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I was once with a Chinese Army that
brought in a bundle of trophies £aptured in battle.
One document was a repox;t from = Japanese offlcers
to some higher commanding body. This document
purported to be a study of the weaknesses and
the strength of the Chinese armies. ‘Frentelaie..

~mrem—dataminating - shalsnonis -adout Ghinese in
Jewereal,

wlsbeeaotemenwl interested me very much,
for it was China as seen through Japaneee eyes.
For instasnce, under "Chinese Xmmkmexzssixwmxxmxdx
Erakxehex@hinexe "strenth" we read that the Japanese

had to be very careful of every Chinese man, woman

or childwem, even in the most distant M’
because of the «sill® spread of nationalist and
revolutionary ideas. The intellectual class,
read the report, had carried new ideas to ®he

i

most distant So, ontinued, y

the Japanese hx could n 5:4 trust any Chinese

Nrin Mm ;
Mﬂ.—h poison his water or fdod,

or stab him in the back.



I was armsed by a psart of the report

of daud Thek
he Chinese are xmgxxsaximgax so ignorant

gnakx of scientific warfare, seetetaesmmlily thot

on ﬁm_’"zeaknesses' of the Chinese Armies".
4

they don't even know when they are defeated.) ®f

oAz A ssod. As 1t

“ they went on fighting. ‘fbeing ingorant,
Kaxkamghxagxsmehxkningsyxbmk

they place their guns in the most unkeard of places

which surprise the Japanese, and their troops,

particularly the guerrillas, attack W as

no trained soldiers should attack an enemy at war,

e A S—

SomElskeskapeRbaniieesLre eI  Some months
ago, Dr. Judd, one of our new con’ressmen, made
a speech in Congress in which he dared discuss
our attitude toward colored races, It was a very

important speech, but went unnoticed. Dr., Judd

had been & missionary doctor in boti Japan and

China and he spoke xhmx both languages. ~WNEE.
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k.]'apanese divisiox%&zpied the Chinese city in
which he had & hospital, he talked with e
Japanese commanders, They Jalme told him{fhat
the Chinese don't know how to fight. Military
science 1s the ssme around the world, the Japanese
officer said, but the Chinese don't .
it. And that is the reason it is hardgg;to
fight and conquer thé that it is to fight and
conquer the Germans, for instance, This Jap
officer sald to Dr. Judd:

"When you Americans fought the Yermans

g terrain
in the first world war, you @ould look at a/mxg

and know just where the Germans would put tieﬁﬁ

artillery, and just where their infantry would eems

-

You could make plans to repel them., But the
Chinese never put their guns or their infantry
in the right place§. We have defeated them and

defeated them and defeated them,xRmkxxikkkxiRe¥
¥Rt RxAURXERRXRAKARX  When have the Chinese won

& real victory? Not even once. But still they

won't sue for peace,"

wﬁ' S -

- i



IaPnce talked to a Japanese officer who
was captured by Chinese guerrillas along the
lower Yangtze. He was brought in, and I saw
he was not wounded--which was unusual, for
you generally have to wound a Japanese before
you can capture him,

This officer told me that he‘&igptured
in this way: Two of his soldiers had left
barracks one morning and gone out to a village -
%o get some chickens he said. This means they
went out on-a looting expedition as usual.
Night came and they had not yet returned. This
officer went outside the barracks and climbed
2 hill and looked around. He saw nothing,

On the hill were some clumps of brush, nothing
else, Sﬁddenly, from the brush, a pair of hands
gripped his legs, and another palr of hands
throttled him. ' Then he was carried away,

and brought to the guerrilla headquarters.,

This Japanese officer looked at me and
in withering scorn said:

"Brave men do not fight this wayl"



S o
Once in a press conference in % /
& Japanese military spokesman told foreign
newspaper correspondents that the Chinese are
so degraded, so debased, that even women sometimes
fight them in battle. The men give the women
hand-grenades, he said, and the women hurl

them at the Japsanese,

As a rule, Chinese women do not fight in
battle, Yet I have seen very many who ha@g .
Romghixkmxzgmm In one guerrilla Army I-l-rnubL
gt s
a’\re glmental commander ,NinGuiitfrewemtms,
Eventually she became xhk®mx one of the highest
staff officers of the entire guerrilla armye-
The Japanese knew about her}and their newspapers
always called her "Chen Tu-fei", or "Bandit
Chen",

In another place I met a woman had been
oneé of the first guerrilla fighters of China,
She didn't know a thing about warfare, but she
had commanded a platoon of civilians who also
knew nothing about war. They merely killed
Japanese. When I met her, she was studying in

a military training school, but I never found
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out if they were improving upon her methbd.s or
not. o

As a rule, Chinese women have other means
of fighting than_“h_en;:f}z. ‘%f!a’ruqﬁ;g}}\sr
so-called "Student Armies b-’\ here
are marx "Women's National Sslvation Associations"
and "Women's Anti-Japsnese Associations” in the
war zones, ~I:| the vast territory ruled by
the Eighth Route Army (one of the Communist
Armies), women, even the old women, are sentries
along the paths, stopping all travelle!;s and
ordering them to produce. their military ‘pa.sses
before they can “Seasimig, r“—‘ e

Then there are nearly 1,000 women
nurses and doctors in the Chinese Red Cross
Medical Corps, who serve in the military hospitals
right at the front., In the New Fourth Army,
m
interesting woman surgeon, one of the staff,
and twenty women trained nurses who were doing the
work of doctors and were helping traln hundreds

and men b diLe of
of educated women/for nitlel ':vork in the Army.



--

I watched these women nurses and this
woman doctor Jumimmmd examine  Sedieedeieimdnm,
“& cuerrilla soldiers in the field, That was
a revolution--a part of the vast socilal
revolution that kxxgmimxxemx has gone on in

whan
China since the war began, Before the wewse,
S —

hax NO women was attached to any Chinese Krmy,
least of all in a medical capacity. Men did
all such worke. But Chinese women have leaped
over a century of development in these past six
years.

0f all the warriors of China, none

8 more unwavering, more embittered, more filled
with hatg;” than the Ekimmzmxx women., Wo ms
suffer much more than the men mni The
mén are merely kiXxikmadxkyx killed by one means

or anothege. But the women are outraged by whélle
squads o:i:r;d‘i‘;;s, then the older ones or the
ugly ones killed, The youn”aones are put in
Japanese Army brothels called "Consolation Houses
of the Great Imperial Army."

I have seen many women who have escaped

from the Japanese., Some are insame, some white
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haired. I have seen little girls with white hair--
they also have escaped from the hands of the
Japsnese. Some wmx such women and girls give
birth to half-Japanese Ragkimsx basbies, The
babies or drewned or strangled at birth, e
S ———————

I was once in a town, Suencheng, along the
lower Yangtze, The Japanese had just been d riven
out of the town by a™imimmsseesssmpiie. 1 :t1ionalist
division and a detachment of WHEENEe commmist
guerrillas,

With an armed bodyguard, I entered the town
one evening at dusk, walking along the muddy
roads. For we always walk in the war zones--
there are no means of transport. The rain was faxx
falling and we all were soaked to the skin,

The town had once had a population of

about 100,000, but now kkxhmxxkawxzxk only a few

hundred hed xsmaime@x returped., Some had, been
caught by the Japanese% d when

the wells were filled with their, dead

ottest Dty sivlioce gnd aasbhsn.



izt hadﬁ once been a city, but was now nothing
but4charred ruins end rubble in which hm
derelic artillery pleces, motor trucks, and
Red Cross ambulances were mingled in confusion.
We crossed a bridge over a :::mf walking
cautiously on broads that had been thrown

across the broken sparsg

A short street of houses had been repaired

and my party of armed guards and I put up
for the night in a partially destroyedr
building that had once been the headquarters
SnehhonlNNR (o on American oil company,
Spmmmisk  The room I had leaked and I could
look down through big eracks onto the street
below, The fumniture - consisted

1 of two broad boards across two saw-horses,
|| That end nothing else, at night # I opened
|

| my paper umberells e over my face to shield
\myself from the dripping rain.
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MWnight 1 was taken to a
regimental training camp of o Aepiten divisionJ
and in the total darkness spoke to Trows of dark
shadows--soldiers drawn up tc hear some message
of comfort from the western world. The Japanese

hed strong gerrisons just five miles to the north

of us and they had an airdrome

neatd

bombers
A

ehasnppeBSeSlRRsant, 1 tried to glve those

soldlers a message of comfort from my countrye

5
hose days there
r M

-

Two days later)W

AnshserslsElaggontae ormod peasants ,and workers

from surrounding villages, packed the old square

Adeina
here I was t0 SpeakeThe -l

of the city,

”m the march of feet and
the clankimme of rlfles,and the sound of soldiers
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and wivilians singing,

About a dozen educated women were
in the xmgix city, engaged in educational work
with the soldiers and organizing and training
the civilian population for continued resistance,
They escorted me to the meeting place-- m‘

W mounted the platform of an old
drum, tower on the square and I saw the thick

masSes of men and women below ua.: TREXNERS®X

Officers

from the armed forces spoke firet, 'hen L3
WPy ntee

SRR 0110 Of the&delivered a
passionate speech on the equality of mmmxsmitx

womufm woman's equal responsibility

in the war. She was proud that a woman,

had been the first foreigners to penetrate
this great battlefield along the lower Yangtze
River Valley. She rubbed it in, using me

as a battering ram against the last prejudices
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of men against woman's equalilty.

/ As she talked, I kept listening for
t

n
q.

hat dangerous distant dro@al of approaching
bombers which I knew'&_irell. If the
bombers had come that day, they could have
killed thousands of people, for we would not
have had time to get out of the city. But
e CR—
those people disregarded all this. On that

platform stood Army officers speaking of the
f

certainty of finel victory, and a woman
\aj:oke on the mew Womdn Of ANENGEGEGE__—G—

In another region, about a year
later, I was in a mmmmmx mountain base of
a regular Army, which happened in tm.s
instance to be the 2lst Group of Armies.,
The Japanese were to the south, east and
north of us, and they were trylng to close
in from the west. But we held the mountain
base far and near and the armies hmix
and a powerful guerrilla
had cleared all Japanese from a _vastAregion

SR | cl1 they had % into
a gigentic military-political-cultural
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base of operations against the enemy. In that
mountain base the provincial governor had his
capit@l. The original capital had been destroyed
in fighting, but the Army and the people had
thrown up great barracks made of b oo)cﬁ:,
Enneeweplmatereds the outer -anaﬂrrm'ﬁf to
camouflage them. The roofs were of straw and
over them guick-growing vines had grown as
camouflage. There were five great training

schools, or camps in that regilon, :ﬂ}ere
AcLewel

thousands of men and women studiedh

administration
WS fhere was also a so-called People's
educated
Mobilization Committee 1500/men and women
--professors, teachers, write?:'s, artists,
musicians and actorse.
Under this Penplo'sNEX Mobilization
°°j?‘§?fW*°’ ‘a Women's Committee wesmime whose
~ duty it was to organlze women of the NSNS
% into Women's Anti-Japanese Assocliationsy
"Ffese“ Associatlons were small
battering rams the defence of the country

and educational and general cultural
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development, %

!
%roup of women) organized into what they called
oblle Work 0023, constantly over the Q:\tt
“Yrser ‘@ d
province, organizing women, mxmzemtimgx lecturing,
A
presenting patriotic plays to the armed forces

and the civilian population. Apart fromE
w
axnhmssbesdsr women ._..there were two

Armies" of AmENNF educated men and women,

tudent

Were taed to various megiments

aat
guerrilla forces, as educators and morale

SESTOuilders. They also had the duty,
during times of battle, to SueiNEEG———

‘helpe® evacuste eEEEESRRRG
adi Yeud ﬁz‘rb

women and children fronhﬁreatene towns or

villages,
The men were organized to carry ammunition up to
the fighting units and to bring back the wounded to

Ll — P SRR I TS
e Ao



In that mountain Lase the Woman's
ol Jwea TR
Committee called a conferenceH ancf

I was the main speaker, Women walked

for two @& three weeks to meach the place gof
We gathered in T T S ——T T

2 bamboo-mud barracks-like hall, There were
ot women present, over half of them
in militery uniform. The rest were civilianS.
SR Just es the comference began we

T GRSRE R S
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heard the roar of approaching bombera’m.
dared not leave the building lest the enemy
locate M“ We sat in dead silence,
listening as the planes droned overhead,
--and this time they passed us by again.
Before the conference began, momam

the audience arose and sang national songsy

dmame Then a woman read a poem of welcomea

You have never forgotten
¢ Who have been tramp
0 housands of yeg8

war of liberation.
%f‘terp the Children's Army arrived and
remailned outside the hall. Through the open
doorway, maEkmdxmiglx and beyond the windows
packed with listening men I could see rows

of little boys in tiny military uniform, drawn
up like a regiment, There were 700 of them,

all of them war orphans which the 2lst Group
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had "adopted", i@ mainﬁainh

Theee 1ittle boys from the Children's
Army came into mmd up on the platform
and presented me with a bouquet of wild flowers
which they had gathered from the hills. s
e E——— 107 voro s a1l
children whose parents had been killed by the
Japanese, they told me. Now they were growing

sad ,

up, "strengthening their bodles and educating
A

their minds" so they could become good soldiers

in the war of liberation. il

the childrenA came a delegationl

of wounded soldiers, mkmmxwikhx They flattered
me greatly, for they called me the "mother of
Chinese wounded soldiers", They had heard that
I wasg engaged‘ =Ny 0 work for the wounded--
which I was, For I was a roving field

inspector for the Chinese Red Cross Medical
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Corps, and I was a publicity agent for the
Medical Corps--which means that I was a kind of
glorified beggar trying to get medical supplies
for the Chinese wounded. 7
and in the weeks that followe
In that woman's conferencg(} saw much

that was magnificent in the new women of China,

had taken their place side by side with
< men in the war of liberation. They pmikisk

e
, organized and educated women, published a

// magazine, wrote and produced plays with t‘.heir

\Q\ n colleagues, mghnxmx wrote and taught new

S atriotic songs xnngh:kx orga.nized and ta.ught

ho 1s; were administrators of towns and

3 ' almin.ssl

vi.llages, and & qu_{'gf ‘them were in a medical

training school, % to becomo_’
medical workers in 'hAhosp tals.

I also saw something of the backward

social conditions which these women also had to

fight., For instance, there
was still an old custom Dy w

girl brides, however, were sent in childhood to
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the homep of their future mot;her’-in-—law to
grow up and learn housework and the duties of
a wifé'. They were generally servants to the
mother-in-law, and they were sometimes very
badly treated,

The Woman's Comm
led by educated modern women, wxxm was forever
going into "N homes and rescuing“girl brides”
Who had been badly treated by their mothers-in-is
lawes These girl brides to thede

r}—rh 1o-fbass '
headqua ters to live and grow up until they
were mikmx old enough to marry ., Then the
girls were given a choice--whether to marry
the man whom their families had arranged for
them to marry, or not.

These family marriage arrangements il

*are sanctified by custom
% 23 Loonl, oo smbniae., SO

he families were forever bringing the Women's
§ Committes, or the families of . girl brides,”
to court, Somet.’unes there were honorable
settlements, P.whether one way or
the ot-!r;:-,‘\ the mociald{‘abric of China

was being ripped wide open by e moiern g
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women .

Sometimes the“girl brides“not only
refused to marry into the families to which
they had Dbeen but they married
other men. I knew of girls married to soldiers
who were fighting at the front. However,
familieswedessivemmee 50 viom the girl had been

Min childhood simmes organized s their
male members and %
young women wsli€ by force and imprisoned her
in their home, to force her to rﬁarry
their son. e Fomily feuds arose--
R e = e e

el our Kentucky and Tennessee mountains
are not the only places where family feuds
existe

You have undoubtedly heard charges
about "free love". In China, &k foreigners
used to accuse the Communist armies of
practicing free love. They did, and these
modern women practiced the same., But the
term "free love", in China, means free choice
in marriage for both the boy and girl,a\é(
without any exchange of money by one side or
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others So when you hear a charge of "free

love" brought against any group in China, ge

’
& It means

men and women demand the right

to choose their life pertners,

» Bafore the ws Decan ! =¥ WORET

were alxeady on the march toward new gécial
‘r

relationshyps. But after the war

doctors and took care me#Tx men or wounded
soldiers, ¥mk 8ince the War Lummm it was

primarily the women in/€he Xgd Cross M%‘

Corps %ﬁoo care T woundeMsoldiers,
' .l thousands of%omen in the
war zones help wounded soldiers every
way they cou -by giving them beds, fyoviding
“ﬁod and water, or doing edudgtional
work in ’fm hospitals. In only one Amy,

the New Fourth, were women trained nurses and

one Wwoman surgeon organically a part of the

Army.



Iy
Women w The moctalaes
M go for a short time to New Fourth Army and
L Y
take & look ab- M Jmer( | e m et o
The New ou is
et > 31
Comnnmist armies of Chinag - fights by

guerrilla and mobile warfare in E_he E‘;ar gf Ehe
enemy--the most bitter kind of warfare. -
g e ¥ Ruizle b oy A
from tHe common poople.
in the regions in whicht-'operateslva““_
mxgankzaXiyxmax organically connected with, the |,
e antdins Ling . B peblind
common people in whose homes 1“
are highly disciplined and highly trained
politically, -They believe that szl if men

have a broad knowledge of the world and of their

Let us leave

oge of the two

place in it--and the issues for which t?:y fight--
L, Willing

to fight on until death if necessary.
Newr ﬂ
ThisAArmy prlaced the greatest emphasis
upon the organjg:j'.ﬁtion and training of the

common people. Tt ..

U—nf Wliina, .
had R training school in which
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about 1,500 men and women wer;"*’mstmt

training, in relays, the women destined
primarily for political and masq organizations
work. m\m&

Jim= Ourf hospital was in a valley, and
just over the mixx range of wooded Wills from
us,was the battlefield over which the guerritllas
#nd the Japanese were in perpetual conflict,

fighting on each other's laps.

i In this valley, the Army women had
organized the Woman's National Salvation
Association, and eventually an old peasant
lady 68 years of age became the leader,
Thls old #gdy's name was Mother Tsal, a widow
with three sons, two of them soldiers mx
in the guerrilla army, and one a boy of fifteen
who had remem:l.ned.“.'m"h to help her till the
fields,

Mother Tsai was unusually tall for
& woman of the region, She was gwmkwxmmdtxhsx
gaunt’ and brown from a lifetime of W
labor. Her hands were almost black from hard
labor and the tendons on her hands stood out

like whipcord, Her hair was thin and v
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rhestendons-on-hepuhands. stood out -dike-whingord .
Tl eweeRsith. ond rolled into a neat knot

at the base of her neck,

; often saw
her walking, tall and erect, along the narrow
paths between the rice fields, going from
village to village on some mission connected
with the Women's Association.

One day I was sitting in my tiny room
in the hospital when my door was shoved open
and I looked up and saw Mother Tsai, with
four or five young women. They did not knock,
for it is not the custom of the common people
to knock, They Eame in and bowed, and I bowed,
end an orderly brought in benches and, soon
after, ceremonial bowls of tea for all of us.

The women were dressed in their
Sunday best. They wore dark cotton trousers and
clean white or blue jackets buttoned up about

the neck.
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Mother Tsal was the spokesman, and the
younger women always ylelded leadership to her,
for native ability had marked her for
leadership)though life had cast her in an
isolated valley far removed from ail streams
of culture. In a harsh, firm voice, Mother
Tsal began to speakt me '’

"Today is March 8th, International Woman's
Day," she began, and her hard old hands grasped
the cotton trousers across her thin lknees. :
Then she continued: "On this day, our Women's

Association thought it propser to come to you

to express our aolidarity with the women of

your country and other foreign eountrieu.

We want you to tell the women of America that

Wwe chinese women struggle to emancipate
ourselves and our country. We women must arise
and strugglé fogethﬁr. You, a foreign woman,
show the high spirit of womanhood by your

willingness to eat bitterness with us.
I assured her that I ate no bitterness,
but thet the women of China were the ones thsat

ate bitterness,
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All the women protested politely, and
Mother Tsai insisted that I had come to the
battlefield to face danger and death with
Chinese women,

"Where is there not danger and death,

today,” I replied. "People no longer have any
choice save the choice of our battlofielda.

"Truel Truol Wb have no choice save g

choice of battlefields," Mother Tsai raplied

"and we Ghinese women appreciate it that you

have chosen ours.' To expresa our QEBFSciation
we have brought you some gifts; for 1t 1is only
right that women should exchange gifts on

International 'bnan's Day."

One of the young women went outside
brought and brought back s 1live chicken and
ten eggs in a little basket and presented
them to me. I bowed and accepted the gifts
with deep gratitude, for I felt deeply moved,
I protested that I did not need them so much
as they.

"Do not stand on ceremony, " Mother
Tsal replied. "Take them--eat,"
Then she asked me whx to give the
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Woman's Assoclation advice about their work,
I replied that they should first tell me what
work they were dolng. Mother Tsai explained
that o-_m 100 women in Xk our valley were
members of the Association. Xhm Study classes
had been formed for women who did not know
reading and writing. The old lady explained
sadly that she was illiterate, and was too
0ld to learn now, but she had helped organize
the literacy classes for young women. Some
day, after China was liberated, she said,
all Chinese women would be literate and many
would be writers or medical workers such as I
was.

The Hbmon's_As§9clation also had
lacture;‘which were addresséﬁ ﬁ;uk;ﬁ;?;;men
.and Army commanders, who talked about methods
of ailding the war, and asbout the problems of
China and of the world. They were Xmx
glso hearing lectures on fhimsx the history
of the Chinese revolution, on the history of

China's relations with Japan and other

countries, and on the history of the working
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classes--including farmers--of the whole
world.

Mother Tsal explained that Em

A hev u.u.-; v
‘women -kdid ery much field woTK,)ww young
-—“
men ompeiat fight and older menm-k e-.;uu}

r

o

amminition and other 7supplies up to the
fighting fronts, snd bring the wounded back

on stretchers., When the Rix season for field

work began, all women worked in the field,
% —

she explained., Each woman also undertook

to make pmmx at least one pair of shoes

a month for the Amy, and kkmx more if

possible. The Women's Association had also
"p.dopt_eg_'_'_ ‘the hospital, and went very often
to take presents of food tg the sick and
wounded soldiers, They.of:ten went to the
hospital also to =mimgx talk to the wounded

and comfort their hearts, and to sing them

songs which the women had just learned,
"You are doing_zg_rx_mch-w.ork, P

told .'uI do not see how you can

do much more.”

"There is still very much to be done,"
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Bhey explained., "In our valley there are
some lazy and useless men who do nothing

but gamble all day long and waste morey which

should be given to the Army. One merchaﬁt

e

has just opened an oplum-smoking den, and

many men are going to it. We women must stop
this. We have already gone to the gambling
and opium places and told the men that they
have{no fgggiwno shame, We have argued with

them with love in our hearts, telling them

that if'théj haﬁe money to waste they should
give it to the Army."

"Do they listen to you?" I asked.

"No," she replied bitterly. "They
only tell us that we are only women and should
go back to our kitchens and act like women
instead of trying to step out into public

places like men. But we have told them

that we women have arisen, and we are now

T

full citizens with full responsibilities
of citizens, like men. But they only insult

us because we are women,"

ithe, Toa e
_u:asked me again what



26
advice I could give them,
I told &that the hospital had no

pillows or pillow cases, and I thought each

P ————— e e

women could meke & pillow and a pillow case
and present them to the hospital., I
proposed that they embroider words to comfort
the hearts of the wounded on each pillow,
such as “Herqeg of the Nation", or "For
the final victory".

The women liked this idea very much,
Again they complimented me proudly, because
I I#s & woman. Old Mother Tsal added:

"As the Army woman says who leads

one of our discussion classes, we ﬁght for

¥ e ——

t_kdl_er_‘__ge_qp',_[e of the world. Our cause is
§ne. You prove it,"

Then .'th;“w;aman told me that on
this March 8th, International Woman's Day,
the Women's Associlation wminging presents
to the wounded in the hospi?:al.

I went outside with them, and under

L3
a tree I saw : Awome ,? with many men.

The men had come along to carry theilr
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gifts for the wounded, These gifts included
a freshly—slaughtered hog, and big bamboo
baskets filled with ©ggs, cakes, and noddles,
The men carried the slaughtered ﬁog strapped
to a long bamboo pole.

I went with them into the hospital wards,
They carried their gifts down the long aisles
between the hard board beds, and the wounded

—

exclalmed with pride and joy at tﬂgﬁpresénts.

"The;g_ﬁgggtg are comforted,ﬁ Mother
Tsal told me, as we stood near the door,

Then the women went from bed to bed, bent
over the sick and wounded soldiers, and talked
to them. They talked shyly, as country women
of China do, for they are very modest,

' Then the\l_ gathered in a group in
the ms#e huge %"of the hospital and sang
I‘ﬁraong called "CQnsolatiqgrfqp the Wounded, "
This song told th;“;;;;é;d that they had

suffered“the wounds of war for millions of

- Womén and children, and that they werex men
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When then had finished singipg)the myqx_.mded
soldlers shouted and cried_d;\xt— words of
approval,“ éne wounded ;oldier repliéd
1n a short speech, ami then all of them sang

a patriotic song._
Wl Vother Tsail ,made l speech on behalf
of women. She told the soldiers that all of

them were the sons of the WOman's Assoclation.,.

She spoke of the new women of Ching,whnmx Sho
mex® used new words which had come to the
valley since the war began: words like

end we- told them that wemd the rear or

the Army so no enemy agents of spiles can

strike you from the back. She spoke of

After this ceremony, we left, and I
gave NMother Tsal a sum of money to start the
fund for making pillows and pillow cases for
the hospital. Then * forgot all about the
natter, Senemeslegys s
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A couple 6f weeks later, one of the
Army doctors called me out of my room, and
in the treatment room I saw old Mother Tsé.i
lying sesmstmlsadeess on o stretcher, As the
els

Boid W o
doctors examined and worked with her, e

hon ot

weak voice told me what had happened.,

The Women's Assoclation, she said, had
argued "with love in their hearts", with the
men who gambled and smoked c;pium. When all
else had falled, they had gone in a body to
the gambling and opium dens and ordered the men

to go home. When the men insulted them, old

Mother Tsal led the attack., m
Lagas

'3 an
Sebeegesgmges 014 Nother Tasihstruck the first

blow. She brought her stick down across one
gambling table, scattering the money and the
meh-jong cubes all over the room. .Other women
did the same,

Then there was p'andemonium. The
men began to fight, and some of them tore up
the tables and be at the women terribly with
the table legs. There was hardly a woman
in the village but that was beaten, and Mother



Tsal

We carried Mother Tsai back to her home,
where women took care of her, But the whole
valley was in an uproar, The wives, daughters
and mothers of almost every family had been
beaten, and kkmxmswxx their menfolk, and the
Army men, went to the local official and
demanded a settlement, The official had to
close dovn the gembling and opilum dens, and
arrest and impriso the men who had beaten
the women.

One day I went to see old Mother Tsail and
found her sitting up in bed, surrounded by
a group of happily chattering women.xmsx

"Oh Americen comrade,", 01d mother
Tsal called to me., "The rotten elements
beat us, but we have had a great victory.
Now you are a writer., So write to the
Americggzﬁzzional Salvation Association and
tell them that we Chinese women have arisen
and are struggling for victory."

#Exmxx I wes glad for all this, but

expressed my sorrow for Mother Tsal's
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injuries.

"It is nothing," she said. "I am
0ld, and I cannot get well as quickly
as younger women., But we have had a great
vietory, and the#?gan be no victory without
sacrifice,”

A month or so passed, and one day my
door was again pushed open, and there stood
0ld Mother Tsal and her group of women
again. They had returned to the battlefield.
This time they did not talk, but merely
sald:

"pmerican comrade, come",
I went outside, and under the spreading

tree saw a large % of women and memen.

The men carried great bundles of pillows
——
from the ends of carrying poles, I followed

Sp——

them all into the hospitai“;;;&s, andx Mother
Tsal made the speech of presentation of the
pilllows. Then the women began going from
bed to bed, presenting each wounded soldier
with a pillow. The wounded accepted them
and read the beatuful words embroidered on

them., The women had thought up all kinds of
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ideas to "comfort the hearts of the wounded.))
These were embroidered in colored silk, and
about them were embroidered pine needles and
flowers. The pillows were small aend filled
of rice chaff
with saw dust,/for the Chinese use hard pillows,.
Some of the words on the pillows were "Heroes
of the Nation," others were "Defenders of the
Nation", "Toward the Final Victory," and
"Sons oui”::’omf k:lje ation. t‘" m
,\%4- on this day we ha just rece
many new wounded men, and among them were two
new Japanese prisoners of war who were wounded.
These Japanese prisoners lay side by side with
the Ghinese,“ end were treated the same,
| USRS GRS
I saw old Mother Tsai go toE of
the Chinese wounded and ask them to give their
plllows to the Japanese, ‘t: show that the
Chinese people did not hold ssiee individual
%ﬁ;a guilty of the war, but ragarded"hﬁn
mere‘ly as helpless tools in the hands of
Vel militarists, The Chinese woldiers .

surrendered their precious pillows, and Mother

Tesal assured them that she would make others
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tthem.
3 %{he o0ld m&x lady go to the

Japanese prisoners and bend over and present
the pillows to them. They acdepted thema, and
since Japanese and Chinese writing 1s almost
.the same, they could read the words of
consolation on them., They smiled in
amezed embarrassment,

Then Mother Tsal sat down between thel
berg!:;nd Pegan asking them about their mothers,

wives and sisters. She assured them that they

were weloome‘, and that the,
people did not hold them individually responsible
for the war, She wanted them to kmow that
there could beffinal peacehﬂthe common

all nations

people of
treated each other as brothers and overthrew
their war-lords,

Since Mother Tsal mmsx had become an ardent
feminist, she never missed an opportunity

to talk of women's rights and responsibilities,

e ——— 12 v i1

new to the Japanese soldlers. They listened
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with open mouths., In fact, they had to listen
| T—
about women's rights, for they were wounded and
lying on their backs,

I watched all this with amusement,
and lauglfingly told a doctor that the Japanese
deserved just what they were getting--a lecture
on woman's rights,

I saw Mother Tsai in action for
many months, walking from village to village to
mobilize the womqn. I sa /Ber when she mad

a s un' .
her first public speech, = was the first

civilien woman in the region to do this,

Mwalked out firmly to the

center of the stage, khsmmx prepared to XpaaEk
speak. But she got stage-fright and turned
helplessly toward the wing of the platform., An
Army woman walked quickly to her, took her hand
‘widimisama and talked smixsmi¥sdx calmly to her.
What Bhe Army woman said I do not know, but
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fMother Tsal turned to the audience and

spoke. Her old voice was firm ang strong,

and she spoke on the duties and réesponsibilitie:
of women in the war and in building a new,
democratic China free of corruption and
injustice,

"We women have arisen," she said, "and

we will fight by your side until the final
. victory,"

She started to leave the stage, but i
stopped in smazement to stare. All the soldierd
had arisen, and hag XXX raised their rifles
high in the air, shouting ang singing, she
seemed to gasp, then left the stage, walking
firmly ang proudly, another milestone turned

in the struggle of women for émancipation,

story to show
of Chinese women at

it with which they

problems,
"~

It is these women who are helping

build a new China, building it in Dbitter toil
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