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) oo dn the "MJM.Y (;Ipntag, uoramp.) We. have efien conplalnsd against, the j,ﬁ
‘natienal danger of the abort,-'ton; scourge which reges,in Germah$ more than 4n ., y,: o
any other country, and agalnst whigh. the; State does noting--except punish.. The .
musslxu scurge of abortion brings ap a result--death, life-long lllness, . ..i ;..
denunclation in publie, imprisonment.  Ingtead of XxEXpPaxEXBEXXXEKExmLxxm abortiong, -
now the broad masses have the opportunlty in thelr hands of securing o+ 1o
contraceptive methods.-. That there. :igégaws that xaegkk - forbid propaganda for
contracgpti-p-mephods is a lesson 1o the massesB. .« « « « « .+ 4 o+ o+ o

Fortunately, " puritanical" Amerlca hzs. sent us.not. only the
dancing grrl but 1t sent us-also the women,-Brs, Margaret Banger. This clever‘
and energetic womanfhas ahown our prudish gentlemen that a State can afford.
to givg the. people con;ragegtlve methods. and, when necessary help them prevent
concaption. In that healthy America, a Birth Contrel Clinic for women has exlsted.
fér a logg tlme;;hepé npt .only is, instructlion and methods for the prevention of
pregnancy glven, but they alge do research work in the best and momt certain (UTsYz
methods.  The result.1s: -great success ln the soclal and hygleni¢ field. 1In

England also, and of course in Russla, birth control propagapds ‘has led to the [

erection,of birth control clinigs. Aud now--thank God!=-at last hzgxhcanxu&xmlnxx

generous, warm-hearted men and women. in. Germany have opened the first birth e

control eclinic in Germany.

Of course they didn't undertake 1t mamx without the advice
of a good lawyer! Because, are there not so and so many paragraphs in the law
books aboht thls subject? But fortunately, the law makers have fobbidden
propaganda of contraceptive methods for business purposes, but at the szme tine
they have not mxka forbldden instruction in this subject, nor the glving of

such methods when money is not make on them. Birth control clinics are

legally permitted. ¥
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‘tl would lead to expulsion; for those whose wages are not sufficient to feed

another mouth; for women who work, &dong with thelir husbandsjin an attempt te

Xeep a roof over their headd for the' whs’ workedhout; witkly- wolarr for: ¥hom

the joy of mk motherhood“ds’'a curse.” It'is Just’ such elaseds  that heed instructien’’.

the mosts .Thé.rich-ban~aav§—ﬁhémselvés from fmrkha® unpleasantness : or additiond

‘children,--by the payment’ of: money; this®is”chown to!@ll” bf us. 'But Hete we Have' *

a Clinlc ‘that serves the' magses ahd® shves them from families thet are too large -\’

for them. ; i 1] J I '::: I ¢ F ave R PRL L afol ¢ OO Vo
Thus, thanks to the Committee x.at the head of which stahds "o/ if
Dr. Bendix, Dr. H.odann, Hezlth Cozmissioner Dr< Schminke,”amd Frau Dr. St®éker,” *'!
the first German express,
A Birth Control Clinié,isxamx for the/purpose of-giving contraceptive methods to

" women, 1% opened in Newk®Iln. 'The so-calded Marriage Bureaus which already’ =

~

exist, have completely failed to meet the needs of women in réspect of birth & i°
(Municipal

b # §

i

control metheds. But now the Krankenkasse kaxzkxinxux:nclx (faxkx sick insurace)

have’ glven free rooms to the €ommittee, and the Committee hopes to colleet enough °
" money to maintain the Clinie as it should be maintained. 'Iomen~a;e given very -
careful examinatlons® and are fitted with harmless and certain contraceptive
methods and they 'are; of course; instructed in their use. The 'cost to each woman-
will not>be more than M+1+50 te M. -2 each half year.

cipsEcfeit o 1418 6 be-hdped that this Birth Contrel Clinic will lead to
the erection’of many new enes which will abolish compulsory breeding, and that .

the present one will lead to many good things in the future, '« -
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Anyway, the*sum-they worked out, apart from- the MxX@@x% M. 1,000 to M.1,500
%gi fgil'equipment it first, came to about-$75 a months I tcld;,.lﬁh‘lzuﬂiﬂ
you had said you might be able to help some, and:I would 'lay thls shimg -~ °
estimate before you. Judged from’' American standarde, it 1s indeed little;
For the N.¥. Clinile ooaifymore I am sure.: ; fun¥ | evots

Then I telephoned with Frau Dr. Wolff. She had a large ' - %
practice in a great workers section out in Niederschoeneweide. IxdaamkxiLx
shaxxegakd I have not spoken personally with her to ask her what part she
personally would take in all this, or if she would not be able to glve
free time. She 1s, however, so very active in the Party work and 1n
a literary capacity that 1t may not be possible to get her. :

Dr. Schmiede proposed that we make propaganda iln the bourgeols
press for money. I opposed it, and told hin that 1f we let it be known
in the bourgeols press then the Clinic would be closed, or would have a hard
fizht because of Catholiec and other opposition from such courses as
Prof. Grotjahn. He agreed to that. He proposed that I do propaganda in the
workers' press, but I told him that this must be done by the physiclans '
and by Germans, for neither my health nor my income would permit me to
be very active. Furthermore, 1t 1s a German affalr and I think they must
do most of the work alone. My own plan was to have the proposal put
privately before the Neuk(Ulln Municipality next year, without anyone
talking about it apart from that, and get a substantlial appropriation--but
this- would mean-.that. it should operate_untll then and show good results,
so as to hzve the right to clalm the appropriation; then to lay the same
plan before the Communist Party and the Woman's Section--through Frzu Dr.
Wolff--ané ask for money there also. And then before groups of the
Soclzlliet Physiclans. But 411 of this I di1d not mentlon then, and only
discussed 1t with Jo later.

When I telegraphed you, I thought you would soon get my letter.
So I telephoned Dr. Schmiede and Frau Dr. Wolff and asked them if they
thought you should come here agaln. They were both very glad to hear that
you mizht conelider 1it.

As for the name of the Clinic:

It could not be called a Cliniec, but an Ambulatorium or such.
Dr. Wolff even suggested that 1t be called the Margaret Sanger Dispensary--
but that I oppose because I fear that might mean that you would be expected
to finance the entire thing forever and ever. Still, that was not in
Dr. Wolff's mind, I belleve. A e ; i w0 X

It was in connectlion with all tnis that I assed you to come
here. So now, after reading thls, if you think it paxx necessary, come.
By the way, Dr. Schmlenke sald he would organize a group to mznage the Clinic.
But as for organlzation, etc., that I know nothing of and I thought you
could help much bere, if you came, in putting the whole idea on its feet.

.

- -

As for Russia--I sald in my letter that I would take that

up later and do all I can to get an invitation for you to go when you wish
to Russia.

Then also I had quite a set-to with Dr. Schmienke on B.C.
and Marxism, etc.

¥




Q02 1. I am %11, Margaret. : The appendix has come back in fulluﬁ

swing the’past few days and I made arrangements for:an oporatiqn.n Irthought
I could 'pdy it off in the future.  But they demarded ‘momey in-adwancei:; v~
Half of the operation fee and M.150: extra just for thé room--in advance:
Before I would have finlshed, the operation would have.cost me M.600 to:
M.700. BSo at the last moment I came away, for the very idea of working

for the next year or two. Just to pay off sueh a debt Iae more than I could
think of. ! L 2z ]

Now I am trying to find a.physician:tho wlll do it ror loss. I
don't think the whole thing should cost more than four or five hundred
marks. And I fear I shall have to write to Mr. Slee to help me what he
can, as you suggested in a former letter. I am writing him in this and
must ask you to give it to him. If I can get money enough, I shall be
operated upon within a few days. I feel so very badly all the time thzat
I can't go much longer with this thing. The least little thing sends me off
again. I can't walk or work much, and always I suffer from headaches.
Combined with the arpendix 1s now another.trouble. Because oi the chronle
irritation, the uteras has swung to the right, and this will also have to
be streightened by shortening the band. I had hoped to be operated upon
this morning, and had made arrangements; but 1t was impossible.

Love to you, Margaret. Let me hear if you are coming. Even
if I am in.the hospital_when you come, Jo Bennett knows all about this
affair and can be of help to you. Or,#f absolutely necessary, if you
came here, I would try to postpone the operation a few days so as to
interpret for you. But I feel so unspeakably rotten.

L.ve
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