Beriin, June 2¢th /7

Dearest Florence: d —lffg;;,w«

T wonder if you can forglve me for not writing to you when
your cable came tellinz me of the hirth of quoise--and of your own
health., I wrote immediately in reply, then read 1t over, and saw that
it was no letter to send to you while you were yet in the hospital,
Tt was not a very happy letter, for T have heen sufferins from stomach- ]
trouble for weeks, and one does not write such Xritwrx optimistic
letters when one has n paln in the tummy. So T tore up the letter and
walted., Then your letter just reached me today~--about five nminutes
ago, and I shall write at once, o - -

T am glad you are so happy. Your letter is a lonp monr of
pralse of your »aby, Tt la good, It must he a lovely haby and T am
glad both of you are so well, You will perhana not Tike 1L, Put ven
must understand that Heloise 1a a stranser to me, 2nd that T was miich
more concerned to hear that you had come throush the confinement with
good health than to krow that Helonise was petting on well, FHeloise
can get her own friends later onj just now I am your friend, and waa
more interested in vou., Of course she is a part of you and in
prreclous for that reason,

You are perhaps home hy now and are enjoving yourself
tremendously, and T am happy for you, With all your delight over your
child, sone way or other no desire is awakened 1n me to have a child,
Sometimes I'm = hit curious, but my desire goes no further, T read
your letter with interest, expectinz to envy you. But the desire doesn
not come., True it is that T love children with a deep and tender love,
and the slght of a lovely thing moves me., 3ut the desire to have ove
of my own hAs not taen pnaseasnion of me yet. T am no lonjer hostile-~
but am just indiffecent, and am so mich more intereated in other thinrs,
One day I may adopt ahont six, if T have the money. Or at least two or
three., Also out of cufrosity and the desire for companionship and

experimentdition in education,
I am working, chil', working! You cannot imagire how, The klﬁ}ft£i>

—PRusslan-British sltuation has tirown me completely into the arms of
the Bolsheuviks..for all practical purposes, I am writing, writing, viriting
for the Indiah press, counteracting Rritish nropasanda asainst Russin,
for we hope that 1f another war breaka-=and it is hound to within a V//

- Yyear at the lateat-~India will strike for its freedom and that all A=sila
will at last be free, Night and day 'I*read, study, and write, and have
given up everything at the university éxcept one lectupe a week on

.Indian history, and my class there, T have joined anArbeitaremeinschaft"
for the study of Marxism and Imperialimm and am workin-~ very hard in thia
for xeX we a1l have to jive reportas, We are all Orientala in the clasa :
except myself and one Swiss girl, Our leader is s well-known Marxlan

econonist, W&Eﬁlﬂ-ﬂ&_ﬂﬁ%ﬁg%}"iQﬂﬁ_ém?ﬁﬂﬂlﬂm&ﬁlllmﬂQE:DQlitical in_so
far as the Communint FParty 13 concerned, and -could never join it. T am
more and more interested in economic action-alone, But T must know
other things also, Twlce the past week T lectured, once in German
before the Chinese and Indian neeting attended by aome 500 men here

in the city, and last week before the same pathering on Faethe Kollwltz
and her art (with magdt lantem glides). Xnethe Yollwitz wan rreseni
also nand we had - very fine evening, 3But the work is too heavy and 77
I often long for a hit of # reat, My face meems to have taken on l /4 FW?
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five years of age during the r-sat two months,

- . i
T heve =1 artlele to ~ppear roon in 'The Xaxxgx New Massen" s e

there in Wew York. Tt ia anonymaua and was submitted to "The Nation"

for 1t5,ﬁﬁrisn~0n.'Theﬂe Modern anan'..,They were afraid to pu™ish

it and sent 1t to the "American Mercury". Xhm Meneken--accordins to

a letter from the New Maasea =alao gzot cold feet and aaid the poatoffl'ce

was watching him too closely. So it went to the "New IRasea” and thay

said if I would give it to them they would firht on tlte 1s«ue, But even



they want to cut out the.word "homosexuality" and change a¥ whole
paragraph. T have let them, In the meantime T have a letter from ‘
"The Nation" tellin; me that they could not have puhlished the

letter without toning it down for "our readership, advanced as it 1is,
also has its definité limitations", Then he is good enoush to ro on
and says: "May I eay to you that I think yours 1s one of the most
extraordinary human documents T have ever read, for its fragkness, 2
ita self-revelation, and tha moving sharacter of the story?" THow B
1f he really thought that, why dld he not run 1t and fiﬂht on the

1asue of "one of the most extraordinary humen documenta”™ he had ever ..
read, And why didn't Mencken?. Well, read the nrtig]e rourself

when 1t appears and see if you think Villard has mercly flattered me,
But I wish you would not tell who wrote it, outright just 1like that,
The Indians will always us=e it agalnst me anyway. What T think 1is

that America is frightfully baclkward in such things,

"

I wrote the article to make money, for T am tryine to
get enough to come bhack to the U,S5, in the fall nrovided I ~o on
to Tndia. 3Rut the "Vew Masses” say they cannot pay, It is terrible.
I work and work and work and get just abont a pfennipg. T have almo

given up Fray Durleuxt's scholnrnhip—-éﬁ 1east halfl of it--and next
f month _ive it up permancntly, Hhe save §L Lo ne o work Tor my
z ‘Doctorwte, sm aivce T am now enpazed in this war husiness, T cannot
continue, g

My 1ife here i none, too easy in other ways., T need

not write of them now,

I have not heard from Bakar for months, Ve asreed not
to write, -Tt often seems to me that aur affair wllunever go through,
I see no possibility of it, He is too young--or if lyou will, I am too

old,

: You named your child Heloisme after nomeone in French
history I helieve, I am densely ignorant of who the lady was, Will
you please inform me and save me the trou»le of goings and reading a
book? The only lagy I know of Xremek anclent France was Joan of
Arc and the women before and during the French Revolution., Or was she
Greek? I am glad you did not wish the name Agnes on her. It means
purity, so I have heard, and perhaps,there are pure Agneses, T :
suspect it came from tqg lent Sapmkrit word Agni” ) meaniae fire,
taken over hy.the Lntinwﬂggﬁ called~v Agnus" or momethine like that. S
And fire purifies, and tAe RmmmXxkx ancient Hindu God of Firg was :
called Agni--and also kxhmxwekaymd the patron of propapation) Me
was the "defender of the matron mnd the heloved of the malden” and

. 80 on, On the whole, meemed to he a rather interesting and enerretic
chap. You say you wish Heloise to he 3mmexg "courare in love and
in her own opinions ', Well, chil!, I was never courare in love,
I didn't know what love was; it was only dirt to me and half of m
117e was jone before I realized how I had been poisoned, 5

: I hore you have another child, dear Florence. Tt
inm necanuary for the child, OtRerwise you are 1likely to-devour
Helolse with love, wlthout knowing it, Try and have a housefu

to use up your mother energy.

Now I atop this, Here .is my love to vou, T now
turn to events in “hina--to work, . ' B G

Before closing T shall tell vou a story: T he B
when the homosexnal gentlem&%, the Prince of Wale: ;ﬁs in 2:::1£2af
an American?ut in Duluth or somewhere stepped up and in & nesal =
= twang sald " Glad to meet you, Mr, Wales--shake!"™ T think I wrote vou
my British Ambassador story and the Queen Wilhelmina of Holland and
§3ts?a11 not bore you hy reneating it, Tt i1a my choicest Gﬁe now,
ey bgtgz:etg :g:gozé.l write 1t on unother name and vou can Just

Love, dear thing, ‘to vou and Sam and Heloise,

,]XMQ -~ fLT’A4Lac ZIIT‘
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