I dissatisfied with them, but the en-
tire nation dislikes them. . . . They arouse
the progressive elements to disobedience to
the Central Government.” On about January
18, General Sheng Shih-tsai, Governor of
inkiang Province, sent a telegram to Chung-
king in which he stated that after the mili-
tary record of the Eighth Route and New
Fourth armies against Japan, there is no
ground or excuse for any “punitive cam-
paign” against these armies. He declared
that if civil war develops in China now, this
can only help the Japanese invaders in their
plan of conquering China; and that the
people and armies of Sinkiang stand solidly
behind a policy of unity, resistance, and
struggle against all those preparing to sell
out to Japan under the cover of a so-called
“punitive campaign.”

These significant and powerful political
figures have been ruthlessly side-tracked by
Chungking reactionaries throughout this pres-
ent war. Their appeal—and also the appeal

Japanese attack on the Southeast Asian
front, which would inevitably involve yet an-
other area in the Second World War. Only
swift action to preserve Chungking as the
center of Chinese unity :can do that. The
quickest way to cut the Gordian knot might
be an immediate conference among th
American, British, and Soviet Embassies in
Chungking, a pooling of information and
charges from both sides of the strife, and
joint pressure to stop a Chinese civil war.
Acting together, these three countries might
prevent a temporary crisis from becoming a
national and international disaster.
AnNA Louise STrRONG.

This article by Miss Strong was released to
the press by the magazine Amerasia which
published it in its March issue. It is reprinted
slightly abridged.

*
They Carry On

HE dauntless character of the warriors

for republican Spain is being reflected
in the actions of their friends. Heroism is
contagious. Those backing the Rescue Ship
Mission have not been disheartened by
Churchill’s callous refusal of a warrant per-
mitting the vessel to sail. On the contrary,
they have redoubled their efforts to win aid
for the refugees who look hopefully through
barbed-wire fences for rescue. A National
Emergency Conference in Washington, D. C.
this weekend to map an immediate program
has brought wide and enthusiastic response.
Specific proposals to be discussed include an
increase in relief to Spanish refugees in the
Western Hemisphere; the prevention of de-
portation of Spaniards in this country to cer-
tain death in Falangist Spain, direct aid to
the republicans in Franco's prison, and a cam-
paign for total guaranteed amnesty. These are
proposals all honest Americans must endorse.
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