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During these events, the writer was with 
the Chinese Red army, 

of the units 

having gone to it in January, 1957. i Red 
Army/had but recently emerged 

tien epic “Long March", during which ten
s of thousands of men had 

peen killed or had died of hunger, cold an
d exhaustion. The survivors were 

still inadequately xkukhadtgfetx clothed a
nd fed, mkkmamk and there was 

mumkx considerable sickness, particulerly 
respiratory infections. Sksxen- 

Tuberculewis was widespread, particularly 
among the intellectuals, The 

Army lacked qualified doctors and medical supplies. Despite these 

aiffleulbies, these veberane of a thousand 
battles were physically tough 

and--what was of greater importance--imbued 
with boundless enthusiasm and 

the conviction that China was entering upon
 a new ere of liberetion, and = 

that they themselves were the advance guard 
in a revolution of the common 

people. 

of all the armies of China, the Red Army was, and is today, 

the most literate and the best informed abo
ut national and international 

developments, The political directors in its ranks, all e
ducated men and 

women--some of the highest university atta
inments--and all members of the 

Commnist Party, had the duty of educating the troop
s into that mxianksikex 

unconquerable instrument, a thinking army, The troops were not all 

Commnists by any means, and no party qualifica
tions were necessary to be 

in ibe ranks; yet their political educators ned ‘knstructed them in Marxi
en 

principles and in the Three People '§ frineiples of
 Sun Yat-sen. They 

were intelligently informed about the rise of 
Hitler to power, the Ttalian 

conguest of Royssinta, and the mening of ShumRanmtakx the Gornan-Ttalian 

Hacddat vee ob tne’ eleotea spanish Hepuviie. “Ho these Yordiery, Fabdiin was, 

be Yee Seoborate “oivort of tnd" ovintng Slacsed Yo destioy TT eeetiamanteae 

pariiehontary denogvatic institutions to prevent the final victory of 

anaeny ove or od gglattr ted Wnowlodge of dita ‘native ia given - | 

Cea ind denn brows, in tis day, hed eatiea “an ‘armor gained’ : 
ipLosRpone ppewe cacuge* fe ALT Cel AVE MTEP FYE Epywese Keg 

: 7 is
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Throughout these events, the writer was with the Chinese Red 

Army , having gone to it in January, 1957. The Red Army had but recently 

gmaxgedt entered northwest China, waxtngxuomexx following the ppic "Long 

March". Tens of thousands of its men had been killed or had died of 

hunger, cold, and exhaustion. Most of the survivors were komgux physically 

tough young men enured to great hardship, Tuberculosis was widespread, 

however. The Army max
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From the moment civil war was brought to an end by the eapture 

of Generalissimo Chiang in Sian, and while negotiations were secretly 

proceeding for the formation of the national united front, the Army began 

intensive ideological sxmkmkmy and military reorganization and re-training 

for the national war of liberation against the Japanese. xmmnxirakk 

Once civil war ended thousands of men and women students and other 

intellectuals, as also workers and peasants, made their way to the Red 

Army from every part of China, either to join ite ranks as fighters or, 

in the ease of the intellectuals, to study in either sex Kengda (Resistance 
University), in the non-party school, ghanpel, or in the newly-organized _ 

Lu Heun Art Academy, all located in Commmnist headquarters at Yenan, no 

Shensi. Soldier volunteers for the fighting units were so many that the 

Army could not provide uniforms for them. Thousands of students who 

studied in Shanpei and in the Lu Hsun Art Academy were not Sxxtumixtx 

turned into Commnists, but were trained in revolutionary theory and in 
methods of mass organization and leadership, then--often against their | 

ardent protests--sent back to their original homes to work among the peo ie 

They were to become the yeast in the body politic of China, se 
Japanese saw the handwriting on the wall and struck at China 

7, 1937, The war began as skirmishes, then full-fledged — 

Army strained at the leash, amtixmmx but only on September 

ed to the Eighth Route Army étmkuexkhm and : 
incorporated into thé\national forses, The government BAURXteisxkrny 

ammunition, but no new uniforms and no new 

proper on 

battles, The 

10th was its name 

provided it with money r 

guns at all. Still wearing their Red army caps with the wkax red ster ‘ 4 

gleaming, ximyx the troops erossed the Yellow River and began | 

moving by forced marches to get in rear of the sdvancing Japanese : €| 

Columms which were mmx scattering the ar armies before them like 

chaff irom a threshing floor. The poorly-e ped regular armies fought = 

ferooiously, but sities and vast areas of the north fell into the hands — 

eee 
iis
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of the enemy. 

The 115th Division of the Zighth Route army reached the Wutain 

mountains of northeastern Shansi in late September, split up and deploy
ed i 

its units over a great area in the rear and on the flanks of the Japanese 

and began a battle which culminated in the bxkkkmx victory ms of 

Pinghsingkwan (pro. P'ing-hsing-guan), @ pass near the Great Wall, In 

this battle 1t shattered the powerful xmswormtx Japanese samurau Itagaki 

Division, wiping out one entire brigade of 3,000 men, and capturing 

invaluable documents, maps, battle orders, arms, ammmition, food, medical 3 

supplies, and even the divisional banner presented to Itagaki by Premier =F 

This battle, China's first victory, was fought at a time when 

the people and armies had all but lost confidence in their ability to j 

defend themselves against the Japanese, It was of tremendous significence 

because it set an example in the kind of military~political tactics of 

a guerrilla and mobile nature that could be used successfully against 

a& powerfully-equipped enemys 

The Eighth Route followed up this victory by a long succession 

of smaller ones, and began to recover a great area in the rear of the main 

Japanese lines, On January 10th, 1958, alone, 1t recaptured sevon northern 

cities, destroyed hundreds of miles of vakiwiiy ,/reo tiated its losses by
 

volunteers that poured to it. It established its first mountainous 

guerrilla base in the Wutel mountains, and formed the first regional 

government in the rear, kmown as the Shansi-ftkm Hopei-Chahar Border 

Ea of gee te the national goverment recognized this 

Border givers as equivalent to a Provincial Government. 

The Army sent political workers throughout the north to organize 

and train the civilian population in anti-Japanese associations of peasants, 

workers, youth, women,and children, and began a process of military-politica:
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organization and struggle that eventually aroused the deep fearf of the 

ruling classes of China and gave rise to serious internel conflicts, 

The Highth Route Army is RMkXMNABYXRMkKKkkarkskxWAaRBAZxwMeAR not an 

isolated military weapon, but a militery-political army of liberation 

affecting every branch of life, With the formation of the national united 

front, it accepted ®x Sun Yat-sen's Three People's Principles of national 

liberation, democracy, and improvenent in the liveihood of the people, 

Instead of applying the first principle only, it Posed began to realize all 

three principles, believing ‘that the | war r could not t be waged otherwise, 

and thet mex people fight best if they are granted full citizenship, 

wngeat — economic burdens renoved from their backs, and they are 

given a g a goal worth fighting for and, if necessary, dying for, The army 

Was providing them with "an armor against af flietion." ] 

Its suecess was phenomenal, Thousands of miners, railway workers, 

mam technicials and other intellectual workers from the northern xtkkm 

and other cities of China mummped made their way to it. A number of 

Americans end Britishers within the northern cities secretly helped it, 

It established e mmm Military-Political Training Camps in its mounteinous 
base in the Wutei mountains, through which tens of thousands of men and 

women have since poured, military commanders to study military science 

primarily and political knowledge secondarily; and intellestuals to be 

trained primarily as political educators in the Army or as organizers 

and leaders of the civilian population. Special training schools are 

founded for the civilian population, mmkxst from whose ranks have since 

come countless local leaders. 

Bocal Self-defence Corps of older men were formed in every 

village, and a ¥m volunteer People's Militia composed of men from 16-50 

was built up and axxuntzm@x trained for local armed defence and as 

auxiliaries of the Army when necessary, The total number of persons in 

these people's military sakxeinkkx organizations and in the civilian anti-
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Japanese associations is very great, According to a report published 
in July, 1942, there were 10 1/2 million in the civilian organizations and 

about eight million in the military, Membership in the local self. 

defence corps 1s practically compulsory for able-bodied men and thesexmamx 

corps are also responsible Few. observation service about Japanese movements 
" end for passport sontrol designed to prevent, the movement of Japanese xgamk ee i annaeebiens a AC IN RE RESET 

5.
 

agents, They want also undertake @ certain amount of work as carriers 

and guides for the xmgukax Army, omen and girls in the peoplets 

organizations, xxExexmx as well as ontidren, serve as passport inspectors 

in the more settled mmmmkminx regions, ‘The women and girls in particular 

have been drawn into the net-work of industrial cooperatives which have 

spread throughout the liberated areas, Today they manufacture almost all 

the mmx shoes worn by the army and all the eloth used by the Army and the 

civilian population, 

Chinese miners, railway workers, and engineers,as well as women 

: organizers, helped establish the industrial cooperatives, and the men 
ect established small foundries in each hsien (county) to teach the People's ssafttageean ptt 82 

, Militia oven Cemteatig and the manufacture of gmpowder, hand-~grenaees: . eis 

and lend-mines, The Militia possess some kind of weapons--old guns or _ 
Speers and big swords--but their main weapons, hand-grenades and land 

en 

mines, are made by themselves, Special training schools taught them 

guerrilla tact. Gemolition, destruction of enemy 

commmication lines, current events and political knowledge, 

The primary school system in the liberated areas have been 

muxgxkabikizhet fairly well established, Reports state that 438,000 

#upils were in school west of the <- me! railway line, and another 

400,000 in central Hopet Provinces Ag Senior primary schools exists in 

each hsieh and high schools and normal schools have been established, 
Two universities have been founded, By 1942 there was one especial 

school of 800 agacandeeemenz for mass movement local leaders, «ffi 

4
a
 

Ae 



we 

Si 

Great emphasis is laid on the eradication of adult illiteracy, and 

schools for this purpose are held during the winter seasons when 

there is little farm work to dos In the areas west of the Peiping- 

Henkow Railway, 300,000 adult have learned to read and write, 1,200 

charecters being taken as the standard of literacy, 

A few qualified Chinese and foreign doctors have found their 

way to the Bighth Route Anny and are in charge of kx the wounded who are 

Iw he housed in villages that serve as hospitals, ‘The New Fourth Army, now 

lecated in North Kisngsu Province and southern Shantung, has its own 

excellent medical fraining school, The main medical training school, 

three years in duration, is located in Yenan, north Shensi. The 

foreigners who kaxm have taken part in this medical work include one 

Anerigan, mmxxtaxiinksikx aaa fs va atic: Dr, Norman Bethune, 
one German 

@ Canadian,/end five surgeons 5 ra by the Indian 

National Congress. Dr. Norman Reaikkux Bethune died at his post, as did 

the Indian who took his place, Dr» Dwarkanath Kotnis. These two foreign 

doctors lie buried in the watein mountains near a monument to 25,000 

soldiers who fell xmaxax in the defence of that region, 

After Pearl Harbor, @ number of foreigners, mitikmd&xx aided by 

the Eighth Route Army, escaped from Peiping and joined it, Among these 

ae" eds the American banker, G, Martell Hall, who spent eight months with 

that Army, One was Prof, Michael Lindsay, an Englishman from Yenehing 

University, who remains with ity, mmm Two were Mxexxx Prof, and Mres 

William Band, Prof. endl, iesbcke professor of Physics at Yenching 

University near Peiping, spent a year and a half with the army, primarily 

teaching in the Army's Radio School, 

Up to 1944, the Highth Route and New Fourth Armies together 

jo had liberated wholly or partially 455 hsien, 277 of these wholly, In 

wr? the others, the Japanese hold strategic wall cities, but the seeeiae 

remains in Chinese hands, ihe population embraced in these vegions
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total approximately 50,900,000 peoples 

When the Eighth Route Army penetrated to the rear of the 

Japanese Army of eccupetion end liberated an ever-gorwing territory, it 

faced the problem of administration, The <amumazax regular nationalist 
meee vienna RAISE RIETE ny. 

armies had beon driven out by the Japanese, and most of the old officials 

ae well ae the great landlords amilx had fled either with the nationalist 

armies or had xakercuaxgeto: moved into Peiping or Tientsin, under 

Japenese rule, Smocixkkhxieniaxkempxeskivinnicomkexe The Eighth 

Route Army political workers then began to carry out the second of Sun Yat- 

gen's Three people's a) Following weeks or months 

of Gincational canal galneyin the les and practices of democracy, 

all men and women over 18 years of age were given suffrage rights. Only 

eriminals, the smxmmax insane, or Japanese agents were denied the vote. _ 

Hleotions were then held in the villages, in the higher @ ghu administra=_ 

tive unit, end then dnxthesatenyxmexmamixgyx for the hsien councils, 
elected 

The/regional governments, located in mounteinous guerrilla bases, of which 

there are nom six, have the final say on all questions of policy. ‘These 
ia oR EER SM 

regional governments, like the hgien councils,may xkemxk@innixkhekexkokek 

have 10% co-opted members to 
iad ciaaaaeetadl 

represent special interestes For ee the Shansi-Sinxaxxx Hopel- 
membe 

Ghehar Border Government's central cousetTfneeeHeaty Army representatives, 
 Rencnenemmnnts ae 

three from the university and sme rerees workers, five Mohammedans, and 

and . 
one each from Manchus, Mongols maiixtekmkaxannixntxaxtekakxmxkedrowmer nt 

ES Scene 

Candidates for election kmxxkkkagayxekaxx are generally put up 

by the amkkadx people's organizations. The Communist Party, which is 

the largest party in north China, limits its participation in elected 

organs to one-third, the aim being to have one-third Communist, one-third 

non-party, progressive elements, one-third from the upper classes such 

as landlords, merchants, ete. In some regions, there are no upper-class 
ea AIEEE SPAN 

elements, and in others the Commnists have not been able to achi
eve 
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a representation of even one-third of the eleoted bodies, 
The Kuomintang 

contested the simaktunaxxt@ix 1040 elections for the central council, but 

has not put up candidates for the village elections, Peasents, workers, 

teachers, students, amt artisans and small merchants have generally been 

re returned in such However, there are a number of Kuominteng 

\ 

a 

Cf soe in the regional governments, and in the Shansi-Hopei«Chahar _eeeeeioceeenas! 
Fccrneractaiperpeiieinninennineiciirincacesuss nea aaa ates

 

Border Government there are a number; the chairman, Mr, Sung Shao-wen, 

ona the vice-chairman, Mr. Hu Jen+kwel, are both 
Kuominteng members. In 

qther regional councils, non-party men hold high posit
ions and a number 

‘lieth Re ALAGLOns kann Go COTOMELOE- Die peopLete ron ganseey LONE Gee HS 

sseamssioyotetoh | | Every effort has been made to make the elections and 

the administration truly democratic, that all group
s of the population 

5 may take part in and be educated in popular government
. Laws governing — 

| all liberated areas guarantee the rights o
f free speech, press, assembly, 

re residence, mov and right to own rty, Though 

the main economic organization is cooperative, pr
ivate bred and 

industry 1s permitted. ; ie Po gmeckanyne iKeter - 

In efforts to realize Sun Yat-sen's third principle--that of 

improvement in the people's livelihood-- rent has 
been lowered and may 

not oxoeed (87.5% of the produse, —Seckacrxastectmkees xan nas STS 

A single progressive lend tax, with a fixed m
inim, has been in 

w” Bree choice in marriage, with the right of Rhummxmhockan divorce
, has 

~~ \ pen estabdlised, the legal age of marriage raised, concubinage forbidden, 

» | and there are special provisions to protect soldier
s' wives, All court 

fees have been abolished and there are no lawyers, Mass organizations 

may take part in any legal proceedings in which they are 
interested, 

War-profiteering, hoarding of food and other life essentia
ls, treffic 

in opium, and eolleboration with the enemy are crimes 
against the nation. 

cyan losal curreney, originally issued against Central Gove
rnment notes, 

nee
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of which @ 65% reserve was kept, is fairly stable, It is claimed 

thet north China currency has 60% specie backing and that government 
sa aro a in 

expenses have been kept within the yield of taxation, As e result, the 

value of local currency is considerably higher then that of national 

currency, The Ghansi-Hopei-Chshar Border Government has a better 
SAECO tee 

currency management than the other regional governments, but these a
lso 

compare favorably with the currency in other parts of China. oer 

Lang record of ot pane social, and economic progress 

As most ———— when n the difficulties in which they are carried out 

eae J mopping-up campaigns have been constant and 

i 

ee caer ‘note regions, During such times, all important 

egonomic equipment have had to be hidden, There was little of this, 

other than hand industry, however, for muxkkxfiimmx the country districts 

of north China were not industrially developed, The first wealmesses 

whieh foreigners visiting the regions mukkmax observes are the low 

tendards of inefficiency,and xamx poor sanitation, Such diseases as 

|yo malaria and dysentery seriously impair the armies and the pe
ople, yet 

no attempts have been meade to mamkumkxkkmsax eradicate the sources of 

such diseases, The people and the Armies take a keen interest in 

political and social problems, but xXkkkkaxkn for less in others, 

qualified medical men and women, for instance, have had bitter strugg
les 

against apathy toward hygiene and sanitation. However, there is almost 

ye no_corruption in the soveranentor armies--a unique record for modern 

reo “China, There is perhaps no Commmist in China who has made his fortune 
ti nn aelaaiiall RPL LEI 

out of phe blood and suffering of his country. Ana not one, so far as 
Ph RMS 2 AROS 

Ww the writer knows of, has deserted to or colloborated with the Japanese. 
Ki re aotne emstianetsenans sanineninneattaemomnientisinnpmanntonnsiith 

a 

One would expect that such achievements would hav EOOSRARDORe 

2 pired great pride in the hearts of 

0 the Hlational government of Chinas te the contrary has been the case, 
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but down to 1944 not one member even of a village government has been 

vv elected by the peoples The villages, in particular, are considered the 

proporty of the old feudal landlords, and the village administrative 

organs have always been their means of oppressing and expleiting the 

_ peoples Village elections arouse terror in the heerts of the landlorda, 

gee “their” peasants organized, educated, and in arms, In the post- 

(tl ; Lt is quite obvious that such men and women will never return 

Yo their age-old heletry, 7” 
por’ Since political theories are no longer confined within geographical 

borders, the Kuomintang has been deeply influenced by the dictatorial 

i ideas of sumxiiaxkex Mussolini and Hitler. Long before the Japanese 
a ; 

anievaation began, Generalissimo Ohiang Kai-shek had Mussolini's biography 

translated into China, after which he distributed free copies to each of 

his officers, Kuomintang documents and publications quite frankly hailed 

the theories and practices of the Nazis as the most applicable te China, 

while Generalissimo Chiang sent one of his sons to be trained tn the 

Nagi Army, This son was a captein in thuxtummxtamyxthak the Nest army 
——_— 
that invaded and occupied Vienna, Kuomintang officials sent to study 

in Germany brought back German Militery Advisers witkshxxexsx ond German 

Gestapo organizers who were attached to the Chinese Government for over 

a decade, The Rkemk chief of these advisers before the war was General 
A nee pee 

von Seeckt of the German Reichwehr, then General Alexander von Falikenhausen 
Nene ceencnrmaemenenan —— «ll, 

At the demands of the Japanese, Hitler withdrew these advisers in July, 

fst 1938. von Palkenhausen began Nazi military governor of Belgium after 

a was ocoupiedsixyx The Germans inspired and helped the Kuomintang 

D to build up the secret "Blue Shirt" secret military-political police, 

re which is but one of three secret services maintained by the government. 

The others are the/political police of the Kuomintang, mmx led by Mrs 

Chen Li-fu, Minister of Bducation, and the other is Generalissimo Ghiang's 

own personal secret police which investigates any person suspected «& 
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of opposition to his personal dictatorship, 

These proto-Faseist methods now embrace almost every field of 

(om r1¢6 tn territory under Kuomintang dictatorship, Concentration camps 
for men and women holding ideas other than those approved by the 

Kuomintang, have been established, and leading men who criticise 

xURkxxgoxEmnmnkxar Kuominteng practices simply disappearf, without trial. 

The Eighth Route samy and New Pourth aAraies have therefore been 

> semene of almost every conceivable orimo, For near to four years now 

WL "the government has maintained a blockade of those armiens One of the beste 
equipped and fed aries of Ghina, 2 body of men commanded by Generel 

Hu Tsung-nan (pro, Hu Dewng-nan) have maintained thie blockade in the 

northwest, instead of fighting the Japanese. They have prevented any 

supplies of any nature, even medical supplies, from reaching the 
Eighth Route Army, To prevent medical supplies from reaching even the 
enemy wounded is a xtkx violation of internationel law, 

jr Official charges that the Commmist-commanded armies do not 

i ’ fight the Japanese is disproved by Japanene military compaigns xuax 

atin the period of time thet General fu Teunganen has out the Eighth 
—— Army off from ell supplies, the Japanese have shxmwax used 13 1/2 
( Divisions, or 44% of divi in China, against the Eighth 

‘Route and New Fourth Armies, Prom/mx 1941 to June 1942 alone, the 

Yee Bighth Route Army alone suffered 63,847 mmank easualties, and in the 

preceding year 48,385 casualties, in battles with the Japanese, While 

their suffered heavy casualties, the Japanese muffaxmt had 9t111 more, 

ineluding hundreds of captives. 

Se casiy IbGl, tnewlebhy Wtiivesy uta tn Catan ectes the right to 
send observers to the Eighth Route army regions to study Japanese 

installations and positions. These regions méax would be invaluable 

bases for operations against the Japanese, Generalissimo Chiang is 



reported to have refused this request, saying the Communists are 

“pebels" who have established a new "warslord" regime in the north, 

The Gommnists have declared their desire te have such American 

military observers today, just as they welcomed @x Lt. Col. Evans Fs 

we a Carlson, of the United Merines, in 1938, Carlson went where he wished 
Vv successfully / 

to go and saw what he wished to see, and later/applied what he learned 

against ome Japanese in the southwest Pacific, Ame An ag 

men in China have also been prevented from visiting the Commmist 

armies, but continue to demand this right, 

ast The struggle for a new, democratic China, however, is not 

confined to the Commmnists alone, The Commmists, however, are the 

ra i only group in China able to protect themselves to some extent, The 

fo, > masses women who live under Kuomintang rule have 

f no army to enforce their demands or to protect them, and in a govern- 

we ment ruled by a dictatorship no mmiyx individual or group has a voice 

j in the government that rules them unless they have an army, This 

de the basic reason why the Gommmists have up to now rejected all 
government demands to disband their srmies and allow them to be absorbed 

by the regular nationalist armies; or to dissolve the democratic 
administrative organs in the north and allow the old appointed officials 

to return to their old haunts, oi 

No simx consideration of the great social transformation 

taking place in China would be complete without mm mention of the 

democratic kde individuals and organizations in regions directly under 

aa 

the control of the Kuomintang. The famous Chinese Industrial 

Cooperatives are of such basic significance in the transformation of 

China that they can be called only social revolutionary, Organized 

in 1958 by the New Zealander, Rewl Alley, from civilian refugees who 

_ fled before the Japanese carrying what tools and machinery they could, 

f | these cooperatives today support some X&xRBxRRX 15,000,000 
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civiliens, The cooperatives are owned x and managed by the 

men and women who work in them, producing goods essential to the armies 

and ftmxkhe civilians, Though regionally federated, the individual, 

cooperatives are small, solf-governing republics which maintain 

primary sohools for their children, night schools for adults, hospitals, 

theatres and newspapers, These cooperatives have been harrassed by 

officials and the secret service, end for the same reasons as the 

Communist armies: because they are democratic, Only British and 

American protection has so far given them m & lease of life, 

The medical workers of Kuomintang China have also achieved 

very much since the war began, Wot only were thoy able to found 

medical institutions that maintained qualified doctors and nurses 

in the field, and educated poorly-trained Army medical personnel, | 
but they have laid the foundation for socialized medicine in China, 

& their work is not too badly disrupted before the war ends, Chine 

ai11 have » net-work of free clinics to care for a11 people without 

chargs, But many of them have been driven from their work because 

“they were non-party men and women and wished to keep their work on 

this basis, 
s 

Because of official censorship, the western world has heard 

little of the great body of Chinese educated men and women who mxm 

yy are democrats. On March, 1941, these democratic forces organized 

\o 

& Democratic Federation which is vory similar to the Canadian 

Gooperative Commonwealth Federation, It 1s pomposed of a mumber of 

Small parties and unaffiliated individuals, such as the Young China 
eeeceere ainsi 

Party, the Third Party, tho National Socialists (1,e,, Social Democrats), 

the &x Rural Reconstruction Association, the Vocational Guidance 
tare Sen Ha RR 

Association, tho National Salvation Asso¢tation-~and many unaffiliated 
indivi cans » On October 10th, 1941, anniversary of the Chinese Republic, 

» this Federation issued a ten-peint “program for democracy", some of 

wii



which points ares 

en Termination of one-party rule. 
2, The government to cease financing the Kuomintang. 

| BS, The Government to cease using political power to force 
iople to co the Kuomintang; and the educational officials 

Mr, Chen Li-fu, Minister of eation) cease foroing 
teachers, professors, students and other to join. 

4,Abolition be Kuomintang organizations within the armies, 
5e Abolition of concentration camps for men of wmorthodox 

Kuomins ideas, 
6. Introduct. of free speech, press, and free newspaper 

circulation. 

 bshectay ts St dvsrerimete ts teaming SaaS 
rich end the poor poorer," 

Some members of the Democratic Federation hold a few seats in 

the People's Political Council which the government, under pressure o 

the people, inaugurated in 1938 as an approach to democracy. Three 

aays before the Council convened on November 20th, 1941, a government 

spokesman informed foreign correspondents that the Council “provides 

an auspicious opportunity for introducing democratic institutions into 

China in wartime," The government also declared that 1t was willing to 

hear criticlems the Democratic Federation therefore presented its 

G89 \ uta tor camorsey vo the Sooretary of the Counedl, for Sonslderation, 

wy 

es ey eee esr ease hab 

baad Seeretary gave it to Generalissimo Chiang wis, according to — 

forbade it to be presented, The bill was not only suppressed, but 

the entire chinese press was thnoecensed yindin — es of hail or = hen 
eee ee 

suppression. 

On September 18, 1943, the anniversary of dummnasm the Japanese 

invasion of Manchuria, Dr, Chang Piao-fang, President of the “emocratic 

Federation and former President of Chengtu University, issued a lengthy 

manifesto entitled “China's Need for Democracy", Following an analysis 

of the dangerous internal situation and a defence of international 

democracy as the apoten "fitting modern times", the document challenged 

the Kuomintang dictatorship as a xkkx violation of Sun Yat-sen's Three 

vaerte*e Principles upon which the Kuomintang is presumably based, 
ES ae 



33 

The war has reached its seventh year, the manifesto declared, “yot 

neither the Kuomintang nor the government can reach the people with thep 

propaganda,nor arouse or encourage them in continued resistance," It 

continued: 

f "For the past several years the officers of the governuent mmxmx 
have been openly corrupt. Jimiors have imitated their seniors. Laws 

| and decrees have become scraps of papers » . thé government is hated 
on every hand, the people are harrassed, « « people have no grain, yet 
must pay grain, » . homes that have no men must still 
provide men, « « « Ever since the s e-party dic Was 
established, able men outside the Party are wasted and all political 
parties and $s have been severely repressed, Wo open activities 
are permitted, able men feel this gent 6 justices, A 
specific case is the Communist Party with thousand 
=e in seven or ¢ight provinees, wnder the continual threat of 
another civil wares . « @ 

Me i Our British and American friends feel that China, the so-called 
democratic mmx country, has not really been carrying out democracy, « « 

wr'|\ A® regards China, they na’ will not wish to support and help a 
government which 1s democratic name, but carries out anti-democratic 

| Single-party rule, China is fighting shoulder to shoulder with the 
| United Nations, but unless true democracy is carried out soon, it will 
_ be difficult for us to gain freedom, equality, and independence either 
«during or after the war, . . Shumxxespdscoctidoouinageexkexsakiofiot 

Im middle April, 1944, Dr, Sun Fo, son of Dr, Sum Yat-sen and 

a high government official without power, delivered a frank, hard-hitting 

speech in defence of democracy before the Central Training Tastivate in : 

Chungking. ad there been a realization of democracy during the past 

twenty years since the xmuxgx 1924 reorganization of the Muomintang, ‘he 

", » sthommx democratic spirit of the Kuomintang would now be an 
j=, pany to the rest of the country. Unfortunately we have 
failed to do this, . . The practices of the varty have not been 
entirely consistent with the Party constitution drafted 

af Y Dr, Sun Yat-sen in 1924, , » The suppression of outside eriticiem 

AW” polta 
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of our Party, and the witholding of criticism within the Party by 
our own Party members bespeaks this fact. . . We, the Party, have 
come to regard ourselves as the sovereign power in the state, | 
entitled to the ae grees of a special pesition and te suppresr 
all criticism against us." J 

" Dr. Sun declared that Ruxuxthanxtx the Kuomintang represen’) 99° 

We thea 1% of the people of China, and after sixteen years of thés «i 

tutelage, not one member of a wkax hsten counel] bas } on 
ert a a RTECS Na
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elected te office, Critictem from Amerioa and Great Britain, he 
os 

stated, is not due to “Commmint influence" as officiels state, but 

fe ane to the fear thet "China is taking the rosa to Pasotems" 

"Mere is a great deal of harmful talk by Chinese so narrow in 
vision as to hide behind the Communist and worse, to accuse 
eritics of very over-friendly toward the nese Communists and 

influenced by thems + » » » China mst find her ow democratic 
path, but it ought to run in the same general dirsction as in the 
democratic countries, rather than the courses of Japan, Germany, 
end Italy as--let it be candidly sta’ ~has been the recent tendency." 

One of the moet pronounced instances of Fascist tendencies in 

China was the publication of s government decree on October, 1945, 

Oho" affecting Chinese students who wish to study abrosd, The decree imposes 

gu’ @rastic restrictions on the “condust and thinking" of students who wish 

to go abroad, on provisions would prevent any but rich men, or men 

totally without intellectual integrity, to get a passport, After comply- 

ing with countless provisions, the cendidate for study abrosd mst first 

pase through the Kuomintang training school in Chungking to be 

indoctrinated with orthodox Party ideas, Following this, the candidate 

must pass an mxxx oral examination "in deportment and thinking”. Clause 

14 of the decree reads: 

"Self supporting students abroad must abolutely receive 
directions and control from the Superintendent's “ffice (Supt. of 
Ghinese students abroad) and the Embassy in eonnection with all their 

a ous Comte | 3f cane P+ spenatgy tayo Leap fee 
People's Principles s deods are regular, ter they have 
been verified and reported to the Mintetry, his qualifications to 
study abroad will be promptly eancelled, and he will be compulsorily 
required to return to China, 

When challenged about this decree, Chinese official spokesmen 

defended it on the groups that a similar decree was passed in 1875--when 

the tyramical Hanchus ruled China and sought to prevent Chinese students 

abroad from becoming contaminated with democratic thought. The deeree 

introduces a system of thought control over Chinese such as the Japanese 

Governnent utilized against Japanese studying in foreign countries, In 

fact, many of the more recent practices of the Kuomintang closely
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ganayx parallel Japan's development in the past 
few decades, This 

development became more pronomeed after December 
7, 1942, when the 

Japanese attacked Pearl Rarbor end oveupted most 
of southeastern Asia, 

Powerful Chinese efsisials were greatly inf
luenced by Japanese prowees 

end seem to wish to “emalate 4% in all 
respects, 

For the maxrkx ten years proseding the Ja
prnese invasion, 

activities were 

for example , #am Japanese secret poltse/Ammn ubiquito
us among all 

Japanese institutions of learning end in the stru
ggling trade unions and 

peasent leagues, The same system applies today in Xuomintan
st Chinas 

also transcends all military nesessity, 
but is desiged 

- ly to preven " s, plays, 

| Ristortee, essaye, ond Literary revi
ews ere rigidly sonsorede The word 

VM?) Malan’ ay notte ation tn ee Even the poems of Robert Burns 

4w and the novels of Sinelair Lewis have been ce
nsoreds Censored manuscripts 

are filed for evidence against the author end p
ublisher, Entire univer+ 

sities, from the study body to the profess
ors oné administrators, are 

coerced inte joining the Kuomintang, and if
 the professors an? edministrat- 

aa refuse, they are not given rice allowances
-~which meant starving them 

to dents Students are spied upon through the 
Kuominteng Youth dorpsy 

nonbers of which are paid monthly gums of mo
ney by the Ministry of 

Béucation's secret police, University authorities are requireé to present
 

names of stutents vio showlé Join the Rumttx Youth Com
ps, regardless 

of the student's wishes, ‘Newspaper men going abroad ere required to 

pass through indoctrination courses and eventua
lly become Party members. 

Journalists ividnals seen with foreigners in Chine are watch
ed and 

frequently hauled up for questioning. 

Such ooereion does not effect the Conmnists, who ere 

“Beimeriiy located in north China, They affect the grest mass of 

ae intellectuals in western and sou
thwestern China, The Chinese
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people, however, are the most difficult pOople in the world to j 

regiment, ‘they have a long revolutionary history, and the present 

turmoil is bul a modern menifestetion of their oreative {ndependendes 

abies, even mentioning the word "democracy", the government 

has aroused hopes that cannot be stifled, These hopes find ardeat 

expression in all armies in which polities! training has been introduced, — 

as it was introduced to a large degree in some armies from 1937-59, 

Gr" _ During thet brief period of democratic upheaval, vhon the fate of China — 

Pom in the belance, the people's movement hed considerable influences 

e upon the Chinese Governnent, One expression of this influence was the 

intyoduetion of politics training in gome of the best nationalist 

na training fashioned in fora, though not in content, on that of 

the Lighth Route snd New Fourth Armtos, foldters subjected to such 

(Thiet Paining are not all dead, and some armies stili retain political 

pe _Gtrectors who try to educete the saxitursxtuake troops instead of merely 

trying to ferret out “dengerous thoughts", Such troops learned to 
vead and write, and heard lectures on the history of their country, iy 
EN, 

the history of China's relations to Japen and Rmtetgn other foreign 

countries, and kkmx all three of Dr, Sun Yat-sen's Three People's 

Principles, While democracy was not realized, yet they learned that 

4% was one of chose Principles for which they were called upon to fight 

and die to introduce a now, progressive era into their country, 

Gho military and political treining of the Conmmnist Armies, 

hes been deep and broad, It extended from the fighting companies right 

up to the highest organs, into the hospitals, and Into the peoplets 
Sy eee enced UE NSO 

orgenizations, The thousands of cadres training in the big Military- 
ne 

Political Training Camps of those armios lasted from nine months to a yam 

year, end 211 commanders and political workers had to pass through thems 

The following are some of the political and gensral courses studied there 
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nape! and sad Eeeeens of the National United Fronts 
Hist se Revolution (1839-1944) 
» °f Shinate fleletions with 

story of Chinats Kelations with other powers, 
The Three People's Principles, 
Social Science (Marxism) 
Theories and Practices of Pasolams 
Theories and Practices of Democracy, 
The History of Human Progress. 
fhe Japanese Language, 
Natures) Science, Hygiene, wapoasudd Physiology, Pirste-aid, 
Methods of Mass Organization, 
=e Work emong the Enemy and sano ps ph . 

we and Propaganda Methods of the of 
Suwon) —_ combatting them, 

a bs txfa A floeting conception of the nature of this training 
ar as applied by the political workers right down to the company, is given /
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in an article written by General Chen I, commander of the New Fourth 

Army, in that Army's monthly magazine, Kengdi (Resistance), ‘the arttele 

consisted of a study of the state of learning among the troops. One 

paragraph read; 

"A man who has spent years in this Army will have listened to 
thousands of reports, attended thousands of conferences, read hundreds of booke, and taken part in sens or hundreds of battles. 
if, after this, he has not yet learned to drive forward to help create 
& new world, there is something wrong with him and not with the 
system of training." 

General Chen concluded his article by calling upon the troops 

to preserve and emulate China's ancient respect for learning, and he 

quoted maxins which mxmxkkkex indicate how poor men in the past studied { 

under the most difficult conditions, Some of these read; 

Tie your head to a pillar by your belt te prevent faliing 
asleep while pe 

Put @ pin in the of your jacket while you study, 
Cut a hole in your wall and steal light from a nolghbor, Study by the reflected light of snow, 

Slogans, written on the walls and buildings throughout China, 

are expression of hopes and aspirations of the soldiers and the people, | 

In western China, where proto-Fascist armies are under the direct control 

of the Kuomintang, one of the chief slogans, reminiscent of Nagi 

ideology, read: 

“One party, one principle, one leader," 

In the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies, slogans read: 

Where there is no struggle, there is death, 
Only by lmowledge can youth be atrengthened so reconstruct 

the new world, 
Men should be proud of all things sonstructed by labor and 

intelligence, 
Garry out all the Three Peoplets Principles. 
A more equitable mimrkentikke distribution of war burdens, 
China fights for world democracy, 
Men should be proud of all things constructed by labor and 

intelligence, 5 

In the stretching war-zones of Ghina, ¢heummiser made a practice 

of asking soldiers what they were fighting for. A group of New Fourth 

Army guerrillas once xapkkaix explained what they meant by "a new 



y a - 

Progressive China", after the Papanese were driven from Chinese soil, 

they seid, there would be no rich or poor in China, but all would be 

equal. “Men who eros rice will have rice to eat; men who grow cotton 

ond suekiekscioccmmAOZ ASHI. eh will have clothing to wear and not 

go in ‘rags; there will be work, eensensen, and medical eare for Ll» Cmmtx 

SuxkhaxteazorAomanx tnx snexLinnraxks 

f The armies are the only"edusational institution"that most of 

oo". soldiers of China have ever attended, and the better the education 

pyar etven them by the political directors whose duty it is to educate them, 

ie the better fighters they become, Many nationalist armies Give 1 no 

education at all te the soldiers, and some iuverpeet Dr, Sun Yat-sen"s 

at “we People's Prineiples only as nationalisn-—mkyx war against the 

Japenese, Many merely give the soldiers orders, In such armies, the 

Pelasionship between officers end men rensine feudal, with the right of 
officers to beat soldiers, This accounts in large part for the low 

morale of many of China's armies, But this is not the fault of the 

soldiers, who are avid for learning, No men on earth are more hungry 

for kmowledge, if armies with good political education, there is 

little problem of discipline, and soldiers fight voluntarily and face 

death bravely. Despite efforts of some proto-Fascist officers to 

kommk train their troops to hate the Smmmortsk Wighth Route and New Fourth 

Amilos, the soldiers nevertheless talk snonget thonselves about Sm 
mexiuax the practices of those armies, It is not unusual to hear soldiers 

say that the officers and soldiers tia those guerrilla armies have the 

same clothing, food, and rigs of study. Officers can't beat soldiers 

in Gebee Gumien,’ thay Gay, tnd thete are sehools ant clubs few the 

soldiers,” the only difficulty, they say, is that neither officers or men 

ob pease hemembhen just enough for their pocket expenses xkuxgxax Despite 

this consideration, however, armies stationed for any length of time in 

the neighborhood of the guerrilla armies, es of their men, who 



ee Dutch for the people of the Dutch Kast Indies? 1c 

pone nations rather hope that both China and Japan will become so 

| @xhausted by this war that we will be more easily exploited in the future 
[ than in the past? How else can we Chinese explain the sale of war 7. ] 

| materials to Japan vy smeriea and Britain?" « #4 
@amyz This seme commander and his staff, asked if the writer _ 

thought China ought to adopt the capitalist system, which, they said, — 
had failed even to cave for its own people in the western world, an 
ied to wars of conquest. They even thought the Japanese had bribed 

monubers of the Ameyicen Congress to follow the policies Pepen wana : 

‘of them being the Tefunal tq Sevtsiy: amas They had no doubts that 
Smericans and Englishmen were psid agents of the Japanese, 

Before Saux Decenber 7, 1942, most Chinese had tremendous 
 Fespect for America's presumed unconquerable armed might, When Japan 

(yee | stesele-as they betteved 18 would as some tinen-they beloved that 3 
Jepan would be defeated within a few months, When, after Pearl Harbor, 
and the fall of all southeast Asia, the Chinese wo disillusioned bern 

Snina cut off from outside supplies, many powerful Kuomintang officials 

ané continue the ware | However, many Chinese officials took 

cabtlonal pride LHUue defeat of powerful wite imperielist powers at the 
yy hands of an Asiatic power, _This is perhaps one of the origins of 

the reactionary trend 

eomeerning Chinese students 

Since Pearl Harbor, The recent decree 

as are many other reactionary 

asasures introduced in China mxmmax in the past few years, Powerful 

a Buomintang politicians are emulating Japanese history, 

a
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ef social life, To ei E 

life to capitol \emgand ‘Lead. 
yg re RN 

aston peoples on ame Ra annie 

| “telaters of Ghat amy who Fight and onket wnder immunh inde ; 
hardships. The Japanese perhaps know thie, for they have never yet 

— inabeul, Shey offer nothing but destin to those amigas ® 

nea tn ti ean 
made peace proposals to the guts Route or New sourth Analessziace 

that shelr own people 

regimentatlon, Proof 
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Hitler as a moans 5? 
F| 

of Chinsoe Gommnisn to sare 
agitating in wachingtfiil'and e1sewne: 
right-of-way to *elean up the vcitmuiss it, GO Gonmaunist. 
The support which the United Rattons, the British in pertioular, ere oH 
giving fevsteii TMto's Yugoslav Srmy of Liberation, is like the 
handwriting on the wall, When tol that the introduction of 
Gemocratic form of government would solve these problems and prevent 

@ disastrous clvil war, many of them reply that “demooracy is only 
the outer defence works of Gommmisgm," ~~ 

Chinese, like others, who have a stake in the present order 

of socicty may temporarily distort and hamper the growth of new ideas 
sad social forms, but in the long run they will fail, As Harold Laski, — 
the British political economist, recently wrote of the era in which we 
lives 

We can recognize ite advent (the new social order) and | prepare for it; that event, we might build a civilization richer and moré seoure than any of which we so far have knowledge. Or we may choose to resist its onset; in which case, it will appear to sone future generation that our age hae sought rather to sweep back the tides of the ocean than to Oppose the decrees of ] man, . 

¢ 

‘ i 

Agnes Smedley 

rings, N.Y. 
_—oe, * 
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