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ZHE PIGHTING CHINRSE
Agnes Smedley

Why has China, a poor country umprepared for war, beem sble to
fms!nmuoumnmeﬁlq-nﬂmtﬂMM
for the conquest........first of Ghina, them of all Asial ﬂn’- long,
unequsl struggle is considered something of a miracle, and, since luﬂ
Harbor, some pecple have been filled with awe by it, There is nothing
magical about this, however, The Chinese learned early that this war could
not be won by strength of arms alone, As Hdith Cavell onoce sald:
"Patriotism is not encugh®, and so the Ghinese say, "Military might is not
encugh®, Ghina decided to strengthen humen spirit, enlighten the misds of
its people, and wed these to its guns,

Thus, when the Japanese struck at Marco Polo Bridge near
Peiping on the night of July 7, 1937, most foreigmers in Ohina believed
their boast that Japan could conquer Ghina with five divisions vithin & peried
of three months. And them, vhen the Japanese ococupied Nanking in December of
the same year, almost all foreign military mem, diplomats, business men and
missionaries in Ohinma, thought the Japanese would at last susceed. The
German Military advisers attached to the Chinese Government declared that,
had the Japanese followed up the decimated Chinese armies at that time and
completed thelr annihilation, Ohina would have been conquered,

m.m:mmnuuwmmm«
Nanking, looting in a manner that put Ghengis Khan to shame, They did the
sane vhemsver they conquered along the coast and the Yangtse river valles.
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Incidentally, they aroused the national and racial consciousness
of even the most backward Chinese who, up to then, knew nothing of the
Japanese, 5o videspread was this consciousness that we may say the Japanese
could not have conguered China even if they had totally deoimated its main
armies.

When the Jepanese occupied Hankow in Octoder, 1938, Generalissimo
Ohians Kaf—shalr faauned o aall ta the Thimese meamle fn the meaw a8 she
Jzpanese armies of occupation to rise to the last man, woman and child and
fight with any weapons they could command, He also called on Ohinese living
in Japanese-occupled cities to remain loyal to their country, never to betray
it by alding the enemy; but $o do all they could against the Japanese,

Goneralissimo Chiang's proclamation was of historie importance.
A% that date, the Japanese army of cosupation was stretehed out, long end
thin, along all China's main rivers and most of its rallways. The Japanese
had occupied most of the main cities, and had either totally destroyed or
captured Chinese industrial establishments,

Howawer. the main base of Ghinese economy lies in 1ts small towns
and villages, In the rear of the Japanese armies, and around and about them,
was a vast territory with thousands of villages which the enemy did not have
the manpower to occupy and garrison, This vest territory was to become a
base of resistance., The Japanese rear was t0 be turned into a Chinese

front,

mmcm.mm.mumm-mq
fighting: they combined regular frontal, or positional warfare, with
guerrilla and mobile warfare, And all armed forces were sxpected to
introduce political training to their soldiers, Yor the Ohinese Govermment
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realized that the war was going to be long and bitter and that only politically-
educated armies, could hold out, :

There are two different systems of political training in the
inese armies, One is that of the regular mational armies, all following
a pattern, The underlying theory of their teaching u nationallism, based om
the teachings of the late Dr. Sun Yat-sen: Shat--do-aathonal - treevertenes,
‘dpntepsay-andsdmeeeT oo T T ETAE SalidTaRg Y 1)

The secmd system of political training is that followed by the
Gommnist armies which are known as the 18th Group Army and the New Fourth
Army, today combined under one command, ¥hile they accept the Three Peoples
Principles of Sun Yat-sem, they interpret it differently. They have tried %o
uﬂiuutﬂMWhlduummmm
improve the livelihood of the people simultaneously.

For purposes of simplification, we may take two specific armies
to ses the work dome. One shall be the 173rd Dividien of the llth Group Army,
.mutmutmmwumlmumm
!hiswhu!'M%nmtdthuhhuhfum-hummm
hlﬂﬂhﬂllnngkhldnmiﬂuﬂvhmm#ium'lﬁl
retreat of other Qhinede armies, It“bildl‘lthtlnhlu“‘
times, but had been repeatedly replenished.

The pattern of political work of this division followed the
general lines of other armies, There was a divisionmal political direstor with
a staff, and each regiment had ome director and one assistant, Each Monday
mﬁ» troops gather in a meeting st dswn, vhere the military commander
Erkltnﬂn, makes a report on the national situation. The $reops always
bow three times in memory of Sun Yat-sen, and Dr, Sun's last will and testament
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is slways read, This last will declares that the Ohinese revolution is not
yet completed and men must fight on uatil it is; China is urged to ally
itself with foreign nations which are friemdly to 1t -l_uul it as an
equal,

The National Hywm is always sung at these Monday morming
ceremonies, but it is too funereal to be popular. The most popular song,
loved by every army of the country, is the inspiring "Ohee Lai", March of
the Volunieers,

As a visiting foreign friend, I vas asked to deliver lectures
before classes of "political soldiers”., Thess vere umusual classes as no
other army had such an institutdém. Soldlers who could read snd write
hlmmuumhmhnmm-ﬂpnﬁnﬂnnkvutm
MMM‘MNth.nlhllﬂshhrlwhhth.dhﬂdﬁzddmﬂﬂ
their comrades, They even taught soldiers to read and write, I often saw
them sitting on the ground with a squad of mem, Each had a stick in his
hend with which he traced Chinese words or figures in the dust. Faper and
pmmnnmlﬂdﬂmuutbmmmmmm. They
even whittled Chinese words out of bamboo,

One regiment of the 173rd Division was remarkable, li‘lh.
mm—n«-mmmmut-, All the rest had been killed.
Their military edusation had deen on the battlefield, These boys, seething
with energy, had started their own regimental magaszine, ecalled the White
Bayonet. mmﬂms-mmtmmummslm
trenches at first, It bore the marks of war at vhite heat, Soldier's diaries,
um.mpﬂmumummhuuu.

Another activity of this division was so-called "Enemy Work",

which was with V the enemy, This work was
catrusted o mxn:%‘-‘&;%huam 17 the
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mmawm“mmmmﬂ,hmm
mm.mum-ﬁ. Another methed of getting thelr
uhud\ommmtammnmwnmhu:m
mmummmmmm.mam
them. The Xoreans would tie bundles of leaflets arcund stones and hurl
Mhu:wmltiﬂ,ﬂmnﬁ-ﬂ-“.hﬂm.

" S0 mch for the vork of the 178nd Divisien, How for the
vu!ﬁmmm“.l_lﬁﬂﬁﬂm&lthlm‘fm
:u-‘qunmn-!uuwnu. The general training caup of this
army wos o combined military-political training institution with courses tha$
" 1asted fwom six months to  year, There was o constant stresm of mem and
mm.wm-“.umm-uﬂumwmh
dutles in the fleld, their studies continued,

" While I was there, 80 women were studying. Thay dressed and
unummmuu-.mmuuuh.mmmmm-m
o men. There was also a Youth Corps of about a hundred boys under 15 years
of age. lmmurm.mamdnhthm.mm-m
peasant families, Their course of training vas never less than a year with
ws-u—-mxmwmmuu-muumm.
uhmrymmhm!ntduﬂn.wuhmnhu\-
rodimentary knowledge of the Japansse language,

m«mmn—mamn-p.-umm
uummmummmwmmwumm
wedical work, Mwm“hm-mmsmm
three of them experienced surgesons,. There were also twenty qualified women
nurees, h.-mnwdw.mm.humnqﬂum‘d
wonen, m-ww-dvumulubd;uh.mhmumnﬂ.



==

There was no kind of labor the decotors did mot perform. They
even wrote their own text-books. Omd'thlr_gruul:tnuhmﬂrn
human skeleton, but they couldn't get one, For weeks I watched a drama
develop around this problem, It began one midnight in the hospital where
I lived. !Mwhijuﬂ”‘thﬂn\rﬂllmdmhhlun
receive broadcasts, and I volunteered to take down inmternatiocnal nevs
droadcasts for a daily army redioc news bulletin, On the firet aight
after the instrument was connected with batteries, I turmed the dial,
h-u-lcfahuummrmau.ulthnnntu-puhuhglhl.
ssyingt *Thie s Londen calling. A symphony was smnounced and while the
msic flooded the room, a surgeon and the only woman physician in the Army
entered the room, They paid no attention to the musis, but spoke in
conspirational tones, The surgeon sald he had decided to get a human
skeleton for teashing material, He said he wvas going out that night and
mwumm.lﬂhﬂlmtmuhu-ﬂlhhﬂnnd
sileton,

Ichhmhtthalhthwttmnm
hospital would have the countryside on its meck, The surgeon asked the
woman if she were afraid to go with him to rob graves, The woman 1ifed
her chin defiantly and asked him if he thought she was afrald of digging
up graves merely because she was a woman, No, she said, she would ng§
-'i.thu-.mlhnnntmnnbmlnﬂnud-lpmvm.—
graves, She challenged the surgeeom to a competition in body-snatching,
The one who broucht back the firet good skeleton was 10 be the wimner,
The loser would give the victor a dimner,

These two doctors dug up graves for weeks before they found a
desirable skeleton. One night well past midnight as I sat before the
nlu.mu_lntnu-a.umﬂlmululﬁﬂ.’m
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mysteriously beckoned to me and I went out into the courtyard and sav a
_sackful of bones, When the surgeon came in, she led him to the bomes,
He looked them over critically, them gracliously admitted his defeat, He
promised to give her a dimmer, The bones were strung together with wires
and hung on a bamboo frame and the first human skeleton make its appearance
in the Medical Training scheel,

Several movements were started in this camp, One vas a movement
for democracy. Another vas the commemoration of Florenss Nightingale's
birth, ﬂomnml“fnr-umuihnm-nptnha
smattering of knovledge from it, still it was impertant., After Nightingale
Day, for instance, I heard two soldiers arguing. One said Nightingale
dlecovered the mosquito that caused malaria, Another said she founded the
International Red Gross, Nonsenss, retorted the other, the founder of
the International Red Cross was that American woman, standing over there ——
vhich vas myself! :

In some instances, however, knowledge in this Army was droad and
deep, but the difficulties were enormous, Wiem the Japanese sit on your
tall year in and year out, you can't do all you wish, But the Chinese are
an intelltgent sai arestive people, even if masy of them do mot have our
standards of literscy. Bitter necessity has been their harsh teacher,
Thelr tuhhg'n‘mnww_“c Japanese offensives, during which
military commanders studying in the Army Training Camp had to leave
immedlately for the front. These commanders were nearly all peasants who
had never before had an opportunity to study., They had been recalled %o
the Camp for study because they were exhausted and under-mourished from
years in the field, Many had tuberculosis. They were grim, thin mem,
as dour as the winter skies, They approached learning as they approached
the Japanese -- with the determination to conquer,
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&ummtotmmm‘nﬂ:um!nmmmm
cover many aspects of its activities, For instance, uu'nm-wnurt-
term training classes which regiments at the front conduet for civilians
who are taught methods of mass organisation, esplonsge, and guerrilla
tastics,

,// hﬁn-um-.lu-muaptpmu
which the common psopie were being trained fer guerrilla warfare, A
regiment of guerrilla soldliers was condueting a modile civilian training
course in territory just a few miles morh of the Japanese-occcupied oity of
Hankow, Whea they vere not fighting, the guerrilla comsanders lectured o
various aspeots of this particular type of fighting, =

One night I went into a night discussion class, which was
presided over by a young woman who had been a teacher defore the war. Like
all women doing war work in the fighting sones, she was in regular military
usiforn, She sat at the head of a long rough table around vhich was
grouped about twenty civilians, Fifteen were men and the rest women,

Just as I came in, the class was standing up, their heads
bowsd, their caps held in their hands, They stood this way for three
uinutes in memory of fifteen guerrilla soldiers who had been killed in
battle two days before, ‘

The Geremony completed, a former foundry worker im Shanghai,
took the floor, Hesald that the first use of guerrilla warfare was
to turn th-ouwmtm.alhtmo_ front, Politically, he said, one
duty of gusrrillas was to get in the rear of the enemy and 4o psiitical
vork by telling the people that Ohins is still defending the country, sive
them national news and encouragement so they will not tolerats amy fom
of submission to the enemy,
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A youngz peasant followed with this information: "Another use
of guerrilla warfare is to handicap the advance of the enemy by hanglng
onto his tall, We must confuse thfnaq\wmry means, Yor instanece,
nmpwhalmu&rﬁnuﬂnﬂtaﬂdﬁuﬂnn.ﬂod
shots, or set off some fireerackers in a gasoline or kerosens tin canm,
This sounds 1ike machine gun fire and the Japanese alvays epem uwp with
their guns, firing into the darkmess all might leng. We repeat this
trick for & mumber of nighte until the Japaness get used to it and
think we are merely fooling., They pay no attention to us and go to eleep,
It 45 jJust at this moment that we must fall upon the ememy garrisenm,
and, 1f it is not too large, wipe it out. Ve must take their arms and
smnunition and arm ourselves with them, Our first aim is alvays to
Mmﬂlltw.“ﬂlmpnwdmﬂ:;tl‘lchmh
rear garrisons so they camnot throw their full férce against our regular
armies on the main fromts, ﬁhullth-w'nwnlnnlly-thb
fire on ourselves.” T i

This discussion went on for nearly two hours and finally a young
peasant woman spoke, lhmtom.ums.mmm
shynses and said that the regular Chinese armies often lost rifles and even
meaghine guns in retreat, Wounded, sick, or exhausted soldiers often
Areppei thetr guns snd ssmmition during sssspe. Oivilians Vonen and children
in particular,"she sald, must make every effort %o gather up such gums snd
ammnition and hide or bury them if they do not know how to use them.

The enemy, this woman continued, loots ﬂum% ”.
chickens and cattle. The oivilians must waﬁ‘a‘“‘.m
ﬂmumifﬂw.l“h"ﬂllﬂlﬁiNhutﬂ
have nothing to use, Oivilians must allow nothing to remain for them.
'!utul«muﬂ.n-unmﬁ-fn.'ﬂnuﬂ. "We mast
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