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i... eT: fixe, aacaas statement, aumm@limmem, General Marshall * Dlamed the failure of his mission 4mm on what he called the 
. Sextremists"in both the Kuomintang Party, and the Kungchantang, or awh Communist Party. 
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I was surprised to note that ee used e@ word 
--* "feudal" in connection with Kuomintang reactionaries who, he |said, 

had opposed almost every step he had proposed to form a coalitipn 
government. These reactionaries, he said, had openly advocate 
as a solution of all issues, and they had expected American aid 
add that they received that aid). 

General Marshall ‘aim. blamed the Chinese Communists for what he called their refusal to reach a "fair compromise" with the Kuomintang Government, for their destruct of lines of communicatinn which, he saig caused suffering to the people carrying on 
propaganda designed to arouse acre of America, 

—SSSSSSE=_===a==S 
General Marshall advocated as a solution of the Chinese problem that liberals within and without the Kuomintang Government form a new | j government under the leadership of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, He 

thought this government could function advantageously under the Sumxkikukin Constitution which was recently passed immttenisimer by the so-called National Assembly which was called by the ruling party the Kuomintang. This new Constitution, General Marshall stated, retained the basic 

‘



by the Political Consulative Conference of all 
*"parties in Chungking one year ago. 

In condemning the Chinese Communists for their refusal to 
| reach a “fair compromise" on such basic issues as this National Assembly 
and the Constitution which it passed, max General Marshall tAivea to add 

that not only the Communists, but the Chinese Democratic League and 
Chinese organizations of every kind also boycotted that National Assembly 
_and repudiated the Constitution which it passed. 

About the POLITICAL CONSULTATIVE CONFERENCE: 

One year ago the various parties and groups met in Chungking and 
agresixkax signed an agreement to do the following: 

1. To form an interim government representing all parties and 
groups. 

2. To organize a Deliberative Committee, composed of representa- 
tives of all parties, to prepare a draft Constitution of 
a truly démocratic nature. 

5. The representatives of the various parties and groups wae 
representing the coalition government were then to call a 
representative National Assembly to discuss and adopt the 
new democratic Constitution. 

+ That the principle of local self-governme: shou 2g Bi 0g 7 
4 t th f- nt af egogniz olis 849 ed and the concentration of power in the Govt. al 
5 + Olan Sy Gins sated CE, 

r Subsequently, and also under General Marshall's sponsorship, 
the Kuomintang and Commnists signed an agreement to reorganize and 
integrate their armies into a Chinese national Army which should be placed 
under the command of an elected democr ° 

In his qq statement, General Marshall asks Americans to realize’ 

that ‘gm the Chinese Communists mamammbek representjmg millions of people 
and an army of a million men. 
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is one of China's most emiment sociologists, joint author of the book,



Barthbound China}, published last year by the University of Chicago Press. 

Professor fei was, and remains, one of the leaders of the . 

Chinese Democratic Ledmue. Last July he was one of\eleven frofessors of 
Kunming who annem. tk, fuge in the American ConswWlate in Kunming, 
together with their song to avoid assassination Wy the Kuomintang 
secret political police. AllNwere members and leaders uf ine Chinese 
Democratic League, whose leaders and publisations were ing exterminated 

by the Kuomintang stapo. Tww eminent professors had 
just been assassinated in the streets of Kanming. One of 
them was .Prof\. Li Kung-po, graduate Reed College, Port Oregon. 
The other was\Pror. Wen I-to the Chicago Art In 
Prof. Fei and his eleven academic colle es escaped by 
fleeing.to the American Consulate, which Yn turn arranged for thet 
safe transport to the coastal cities. of them then fled to\British 
Hongkong, and the \British Government Professor Fei to leate for 
England, where he is at present. He this country in March. 
In 1943 Prof. Fei wes @ guest of the ision of our State 

Department. 

I mention suc! 
of terror co: 

matters in detail because ey constituted a part 
uced by the Kuomintang secret police against 

atic forces of ths,Chinese people, thus frustrat General, 
Lo establish a coalit on’ demoeratte. fovernmen n China. 
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The Kuomintang conducted this reign of terror in mm&x an effort to 

-exterminate the Democrabic League that it might —_—_——__—iame present 

the Chinese problem to the United States as nothing but a conflict for 

lta Communists aad the ruling Kuomintang Party. 

\. General Marshall he 

$—————— = however, can be best derstood in the light of 

Professor Fei Hs tiutg's paper on Peasantry \and Gentry. In fact, the 

entire struggle iy n China is a strugale between mmx the democratic 

fogces of the co Dy, _ complexion, the feudal system 

inyagrarian ec k sb -femember that China is an agrarian, not an 

industrial nathen,”and that\g0% of its people are peasants. . 
me 

In the feudal structure ofa oe China, Proféssor Fei 
states, the landlord gentry are the official administrators who exercize 



“ 

absolute monarchical power unchecked by popular will, The landlord gentry, he says, are the unproductive, privileged class living on the peasants whom they rule. 
The methods of their exploitation, other than administrative, include_usury, 2°) he says, 

b. S, and taxes of every description =, © Sty du< Ti el eles wey. 

Throughout all Chinese history, states, the gentry has never once rejected any ruler able to seize power and who recognized the. special privileges of the landlords, The gentry, he Says, has always BE public duty, for their one goal is ‘i “gentleman.” To protect their special position, through all Chinese history downto the present day, he says, the gentry has uamt filled the administrative Buxxx machinery of whatever government dim come to power. They became officials, not because of any sense of public oldine eee but to protect their owm king and relatives, and while holding they are the representatives of their kin and relatives. 
: 

This set-up explains to us the ERAX nepotism of Smxx the present Chinese Government. The ruling classes take the system for granted, aud see nothing wrong in officials ruling. on behalf of their own bs cee’ families, or in collective fortunes during the war and deposi g em in American banks. 

Since the rights of the people are not protected by law, Prof. 

Fei states, and since the welfare of the people- hang by a threat on 
“the conscience of the power hierarchy, justice, so-called, xxxxsox 
must be achieved by personal influence with immmmpetoy and by the gentry, 
by bribery, or--and this is of prime importance--by armed force. 

The Chinese gentry have only one code of professional ethics: that of order, Every person is expected to behave according to, and be ‘ satisfied with, the position he occupies in the social structure. Regard- less of who holds power or how it is administered, the people--which means the peasants, are expected to obey, When the ag enema reread Dasnneneinemetisitinenmmmenmamerte mete nents a the gentry always fights _ on the side of the ruler in power. 

: If you wish to see this system in operatimg right in the midst of war, I suggest you read the new book, THUNDER OUT OF CHINA, by Theodore 
White and hatter hed Jacoby. 

In the years I spent in China, and in the midst of war, the one crime which I heard laid at the door of the Chinese Comminists was that they were “disturbing the social order," erie cn PRE II OY 

I used to ask 
Kuomintang Generals if they_did not think the social system should be disturbed and changed, and'I even was naive enough to Suggest that they. 
themselves take the lead in introducing democratic reforms. They replied 



om ° o 

* that "democracy is nothing but the outer defence works of Communism", 
I sometimes suggested that they themselves become more advanced than 
the, Communists, and thus steal ea thunder, they were shocked, 

ed mw. Gt a = 
Pismo ipsttwo years of the war against the Japanese, 

the Kuomintang worked together) at first satisfactor- 
ily, and then with increasing friction.. The trouble began to develop 

anded guerrillas had penetrAted through the 
their rear, and began to re 

gentry officials in these regions had fled with the ret eating 
merely become local officikis under 

oh: Kw, dnd; 
Into these regions, 

t-commanded armies began to troduce all kinds of changes. 
They orgenized the people to take par? the first, they mobilized, 
armed fight, and they trained 
and armed ¢ older men to form local Se Defence Corps. At : 
same time y carried on widespread educathenal work about civil rights 
and democratic practices. They also granted frage to all men and 
women over 18 ad held village and town electitns at which new 
administrative bodies were elected by the peopl 

It was at this point that serious fri m with the Chinese GovéYnment began to-devél@peThe Kuomt Soca inakenin that 

o
O
 

‘these elcocted\bodges were illegal, and it claimed the right to send 
appointed offidials in to take over the liberated areas. Both the 

ents, and the Communist armies objected, When the 
in troops with their old appointed officials, there 

In other wokds, the ancient feudal social system had been 
sed from the old landlord\gentry into the 

hads of e people, primar the peasants who are th& majority of the 

wiy-elected administrations were not foam st. To 
draw all the people into the war into these bodies, thé Commnists 

a decree that at ma place should more than‘one-third 
of any administrative body be Commnists. The others were to be draw 

i the merchant and gentryeclasses,. 
y dominated; but in many 

others there was no ¢ ists at all. 

The first big re&jonal mountain base the rear of the Japanese, 
stratorsma 

were @hsee leading Kuomint officials who cooperated with the 
Communists, and who lead th»t\region to the present day, That was, and 
remains, a real united front democratic base,
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follow the press dispatches from China, you will 
Chine se Democraiic—League, and many Chinese 

ublic organizations Sympathize with and generally stand on the same 
SiaErome sith the se Communists. That does not mean they are 
Communists--for they ar&not. It means that-all of them struggle ror 
the same cagaeesiasimniony democr tic How long that situation whl. ra 
I do not know. : i 

it yo 

goal 

If you follow pres dispatches from China these days, you 
will also read of many developkents which Americans find difficult to 

> understand, but which can be traced only to_xmax feudal a olan which 
still obtain in those “ome ruled by tHe Kuomintang . 

My (Feu aa aa 
You will read, for exampYe, | mmx conscription of Chinese 

soldiers £mrx to replace those killed\in the civil war which began last 
July, and you will read that this conscyiption has aroused the ire of 
the Chinese people. #7. 

& 

a On September 1st, last year, 

e 

Two days before General Marshall's statement, Dr. Lo Lung-chi ’ 
Spokesman for’ the Democratic League, deglared that Marshall was operating 

under misconceptions, One year ago, ps said, the Communists were 
A 

willag to surrender their armies to a new democratic government. 

Since that government was ta aa 

an ; the Huominsansl aR ctv! wep fama the 

Commnists nave abet, two demands before they wil Weal with the 

Kuomintang. They are: 

held one year AZO. 

a 2. Gee, Pe. We pane’ forpe oe Wy aiaen ae “by cette 

So. Chinese people hold American policy in China responsible 

1. That the Kuomintang armies withdraw to the positions oe 

& 
for the civil war, Without American aid, the kuomintang could not
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have aborted the PCC of a year ago or have started civil war. 

POLITICAL EDUCATION 

Why are the Chinese Communists so powerful, and in what way 

ey Giffer from American, Russian, and other Cormunists? 

Apart from their egrarian and democratic refoms in the 

Liberated Areas which paid. Sfpol D 7h, Mtscent. ZeUswwe foe has 

there are other factors. 

I will describe to you the political-military system which 

they follow and which many America correspondents and military men have 

seen. In the second year of the war with Japan, one of the Communist 

leaders at the front described that system to me. 

"Our political work is the line-line of our Army", ame 

Sebey=we we must strengthn ourselves with knowledge. 
heir political educational activities may be divided 

into three main parts: 

1. Education of the Army. 
2. Political-educational work among the people. 
5. Work about the enemy;and work with the enemy. 

The purpose of this political educational work during the A 

war was to raise the anti-Japanese spirit of the army and the people. 
aia en | to 

fhe, system in the army exfended fram everyAmnit, from the Company to j 

Sy Ca ps. The Company, the fighting unit, was also the political



educational unit, so the work in the Company was more complex. In each Company there were four branches of work: 

1. The general cultural (or educational) branch, which included reading, writing, geography, mkex history, etc. 

2. Military studies, 

3. Recreation. 

4. People's work, 

Men had to study in the first two franches--general educational and military. The other two were voluntary. Men could join all groups if they had the time. 

In every Dgvision, Brigade, and Regiment, the Political Propaganda Corps was in the hands of educated men and women, most of whom left the schools and colleges of the bis cities. They drew up ie and directed the xiuxnkionaixanitxm work: BRRSENERAxpiayyx 

Dramas 
Published newspapers and wall newspapers, 
Deliver dectures; conduct classes of every kind. Mass Meetings. 
Clubs. Wrote slogans. 

>. _ 
abate About equal time was frre to military and political subjects. Ze Thee and Wim worked 4, etkihihe , 

Work 
The = covered every aspect of the war with Japan, reasons for’ the waf, comparisons of the strength of China and Japan, methods to be used to be finally victorious. 
Also: Current world events, Chinese affairs, the history of China's revolution. 

xigensa 

They said to mez "Since our cultural standard is closely 
related to our political knowledge, we aim to eliminate illiteracy 
in the Army and among the civilian population." 

. One, of their most important means of "Political Mobilization" G then Amita 
- onsisted in meetings of the main fighting units before and after each 

battle at which both the military commander and the political director 

spoke. The fighters were given exact information about the eee, 

weapons, strength, and objectives of the enemy. They were also told 

what defeat would mean to the nation; and what victory would mean.



RE emer 
_ aes When time permitted, after each battle, meetings were held 

to analyze and criticise the battle. Every man had tree epee to 

eriticize his comrades or commander, and the men criticized had to 

Milas. Weak or incapable or cowardly men were weeded out in this 

manner, and men promoted on merit. In time such promoted men were sent 

to the highest Military-Political Academy of the Army for advanced 

studies. There was no ewes officer cae all officers came from 

he ranks and the majority of them are former peasants. 

During marches, political work continued during rest periods 

_or at night. 

hu, 
"The People's movement is very important," >» "because 

we have seen the regular Kuomintang armies retreat, often in great 
orwe 

demoralization; mi some of them loot the people, and, turn bandit. 

*Thé Kuomintang armies, given no political training, often did not 

know whg they were called upon to die; in defeat they were demoralized. 

: max Also, since they ent Et. the people, they were further 

weakened and demoralized, 

"WE DELIEVE THAT FINAL VICTORY DEPENDS ON THE MOBILIZATION 

AND ARMING OF THE PEOPLE, on the DEMOCRATIZATION OF THE COUNTRY AND 

THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT, and on the IMPROVEMENT OF THE LIVELIHOOD OF 

OUR PEOPLE.’ 

Orr people must ‘be given the 

status of citizens, with full democratic rights, that they may feel 

that they have « stake in the country. 

“She Yareceee must be educated to Imow what the war is about 

that they may help use Above all, they must be ziven something worth



a 4. If the livelihood of our people is improved, the people 
can give their whole-hearted attention to the anti- 
Japanese war. 

"Many elements both inside and outside the Kuomintang 

are afraid to arouse, educate, and arm the common people, because 

they fear the people would then never return to the old feudal 

“a Carreet, 
conditions under the landlord gentry. . 

"We have special FRONT MOBILIZATION COMMITTEES, with branches 

everywhere, the members of which are elected directly xix by the 

Aa thal 
, THESE COMES, CBT, out the mobilization, education, and 

people. 

a arming of the people. They, working jointly with the elected 

governments, carry oul auasines to improve the living of our people. 

They do the following: 

1. Reduce taxes, rent, interest on loans, 
2. Orgenize industrial and consumers cooperatives, 
5. Plan weeded crops, 
4. Direct breeking of live stock, 
5. Form Local Guerrilla banitis. 
6. Form and train Local Self-Defence Corps, or Minute Men. 
7. Found schools for children and schools to efadicate 

mass illiteracy. 
8. Organize and direct special training schools for mass 

organizers. 
9. Take care of the families of soldiers. They hold meetings 

of families to discuss their problems and need, and 
mobilize the community to help such families cultivate 
their land. 

10. Take care of and settle refugees from other regions. 

in addition to this, when our Army is not otherwise engaged, 
they mst help the people cultivate the lana and harvest the crops 8 .



sd eeBEA Troops garrisoning certain regions, must cultivate 

their own land and become self-supporting. 

"Our Army also Hawmx has a number of military rules which 

all men must obey in their relations with the people. Eight of them: 

1. Never enter the home of people without permission. 
2. Before leaving such homes, ask if anything has been 

broken or has disappeared. 
5. Return anything borrowed. Pay for anything broken. 
4. Kep homes clean; sweep and clean before leaving. 
5. Treat the people kindiy. No cursing or insults. No 

molestation of women. 
6. Use sanitary arrangements of the people; if insufficient, 

dig special latrines and fill them up before leaving. 
7, Pay for everything at market prices. 
8. Never rob or kill captives. 

This system of sibel <7 is, the sg ee nen rary 
aut & milhin aeldite an 

@® the Communist-commanded armies of Ch Nag Roe ntneeeemncni, Mery, 

SOL o iets 8 8=The political 

system they have introduced has broken feudalism and introduced a 

form of aera democracy of benefit to the people. ‘S=s=sheagm 

Their 
a = . 

Mus constituté a vast agrarian revolution, fe ntth tl 

mms. 

> ae = 

an 

ee aticvek power from the hands of the ancient rulers to 

TS SOLS ) elitists lA TAS LER ABI EIEN Ny 

‘ These facts are the basic reasons for the civil war today. 

that the democratic activities’ of the Chinese Commmists
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are but transitory, and that — ultimate goal 1s ‘a_i. 

yan te wrong, teh Laas 

a totalitarian dictatorship. Waaipictempigpmim it soems (hat 
thot 

will depend upon what wmaxda our approach to them becomes. If we 

approach them as friends, as democrats, showing them that we have 

no intention of. crushing or aborting the Chinese revolution, 

I believe China would develop and progress peacefully. 
If we 

set out to exterminate them, even indirectly through support of 

Chinese reaction, they 2, een fight to the 

death. ete terredramndiesinennsnine deems tele ETO O TNT ETO LE 

Splint ntt ahaha seidaeme eee Le 5 
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