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Pacing this audience, =nd gonsidering the title of my

4

address, The Soclal Revolntlon in China, I am reminded of the Chinese
story which was recently republighed in Life megazine, It was about an
old Chinese artist who had spent a 11fetime peinting dragons. His house
was filled with such paintings, One day, as he aat painting another
dragon, he glenced at hils window 2111 and saw a pair of huge EXmxWEX
claws gripping 1t; right behind the claws arose the huge hpad of a dragon
that smiled at him in a friendly manner. Instead of welcomiag the
gxamfmrey creature he had admired all his life, the terrified painter
fled smreaming from the room.

" phe morale of this tale is: "Be sincere.,"

vhen tidled into books, orm related from & platform in Chieago,
a socilal revolutlon may sound exeiting and fascinating, But xksmx what 1f
one came to pay you a friendly visit?

It is strange that Americans, whose history is rooted in
revolution, cower before the words “"revolution”, particularly “soclal
revolution”, Yet Jefferson did now cower bafore either the American or
French revolutions, He makxmmiy sald that such fermentatlona were &
healthy sign, an indicatlon of common men groping for manhood. His

_Jales historic words have come down to uss that "the masses of men are not

born with saddles on their backs, and & chosen few booted and spurred to

ride them legltimately, by the grace of God." ~HeseeNNESSSNOSREE.




s

yet they are & part of the folk lore of China., According %o ﬁho« tales,
the Taipings fought for the poor against the rich; confiscated and
divided land emongst the peasants; fought for principles of human
brotherhood in so far as these were conceived in those days. Hissionarlies
supported the Taipinge when the Rebellion started, because the Talping Xemx
leasder hed been infiuenced by Christianity; but when it beceme clear that
the Taipings were trying to overthrow the decadent Manchus, weak and
convenlent tools of foreign imperialism, foreigners intervened against
him and missionaries ceased to speak rmnn%d' them, The Englishmen,
Chinese Gordon, and the American Frederick Ward, organized mercenary ¥
armies of forelgn riff-raff and adventurers and helped defeat the Talpings
with thelr so-called "Ever Victorious Army", In China, I was always am,zed
to see that Americans made ymmex annual pilgrimages to the grave of
Frederick Ward, south of Shanghai. ot

pre Sun Yat-sen, father of the Chinese nopnbnem
influenced by the Taipings, though he was much more deeply influenced by
the political ldeas of American and British democracy. He was branded as
a traltor by the Wanchus and lived years of his life in exile. While he
had supporters in Amerlca and England, in China 1tself foreigners called
him & orack-pot and a trouble-maker, The 1911 Revolution which he led, and
the Republic whieh he and his followers founded, had to struggle for years
against internal reaction and foreign imperlalist influences,

Many people still ask why Chine remained backward, whereas Japan
emerged as a great power which today challenges the world, This is

sometimes explained by Chinese patrileian scholars who hold that China
possessed no ruling class, like Japan, which could consolidate resistance

to foreign aggression. I do not agrees China had & ruling class, The
scholars who believe such theoriles think in terms of their own status in
China. They themselves are above all classes, only in so far as they are

greatly respected by all classes of the people who honor them for their

€
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learning. This gives them a kind of extra-territorial status. But
in my twelve years in China, I saw class interests divids the ranks of
the scholars, Some became advigers cretaries, or apologists, for
W
hndlorda; and some jolned the Am'

I belleve it wes China's great size and rich natural resources uﬂ
potentiel wealth, far in excess of anything the small Japanese Islands
had to offer to rising forelign mariuiuﬁnf thm% oreign
imperialist nations, China, not Japan, was like a huge barn filled with
mice, to be devoured., The British Op Wiar of 1839 ended in tl.:. &
unequal treates of 1842 which China to i = gt
Exgmx Progressively, Chinese customs, lulé. and other resources, fell
under foreign : and forsigners used them Xm in t:_hair own interests

' . Gl gun=boat ‘
Smeorrmmbdiens  The mmsomaikxirsxkiesxpraxsmisdx indemmitles imposed wupon
China following the Boxer Uprising, and the many forced M:‘MAJ
support of war-lords by various forelgn powers, further yoked China to
the imperialist cart.

fie Americans like to think of ourselves as different from the
ginier greet pawem= in that we returned our share of the Boxer Indemnity
to Chins snd founded r-”"mghn College, -:%x-o we trained Chinese in
Anerican ideals and ideas, But many Chinese belleve today that we
tried td produce good imitatlion Americans, not Chinese patrlots. Most
sducational institutlone established by foreigners in China aimed at
produeing Chinese to sarTve aur own interests and ideas, not China's.
#a apeak of ths Zpen Door polliey as having prevented the dismemberment
of China. It served a goal purpose, but it was primarily the instrument
of our Pusiness interests who clalmed Xkmxximx equal rights with other
forelgners to share equally with them in all they did in China, While
we did not develop & form of imperialism that cougusred Chinese territory,

we did develop economlc imperialism.mikzx In ell my years in China, I
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gsee almost no difference between the attltude of our business and banking
interests,xxxkimxmx nor those of missionaries,
other imperialisms. All regarded the Chinese as inferiors, as "natives”,
As a result of the unequal kemmksmxsxx treatles and all the
insidious developments that followed in their wake, Chinese industries could
t devalop or compete with foreign industries, and those that did grow up
were little more than suxiliaries ‘b‘ foreign banks or business institutions.
Statistlcs compiled by Chinese research aeholu:fi‘:tho past two decades
have shown that 75% of the manufactured products on sale even in the most
remote inland villages of China, were of foreign mamufacture,
It was only the jealousy of the great powers of one another
that saved China from dismemberment and subjeetion. Had Japan been worth
the trouble of subduing and conquering, the foreign powers would have
conquered it It was small end %ﬂ-—m And this 1s the reason

e

_Jeran was Industrielizejf whereas China was not. In 1952, 5 Japanese

-

revolutionary newspaper man sald this to me

T e willd imperialist powers wish China to remain in a semi-
eolonlal position. Japanese imperlallsm wishes to reduce 1t to the status
of & full Japanese colony."

Beceause Chinese industriasl 1ife remained weak end dependent,
mppmxfaxek a strong middle class that might have developed and fought
through to the completion of the demoeratic revolutlon, alse remained
weal and dependent, -I-belleve, thersfore, theb-Ghinels—semi-celenial
posltlon was the.resson thabt -khex Chine-was 1ot WMAAEri1Zeq and that the

| Gninese Republic flowndered for yaars,. losing ity way-im-invernel-mme
- strife, and at times all but perlshed, :
The filrst thing that impressed me wm;/m
‘ tremendous power of roroignars. Foreigners spoke of the
\ life and propersy which was tvaataned
once did I heor anyone speak of the s

he nationalists, WNever
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When I expressed horror at the poverty mfxihex and degradation of the
people, foreigners often challenged me by saylng:
"Well, they seem to like it; what are you crabbing about,"
Abd woe to the Chinese who shded that they didn't like it-eor

woe for any foreigner who did the same, Then we heard tales of "riots"
end "anarchy", of the denger to "peace and order", What I saw was the

~ peace and order of a cemetery. Of a2 whole people nailed to the cross.

% For decades the modern educated classes and the weak industriallists
struggled as best they could; they drew comfort from theil own history and {
civilization, and they drew political principles from the American
revolution, A few missionaries were a modernizing influence in so far
as they advocated soclal reform such as the equality of women, the
unbinding of feet, amde-other=sociekewdds, They did ploneer work in
introducing modern medical institutions into China, but these were but

leenters of Wisti_gn_pmpnsm., re these medical instltutions, I

7 %] have slways questloned the usefulness or desirability of missionaries,
..

i?'

d
comfort from the images of monsters which gnarded the entrances of some

| The word "heathen" heard on the 1ips of a missionary always horrified
me; it sounded like the word "Nigger" in this country. I took a 1little

-

i

.~ Chinese Taolst temples, for the Chinese had given these monsters blue eyes
e In regard to Ching and all Asia, and perhaps to the world, '—J
the l.huah.n Revolition of 1917, opened a new era in world history. This
revelutlon brought the dispossessed wemshme olueMto power to take the

place of the owning classea, It _proolf._im_dw
m ight ~f susjees peopies o equality
—— T -

end independences T TE - threw -donnSHET HRITERE T T T e Bet e R
ne of its first aets in China was to

meke new, equal treaties, glve ur extra-territoriality and

\Mm:;( cedo ol oy
concessions. The Soviet Union, therefore, was branded byA iters as
"the enemy withln the gates of the white world"., The old ory of the
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serious breaches within the ranks of the party, but these were temporarily
petched wp. Fowerful political cliques arose within the party., From 1985«
27, this still united natlonal revolutionary foree, with its new army,
swopt all before it in its march through south China to the Yangtze.
Peasant Leaguss, trade union and student unlons, arcse to welcome n in
glgantic general strikes. And the workers of Shanghail had %
‘m-?ﬁm“km; was the stronghold of Par Eestern lmperialism, and alse
the genter of Chiness nasscent industry. OChinese Xmmtwxkexikimx industrialisti
thought 1t quite all right for workers J&Mto a}_r}k’ and
demend shorter hours, higher mu, and eivil rm. A“p thuig_
workers did the same, that was a horse of another color, And Army officers
in the revolutlionary army whose famillies were landlords viewed with
growing hostility the demands of the Peasant Leagues, ewimebaieewtmy
‘Ko Peasant Leagues demanded, for instance, that Dr. Sun Yat-sen's plan
“""*’---..t.w mg reduction of rent by 25% be put in force, instesd of the landlords
taking 50% of the crop end exacting usurious interest on loans.
combinatién of all such factors, wlth countleas others,
led to a split of the Kuomintang, in Shanghai, in 1927, The terror to
purge China of Comvministe begen. And almost anyone with revolutionary
ideas, Cormumist or non-Commmnlst, was hmnted down and, if cap é.u
I arrived in China #n New Ysar's day, 1929, when this had b.m _;‘ﬁ
going on for a yeer end a half, The country seethed with turmoil, \ i
There was & congealed hatred sueh I had met for the first time in my :
life. Tho forelgn pollce of Shanghai hunted down rebels, branded them
ag Comrminists, and turned them over to the mmem imprisoned or :
killed., Then they used what they oannd‘mlntao barbarity as proof that
extra~territoriality should not be and foreigners brought
under Chinese law, e
The conservatives wishin the W(h;d founded a new
Chinese Government in Nanlking, which had been elmost immediately
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recognlzed by the mnt powers--all except the Soviet Union, The new Nxmik
Nanking Government had broken relations wlth the Soviet Government and
driven the Russian advisers from the country on the ground of interfering
in Chinese affairs, Madame Sun Yat-sen, widow of Dre Sun, and many other
middle-class intellectuals of legntl or democratic outlook, had fled
to Europe in exile.

The new Chinese government then tried So introduce 2 new
era of industrialization and mmmm,% capitalist lines,
It tried to nationali,e mwmmdxzxsf public utilitles--an act that aroused
the hostility of foreigners, just as tho demand
the abolition of the unequal treabaa. No foreign p%%!'

abolish” the old treaties but trioﬁ' tso Jguide China in the way they wished
it to go. Thelr mturromu in fexmx China's internal affairs seemed
to them quite all right, Germen militery advisers were attanced to
the new Government, Americens were financlel advlisers, and an Englishman,
sir Ferderick Whyte, was adviser to the Minlstry of Foroig'nrzafraira. e
'ﬁp new Goverrment came up ugninstmmf;l.ontmom power end privilege
at every step, and was too weak to throw 1t offe

One of the first things I heard in those days was of the
rising Ohinese Red Army, This Army was referred to as "Red bandits",
1t arose in this ways when the terror agsinst the mass movement began
in 1927, some of the Kuominteng armies with Communist or leftist commanders
hed moltod} and tried to fight thelr way back to Canton in
the south and mkoﬂh the base of a new revolutionary government, They
were defeated in a series of running battles, but the remnants, under
General Chu Teh, one of the early Kuomintang revolutionaries who had
become & Communist, had assembled in the mountains of Klengsi m
in the south, Mao Tse-tung, a peasant leader, had led Xwmmxhitx
thousands of peasants and a few hundred troops to join this new
revolutlonary Army. Mao became tho supreme polisical director of the
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1t seems bto me that they csl 1 themselves Communists because they are
Oomuta.y They do not try to consollidate m elass in power,
end 'i;é«'ﬁ% ‘they conceive of history,msx not as a statle force, Dut ever-
changing to more advanced forms of soclety.
Their political theories were whdspkyx widely propagendd <<

tmong the common people and within the ranke of their Red Army, which
had a powerful snd all-permeating Politlcal “epartment whose duty it was q
to educate and l.nt:om the troops end inspire them with a consclousness
that they were the sdvance guards of the oppressed in the struggle for
maxx progressive forms of life, The Army was taught thet it wes an
instrument of history. '

Neither in those years, now today, are all soldiers in the
Chinese Red Army Comrmnists. How many Commmnist Party members are wlthin
1ts ranks only the leaders of the Party iteelf lmowd, SwaxmovmudaEmoEER
Most of the commanders were Compmnists, end all the Politlcal workers were
memberss The Party ltself gulded the Army and the reglons which the Army
guarded, 7

I myself have always considered the soclal revelutlion, as
represented by the Chinese Red Army end the Commmiets that led 1t, as

_one of the most supreme manifestations of the triumph of the human mlnd

over the most bibisr mobtarial diffienlties, ‘ Head it Doen a bandit army, as
its enemies charged, it could have bsen cm&"od. The people -ﬁ.ono would

have erushed it, and every men's hand turned azalnst 1t, As 1t was
the mmdxxerinxxakaxsawyxkiax owning classes of

— 1d that 1t threatemed thelr pockete

—+s5aelities were
turned against 1t, bel
and thelr power, Which.it did, But many Chinese of
property themselves jolned this new force--another manifestatéon of the
power of Xdmx intellectual convietlon over everything els~,
In those days In Chine, I often gngw"’ii' ouF own 1T ——
P2

-~
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for their rights to manhoods I should think that every dﬁinno, regardless
of olass, would be proud of thelr own common people; e;pd 1 believe that
future generations of Oh!.ncse\ will be,

But this Red Army of China was eventually defeated, though by
no means destroyed, They werc dofeated in a seriss of battles in
1934, The strategy leading to the doreﬁt of the main Red Army in Khagu,
Province was formlated by Genoral von Seeckt of the Corman Reichwehr, and
his ocorps of German military as=istants, If you want to mﬁt_;:ﬁl_:n
of human being helped defeatf the Chinese poor, please look at thils week's
issue of Life magazine and find von Seeckt's éhotoguph. It says more
then anything I nmight say.

After defeat, 100,000 of the Chinese Red Army sterted on
thelr epie "Long March" across freom 8,000 to 12,000 miles of Chinese
territery, throush the mountalns of Sibet end Sikong, toward the far
northwest, They had to flght powerful armles every step of their way.
After neerly two years it emerged into the far northwest, where other
Red Aﬁi-l Joined 1t from other parts of the country. On the Long March,
more than half of the 100,000 men who had started from Elangsi had been
killed or had dled of starvatlon zmm# or cold, Arriving on the plalns
of Kansu and 3hensl, the war against them continued to rage untlil the Sian
Inoident of December, 1956, brought it to en end, Under the clouds of
Japanese imperieslism, the natlionsal united front was then again reformed,
each side making concessions. The Red Army agreed to change 1ts name to
the 8th Route Army and come under the general command of the National
Defence counen[.:: give up its poliey of land confiscation, It refused
to surrender control of the politicel department within its renks, for
they called Xmix this department its "life line", It also demanded that
the Chinese Govermnment teke the first sbteps to the introduction of
democrasy. A deadlock occurred there and has continued ever sinco.

- I saw the Red Eymy for the first time in Janumery, 1937.
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1 asked myself then, and ask 1t still; "what 1s thing bundle of flesh and
bones which we Ceﬂéa;hn humgn body? VWhat 1s the power of the humen spirite®
I glimpsed dimply, as we all oan glimpse but dimply, the xkzsagiumf
power of humen intelligence and conviction over flesh and bones, For I
saw veterans of ten years of oivil war and of the Long Mareh, men who hnd
onee been the poorest of the poor--snd stlll were the poorest of the poors
I had expected to find dejected, desperate, half-dead men, Instead, 3£/
found young, happy men with gleaming eyes, imbued with a boundless
conviction that Xwspomeaxkx the future victory would be theirs, They
were the most literate Army in China. They carried booka and pamphlets
and newspapers in their packs; they published their own text books,
newspapers and magazines; they sang eternally--songs of conviction and
triumph, One of the first questlons some of these soldlers asked me wasg

What's the latest news from Spain®. And this at & time when
most Chinese dld not even lmow that Spaln axisted, _

They all lmew thet Hitler and his hordes had come Lo power,
--8nd they Imew what Pasclsm meent, They inew about the conquest of
abyul.ni:n by Italien Pascism, and of the Fasclst attack on the Spenish
Republic, They were convineed that these events, with the Japanese
invasion of Manchuria in 1931, were the prelude to the second world
war in which all countries eventually would be drawn.

This llns‘ of thought, with its innumerable connotations and
expressions, was the fruitg of the Politlcal training carried out in that
Army, But an idea that ias nc;t reallzed, anfd idee with no force behind 1%,
is an empty thing and can be conquered by an armed forse, They werc an

ermed conviction,
The Red Army, then re-named the 8th Route Army, end now known

es the 18th Group of Armies, was ordered by the Chinese Govermment %o
penetrate to the rear of the Japanese Army of oceupation in nerth China.
It did so. I went with 1t, Then I watched 1% utilize 1ts famed
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guerrilla warfare, which it had perlected as a powerful technique to .
inflict defeats upon en enemy many times 1ts strength in weapons of .wu-.
Po this technique 1t wedded its polltical indoctrination teo give itas
troops the conviection that they were fighting for a cause worthy even
of death.

: Springing from the masses, as this Army had, 1t had also
- perfected & technicue of mase orgenisation, training and sducatlon of
the common people which enabled it %o mobilize, train, and lead millior).l
of the common peop}e in north and northwest China. In later months,
the New Fourth Army, a branch of the old Red Army, earried ocut the same
tactics along the lower reaches of &he Yangtze, The political workers
in the Army, most of them intellectuals who pourod by the thousands to
this Army, begen to organize -Anti-.‘l'mo Assoclatlons of peasants,
merchants, youth, women, and children, end in thls way drew every person
inot the wer of resistence, In llberated areas ifowx great Training
Oﬁt were u‘lﬂn—.ehod through which tens of thousands of men and women
h;ﬂ since studled. It was a vast, all-permeabting system. After the
Chinese Industrisl Cocperatlves began to be organiszed in 1938, this Army
selzed upon this technique and ecovered the liberated areas in the north and
northwest with industrial cooperetlves to menufacture essentlal supplies
for the Army and the people.

Our press often reports on internsl confliocts in China, and
official Chinese charge that the Cormunilsts have agein Introduced Soviets
within the territory they econirols 3ince I spent nont}u with the varlous
Communist armies, this is what I sawy

When the Japanese occupled north China, they dlf.lt.'d and drove
out the regulsr armies., Many wealthy people and offlclals retreated with
the regular armles, The Japanese established thelr own power and put up
puppet govermments in the towns and villages. The 8th Route Army went

in, defeated the Japanese end recaptured countless places, and wiped out
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bitter, and the soldiers would havs t.ohinbujod with great Iintellectual A

to enable them to fight for years against a power such as the Jepenese
Armys China would have to malke wp In splirlitual conviciion for what it
lgcked in armement. So Politlcel Departments were formed within the
ranks of most of the nationelist armles and men were put through a course
of training to direct these departments, The system of pollilecal
tralning in the nationalist armles followed the fomm of the Sommmiste
sommended armies, but the content was not the smme., In some of the more
beckward srmies, the politiocel departments did not exlst at all, or were
but a paper plan, In armies commanded by reactionary Yenerals, the
system of political training has seemed to closely parralel that of
‘Fasolsm, Slogans in the torritory of reactlonary armies, for instance,
are often this:
g "One country, one party, one laasder,"

Strmltaneously with the formatlon of rolltleal Departments in the
nationslist amies, Generallssimo Ohlang estcbllshed a training centex
in which offieers from the regular ammlies were baught guerrilla and
moblile warfare, Some of the Instructors in these Iinstltutlions were

The fall of Nanklng led to further great developments which I

elass as a part of the soclal revolubion nov taking place in Chinas

Ohlef of these was the formatlon of Chinese Industrial Cooperatives.
As the coastal regions fell to the enemly, people carrled out what
machinery and tools they ecould, to the far west, and when Hamkow fell in
late 1938, the same proceedure was followed. Today there are 2,000
Industrisl Cooperatlves, owned and menaged Dy the men who work in thems
They manufacture some USLL1,550,000 worth of essentlsl goods .,M
ind support about one million people, most of them Mr men
and women made destitubs by the war, These .'.’ud/nltrm Coaperatives have
made a radicel breek with the paci ;u/.;‘na’t they are the seed-bed of
e :
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political and economlc democracys Mot only do they manufacture esaential
supplies for the Army and the peeple, but they malnteln schools, heelth
centers, newspapers, and small theatres, and, like the armles ,puivcods
shriooonoomensprpers create thelr own songs, They are a fremendous :
@evelopment proving man's croative capacity on a veluntary, instead of
forced, basis,

Beceuse of the demoeratic nature of the Cooperatives,
powerful m- have feared thelr future power., Such conflicts have now
boen settied, This has Leen due Lo the democrabtic infiuence exsrcised
by ln number of Americans who are deeply interested in the Industrial
Cooperativess In such instances, American influence has beemn all to the

ol —

ANOBEm. Sraet——@ dine saalal mauelubts~ " T . sonsleta
of such scientific medlicel institusions as the National Feelth Administration
and the Chinese Red Cross Medlcsl Corps. I was a publicity worker and a
fleld worker in thé “ed Oross Medlcal Corps from ite inseption in Hankow
in 1938, This organisation grew out of nothing, Mwk had no money and ne
medicel supplies, The lot of the Army slck and wounded was herrible,
and China'e anclent indifference Lo the lot of soldiers welghed upon the
country like a corpse. The medical personnel of the Chinese armies
conslsted of some 200,000 men, of whom 20,000 held the rank of medical
officers Dbut only a few, even of the medical officers, hed seientifie
medical knowledge, while the vast majority had no nore than first-sid
training. 4An ordinery nurse in a misslonary hospitel could begome the
chief medical oificer in & Chinese Army In those days, and even perform
operations.

The armies were miserably equiyped with surgical instruments
and medical suppliles. The forelgn medicel supplles sent to Ching by
America and Englend and obher countries were glven to \u ::hﬂ.m
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hospitals and missionary statlons. 7The aimerlcan and Britlsh Red
Oross Sooleties would not help the Chinese Armies, nor even the Chinese
Red Cross Medlcal Corps. Only the Soviet TUnlom and, later tho Rmmk
Red Cros=s Socilety of Scotland, helped the Chinese Red Medlcal Corps, Only
shortly before Pearl Harbor did the American Hed Cross begin alding their
Chinese colleagues. I must tell you that this arcused great bitterness
emong many Chénese, just as it did In my own heart, I conslidered that
we were responsible for the Chinese wounded soldlers, as for the air-rald
victims, because it was our war materisls which had mede Jepan's in¥asion
possible,

The Chinese Red Crpss Medical Corp8, In cooperstion with the
National Heelth Administration end s mumber of excellently trained medical
men in the Army Medicel Service, hed to depend on overseas Chinese for money
and medicel ald, The Chinese of Jeva xmeaxkkakwx for years defrayed the

. entire expenses of the¢ Chinese Red Cross Medical Corpse Ome American

institution helped us: it was the American Burean for Medical Ald te China,

‘whose organizer was a Chinese professor of lMedicine in New York; he worked

with a number of men of the Rockefeller Foundatlonj and to that extent we
again were a good influence in China,

The Chinose development of the medical care of the Army sick
and wounded and for the masses of olviligns, is one of the great sagas
of this age., It is a story of dramatlc herclsm, unheralded and mm;.
Suffice to say here that teday the roux;dats.onu of soclalized medicine
have becn Rald in Chine, with free clinics over great areas, opened to alle
There are now nins grest milltery medl€al training schools located near the
verious Ironits, in which thousands of medical officers and others from th
various armies get the necessary emergency tralning te equip them for
military medichl service. '

in connection with the Red Cross Medlcal Corps, another civilian
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organizatlion, the "Priends of the Wounded Soelety" grow up. It became
2 olvilian euxiliary branch to the Red Cross Wedilcal Corps and the Amy
Medical Service. Inmmerable ﬂa&plo have now changed thelr ancient
indifference to the lot of the wounded, Generalissimo Chiang Kal-sghek
onoe issued an order to the counbry, for all civilliens to salute wounded
soldlers, ~The soldiers felt new dignity end the clvilians learned new
responsibilities,

Compassion for the unfortwnate is not universel in China, by any
mesns, any more then In our own commtry, Less by far, If 1t bo sald, as
1t ofton has, that the Ohinese lack compassion, then must I reply that
have been satisfied. It is a flower that blossons on the leisure margins
of our human existence. In the past, Chinese poverty has permitted ho |
leisure, Compascsion grows and flourishes in relabive prosperity, provided
that - 5 omlichtened with un!.varml vis!.on. And without )

apapd
—~—— vision, is has been sald, menkind will perish, \ W.rm&j- GaUL'

Yot, oven mikmmmfthough they had never enjoyed lelsure or any
meesure of prospority, now harvested the frults of education, still
I often saw common soldlers in all the armles of Ohina, helping thelr

d with groat tendermess. Soldders carrled their womrades from the
battlefiein e T e —— miehear and the lightly
wounded struggled bto neip réerely wounded, I saw peasant stretcher

bearers, wellamt in bitter winter weathor ‘thelr burdens, They had
removed thelr jackets end spresd them over the ‘OMW
T ®@e wpper parts of thelr own bodles wore mkmksx bare to the bitter cold.
Two of my most precious friendships In China were with Dr,
Robert K, Lim, director of the Chinese Red Cross Kedlcal Corps, and Dpr,
loo Chih-teh, Surgeon-Genersl of the Army Hedical Administ»-+<oms Thous Though
they had looked upon millions of the dead and “,-ng, they had never grewn
indifferent or callous to sufferine. soth men, and countless others like

—
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them, might have fled the horrors of war and held high medical positions
in this countrye Dr, Lim hlmsell 1s the only foreign member of the
Amevicen Academy of Sclences Instead, Lhey chese bto remain in China
and do ﬁt-Mclo call "eab bitserness" with their people, Would that
all the aristocratic refugees from the world, now in this country, might
learmn mtthl.na,- at least, from thom.

¥y maln lnterut‘ in China was the Chinese armyes, so this
talk of mine emphasises the changes Lhal have taken place in the minds of
the soldlers. In our country, the civilian population is elways more
progressive than the srmed lorcess But in China, I found the soldlers and
of ficers at the front more progressive, on the whole, than officiels nd
Wx some civilians in the rears 1 would not say that an
Army is always reactlomary. Buc 1 would say that 1t need not bes ¥When
combined with politleal trainiag, 1t can Lecowe a great foree for goods
Our own Asmy seems 5o be ofrald of politieal éraiatng of Ghe troops, and
_any people arve afrald thal demagogues will take advanbage of our armed
forces after the war and use Lhew to lntroduse @ concealsd brand of
Fasciem in this couniry.

Prom what I heve read, 1t seems to me that George Weshington, :
an aristoerat, recognized Lhe great value of political ideas in an Avmye
Tom Paine was with Vashingbon's Ariy, ssikingogu writing spoeches,
srticles, and xpmpxx pamphlets on o drume. Ihese speeches washingoa had
read bo his troops to keep up thelr courage end doterminavion. One of
Tom Paine's famous documents ned these words, wihlch wo may well mak
apply to the present: that "these Aax-a the Gimes that try men's souls. The
mskkmxsakx swmer soldler aud sunshine pabriot will in this orisis
shrink,"

Inchinl. the srmiss Sie anobler lod-bﬂﬂ'mw
gbout the fubures monym.ummmMaMmtm
mm What 1s u-ntm mwrmtnmmutm



a5
then we had in the past? And, remembder, Sy waniy for over a rundred
years, China has eaten bitterness, If poor mén are asked to give thelr
1ives for their countIy, suwgx as have five million Chinese soldlers, they
have the right to a future Jzsmdmgem thet guarentees all their feople
a decent 1ifee

As I sald, there are Lvo systems of political training in the
ghinese armies--that In the Commmist-commanded armies, and that in the
nstionellst armles, Bub numverless soldiers in the nationellst armies
also know of the democratic conditions prevelling withing the 18th end
New Fourth Armies, News travels by word of mouthe i

I onoe asked Genersl Li Chung-jenm, 8 et et tatd and Sovmander=
in-chlef of the Fifth War Zone, what he considered Chine's galns in the
war, He replied:
P mmsrm.mtorum.nymmwn
have gained time in which to develop gurerrille erd mobile werfare and
wege & war of attrition. We'tve reformed our administrative and
eduoationel institutlons, bullt now tndustrios and schoolsj and though
we have lost berribory, 56111 pmx national consolonaness has incrensed
with every step of Japanesc advances"”

Nationallst comuanders repeatedly stated that the greatest

galn in Ghe war was Lho davelopment of nabtlonal sonaglousnens, ¥illlons
ol ahiumi have been driven from thelr homes by the Jepanese, to
toil for Ghousands of miles To safoty. Nillions of soldliersy "_“/,
villages, have moved over the entlre face of the soum EhaeTTor
rolitioal Departments in the avmigs hss=""" Thoir duty, wherever "Student
Armies" and o 83 Sorvice Gorps™ had been permitted to operate
inform the soldlers, the soldlers have learned not only
soout Ghelr owm nation, but also sbout all the countries of the world.

They bave leamed patrlotic songs and seen patriotic plays, hesrd
leotures and perticipated in dlscusslions, and thelr ideas desmm in turn

{
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have been corrmnicated to the eiviliane In whose homes they live,
There are no tents in China and the soldlers 1lve in the homes of the
poople wherever #hm homes exist, There 1a a direct connestlon between
the extent of political training in the varlous Chinese armmles and In
their fighting strengbth. Tho wall-trained armles have been a great foree
in the awakening of the people,

A new, good, idea, in China, acts 1ike a weapon, So the greatest
struggle going on in the country 1s for the control mftxkmmurkix or
dtrection of thought. The soldiers are all the wore Lmportant because
they have guns in their hands, 8 = =

I consider uﬁ: rosson the Chinese G vernment hes demanded
that the Chinese Cormmmnist armies dlesolve end onter the renks of the
netionalist armies--snd this is the reason the Commnists will nots
There are 500,000 men under sims in the 10th Group and New Fourth Armies,
but their ldeologloel influence roaches far beyond bhe
It oen be sald thet these troops, ; others in the nationalist
 ermtes, will no to=—"Tay down thelr guns after the war and reburn

-‘—)yir pre-war status under the landlords, nor to the factoriess in whieh

trade unlone are elther non-extstent or only figmenits led by offisialss

In this comnectlon, it must also be remembered that the Communist Armies
take in only volunteers, whereas the natlonallst armies are conseripteds
Snd I mmust add that rich men's sons are not conseripted, though many ef

them have volmnboered to get offilcors training. ST Adtonrg)
3o the political training in the Compmnist-commanded armies

is a thorn in the flesh of the Government. Officlal charges that these

ermies do not fight is not true, The Japanose see to that, At least

a thlrd of Jepen's armmed strength In China 1s oonstlntlzpd’dﬁ

—
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Gommander Chen I, of the Comrunial New Pourth Army, once
published a significant artiele In the Armyts monthly magazine, Resist ™
Consider the conmotations behind his words, which made a survey of the state
of learning smong hils troops, Mme paragraph reads

Amgn. wno hede gpent years in this Amy will have listened to

thoussnds of reports, attended thousands of conferences read
mundreds of books, and teken pert in tens of mmdreds of battles,
1f, after this, he has not yet learned to drive forward to create
a new world, there ies something wrong with him, not with the system
of training.

Commander Chen called upon the troops to emmlate X "China's
ancient spirlt of learning”. Ho guoted maxims which are like Germites
in the Chinese language, indicating the methods by wh.ch poor men have
strugsled for knowledge. Some of these maxims wereg

Tie your head to & pillar by your delt to prevent falling

aslsep while you study.

Put a pin in the back of your jacket,

Cut a hole in your wall end stesl light from a neighbor,

Study by the reflected light of snows

In that same Army I saw many slogans painted on wallis,mmt all

of them reflecting ideas and goals. Some read;
China fights for world democracy.
ghere there iz no struggle, there ls death.

Only by knowledge can youth be strengthened to reconstruct
the new world,

Men nhm_:ld be proud of all things constructed by lebor and
Roalise 8il of Dr. Swa's throe principless national liberation,
S e T TS Sonisesis vossing of vastingy T
I was once with a detachment of Commander Chen's army not far
from the Japsnese-occupled city of Nanking, and one d.a_y_ watched a review
of & detachment of 1,700 men, This detachment had once bosn ermposed
entirely of Red Army guerrilles from the olvil war days, Wishing to know
how many such men were left, Commander then asked for a raising of handse
Just 45 hands went upe, Others had been killed or meimed. The others
were new volunteers from the villages.
I talked with some of the soldlers o see what they hed

learned since joining the irgy. One young soldler of 20 was typlcal,.



He was & poor peasamt, who, befors Lo had Jolned up Lwo years before,
hed Besn asble to read his own name and sbout o dozen words, He couldn't
write, Now he sould read the Armyts weekly newspaper bubl nod yot ita
advaneed monthly magazine. Ie could write for hls batalllont's wall
newspaper. He had lesrmed ths e:sentials of Chinese and world seography,
but eould not work with maps, The detachuent had 0o maps.
He didn't ¥now the world wes round, and smiled at me and askedg
"Jell, vhat of i1te"
To me also 1t didn't matter 1f the earth word round or flat,
This boy hed fought in tweaby large battles and mmmemhle
smaller skirmishes, had been wounded twlee end had had malarin once,
He dlan't know what coused malaria, but thought Florence Nightingale
and Pasteur had something to do with 1%, UHe had heard khxk about thesey
two great foreisners because the Army galzbru u.‘.l Florecnoe Nightingale's
snniversary anmually As a moans of spreading sclentific medlcal knowledge.
mmdmuuomdamrorthm-hhhrm

Preserve the spirlt of N ung?
umm’a& teur,

This m soldier imew nothing of the lsws of solence, but
explained it that & man could not learn everything within twc yoars, He
hoped to study in the Army Training Camp where courses in natural science
were among those given.

But when it came to general polliticel knowledge, the young lad
had learned a lot, He lmew vhich were the Fasclst sountries, end what made
them Fescist, He sald they had theories of racial superiority and advocated
wgr end the conquest of weaker and smeller commtries like Chlna, In
Faseist countries, he explained, great 1andlords and industriallasts
owned the means of 1ife and the people had to obey them, R

Discuesing the Soviet Union, he sald Hdmx it wee 2 soclalist
country where there were no landlords snd industrailists who owned
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political subjects taught in the New Fourth Army:

Prineciples and Tactlcs of the Natlonal nited Front,

History of the Chinese Revolutlon.

History of China's relations with Japan and other countfies,

The Three People's Frinciples of Dr, Sun Yat-sena

The History of Human Progress.

The Japanese languagé.

There are & great variety of other subjects, including hygiene,
sxyehaisgy physiology end anatomy, natural science, propaganda tactics
in the ranks of the enemy army, end all aspects of mase mobilizatlions
Please note the subject; "History of Human Frogress”, studying note-books,
I saw that this course traced the history of humen soclety through stages
of savagery, barbarism, feudalism, and capltalism, with the big finger
of history pointing toward Socialism, I notised the emphasis placed
upon Darwinism. In lectures on the "History of China's relations with
foreign countries”, I noticed sub-headings such as "military, politlcal
and cultural aggressicn agsinst Ohina," and under the heading of ‘
“gultural min' I noticed that Christian missionaries were put on
the spot. M’k _‘m duath E“ E'& 9»L¢l? :::—L::u ,1‘-:‘ :i:h'w? o g TThe Sedest

m- is a mhjools too long to take up here, Let us turn to
the regimentel training camps of the natlionallist armles or the bigger
Training Camps maintained by the most advenced of nationalist armies such
as the Kwangsi Army. The basic political thought in these armies was
the three prénciples of Sun Yat-sen--natlonalism, democracy and
improvement in the people's livelihood. The Comminists baught these ‘
principles also, but insisted that they all be carried out during the war
to strengthen resistance and give the people the status of eltizenship.,
The nationalist armies emphasized only national liberation and, under
Government direction, left democracy and internal reforms to The Government
after the war.

Other subjects tanght in the advanced natlionallist armles
were theseg ) '
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but private gain; such men are political morons who should be stripped
of all power and influence, Our State Department has Jjust announced proudly
that i1t knew as early as 1937 that the Japanese planned to congquer all
Asia, Knowing this, wectidbxmmidckmgy the country was not informed and we
did nothing, When my ship steamed into San Pedro Harbor in June, 1941,
I watched three big Japenese tankers, l¥ying heavily in the waber and
slowly steaming out to the Far East.

The Chinese knew all this. The Chinese nationailst divisional
gnd regimental commenders were often of a very high type. Thelr speech
was permeated with progressive ideas, often of a Socialist utiro-

Perhaps they didn't know they were Socialist, or they didn't care. They
judged ideas by their worth, In evenings around candle lights, around
camp fires, or in my quarters, for hours we all discussed the future of
China and of the world, A gemmkx deep feeling of human solidarlity and
love grew up between us. One divislonal commander, Major-Gensral
Chung Yi once asked me a series of guestions with other commanders in
other places asked in other words. They wereg

"“Do you believe that America, France, and Britain really
wish us Chinese to win this war and emerge a strong, independent country?
Aren't they, instead, afrald of the effesct of our vietory upon the
people of Indias, indo-China, and the Dutch East Indles? How else can we
explain the sale of war materiels to Japan? Do they not hope that both
OhmiA 11 become so exhausted by war that we can be more easily explolited
in the future than in the past®”

This man, and other asked me & thousand questions, 3Some werejg
the state of various political partles in Americe; the difference between
the Republican and Democratic Parties; the effect of the Hearst press
upon American public opinion; Japanese propagande and espionage in
‘America and its effects; they asked me 1f members of the American Congress



T

"

3>
']

- k-{}-r::tn ;tr—

n

30
had been bribed by the Japanese %o prevent the fortificatlon of guamy if
I thought China should adopt the cepitallst system which led to wars of
gonquest and could not even take care of its own people, Some suspected me
of being a Christien, Not that they were intolerant of any religion; they
were not. But Christainity in China has generally be associated with
imperislist aggresion. I found that Chinese resented the fact that
America thought China might be worthy of equality only because & few of
its leaders were Christians,

Now, what of the future? Well, I haven't been back in
Americe long enough to xuixEhpxiekxng make proph;!l.n—-mhh I consider
a kind of fortune-telling to taeke the place of study and thought. So I
een't say whet will happen in China, except to say that it depends on
mth-pponlordooamthappmt-o-ﬂ thomlern.ltnromdpnph
for the introductlon of demoeracy. Nor do I belleve people will wait
until the ruling class has consolidated its power suffieiently to continue
dominating the country., There 1s deep bitLerness over war-profiteering,
and this 1s not merely widespread among the people, but there are some
democratic men within the ruling party, the Kuomintang, who have no use
for corruption. gueh men are progressive demoorats, but they hold no
power, :

Muech that happens in China will depend also upon what America
does, and what steps we take to meke our country worthy of emulation.
We hold the purse-strings end weapons of war mist come from here, Shall
they be glven only upon certain stated or implied conditlons that the
Chinese Communists, for instance, mst be suppressed, Or shall we exerclse
mxxmEx & genuinely democratic influencef? *Our support of the Chinese
Industrial Cooperatives is valuable; Recently the American Red Cross has
been ablée to transport 43 oases of medical luppli.'i to the 18th Group
Army, the first 1t has received within three years becsuse one of the

9
é«o pro-Fascist armlies in China blockade that Army end have prevented even
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. medicel supplies from reaching the sick and wounded men of the 18%h Group

Army. This was & xX3% violation of Red Cross agreements and of
fnternational law generallys

If powerful American business try to invest and Sake over China,
directing 1t in Xwmke the way of sapitalism, thet also will meet with
widespread hostility in China; yet some of our moronic business men are
planning some such moves

At least one clause of Dr. Sun Yat-sen's last wills "the
avakening of the people" has Dbeen fairly well achleved in Ohina, And many
men are afrald of an enlightened, awakened people., 1n any cass, China
stands st the most declsive point in 1ts history, as does the world in
general, Remember Tom Paine's words: "PLove are the times that try ments
:ou'lu} The summer soldier nd the sunshire patriot will in this crisis

shrink,"
VWang Ching-wel, leading Fuominsang member and former Premier,
= ———snranr In S~rTour ol orisas, be a traltor apanese.

Behind his actlon were meny things, one of them xR the fear of an
enlightened, awakened and organlzed people with guns in their hands,
8o he has accepted the Japaness slogan of antl-Commanism and has these
words across his banner: "Chinese people's anti-Communist Government."
In our abttltude toward China, I think we should remember our
own molur.ionary history; remember our soldiers who were once ragged and
bungry and lousy and without adequate medical care, Unlike China, the
seas protected us from enemies that banded against us, China's struggle
is much harder than ours because of this, and we are not helping even
ourselves when we listen to some writers who lay booby~trape for us such
as the idea that we muet leave Japan'with strong bases sufficient to
counter-balance China end the Soviet Union. With Wallace, I belleve this
should be the future of the common man, and with Jefferson I bellieve that
the genius of the common people has been burled in the rubbish heap, and
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