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Naming of Soong He 
By Wixston WemwMAN 

The Chungking government 
shook =p its cabinet yesterday in a 

litical crisis brought on by the 
Jacaiaee drive into Kweichow 
Province which threatens to knock 
China out of the war. 

Foreign Minister T. V. Soong 
|was named to replace Generalis- 

| 

simo Chiang Kai-shek as president 
of the Executive Yuan subordinating 
Dr. H. H. Kung who was recently 
appointed vice president. The move 
was made, according to Chungking 
sources, to permit Chiang to devote 
his entire attention to the war 
against Japan. It is understood that 
Kung has resigned as vice president 
of the cabinet. 

Soong’s appointment is looked 
upon as a forward step by Chinese 
observers here. They point out that 
Soong is an able economist who has 
long stood for resistance against the 
Japanese, He is a member of the 
liberal wing within the Kuomin- 
tang Party and is strongly pro- 
Anglo-American. , 

No Following 
These same sources are of the 

opinion, however, that the Soong 
appointment does not radically 
erat the reactionary character of 
the present Se erat setup. The 
new cabinet president, they explain, 
has virtually no political followin; 
and no influence in the army an 
may be window dressing to be elim- 
inated when the crisis has past. 

This was borne out, in effect, by 
the influential conservative Chung- 
king newspaper Ta Kung Pao when 
# ducianted that Chiang Teoria 
ize his government “from top to 
bottom” and take direct command 
of the armies in order to stave off 
the eee spearhead rolling to- 
ward the Chinese capital. 

In one of the frankest editorials 
yet published, Ta Kung Pao called 
for a settlement of the Goyern- 
ment’s differences with the Com- 
munists and urged closer coopera- 
tion with the western Allies. The 
editorial. was written as observers 
in the Chinese capital declared that 
the next 40 days may decide 
whether China will be able to con- 
tinue the ag against Japan. 

Apparently some progress has 
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ens Chinese 
been made toward settling the 
Kuomintang-Communist _ problem. 
Crack Chungking troops, estimated 
at 500,000 men, who have been 
blockading the Communist 18th 
Group armies in Shensi Province 
are said to be on their way south 
to meet the Japanese columns driv- 
ing toward ee a2 in Kweichow 
Province, Chou En-lai, Communist 
envoy to Chungking, it is under- 
stood has given Chiang assurances 
that the 18th Route Army will not 
exploit the military crisis but will 
stand guard on the northwestern 
approaches to Chungking against a 
possible enemy push from Honan 
Province (see my er 

In the south, the Chinese admit- 
tedly faced the gravest threat in 
eight years of war. The invaders 
have driven to within 70 miles of 
the Burma Road junction of Kwei- 
yang. Superior supply lines have 
ermitted the Japanese to constant- 

ly reinforce their spearheads. 
The Last Stand 

If they succeed in_ knifing 
through to Chungking, 250 miles 
northwest and Chengtu, U. S. B-29 
base 5 will virtually 
knock China out of the war. 

Szechwan Province in which 
Chungking and Chengtu are situ- 
ated is the last big rice and wheat 
producing area remaining in Chi- 
nese hands. West of Szechwan are 
the mountains of Tibet and the 
deserts of Sinkiang. 
What the Chinese must do is to 

hold on at Kweiyang until Allied 
forces in Burma can reopen a sup- 
ply line to Gee hee job which 
may take from three to six months 
more. 

BBC says “about 50,000 pris- 
oners of war and foreign workers 

freely in southern Ger- 
many.”
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