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Daarest Margaret: ' g gl i 3, s '

o I hope this Ietter will ‘reach’ you soon. fgpd ‘before I start
it, I wish to thank you for your last 1etter, encloging M. 50 and | ...
the '25 check to gd to Frankfurt. “As soon aa l get some work off my;
hands that 1 have undertaen, 1'll go to,Frankfurt for three or four
days. " - 1tonenii 1o 1

L

Mror the immedlate busineds: .

- Jo Bennstt and I went out to Neukﬁlln today to see stadtrat
(Commlssioner) Dr. Schmienke. He 1s, we find, the head of the Health
Department of Newkdlln. He called in another officlal - also a
Communist, to discuee our proposal for a Birth Control Clinke in
Neukdlln. First we tried to do it oificlally. He first proposed
that, but we faced a number of difficulties--after he had called in
officials to asx about it. The Clty gives only a certaln appropriation
for health, and they have appointed physiclans in this work--who,:by.the
ways - cannot be removed. Then there 1s the Marrlage Advice Bureau--with
Dr. Kollwitz, the son of Kaethe Kollwitz, in charge. We then learned
that he ls not a woman's doetor, and he does not examine women--and
cannot--for the purposes of birth conirol. .We digcussed putting in
a woman physiclan as hias assistant; but that means paylng a salary to
the woman, and the money is alréady appropriated. Then we ¢iscussed
railsing money in America, through you, to pay the salary of this
physiclan for twice a week. We deci&ed on M. 100 or so a menth for this.
Then we ran into the fact that the city can help private_ingtitutions
dolng good work, but it dare not accept money from private individuals
or institutions to further a certaln work. We consulted a legal expert
in the Town Hall and learned this. So we were up against that.

Then we dlscussed starting a private clinic, :the:Municlpality
to glve the rooms free, and perhaps a nurse. Then we found out that xXk
shaxpubkkaxknxkkkmkkamx we would have to take rooms 1in one of the public
institutions already in e xlstence--rooms in either the headquarters
for combatting venereal disease, xmdxfax or for combatting tuberculosis.

.Jo and I both objected to this. We could get free rooms there, for they
are city bulldings. But the Muhlclipality would not be able to rent g
a Bulte of private rooms. Dr. Schmlenke saw that Ehkxxmxxx the
viewpoint of Jo and myself was right--we don't want to get B.C. mixed
up wlth syphilis or tuberculosis. The very idea i1s awful. But that
would have glven us the rent and a free nurse, and only the equipment
of the reoms and the pay of the doctor. Dr. Schmienke offered furniture
which he has himself--a desk, some chairs, a table, ete.;, which he han
for an office. e

. oity .

Well, we finally gaw that if we dealt with the azax-, we -
would have to" accept thos¢ rooms. So we had only the Marriage Advice
Bureau, which is a tiny ‘institution open twice a week 1in the evening,
in one room:only, with mno arrangements for clinical work. :-That would
.beless. oxpennivo‘ : i ;

Next we consulted with him about a regular clinic--or a
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