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N In his recent staterent, ssfimbeam, General Marshall
e((‘s blamed the fallure of his mission ¥ on what he cailed the
A . fextremists"in both the Kuomintang Party, and the Kungchantang, or

?\—NM oy %ommunist party.

.
¥

1 was surprised to note that &“ used & word
* "feudal" in connection with Kuomintang reactionaries who, he |said,
had opposed almost every step he had proposed to form a coaliti n
government. These reactionaries, he said, had openly advocate
as a solution of all issues, and they had expected American aid
add that they received that aid).
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General Marshall vaimme=blamed the Chinese Communists for what
he called their refusal to reach a "fair compromise" with the Kuomintang
Government, for their destructi of lines of communication which, he saiqd
caused suffering to the people carrying on
propaganda designed to arouse ﬁé‘tre of America,

3
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General Marshall advocated as a solution of the Chinese problem
that liberals within and without the Kuomintang Government form a new
government under the leadership of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek. He

thought this government could function advantageously under the SmmxkkkmEim

Constitution which was recentl{ paased inwmiesslsdsss Dy the so-called
Natlonal Assembly which was calléd by the ruling pafty the Kuomintang.
This new Constitution, General Marshall stated, retained the basic
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by the Political Consulative Conference of all
* parties in Chungking one year ago.
In condemning the Chinese Communists for their refusal to
" reach a "fair compromise" on such basic issues as this Natlonal Assembly
and the Constitution which it passed, kax General Marshall L led to add
that not only the Communists, but the Chinese Democratic League and
Chinese organizations of every kind also boycotted that National Assembly
and repudiated the Constitution which it passed.

About the POLITICAL CONSULTATIVE CONFERENCE:

One year ago the various parties and groups met in Chungking and
agrEmdxkEx signed an agreement to do the following:

1. To form an interim government representing all parties and
groups.

2. To organize a Dellberative Committee, composed of representa-
tives of all parties, to prepare a draft Constitution of
a truly démocratic nature.

5. The representatives of the various parties and groups s
representing the coalition government were then to call a
representative Natlonal Assembly to discuss and adopt the
new democratic Constitution.
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' G Subsequently, and also under General Marshall's sponsorship,

the Kuomintang and Communists signed an agreement to reorganize and

integrate their armies into a Chinese national Army which should be placed

under the command of an elected democratlc Government.

SRt m e e
In his ek statement, General Marshall -asks Americans to realize

that W the Chinese Communists mamsmmRed representimmg millions of people
and an army of a million men.

now been pubd :
1l East 54th St., New York, A for 25 cents
is one of China's most eminent socilologists, joint author of the book,
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Barthbound Chinaj published last year by the University of Chicago Press.

Professor Wel was, and remains, one of tke leaders of the
Chinese Democratic Leamuye. Last July he was one of\ eleven Professors of
Kunming who Jasssses 98k Tefuse in the Americsn Consulate in Kunming,
together with their familiés, to avold assassination Q¥ e Kuomintang
gsecret political police. All were members and leaders égnthe Chinese
Democratic League, whose leaders and publisations were ing exterminated
~drneemtdimmee. 0y Lhe KuominCang GagLapo. Tew eminent professors had
just been ascassinated JNNENEE—E———. 1 (1o streets of Pwaming. One of
f them was JProf\. Li Kung-po, graduate of Reed College, Portland, Oregon,
The other was Proi. Wen I- to TAdUELE" Ehe “Chicago Art InsSGituce.
Prof. Fei and hls eleven academic colleagues escaped by
fleeing to the American Consulate, which Yn turn arranged for their
safe transport te the coastal cities. Somd of them then fled to\British
Hongkong, &and the \British Government enabled\fFrofessor Fel to leawe for
England, where he Ig at present. He will arr¥ye in this country in March,
In 1943 Prof. Fei was a guest of the Cultural Diision of our State
Department.

I mention qué\;latterq in detail because they constituted a part
of the reign of terror comduced by the Kunn*ntaﬂﬁ secred ollce against
all dempcratic forces of the Chinese thus stratfn Tg

Marshall'sm to establish a coal on democra ie gover
- e )
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The Kuomintang conducbed this reign of terror in mréx an effort to
.exterminate the Democradlc Lesgue that it might clEGG—G———— > ccent
the Chinese problem to the United States as nothing but a confliet for
power\between Cormunists d the ruling Kuomintang Party.

General Marshall also mentloned - Cho, totalitarian goal of the
Chineqe Comrmunists,

e Jin view of our active bge of surp lporting and reoou'nino the
totalitarian government of ¢ Kuomigtang) fes S
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however', can be best derstood in the light of
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complexion,
fémember that China
and that\SO of its people are

In the feudal structure ofv-ih-*_g Chinay, Professor Feil
\‘ states, the landlord ventry are the officfal administrators who exercize

the feudal System
iz an agrarian, not an

.



absolute monarchical power ———eyy; UNChecled by popular

will, The landlord gentry, he says, are the unproductive, privileged

class living on the peasants whom they rule, "

The methods of their exploitation, other than administrative, he says,

include_usury, g;hggb;ﬁaggmx§§$3, and taxes of every description -Sww
. @1'\;4;“-- <
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Throughout all Chinese history, states, the gentry

has never once rejected any ruler able to seize power and who recognized

the special privileges of the landlords, The gentry, he says, has always

‘m:d public dgty,m for their one goal is wimwe
“gentleman,” To protsct their special position, through all ;

Chinese history down to the bresent day, he says, the gentry has

2k filled the administrative BmXxx machinery of whatever government

s come to power. They became officials, not because of any sense of

public responsiEiliEgg but to protect their own kinl and relatives, and

while holding they are the representatives of their kin and
relatives, .

This set-up explains to us the EEAX nepotism of Emkx the present
Chinese Government, The ruling classes take# the system for granted, amd

see nothing wrong in officials ruling. on behalf of their own %}nngﬁ
femilies, or in collective fortunes during the war and depositing em
in American banks. '

Slnce the rights of the people are not protected by law, Prof,

- : S P————

Fei states, and since the welfare of the people-hang by a threat on

“the conscience of the power hierarchy, Justice, so-called, Xxx=mdpx

mst De achieved by personal influence with =g anc by the gentry,
by bribery, or--and this is of prime importance--by armed force,

The Chinese gentry have only one code of professional ethics: that
of order., Every person is empected to behave according to, and be
satisfied with, the position he occuples in the social structure. Regard-
less of who holds power or how it is administered, the people--which means

the peasants, are expected to obey, When the peasirmrr_el%l_t_m
W ne gentry always fights

on the- side of the ruler in power,

If you wish to see this system in operatitw right in the midst of
war, I suggest you read the new book, THUNDER OUT OF CHINA, by Theodore

Wnite and éﬁnalee Jacobz. —_———

In the years I spent in China, and in the midst of war, the one
crimé which I heard lald at the door of the Chinese Communists was that
they were "disturbing the social order.,"

I uzed to ask
Kuomintang Generals if they did not think the social system should be
disturbed and changed, and I even was naive enough to Buggest that they
themselves take the lead in introducing democratic reforms. They replled
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_ * that "democracy is nothinz but the outer defence works of Communism",
I sometimes suggested that they themselves become more advanced than

the,Communis ts, and tggs at:;l elr thunder, they were shocked,
Dol b 2es

\NFITEL TWS yéars of the war against the Japanese,
b f the Communists and\the Kuomintang worked together; at first satisfactor-
| 1ly, and then with Imcreasing friction.. The trouble began to develop

after the Communist-commanded guerrillas had penetrited through the

Japsnese lines, got into their rear, and began to re
egions which had been oc
ntry officials in these r

ions had fled with the retkeating

merely become local officiils under
the\Japanese,

1ok KW, 2
Into these regions,

t-commanded armies began to troduce all kinds of changes.

They orgenized the people to take part the first, they mobilized,
armed trained young able-minded men fight, and they trained
end armed e older men to form local Se Defence Corps. At
same time y carried on widespread educatdqnal work about civil rights
and democratie practices. They also granted frage to all men and
women over 18 and held village and town electifns at which new
administrative bodies were elected by the peopl

It was at this point that serious fri n with the
Chinese Goverrment began t& GEVETSPT The Kuomintang insisted that

13
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*these elccted\bodyes were illegal, and it claimed the right to send

" appointed offi areas. Both the
new,elected gove ents, and the Communist armies objected., When the
Govil, tried to se in troops with their old appointed officials, there

In other words, the anclent feudal sociAl system had been
sed from the old landlord\gentry into the
the peasants who are tha majority of the

draw all the p
themselves 1ssu
of any administrative body be Communi The others were to be drawn

from the people's ganizatlions and from the merchant and sentry.classes,

y dominated; but in many
others there was no C

The first blg regional mountain base the rear of the Japanese,

known as Chin Jia Ji, th st powerful democrsa stratorsxa
were igmeee leading Kuomin® officials who cooperated with the
Communists, and who lead th't region to the present day, That was, and
remains, a real united front demoecratic base
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follow the press dispatches from China, you will

Chinese Dew&ﬂn_]’,ﬁeague, and many Chinese
public organizations &ympathiﬂe with and generally stand on the same
%IEEEEEE:%Tfh the se Communists., That does not mean they_are
Communists--for they aré\not. It means that-all of them strugzle Ffor
%WTOi;ﬂmtRWuwim1m111%t

the came commisismee CcmocTNEic

I do not know.
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If you follow presy dispatches from China these days, you
will also read of many developMgnts which Americans find difficult to
. understand, but which can be traged only to kmmx feudal practices which

*st111 obtain in those regions rulkd by thHé Kuomintang 0
?-&u “a
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You will read, for exampie, EleEx conscription of Chlnese
soldiers £mrx Lo replace those killed in the civil war wnlch began last
July, and you will read that this conscgiption has aroused the ire of

the Chinece people.
On September 1st, last year,
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Two days before General Marshall's statement, Dr. Lo Lung—chli
]

spokesman for the Democratic Lea;rue, leclared that Marshall was operating
unfiel: misconceptions. One year ago, -hé

%ﬁ to surrender their armies to a new democratic government.

Since that government was M ANE Y KRR EY BAAR KRR Y XRIIK

:
‘ the Kuomintang h civil war‘*, the
Communists have/ﬂ two demands before they w‘U /dea‘l with the

Kuomintang. They are:

l. That the Kuomint i :
head -an Tl o ntang armies withdraw to the positions th::b’]m

Q’%MV.M 012:1.“ ?2. ré\MConstitum oe a.mulled" "y l-"é,,,yl"‘w/

The Chinese people hold American policy in China responsible

gsald, the Communists were

. A
for the civil war. Without American aid, the Kuomintang could not
.;“i.
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have aborted the PCC of a year ago or have started civil war,

POLITICAL EDUCATION

Why are the Chinese Communists so powerful, and in what wa
do they differ from American, Russian, and other Communists?
Apart from their sgrarian and democratic refoms 1n the

Liberated Areas which ﬁﬂes-;m.p#*h Jﬁf“u = = % '/

there are other factors.

I will describe to you the pplitical-military system which

they follow and which many America correspondents and military men have

seen. In the second year of the war with Japan, one of the Communist

leaders at the front described that system to me.

Buidg-e-We mist stren:thn ourselves with.knowleave.
helr political educational activities may be divided

into three main parts:
l. Education of the Army.
2. Political-educational work among the people,
3+ Work about the enemy;and work with the enemy.

The purpose of this political educational work during the

war was to ralse the anti-Japanese spirit of the army and the people.
/uM‘uJ—-,uu ma to
The system in the army exfended Rram every?%nit from the Company to J

the Cax ps. The Company, the fighting unit, was also the political
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educational unit, so the work in the Company was more complex,
In each Company there were four branches of work:

1. The general cultural (or educational) branch, which included
reading, writing, geography, =Emx history, etec,

2., Military studies,
5. Recreation,
4. People's work,

Men had to study in the first two é;anches--general educational
and military. The other two were voluntgry. Men could join all
groups if they had the time.

In every Dgvision, Brigade, and Regiment, the Political Propaganda
Corps was in the hands of educated men and women, most of whom left
the schools and colleges of the bir eities., They drew up e
and directed the ERNERAEIOMATXANGIR works

Dramas
Publisﬁad newspapers and wall newspapers,

Deliver dectures; conduct classes of every kind.,
Mass Meetings.

Clubs. Wrote slogans,

> 5

g About equal time was 2£EE§¥94 to military and political
subjects. Tx Theee awd e we kel 67 ¥l

Urorvie
The conteng covered every aspect of the war wlth Japan,
reasons for the waP, comparisons of the strength of China and Japan,
methods to be used to be finally victorious.

Also: Current world events, Chinese affairs, the history
of China's revolution.

xXsxnmm

They sald to me: "Since our cultural standard is closely
related to our political knowledge, we aim to eliminate illiteraey
in the Army and among the civilian population."

. One of their most Iimportant means of "Political Mobilization"
g}1¢1», Brraiea
onsisted in meetings of the main fighting units before and after each
A
battle at which both the military commander and the political diyeqﬁor
spoke. The fighters were given exact information about tha@’
weapons, strength, and objectives of the enemy. They were also told

what defeat would mean to the nation; and what victory would mean.
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iy When time permitted, after each battle, meetings were held
to enalyze and criticise the battle. Every man had free:‘iﬁ-un to
criticlze his comrades or commander, and the men criticized had to
ﬁ‘=£Z£h~ Weak or incapable or cowardly men were weeded out in this
manner, and men promoted on merit. In time such promoted men were sent
to the highest Military-Political Academy of the Army for advanced
studies. There was no eess® officer 2!25%% all officers came from
‘he ranks and the ﬁajority of them are former peasants.

During marches, political work continued during rest periods

.or at night.

2:;...-"
"The People's movement is very important,” s, "pbecause

we have seen the regular Kuomintang armies retreat, often in great

P
demoralization; amk some of them loot the people’andAturn bandit.

- —

*Thé Kuomintang armies, given no political training, often did not
know why they were called upon to die; in defeat they were demoralized.

n‘#&..
Frax Also, since they with the people, they were further

weakened and demoralized,

v

"WE LELIEVE THAT FINAL VICTORY DEPENDS ON THE MOBILIZATION
AND ARMING OF THE PEOPLE, on the DEMOCRATIZATION OF THE COUNTRY AND

THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT, and en the INMPROVEVMENT OF THE LIVELIHOOD OF

OUR PEOPLE.
@m&ur people must ‘be given the

status of citizens, with full democratic rights, that they may feel
that they have a stake in the country.

"The?’.:gil.must be educated to lmow what the war is about
that they may help us. Above all, they must be :iven something worth



. 4, If the livelihood of our people 1s improved, the people
can give thelr whole-hearted attention to the anti-
Japanese war,
"Many elements both Inside and outside the Kuomintang
are afraid to arouse, educate, and arm the common people, because
they fear the people would then never return to the old feudal

&5 C‘n&&“,

nditions under the landlord gentry, .
mmnd%dam.

"We have special FRONT MOBILIZATION COMMITTEES, with branches

everywhere, the members of which are elected directly klax by the

Ao

~that s
«tHESE GOMMID?EES\carry out the mobilization, education, and

people.

* arming of the people. They, working jointly with the elected
governments, carry oui_ﬁeasures to improve the livihg of our people.

They do the followings

1. Reduce taxes, rent, interest on loans,
2. Orgenize industrial and consumers cooperatives,
3. Plan me=dad& crops,
4, Direct breeking of live stock,
5. Form Local Guerrilla bands,
6. Form and train Local Self-Defence Corps, or Minute Men.
7. Found schools for children and schools to eradicate
mass illiteracy.
8., Organize and direct special training schools for mass
organizers.,
9. Take care of the families of soldiers. They hold meetings
of families to discuss their problems and need, and
moblilize the community to help such families cultivabe
their land.
10. Take care of and settle refugees from other regions.

In addition to this, when our Army is not otherwise engaged,

they must help the pPeople cultivate the land and harvest the crops
= -
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Y wim——— T 00 garrisoning certain regions, must cultivate

their own land and become self-supporting.

"Our Army also hxymx has a number of military rules which
all men must ovey iIn their relations with the penple. Eight of them:

1., Never enter the home of people without permission.

2. Before leaving such homes, ask if anything has been
broken or has disappeared.

3« Return anything borrowed. Pay for anything broken.,

4. Kep homes clean; sweep and clean before leaving.

5. Treat the people kindly. No cursing or insults. No
molestation of women,

6. TUse sanitary arrangements of the people; if insufficient,
dig special latrines and fill them up before leaving,

7. Pay for everything at market prices,

8. Never rob or kill captives,

This system of activit is, the reason
ke 4l i

aul | s proeel
@ the Commnist-commanded armies of Chinay ot e

Rt AT e ey > > The political

system. they have introduced has broken feudalism and introduced a

form of W democracy of Denefit to the people. Tirecbedsinasm

Shed 2. ay

au
“ammiiibes concstituté a vast agrarian revolution, xgxxxmnx;

HBE.
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in-(?;gﬁsferred power from the hands of the ancient rulers to
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= These facts are the basic reasons for the civil war today.
. &
that the democratic activities' of the Chinese Communists
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are but transitory, and that their ultimate goal 0 et |

jM 4t wr ok G
a totalitarian dictatorship. M it seems ﬁhat

~that
will depend upon what mexdém our approach to them becomes. If we

approach them as friends, as democrats, showing them that we have

no intention of crushing or sborting the Chinese revolution,

I believe China would develop and progress peacefully. If we

set out to exterminate them, even indirectly through support of
Chinese reaction, they &W fight to the
death. w
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