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Facing this audience, and considering the title of Mmal

address, The Social Revolution in China, I am reminded of the

old Chinese story which recently appeared in Life magazine.

It was about an old Chinese artist who had spent a lifetime painting
dragons. His house was filled with ‘such paintings. One day, as

he sat painting another dragon, he glanced at his window sill and
saw a palr of huge claws gripping it; right behind the claws arose
the hﬁge head of a dragon that smiled at him in a friendly manner.

Instead of welcoming & creature he had admired all his 1ife, the

painter fled screaming from the Toom, Skttt gene—tee—bulocad,
erlio disgentm—tr it i el 0 R 2 G 0 LG gl odna b ing o
ettt enemn ;
The morale to this tale is: "Be sincere",
When tidied into books, or related from a platform in
Chicago, a social revolution may sound excitin‘z: fascinating, e
femefrdy But what if one came to pay a friendly visit?
It is strange that Americans, whose hiftory is rooted in
“saeinf i, 87 ot “reonli”
revolution, A4l cower Defore the words meshs, Yot Jefferson
i did not cower before elther the American or French revolutions. He ‘. |
sald such fermentations were -a healthy sign, an indication of common ‘
men groping for manhood. His historic words have come down to WS jjume
~ 2 “That "the masses of men are not born
with saddles on thelr backs, and a chosen few,booted and spurred to
ride them legitimately, by the grace of God."
There are so many facets of the Ghines-e social revolution,

so many manifestations of it, that the theme is endless. Let us

take, for example, Dr. Sun Yat-sen's last will and testament.
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The first paragraph of this will read:

"For forty years I have devoted myself to the caute of the
people's revolution|with but one end in view,|the elevation of
China to a position'of freedom and equality among the nations.)
My experience during these forty years has firmly convinced me
that\to akkemaxk attain this goal,| we must bring about a thorough
awakening of our people|and ally ourselves in a common struggle
with those peoples of the worldfwho treat us on the basis of
equality."”

s b
will then goes on to call on (fhina to continue the
’\ without delay |
revolution until it is completed;| to raalize,(his three principles

of national liberation, democracy, and improvement in the living of

the people,| and to put into effect his plans for national reconstruc-

tion. P
E.Sab
Behind words eiesiese=g23®® hover a half century
frm
of bitter and heart-breaking struggle. ’ that*-i-ﬁ.

sty lay decades of other struggles against foreign attempts to

snkjasEyfivimaxamdxskxkimaxyx dismember and subject Ghina.\Neibher
the Taiping Rebellion in the middle of the 19th Century,|nor the

Boxer Uprising of lQOO,kmxhunnnnﬁ.x nor the many local

e .

uprisings which were crus:%d las these twyo great events wereﬁith_the
A9 Ao lud masy -

help of foreign arms,’can be dismiss®d, They were Integral parts of

China's struggle against subjection from within or without.| IfSpent-

months writing down the life story of General Chu Teh, commander-in-
chief of the Chinese Red Army, which is now known as the 18th Booup ,a
Army, He told me tales of his childhood in far Szechuen province./
Wandering tailors and mat-weaversl\used 1!0 come to the poor farm of |
his family and work for & week or two each year,’the_n move on to

other families.| As these artisans worked, they told tales of the
Taipingfm never appear%n history books,, yet

o .
whichAhave been mx current among the common

people for nearly a hundred years, lAccording to these s storles,
the Taipings fought for the poor against the rich; th confiscated
and divided the land amongst the peasants;‘hfought for principles
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of human brotherhood in so far as these were conceived in those days.
Dr. Sun Yat-sen himself was influenced to some extent by the Talpings,
though he was mich more deeply influenced by the political ideas of Americgn
and British democracy. Branded as a traltor, he lived years of his 1ife in
exlle. The 1211 Revolution which herled, and the Republic which he and his
followers founded, had to struggle for years against Internal reaction
and foreign imperialist influence.

Many people still ask who‘. China remained c-oeroimt ettt

-oo*ont&ﬂﬂani&q&backﬁard, whereas Japan emerged as a great power which today

challenges the world. I believe this due to China's great size and its
and potential wealth,

Exsairweriiixamg natural resourceq‘ far in excess of anything the small

Japenese islands had to offer to rising foreign imperialism of the time.

China was like a gigeantic barn filled with little mice, and the ilmperialist

powers like -a dozen eager tom-cats. ThE;t;iEE fmxxxmnikrhxigd War of 1839

ended in the Treaty of Nanking of 1842 which xx¥mmk harnessed China to :

the imperialist cart. From that time, down to the present year, when

we abolished the old unequal treates and made new ones,!iii-iili-; China

was a semi-colonial country, with its customs, salt; xnﬂxnkhlxxnzkxx!i

reilways and other W& in the hands of foreigners, who M

them for thelr own profit and prevented the modernization of the country.

The indemmities imposed upon China following Fhe Boxer Upriﬁing, and the

meny forced loans, and the support of war-lords by varigus foreign powers,

further yoked China to the imperialist cart. Chinese industries could

not develop or compete agalnst foreign indastries, and those that did

grow up were little more than auxiliaries of forelgn banks , ettty

Statistics compiled by Chinese research scholars in the past two decades

have shown that 75% of the m=xmmkis¥ manufactured produéts on sale even

in the most remote inland villages of China, were of foreign manuf acture.

It was only the jealousy of the great powers of one another

that saved China from dismemberment and subjection. In 1932, a Japanese



revolutlonary, .
‘hewspaper man, a/xkRexaxx said this to me:

"The whiterimperiglist powers wish China to remain in a semi-
colonial position. Japanese imperialism wishes to'reduce it to the status
of a full Japanese colony.," .

Because [Chinera industrial 1life remained weak and dependent upon
foreign money, [the Chinese middle classes who might have developed and
fought through to the completion of the democratiec revolution, also remained
weak and dependent /China s seml-colonial position, thereforo, was the
reason that the Chinese Republic, mstelssmeims floundered for years,
tnxthlxnn1xxxxzixﬂhtullizpnll-i'u and at times was all but destroyed.,

The foreign powers felt themselves Justified, at any time, to interveme

in Chinese life, often with gun-boats. The first thing that impressed
it e

g
mé upon going to China was the eternal talk of the/seemsRexin foreign
lives and property,xaxkxafxmikeRxseznagxkoxnaxsxerady Never once did I

hear foreigners speak of the sanctity of Chinese lives or préperty.
Chinese simply didn't count. They were "natives"., When I expressed
horror at EHINREMXPAREREYXX the poverty of the Chinese people, Toreigners
challenged me by saying:

"iell, they seem to 1like it; what are you crabbing about?"
: And woe to the Chinasa who showed that he didn!t like it, u@until
‘:w&e heard tales of "riots" and "anarchy" and of the %
peace and order, VWhat I saw was the peace and order of a cemeba?y.

For decades, the mdxxmmdmwmex modern educatqd classgLAQrew
revolutionary strength from their own history, and from the principles
of the American Revolution. A few missionaries were a modernizing
Influence in so far as they mixmmxkmdxmmdsxmxmsdx advocated social reform .
such as the Rxmmdmmxmx equality of women, the unbinding of feet and other

soclal evils. They did pioneer work in introducing modern medicine

into China. Beyond this, I question their usefulness or desirability,
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word "heathen"ximx8mikmsx on the lips of a missionary always sounded‘like
a-curse to me. I was often intrigued Ryxx to see the huge images of demons
which guarded the entrances of some Chinese Taolst temples. m
Smmmwee Jhe Chinese had given them blue eyes,
In regard to China and all Asia, and perhaps to the world, ik
Sempasm the Russian Revolution of 1917 desessesspemsssie—itzst opened & new era
dispossessed
in world history. This revolution brought the/?vorking class to power, to
take the place of the owning classes. It proclaimed the emancipation of
the dispossessed and the right of subject peoples to equality and
independence. It practiced what it preached, and one of its first acts.;.. da..‘
was to make new egual treaties,w surrender extra-territorial
rights,and give up xkxx Fussian territorial concessions.imxSrkwxgxxifkke
These acts were a challenge to imperialism, and many white writers referred
Sevieh Uniom : :
tc?‘hﬁ as "the enemy within the wkikm gatés of the white world, "The old
cry bf the yellow peril was raised again, though no mention was made of
the white disaster that had condermmed a billion people§ of Asla to peverty
and servitude. |
The principles of the Russian Revolution percolated through
China, xmEImgxxkXikexyaaxk fermenting and bubbling over in countless bloody
incidents. Dr., Sgn Yat-sen sen't men to Moscow to study and invited
Russian military and political advisers to % Trousands of Chinese
students and workers made their way to Moscow to study the theories and
technique of revolutionary struggle. They returned to China, some of them
to found the infant Chinese Commnist Party. It was the Chinese Communists
who organized k¥km and led the first trade unions and, later, the peasant
leagues, From its véry inception, therefore, the Chinese mass movement was
not inerely an economic movement for higher wages and shorter hours, but
it was political, It aimed first at the liberation of China from foreign
domination, In 1924, Dr. Sun Yat-sen reorganized the nationalist party,

the Kuomintang, to include the Communists. Workers and peasants became

Conimeon
Kuomintang members. The Chinese&people, dsemaslese—wenday Degan to emerge



AN

-as a conscious, orgsa-irsg

became -;1:;1_:7\1:’:}:; « ty of the educated middle classes, weak and

# For the first time, the Kuomintang

_—

ut a mass party of tremendous potentialitiles.

But Dr. Sun Yat-sen died in 1925. Many men within the Kuomintang,

Sii———] 2w the wrlting on the wall./ﬁiojmh what
wtincad b v

-
principles and tactics, should lead China toﬂ'Liberation? There were
serious breaches within hzranks, %ut they were patched up temporarily,

Fowe 1425-27,

ﬂhtha new national revolutionary army, given irresistable force by
the mass movement, swept all before it in south China, The trade unions
and the student unions of Shanghal arose to wel:%‘r‘n;‘ﬁtmimic
general strikes, anc the workers had found some arms, But Shanghal was
the Far Eastern stronghold of imperialism, and also the center of Chinese
nascent industrye Once again it seemed that the foreign powers would
intervene 3n Chinald Gweh T neaslibimary ufukge .
Chinese industrialists did not object if workers in foreign
- fachriesm demanded higher wages,zmix shorter hours, and

civil rights. But when they demanded the same from Chinese factory mm
owners that was & horse of another CoLoT., riwetlitiifmitrioa—r-oe

.

o Uhvnn urtnt
The irf@rior g:\ﬁlso in ferment, fmsesmg Peasant Léagues had

national
been organized in support of the/revolutionary army, and the peasants

demanded that the landlords carry out reforms advocated by Dr. Sun Yat-sen:
thet is, that rent be reduced by 25%.

A combination of all these factors, with many more in which
Chinese and foreigners alike were involved, led to the splilt in the

: : ‘q««» w i92]..

Kuomint ang , seeessimmiswmed §1 ¢ terror to purge China of ConmnmistsrAnd
almost anyone of mmGmxmxidEmsxwax revolutionary ldeas, R b B e
SrmmpTY—— was branded a Communist and hunted down and killed, .

I arrived in China on New Years day, 1929, when this had been

going on for a year and a half. The country seethed with turmoll.
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The conservative elements of the Kuomintang had founded a new Chinese
G&)'vernment in Nanking, which had been almost imm?dj.ately recognized by
the great powers--all except Russia. &&Gove ent had =gxik broken
of f relations with the Soviet Government and driven the Russian advlsers
out. Madame Sun Yat-sen, widow $f Dr, Sun, with many other middle-class
intellectuals of leftist or democratie %0100k, hed Zmnarkrx £1ed o
Europe. The new Chinese Zuvernment was trying to industraalize the cou_ntr'y
on cant+-i18t lines. German‘'military advisers had been called in to
train and arm the mEmx Kuominteng armies, =m@ Americans were financial
advisers, and an Englishman was edviser to the Ministry of Forelign Affairs.

at v a! T i
But/mk&lh every step thé new Chinese Governm nt}hwas hampered by the unequal

treaties, and ottty (orclgn influence saw to 1t that
these treaties remained MM-

One of the first things I heard in those days was of the rising
Shinese Red Army, in south China, When the terror against the %ﬂ-
Wegun in 1927, some of the Kuomintang armies had revolted
and fought, and ERXRRXEBX planned to make Canton in the south the basis
of a new revolutlonary government. They were defeated in a series of
battles, and the refﬁ?nants,under General Chu Tehj<an army commander and

a Communisty"had assembled in Kiangsi Province. Mao Tse-tung, a peasant

leader, had led thousands of peasants and troops to joiln this new MM 7’

M&u&nﬂl—yﬁc‘o—% .
became kmown as the Chinese Red Army of Workers

1
and reasants., It captured its arms from the Kuomintang armies sent to
: g E '

suppress 1it.

e e A O A N S

LY

e Rd.hrow!
Peasants arose in revolt and streamed to ‘,‘ as d d miners, factory workers
. aud
and poor intellectuals. This growing army great areas, emis

mrintroducﬂlj countless reforms: they confiscaded and divided the
land esmongst the peasants, established networks of schools, hospitals,
small industries, and many arsenals. Universal suffrage was introduced,

awe-The people elected thelr own representatives to what they called
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Soviets, which is only the Russian word for Council. The mmim two

main lines of thought of this new revolutzonar' were: anti-imperialism,
o+,

end the agrarisn revolution. <Beey did fiot introduce Communism, )\t oy

A
belleved that they were completing the Chinese democratic revolution which

n had oo

the middle classes, 11\ksd with foreign interestm” too weak to carry
through.

0of course, the swamp of poverty of the Chinese people was

sufficient cause, in itself, to have given birth to another peasant

revolution,
s Yot 4 paek eaitunice
{1Ris new revolution differed from in its goal and ds bBactics.

A
It envisaged, in some distant future, a new soclety with the means of

life owned. and managed by the mommmmx people instead of by a smmxix

small mclass. Within the ranks of the Red Arﬁaﬁ?f‘olibical Departments

were formed to educate and inform the soldiers and imbue fhem with a

zom=xx conviction that they were instrumants of h‘istory,frrﬁ-gﬁ a new

soclety to birth, The same kind of educational A L T N

the people.

I have always considered the social revolution, as represented

* by the Chinese Red Army and the Chinese Communist Party that led 1%,

as the triumph of the hu..man mind over all material difficulties, Had it

been a bandit army, as its enemies charged, it would have been crushed,

The people alone would have cruslbd it,and every man's han.d would have been

turned against it. As it was, only the handf of the m&:g classes
of China, and of foreigners,% turned against it, Secemium—tomreia it

- s b
—T TSI TS AN, | often thought of Jefferson
in those days, and of Hamilton who referred to our asa common people as

"that great beast, the People."And I recalled that Jefferson had been
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T
called a "filthy democrat™, an atheist, a panderer to the mob, ===
2 ) T

Americans in China to remember our ommﬁmhﬂm but they

seemed to think that our Revolutiont&@ fought by men dressed in

S

striped pants and silk hats. ) They 5pokew$(horror of the violence of
had wewsy fLten Atad

ae <
the Red Army, a But who was it, after all, that started the vidlence?

It is to the eternal credit of the Chinese masses that they did not lie

down and take a beating,

P e e J.nstead, they argse and fought, often with

Ao td Thike Thak
their bare hands, for their future as men. ,\lvery chinase/ e e
Sisess should be proud of theilr -.common%o amse. dared arise from

a e ol
ignorance and destitution

gy M"-‘r-uf “rm #

Rul- 47 Kod Army wes defeated in a serles of battles,in ‘fg‘gé.
The strategy that defeated them was drawn up DY e General von Seeckt,
one of the many German military advisers connected with the Chinese
Government. If you want to lmow what kind of men Athe Chinese
Red Army, look at thishweek's copy of wznd see the pleture of General
von Seeckt. Nothing I can say can mmstell %e | e ——
L e s ————

After defeat, &hex 100,000 men of the Chinese Red Army

started on their epic "Long March" across from 8,000 to 12,000 miles
of Chinese territory. There has never been such tenacity and courage
in history except, perhaps that of the Russian Red Army today--an(;rb s ‘
is equipped with all the weapons & war, whereas the Chinese maxmx had only
what they could carry on thelr own backs. After nearly two years,
whet remained of the Red Army emerged in China's far northwestern
provinc'es. Wore than half of their men had died of hunger and cold,

Other Red Armies from other regions joined them in the northwest.
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The wagr against them began again, with all the foreign powers
ix crying "wolf", until the Slan incident in December , 1936, brought
it to a close and in the months that followed the national united front
was again formed to meet the one real menace of Japanese invasion.

What is this bundle of flesh and bones we call man? What
is the power of the humen spirit? That I glimpsed, dimply, when I
met the Chinese Red Army for the first time, in 1937. They were
the veterans of kxmmxEix ten years of civil war and of the Long March.
I had expected to see dejected, desperate, half-dead men. Instead, I
found young, laughing faces with gleaming eyes--and a boundless conviction
that they werec the advance guard of history. Smmxm@xkmsxfiwxixams They
cerried books and pamphlets with them, they published their own newspapers
and posters, they sang eternally, and the first question & group of them
asked me was;

"What's the latest news from sSpaing"

They all knew that Hitler and his hordes had come to power,
that Abyssinia had been occupied and Spain attacked by the Fagcist
powers, They were convineced that Emksxwasxxxkhexiz these events, with
the Japanese invasion of Manchuria in 1931, was the prelude to a second
world war in which America and all the other powers would be drawn.

This line of thought, with 1ts innumerable connotations and
expressions, was the frults of the Political training carried out in that
Army. :

Tn order to consolidate the national united front against
Japan, the Communist armies gave up their poliey of confiscating and
dividing land, gave up their Soviet institutions and accepted democracy
axxEExgaxkxafxEhake as their immedlate goal., They chansed their name
to‘the Eighth Route Army, and another of their branches ﬁecumo lmown as
the New Fourth Army which soon began to fight along the lower ‘reache®

of the Yangtze.
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The 8th Route Army, now called the 18th Group of Armies, placed
'1£self under the supreme commend of the National Defence Council of the
Chinqse éovarnmant, but refused to liquidate its political department or
allow eany but their own men to direct this department. The sjstem of
‘political education carried on in the army was called the Army's "life
line", In other words, the Army considered that an Army was as strong
as 1ts thought.

The 8th Route Army was ordered to penetrate to the rear of the
Japanese Army in north China., It did so. I went with it. It was the
only army in China able to meet the powerful Japanese Army and defeat
it, and liberate vast areas which up to then had fallen into Japanese
hands, It was an army ezperiencéd in guerrilla warfare. For the ten years
of the civil war, it had k=zsmm perfected a technique of meeting an enemy
ten times its strength in men and arms, To this technique it wedded
its political 1gdoctrinstion system of intellectual and spiritual
conviction.‘ Springins from the masses, it had also perfected a technigue
of mass organization, training, snd education, which enabled it to
mobilize, train and lead millions of the common people in north and
northwest China. They formed Anti-Japanese assoclations of peasants,
merchants, youth, women, and children, and drew every person lnto the war
of resdstance, It established great Training Camps in liberated areas,
through which tens of thousands of men and women have since studied,
It is a vast, all-permeating system, and its chief weakness is its
lack of memmxx military supplies. After the, Chinese Industrial Cooperatives
xErEXx began to be organized in 1938, in Hankow, it seized upon this technique
and covered the liberated areas with industrlal cooperatives to manufacture

essential supplies for the Army and the people.
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Our press often reports on internal conflicts in China, and
official Chinese charge that the Communists have again introduced Soviets
within the térritory they control. Since I spent many months with the

Communist armies, this is what I saw:

When the Yapanese occupied north China, they defeated and drove

out the regular armies;
any wedlthy people, and officials, retreated with them.

The Commnist armles came in, koo esions . 1 i0erated Ai I
territory and destroyed the puppet governments established by the
Japanese. Mass organizations were formed. Educatlonal campalgns

- carnied oul ;
mErex in democratic electlons were“ after which

all men and women over 18 were called upon to vote for new officials to
take the place of the old. A few old officials had indeed remained behind,
end some of them also ran for mkm re-election., Other candidates were

put up by the mass organizations. Some of the old officlals, and.m‘any

new ones were elected, among them a number of women. The w

had records of public service, incorruptibility, and unwavering courage

in the war, The Government disapproved o'f THE 56 emmmm—

g olected Dodles, remmm Soviets, clmsemspgmm,

W'ﬁe Chinese Government holds that

democracy cannot be introduced into China during the war and that a
Constituent Assembly and a Constitution can be realized only a year after

the war comes to an end. S s i ———— sarmani

i PSSP B ropinadmaadaagsl DUt then perhaps
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T:lso still say of giraffs: "There ain't no such animal." [ =
Mo

Ld

i P
But all this aside.

After Nenking, the capitol, fell to the Japanese in late
1937, the influence of the Communists and of the democratic elements in
China was very powerful in the councils of the Chinese Government. BREMARAXELK -
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek had become convinced that the war would be
, long and bitter,m and the soldiers would have to make up in
intellectual and spirituel conviction for what they lacked 10—
military equipment. Political Ugpartments were formed in kkmx most of

the mmkismakkxxkx regular armies and men trained to direct them. The

political followed _
system of /Eraining in the nationalist armies formmixxxfmxxed the form of
rm————-
trEExmfxhwx the Communist armles, the content, disemsdstenendr 1n

some backward provincial armies the political departments did not exist
at all but were only a paper plan,

Simultaneously with this development, Generalissimo Chiang
esteblished a training center in which officers from the regular armies were
tadght guerrilla and mobile warfare, Some of the teachers were from: the
18th Group of P;rmies.

The fall of Nanking led to further great developments

e e SR %?&rt of the
social revolution. Chief of these was the formation of Chinese Industrial
Cooperatives. As the coastal reglons fell to the enemy, people carried out
whet machinery they could to the far west, and when Hankow fell in @ 1ate“
1038, the same proceedure was followed. Today there are 2,000 B
Industrial 'ﬁooperatives, owned and man'aged by the men who work in them. They
menufacture US§l,550,000 worth of essential goods each month, end support

about one million people, most of them refugees or
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 « number of highly-tralned medical men from the Natlonal Health

Administration and the Army Medical Service, had to depend e

ro-retaes
—semsimpesday- o1, 210 from'\Chinese,

hesiiniiodmjiaboo—endedonaiio, \ Only one American organization helped Hiw .

th was the American Bureau for
Medical Ald to China, whose organizer was a Chinese professor of medicine.
He was alded by many men of the Rockefeller Foundation.

The development of medical M the sick and
wounded of the armies, and for the masses of civilians, as conducted by
the Chinese themslevesz, is one of the greatf\%‘iy of th'm age, It 1Is
a story too long to relate here. suffice to say that today the foundations
of socialized medicine have been laid in China, with clinics caring
for people without charge. There ar::rfme great medical military .
tré.ia_ﬁ.ng schools located mear the various fronts, in which thousands of
medical Mm from the various armiles
have been retrained. Out of such effortsfg?'ﬁ the so-called "Frilends
of the Wounded Society", the first civiliean organization even to exist
in China to act as auxiliaries in the care of the sick smd. wounded.,

The whole attitude of Ghina““-&‘:‘:éhanged toward the soldieru-%enandous
transformation vihi'ch is not yet complete by any means; but the change
5

is a facet in social revolution.

e zagudle) Egord & S0 2 ~a'demar oI prpew- ot

E . . = ] =4 3
—
/\(}Q}Yb armed uprisin;;s,mmmmgorder, and 646 shedding of
. - *
blood. age things may accompany a soclal »e¥Ol tion, but this 3is
because the old ordgr which mmkkmsxerX Dattengon injustleg resorts to

violence to protect its I sotten geins, It is doubtful ifNGhe poor
g

and dispossassegﬂ,av‘é'xf.start violentCe As a rule the poor and dispbsgessed

myﬂsd; while the old order is armed--hd¥adpg power as it does.
3 s no light thing for unarmed poor mén to resort to viddence. but
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ke My main work was with the Chinese armies, and my greatest
interest, the revolutlonary changes taking place in the minds of the
soldieﬂ. In our country, it is the civilian population that geﬁerates
new progressive ideas in the midst of war. In China, the armies ame one
of the great seed-beds of new thought about the future, . I found
the armies at the front much more pregressive than the officlals in the rear,
fhen you stand forever under the shadow of death--and often almost certain
death--men think long thoughts. What is 1t all TorT ' Are tr'-fighting
for something better than !rr’.had in the past? Remember, China has

no past worth returning to, &dg the history of the past century shows.

If poor men are asked to fight and give thelr lives, as have five million
Chinese soldiers, they want to know what for. Since they are an
intelligent people, and since political training, at least to some extent,

has brought them much new knowledge, khmay what the Chinese soldier thinks

is all important.
Most of these men know about the democratlic system that prevails
in the Communist Armies, News travels by other means that radlo and
telegraph, or even Dy newspapers, ame=ssswwer; And the Chinese people have

a long revolutionary tradition. Not only the soldiers, but meny of the

of ficers from divisional commander down, A& not only nationalist, but
militantly democratic in outlook. : ; ‘

I once asked General Li Chung-jen, comander-in[chief of the

Fifth War Zone,What he considered China's gains in the war. . He replied;

e have traded space for time. By surrendering space we

o cbi?; A - 11; g (’ “'Zq o %% ;ZT Loy PIEENESS

Ll_——-— N P ; ) " 8 M /_. )_,_r C Ug../ v
e PR o i AN i A 15:;2;:;5:: r 5;~3 L o &;aq‘..
W X e % ’,wa ._éu‘ b A,w,““ v ‘;f“‘"?

T P o )‘Wam"ﬂur”t?ﬁﬂﬁ

— |, Rt wibdiis oS ket



dof.
have gained time in which to develop guerrilla and mobile warfare
~end wage a war of attrition. We've reformed our administrative
and educational institutions, built new industries; and though we have
lost territory, still our national consciousness has increased with
each step of Japanese advance,"

Repeatedly commanders stated that the greatest paing in the
war for China was the development of national consciousness. Before the
war, millions of people living in small interior villages, hardly knew
what China was, let alone Japan or other parts of the world. Mixkxim

4
Tens of millions
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have had to tramp the face of China, learning what their country is,

M SoldieI'S, drawn
from these villag®s to fight, have moved over the entire face of tle

country, hiabsingeisp—entoné. Therever Political Departments in the
armies did their duty, wherever "Student Armies" and "Front Service
YTV v
Corps" did their,duty, the soldiers learned not only about the history

of theirF%ﬁuntry and of the causes of the war, but they learned about

all the countries of the world,-some friends of China, some enemies,

el o L ol Gt ariieerr——tror—+Pey They learned patriotic songs
and saw patriotic plays by the thousands, héard lectures and participated
in discussions; and these new ideas they imparted to ecivilian everywhere
in whose homes they lived--if there were any homes left. For the Chinese
soldiers possess no eweeebalese—is tents at all, but 1life in the homes
of the people. So the armies have been a mighty force in awakening the

people,
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usage, Army Medical Services are also neutral institutions. '

When the present war began in China, the Army Medical Service was
not prepared or able to meet such a situation as this, Few or no qualified
doctors or nurses were in its ranks end it was only the Chinese Red Cross

units in Peiping, and later in Shanghai and Nanking, that enabled adequate
care to be given to some of the Army wounded., But, reluctantly and sadly
we must gdmit that the care of the wounded when this war began, and down
to the present time in mes t places in China, recalls conditions of the
British wounded in the Crimean War and the American wounded in the American
Civil War, This ix=xxx does not mean that there is any perfidy in Chinese
charescter; it means that China is in the same historical period as was
England and America in the past,
There is a skeleton of a medical gervice in all the reguler
Chinese armies, sand in some of the best organized the service is better
than in others. There is one guerrilla Army along the lower Yangtze
that has the best medlcal service of any armed force in China, of vhntﬂro::i

4

nature. It does not have enough personnel or supplies, but it has some
excellent qualified doetors end nurses, However, that 1s t he only gumewiii:
guerrilla force that has a medical service, Other local guerrilla mmmissmyx
detachments and self-defence corps have none at all,This is understandable
when we consider that the guerrilla detachments and self-defence corps
sprang from the eivilien population in the regions where I have been.

In peace times, the civilians had little or no medical care; in wartime,

at all,

[
U .
soweveng Kte general condition ot% wmd.i}(lf—:'rible. In
there are no beds; the wounded lie in mud peasant huts on

most
packed earth floor, often with straw under them banked in by mud bricks.
In most there are no covers for the sick and ioundnd. I found wounded
and seriously sick men lying uncovered in every regilons where I have been,

P 4 <
P,



15 . »

B R _
L \ :
“Phere are no hospitel garments in use at all. Wo qualified doctors or
nurses, and no conception at all of what & nursing system is., There are
{ splints at all, the wounded being carried on stretchers or maEwim
ox=cart cdravens for two or three weeks before they reach a field or base
hospital--and even in them I found no splints. Arm and leg fractures

are merely bandaged, and during the transport to the rear, many of them

die from pain or from internsl bleeding. I found three or four XREFEEMREEX.
thermometers in #y journey, and sometimes a group of thirty dressers would
have four or five pairs of forceps among them--and did not know how or
understand the reason for their use, There was sometimes soume medical
supplies, but inadequate, and generally none of the most oauhti.al; and,
except on the Central Hupeh front, no pain-killing drugs, and even then
only with two of the regulear mimmyx ermies. And these were few indeeds
Sometimes there was only the local, non=absorbent cotton, little geuze,

and when there was gausze it was cut up into -u.wm.anu,..
which were put on even big wounds. The cotton mﬁ;uﬁﬂim
sterilized-~the medical personnel do not know the meaning or need of
sterilization, snd even if they did, still they have no meens of
sterilization. So even light wounds soon become serious wounds from
inféction, resulting in a heavy loss of life, Infectious diseases were

not sepgrated from non=infectious, but lay side by side, under the same
bits of thin cotton grey blankets--if there were any--side by side with

the wounded.

While on the North Hupeh front with one of the national armies

in the winter offensive, we had 2,600 wounded over a period of three

weeks, I followed the wounded, going from dressing station to dressing
station, from the battlefield to the first field hospital two weeks

in the rear, Of the 2,600 wounded, 1,000 had reached the rear. The

others had died enroute. Along that route I saw long lines of ox-certs
jolting along, carrying gray-faced wounded. The last wagons were filled
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Pl 'In the entire regilon where I have been I found no medical
jour“mls, no 'medimal reference or text-books, except in the one guerrilla
.m‘(lqns t.he lower Yangtze which I have mentioned. I found that, apart
from kyt aray, there was no medical workers qualified to diggnose sick
cases. Sex could recognize simple malaria, tuberculosls, sysk dysentery
or, porhqu‘ pneumonia. They could recognize scabies, of course, but classed
this skin disease as a blood disease that could be treated with salvarsan,

The hospitals I have seen are terrible places., On the

earthen floor, in dark, insanitary huts, 1ie long rows of sick and wounded
men, like sardines in a eems The place is filled with the moaning of
men who camnot control their suffering. Haggard men stagger up now and
shen to meke their way to a big wurinal bucket, and no one helps them even
reach it, In other dark little rooms I found men, long since dead, lying
slide by side with the living., Repeatedly I bent over living men who
xhix whispered up to me: "Help me! Help mel" My heart turned
to ice and my blood seemed to congeal, I am not a doctor mm# or nurse
and I could not help these men,I shall carry their faces with me to my
grave,

Semet-mes I -eould help-wourtsd men--until my own first—eid
suppiies-ran-out: The wounded are theew graseful, gs are children, for
every little thing done for them, They have never had anything from life,

‘&” and they expect little now., Their gratitude, their kindness, touched

% .every string in my heart. I fzxwr found wounded men who expected death
only in this war. Onee I found a 19=~year-old peasant boy who was dying. He
agked me If he would die and I replied: "No, you are a brame, young, strong
lad, and heroic." He answered: "You say that because you think I am afraid
to die. But when I entered this Army I knew I would be killed. I am not
afraid because I have fought for my country," | :

At another time I saw a machine-gunner brought in with a wound in the

heed. To me he satd: "It 4s such a 1ibtle thing--1t is for my oonw
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: _ A new, good idea, in China, acts like a weapon.

So the greatest
struggle going on in the country is for the control of thought. The

soldiers are of prime importance because they have guns in their hands.

This is the reason the Government now demands that the Communist sl
digsolve Abmmmemesssisse o0 enter the nationallst armies. Mm
hedesths : :
will the 500,000 Communist soldiers, or many of
the soldiers in other armies, be willing-to lay down their guns and return

to their old pre-war status under the landlords, or to the factories in

which trade unions are forbidden, orany shadows led by officials?

The political training system in the Communist Armies is & thorn

!,/ in the side of the Government.
7

Despite charges to the contrary, those
armies fight. The Japanese see to thet.

I once read an article by C ander Chen I, now commander-in-chief

of the Comrmunist New Fourth A The article appeared in
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. ,the Army's monthly megazine, Resistance, and was an analysis of
the state of learning, of knowledge, among the troops. It was a critical
yet optimistic report. One paragraph read:
Men who have spent years in this Army will have listened
to thousands of reports, attended thousands of conferences, read
hundreds of books, and taken part in tens of hundreds of battles.
If, after that, he has not yet learned to drive forward to create
a new world, there is something wrong with him, not with the system
of training.

Commander Chen called upon the soldiers to preserve and emulate
what he cal.ed "China's ancient spirit of learning”. He guoted maxims
“which are like termites in the Chinese language, indicating the methods
by which poor men must study under difficulties, Some of these maxims

were:
Tie your head to a pillar by your belt to prevent falling
asleep while you study.
Put & pin in the back of your jacket.
Cut a hole in your wall and steal light from a neighbor.
Study by the reflected light of snow. 3
I was once with a detachment of Commander Chen's army not far

8 aud mdﬁg
from the Japanese-occupied capital of Nanking) _Awatc ed a review

of a detachment of about 1,000 men. Xishimgximxkmowxjmxkxkow ‘his
detachment had once m‘entirely of =XWxied Army sheberm i“"‘"‘i‘ﬁu
from the civil war days, eedess=tSs=mmss Wishing to know how many such
:mgmvere left, Commander Chen asked for a raising of hands. geemsdise= {
g 45 hands went upe. All the others had been killed in action.-‘-ﬁﬁ-.

ittty The others were new volunteers from the %
] -

I an a number ofw-ﬁ

to Te=xwr sec what theywp had learned

since joining the Army. One young soldier of wimsss 20 was typlcal.

He was a poor peasant who, before he joined up, had been

able to read his own name and about a dozen other words. Within She
two years he had learned to read the Ar'my"weekly newspaper, but not £
advanced s monthly magazine. He could write for his batallion's

wall newspaper. He Athe essentials 'of Chinese and world geography
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put rmkx did not know how to use maps. The detachment had no maps,
He didn't know the world was round, and smiled at me and asked:

"What of it?"

It didn't seem to matter if the earth were flat.

This boy had fought in twelty large battles and in innumerable
smaller skirmished, had been wounded twice and had had malaria once,
He didn't know what caused malaria but thought Florence Nightingale
or Pasteur had something @o do with it.He had heard fbout these two wﬂ_
foreigners because the Army celebrated Florence Nightingale's anniversary
once a year as a means of sclentific education generally. The doctors
and nurses had composed a song for the occasion which ran

Preserve the spirit of Nightingale
And the achievements of Louis Pasteur. .

This soldier knew nothing of the laws of science,“m-mim—
ahabdiud-boemdadisii TGt S e o
change to study in the big Training Camp of the Army where natural
sclence was one of the subjects taught. A man couldn't learn everything
within two years, he explained,

But when it came to political knowledge, the ladhl_ha lot.
He knew which were the Fascist countries, smamimsx and what made them
Fascist. Pascist countries he explained, had theories of racial
superiority’ ihag—bhogeﬂo:‘%ivocated war and the conquest of weaker and
smaller countries. In%untries, he explained, great landlords and
industrialists owned the means of 1liffe upon which the people depended.
Such nations were enemies of China, ‘eessesis. Discussing the Soviet TUnilon,
he said Lwas the only socialist country. ZXhexmpeopksxswnad There
were no landlords and great industrialists who owned the means of 1life,
.he said, but these were owned and managed by the people; so the Soviet
Union believed in peace and in the freedom and equality of all races.
This was quite proper, the lad declared.

Somewhat anxiously, I asked about the
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- democracies, He named them djjssme and said they were friends of China--

in a wayy-though they still supplied Japan with war materials, Great -
el

landlords =n¢ industrailists also existed in those countries and oewnsd the

means of 1life upon which the people depended, he said, =nd Some _oi them

believed in racial superiority. Bmikximxemzrxzerwerizsyzhmxsatdxxihe
mkusiic&hxi T A X N T SR IR e S 3 Y S WA R A YA YN -k_mt

marxsxafxzonEmeskx I asked the %hat the difference mh ot ﬂB‘Elthe

Fascist countries and the democPaciesym=t Mo smiled as he replied:

———— e

Wni-so wery much; a matter of degree; you'd better look out."
BN R aal < domocracy ior we, -ut 1T 222 his 9111(17- i

groups had not yet got around to that. Mao Tze-tung, the general secretary
and theoritician

/{of the Chinese Communist Party had published a number of mklw® important

books, one of them entitled “Thp Hew Democracy", and this boy had not yet
skmit¥miyx studied it. IE was widely read and wa:}:.otoxt-book
in the big Training Camps of the 18th Group end lew Fourth Armies, This
book interpreted democracy as both political and economic democracy, xk
combining political democracy--the Bill of Rights, etc.--with the Cwuecliiaf
socialization of anememds-eeeese-slmiiio=—]anc, industries, natursal
resources, etc. i

In snother guerrilla region of China, I asked a group of
guerrillas resting by the wayside what they meant by saying they were
fighting for a“nsw progressive Ghina? They replled that, after the Japanese
were driven out, there would be no rich and poor, but all would be equal.
lien who grew rice would have rice to eat, men who cultivated cotton and
wove cloth would have clothing to wear; there would be work for all and
no one would have to beg; and all people could get an education.

concrete
This is the Chinese soldier's/interpretation of & the Four

Freedoms.

/”ﬁ_/ As I said,/& are revolutionary weapons in China.




il | think all China considers s political consciousness
its life-line. The big Training Camps gf‘the Communist Armies have put
l ' * ’
tens of thousands of mén and women throughﬂcourses 1ast1§g from s’ix
months to a year; sometimes longer, Some of thesm political courses--I'm
speaking only of political thought here--are:
Principles and Tactics of the National United Front.
History of the Chinese Revolution.
History of China's relatidns with Japan and other countries,
The Three People's Principles of Dr. Sun Yat-sen.
xmit The History of Human Progress.
Hygiene, physiology and anqtomy,MTmL("fm s
There are a great variety of other suojects, but please note
y s
the History of Human Progress. Studying the note-books of d#ms men and

Women ekttt | saw Chat this course traced
the history of human society through stages of savagery, barbarism,
4l feudalism, and cepitalism, with the finger of history pointing to

a soclalist form of society. I noticed that great emphasis was laid

upon Darwinism
«
dﬂﬁlln #w» lectures on the History of China's relations

“"

with Soee—ssdefiees foreign countries, I noticed sk subheadings

[
ﬂ' military, political, and cultural aggression against China, ’

and under the heading of "cultural aggression", I noticed that Christian

missionaries were Xikxkmpxx put _on the spot.

~ Mgty R
? ' ; e¥ \The regimental training camps of the regular nationalist
= o e ————

armies which I visited also taught political, as well as military subjects.

Their basic political training was centered on Dr. Sun Yat-sen's three
people's principles--nationalism, democracy, and improvement in the
people's livelihood. But emphasis was only on nationalism. Under orders
from the government, democracy and improvement in the living conditions
of the people were relegated to the future and left in the hands of the

Government only. The Communist reglons tried to realize all three
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principles simultaneously, believing this the only way to strengthen
and the people
the country and to give the soldiers/a goal worth fighting for. At this

point 1ntﬁrnal conflict arises,agd is reflected in our press.

I ¢ —rp Qv T W= o

L
stnes Subjects tasght in the nationalist divisions were
(LI C

T Thaee Lrtx¢3 .

General polifical knowledge abrut China and the world.

History of Chinese-Japanese relatlions.

War Geography; morale lectures; singing and acting; speaking.

Composition; preparation of wall newspapers.

Japanese esplonage and propaganda tactics, and methods of
combatting them;

First-aid and anti-gas knowledge and air-raid defence.

The nationalist armies, universally, hold regimental
Monday morning services, at dawn, when the national flag 1s raised,
the national Kuomintang song sung, cmissSssmstEomss news report glven,

-m%i‘pep, or morale lecture%‘he last will
B st el

and testament _is ;egpated by the Political Directory

L . N
ﬁk«.wﬂ-&m“
mumble& in 2 low voice, like
the wnde fHu lank WL
sn incantation. Few soldiers known t-gﬂﬁhough they know its principles.

. 1 was asked to dellver lectures
to the training camps or tq~sthfs or @ Polltical Departments,., Subjects
given me were:

The international situation, particularly the coming second
world war and how it would affect China.

Reports on conditions in the rear of the enemy; guerrilla
activity; amd the people's movement; methods used by
provincial authorities to blockade Japanese goods.

Foreign attituted and aid to China.\

The Indian independence movement.

Japanese espionage and propaganda in England and America.

Bl
Please note the first lecture: the coming second world war

]
and how it would affect China, This was dmeee Pefore Pearl Harbor.

All Chinese “Smmmedr Delleved the China war’i& but a prelude to a second
world war; they believed that i — e e i
.

w Far §
nothing happeninéqgiﬂi-(%gg‘5% local significance only, but had world-
wide significance, All informed Chinese knew -iiumisse Japan's plans for

world conquest. They could not understand America's so-called

1}
neutrality pact, ﬁ.ts OOk and carry® ma.oe which aided Japan
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<mey- but militated agalnst China; they thought &= sale of war materilals

to Japan a suicidal measure induced by

—2 duelonat and
e The Chinese  commanders in the field were often of a very high

type;
Their speech was permeated with m democratlic and
s::cialistlc-& Perhaps they did not know the origin of such ideas;
nop did they care. They judged an idea by its effectiveness. In evenings
we often gathered in regimental or divisional headquarters, nnl:n:m
kaxoyxamarke rsxfnrxhaursxafxdixenxxkom around camp fires, or—-ndn
my quarters)for hours of discussion about the future. D =ra—ra-ieaTmnzusien
MMWM
B e a4

One divisional commender, General Chung-yi, asked me a series
of questions which other w=msit==x commanders repeated in other forms
everywhere, Here are some of them:

Do you believe that Americaf, France, and Britain really wish
us Chinese to win this war and 8mprge a strong, independent powery
Aren't they, instead, afrald of the effect of our victory upon the people
of India, Indo-China, and the Dutch Bast Indies? How else can W
explain the sale of war materlals to Japan? Do they not hope that
both China and Japsn will become so exhausted by war that we can be

more easily exploited in the future than in the past?"

e T N T R S T I L O L O L e e PSS

mrsﬂasked me a thousand questions. Some were: the state
of various political parties in Amefica; the difference between the
Republican and Democratic Parties; the effect of the Hearst press upon
American public opinion; Japanese propaganda and espionage in America
and its effects; why if members of the American Congress has been bribed
by the Japanese to prevent the I‘or/ft\:ication of mmmme Cuam; —scwwiess 11

I thought China should adopt the capitalist system which led to wars and
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‘

. eenquest of other countriesy >

oAl me ‘d‘&n
W a christian, M Christianity &.——-&
Aty cOTNected with imperialism M

Chinese professor,‘\speai{ing vefore the Conference on Sclence, Religion
and Philosophy at Columbia University in September, challenged the
Christian concept of the universe and of the post-war world, and reminded

; - 4 ..'b-—A-*-h"”Ah —
us that Christian n=ticws hayve ﬂnww,,m
bloody wars. The fact that some Chifiese leaders are Christian makes
no impression on thejﬁl}hnase’nfind and they resent the imputation eds-

-~ nat weteeembsme® 8 nation and people can be judged}‘ g"‘t

aL .
some of 1ts rulers, estsssm=ms,

s s R R S S — e TS S——me———=T

I've not been ba‘ck in America long enough to get the habit
of Mﬁh--—which seems to be a kind of =mpexx fortune-telling
to take the place of hhneesicSsmess-study and thought. So I can't say
wh_at the futyre of China will be. One clause in Dr. Sun Yat-sen's last
wall has bg-;r'{:';le‘:ﬁzed: it is eu:l.':“the awakening of the Chinese people."
Many men are mortally afraid of an enlightened, awakened people. In any
case, Chin-'amg:cands at the most decisive point in its history and, as our
Tom Paine said: "Thepe are the times that try men's souls. The summer =m |
soldier and the sunshine patriot will in this crisis shrink", I would
pay tribute to the diectatorial party, the Kuomintang, in-so.-far' as 1t
has firmlym&this war, risking theds fortunes af‘;&:‘ & M'
Though some indeed have made great fortunes out of the war, just as
menx some Americans are making great fortunes out of the blood of our
soldiers. Some leading Kuomintang members, among them one of 1its chief.
leaders, Wang Ching-wel, became a traitor and joined the Japaneseé--such
men were the summer soldiers and the sunshine patriots.

Since I was always fascinated by the power of ideas in China,
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