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Facing this audience, and considering the title of ati 

address, The Social Revolution in China, I am reminded of the 

old Chinese story which recently appeared in Life magazine. 

It was about an old Chinese artist who had spent a lifetime painting 

dragons. His house was filled with ‘such paintings. One day, as 

he sat painting another dragon, he glanced at his window sill and 

saw a pair of huge claws gripping it; right behind the claws arose 

the huge head of a dragon that smiled at him in a friendly manner. 

Instead of welcoming a creature he had admired all his life, the 

painter fled screaming from the room, Civmneinhetaemdeomhe-teinced. 

wobec pesbe perience hed —becn ened heey aniicinating 2 

Lee 

The morale to this tale is: "Be sincere", 

When tidied into books, or related from a platform in 

Chicago, a social revolution may sound exciting, fascinating, ap 

sfeerfrke But what if one dene 46 pay a friendly visit? 

It is strange that Americans, whose history is rooted in 

“satinf nemelation #7 Cote” tombtem” 
revolution, pprdaily cower before the words seca, Yot Jefferson 

did not cower before either the “American or French revolutions. He ~~ | 
J 

said such fermentations were a healthy sign, an indication of common 

men groping for manhood. His historic words have come down COTS Prone 

ie & “That "the masses of men are not born 

with saddles on their backs, and a chosen feupoootea and spurred to 

ride them legitimately, by the grace of God." 

There are so many facets of the Ghint do social revolution, 

so many manifestations of it, that the theme is endless. Let us 

take, for example, Dr. Sun Yat-sen's last will and testament.
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The first paragraph of this will read: 

"For forty years I have devoted myself to the cause of the 
people's revolution|with but one end in view,|the elevation of 
China to a position'of freedom and equality among the nations.] 
My experience during these forty years has firmly convinced me 

that \to akkanixk attain this goal,| we must bring about a thorough 
awakening of our people |and ally ourselves in a common struggle 
with those peoples of the world |who treat us on the basis of 

equality." 
‘s lak 

will then goes on to call on Ghina to continue the 
* without delay | 

revolution until it is completed; | to realizefhis three principles 

of national liberation, democracy, and improvement in the living of 

the people, and to put into effect his plans for national reconstruc- 

tions ~~ P 
" 5 

Behind Be Suns ee words ets hover a half century 

hu. 
of bitter and heart-breaking struggle. | chet, fain 

wri lay decades of other struggles against foreign attempts to 

sukjackykninaxandixakxkimexyx dismember and subject China Neither 

the Taiping Rebellion in the middle of the 19th Century,|nor the 

Boxer Uprising of 1900, kmmrchecxcckemioxmx nor the many local 

uprisings which were erugga jas these of of aga events TS nn 

help of foreign arms, | can be ere A They were: 1Aveaeull parts of 

China's struggle against subjection from within or without. | I¢spent’ 

months writing down the life story of General Chu Teh, commander-in-~ 

chief of the Chinese Red Army, which is now known as the 18th Bvoup 

Army. He told me tales of his childhood in far Szechuen province./ 

Wandering tailors and mat-wosvens used to come to the poor farm of 

his family and work for & week or two each year, | then move on to 

other families.| As these artisans worked, they told tales of the 

os -pantelaiadites never prone history eames: yet 
wr . 

which have been eurrent among the common 

people for nearly a hundred years. | According to these Sali stories, 

the Taipings fought for the poor against the rich; oo confiscated 

and divided the land amongst the peasants; | tamer fought for principles 

, &
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_, of human brotherhood in so far as these were conceived in those days. 

Dr. Sun Yat-sen himself was influenced to some extent by the Taipings, 

though he was much more deeply influenced by the political ideas of dinviens 

‘and British democracy. Branded as a traitor, he lived years of his life in 

exile. The 1911 Revolution which he z08, and the Republic which he and his 

followers founded, had to struggle for years against internal reaction 

and foreign imperialist influence. 

Many people still ask bees 3 China remained @eememicealig-end~ 

sotenticioolig-backward, whereas Japan emerged as a great power which today 

challenges the world. I believe this due to China's great size and its 
and potential wealth, 

Exenkxwenkkhxanst natural resources, far in excess of anything the small 

Japanese islands had to offer to rising foreign imperialism of the time. 

China was like a gigantic barn filled with little mice, and the imperialist 

powers like a dozen eager tom-cats. canPaytee Waxxxwhishxba War of 1859 

ended in the Treaty of Nanking of 1842 which xkemsk harnessed China to : 

the imperialist. cart. From that time, down to the present year, when 

we abolished the old unequal treates and made new ONG S , Meatless, China 

was a semi-colonial country, with its customs, at) MHL ADEN EE XUREMEAL 

reilways and other MfStitAeee in the hands of foreigners, who hatred 

them for their own profit and prevented the modernization of the country. 

The indemities imposed upon China following the Boxer Uprising, and the 

many forced loans, and the support of war-lords by various foreign powers, 

further yoked China to the imperialist cart. Chinese industries could 

not develop or compete against foreign indastries, and those that did 

grow up were little more than auxiliaries of foreign Danks , <icddemiseetieeieaadinttio 

Statistics compiled by Chinese research scholars in the past two decades 

have shown that 75% of the suxmmktkaz manufactured produéts on sale even 

in the most remote inland villages of China, were of foreign manufacture. 

It was only the jealousy of the great powers of one another 

that saved China from dismemberment and subjection. In 1952, a Japanese



revolutionary, : 
newspaper man, ea/kkkexaix said this to me; 

"The white imperialist powers wish China to remain in a semi- 
colonial position, Japanese imperialism wishes to reduce it to the status 

of a full Japanese colony." 

Because jChinere industrial life remained weak and dependent upon 

foreign money, {the Chinese wieieele classes who might have developed and 

fought through to the completion of the democratic revolution, also remained 
weak and ei api | China's semi-colonial position, therefore, was the 

reason that the Chinese Republic, S_—ioe,,9e, floundered for years, 

Joockne cma a exo 8 xii came and at times was all but destroyed. 
The foreign powers felt themselves justified, at any time, to interveme 

in Chinese life, often with gun-boats. The first thing that impressed 
ctit i. me upon going to China was the eternal talk of the /teememscico eign 

lives and property »xakixofxmkighxaeemeixtoxbexsaeredtx Never once did I 
hear foreigners speak of the sanctity of Chinese lives or property. 

Chinese simply didn't count. They were "natives", When I expressed 

horror at Shinexmxnoxerkxx the Poverty of the Chinese people, foreigners 

challenged me by saying: 

"Well, they seem to like it; what are you crabbing about?" 

And woe to the Chinese who showed that he didn't like it. Woen ae 
J heard tales of "riots" and "anarchy" and of the 

peace and order, What I saw was the peace and order of a cemetery. 

For decades, the seéxxmaiexmex modern educated c1ssotegeme 

revolutionary strength from their own history, and from the principles 

of the American Revolution. A few missionaries were a modernizing 

influence in so far as they adummxkadtxmmdtaxnxmetx advocated social reform - 

such as the Rxmmdemxmx equality of women, the unbinding of feet and other 

social evils. They did pioneer work in introducing modern medicine 

into China. Beyond this, I question their usefulness or desirability, 
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word "heathen"xikmx@kmmx on the lips of a missionary always sounded like 

a curse to me. I was often intrigued xx to see the huge images of demons 

which guarded the entrances of some Chinese Taoist temples. immnceminteategads 

Seeeee¥ The Chinese had given them blue eyes. 

In regard to China and all Asia, and perhaps to the world, gm 

aewem the Russian Revolution of 1917 ddemmmmmomertmetie: opened a new era 
dispossessed 

in world history. This revolution brought the /oawading class to power, to 

take the place of the owning classes. It proclaimed the emancipation of 

the dispossessed and the right of subject peoples to equality and 

independence. It practiced what it preached, and one of its first acts m oe 

was to make new equal treatles  tdaieiamnitiormes: surrender extra-territorial 

rights,and give up iksx Russian territorial concessions xmxtktuagxxknikke 

These acts were a challenge to imperialism, and many white writers referred 
Srp Unricn . 

a nasang as "the enemy within the mktkm gatés of the white world."The old 

ery of the yellow peril was raised again, though no mention was made of 

the white disaster that had condemmed a billion peopleg of Asia to puverty 

and servitude. 

The principles of the Russian Revolution percolated through 

China, aukiknyxkikexyausk fermenting and bubbling over in countless bloody 

incidents. Dr. Syn Yat-sen sent men to Moscow to study and invited 

Russian military and political advisers to ween. Thousands of Chinese 

students and workers made their way to Moscow to study the theories and 

technique of revolutionary struggle. They returned to China, some of them 

to found the infant Chinese Communist Party. It was the Chinese Communists 

who organized kmm and led the first trade unions and, later, the peasant 

leagues. From its very semen therefore, the Chinese mass movement was 

not merely an economic movement for higher wages and shorter hours, but 

it was political. It aimed first at the liberation of China toda foreign 

domination. In 1924, Dr. Sun Yat-sen reorganized the nationalist party, 

the Kuomintang, to include the Communists. Workers and peasants became 

Common, ‘ 
Kuomintang members. The Chinese, people » teemeermeedng began to emerge



ag a conscious, orgesics For the first time, the Kuomintang 

= 
became ——~— ty of the educated middle classes, weak and 

ut a mass party of tremendous potentialities. 

> : But Dr. Sun Yat-sen died in 1925. i, oced men within the Kuomintang, 

SEE Say HS writing — ame sek / ie is what — 

principles and tactics, should lead chine’ Tort iberat ion? There were 
pide seared 

serious breaches within serene, but they were patched up temporarily, 

“Brow (1925-21, 
net the new national revolutionary army, given irresistable 

force by 

the mass movement, swept all before it in south China. The ¥ aad unions 

and the student unions of Shanghai,arose to roi ME 4 ese 

general strikes, anc the workers had found some armse But Shanghai was 

the Far Eastern stronghold of imperialism, and also the center of Chinese 

nascent industrye Once again it seemed that the foreign powers would 

intervene jn Chinelo Cuseh The nemolcttunany Upubige - 

Chinese industrialists did not object if workers in foreign 

factories ~eeweiemeninnend demanded higher wages,mmaix shorter hours, and 

civil rights. But when they demanded the same from Chinese factory wm 

owners that was a horse of another color, mwemkeus—coimed—come 

eee rere stecpntnessnin~Gnimece~toctensine MiliicntaBeniner 

seer 
wa Cina Wtre 

The irfférior a Jo in ferment, Semesmme Peasant Léagues had 
national 

been organized in support of the/revolutionary army, and the peasants 

demanded that the landlords carry out reforms advocated by Dr. Sun Yat-sen: 

that is, that rent be reduced by 25%. 

A combination of all these factors, with many more in which 

Chinese and foreigners alike were involved, led to the split 6, the 
Ati, we lGay. 

Keonint ang andehognamingued “Whe terror to purge China of Communists And 

almost anyone of mmdtuxnxkdsamsxwax revolutionary ideas, Set REE IS! TTI 

Cummumieie: ©=20 was branded a Communist and hunted dow and killed. | 

I arrived in China on New Years day, 1929, when this had been 

going on for a year and a half. The country seethed with turmoile
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The conservative elements of the Kuomintang had founded a new Chinese 

Government in Nanking, which had been, almost immediately recognized by 

the great powers--all except Russia. Bee Cove ent had spkkk broken 

off relations with the Soviet Government and driven the Russian advisers 

out. Madame Sun Yat-sen, widow of Dr. Sun, with many other middle-class — 

intellectuals of leftist or democratic ~aviook, hed zanaxkex fled to 

Europe. The new Chinese sovernment was trying to industr&alize the country 

on cart+-iist lines. German‘military advisers had been called in to 

“train and arm the mmwx Kuomintang armies, mm Americans were financial 

advisers, and an Englishman was adviser to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
. at 7 — bay he pen 
ut /mick every step th@new Chinese Governm nt aves hampered by the unequal 

treaties, ond minicom forcign influence saw to it that 

these treaties remained mmicmatinfones, prilieh. 

One of the first things I heard in those days was of the rising 

Shinese Red Army, in south China. When the terror against the ait... 

attest Sogun in 1927, some of the Kuomintang armies had revolted 

and fought, and krkontxkmx planned to make Canton in the south the basis 

of a new revolutionary government. They were defeated in a series of 

battles, and the rem@nants under General Chu Tehf“an army commander and 

a Communist$"had assembled in Kiangsi Province. Mao Tse-tung, a peasant 

leader, had led thousands of peasants and troops to join this new ‘Woke, 1? 

wh hak “ 
became known as the Chinese Red Army of Workers 

" 

and Peasants. It captured its arms from the Kuomintang armies sent to 
o ra 

suppress it. a 

“the Red hy 
Peasants arose in revolt and streamed to = as "ald miners, factory workers 

: aud 
and poor intellectuals. This growing army great areas, ead. 

: ‘ 
Sere errouaey countless reforms; they confiscaded and divided the 

land amongst the peasants, established networks of schools, hospitals, 

small industries, and many arsenals. Universal suffrage was introduced, 

a@me-The people elected their own representatives to what they called
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Soviets, which is only the Russian word for Council. The makm two 

main lines of thought of this new BO ay = were; anti-imperialism, 

end the agrarian revolution. a fot Ba if sal Commntan aot 

believed that they were completing the Chinese democratic revolution which 

the middle classes, ikea with foreign interestosyuase”too weak to carry 

through. 

Of course, the swamp of poverty of the Chinese people was 

sufficient cause, in itself, to have given birth to another peasant 

revolution, 
mae hres pach terturire 

(fis new revolution differed from in its goal and dum gactics. 
A 

It envisaged, in some distant future, a new society with the means of 

life owned and managed by the mmammmnx people instead of by a mmmxix 

small Sec class. Within the ranks of the Red ant Potties Departments 

were formed to educate and inform the soldiers and imbue them with a 

Eouxz conviction that they were instrumants of history, Oring mame a new 

society to birth. The same kind of educational owe among 

the people. 

I have always considered the social revolution, as represented 

* by the Chinese Red Army and the Chinese Commmnist Party that led it, 

as the triumph of the — mind over all material difficulties. Had it 

been a bandit army, as its enemies charged, it would have been crushede 

The people alone would have saatee it,yand every man's hand would have been 

turned against it. As it was, only the hand§of the sae eee classes 

of China, and of foreigners, Soar turned against it, @mepdertesene—end. 

. wr 

TTT, | eA «0 often thought of, Jefferson 

in those days, and of Hamilton who referred to our eam common people as 

"that great beast, the People."And I recalled that Jefferson had been



9 

Virne 

called a "filthy democrat", an atheist, a panderer to the mob. ph 

6 eh pmanll he CAT IAT C exrson! sce 23a 9 ees urged 

. F 

Americans in China to remember our own fb annisahtam, but they 

ag CO to think that gur Revolution ‘meson fought by men ar
essvetin 

striped pants i gee hats.) They ee of the violence of 

dle Atacd ae 
the Red ees wns was end after all, that started the vialence? 

It is to the eternal credit of the Chinese masses that they did not lie 

down and take a De'at in, Recemmmbaataistieded ts ——iaemeesiaetetin StS 

weet Sasveas they “—~ and fought, often with 

Ahontd Mheiche thar 
their bare hands, for their future as men. a Bvery Chinese, See 

“‘[imtho—Chnc sched Sette here rT espere for viTrs Lact, aU ISAs. 

@imewy should be proud of their | — dared arise 
from 

: a none ‘ 
ignorance and destitution 

Uee 

Rul tre Red Army was defeated in a series of battles jin 1954. 

The strategy that defeated them was drawn up by -emm General von Seeckt, 

one of the many German military advisers connected with the Chinese 

Government. If you want to mow what kind of men B the Chinese 

Red Army, look at this week's copy of Life and see the picture of General 

a 
von Seeckt. Nothing I can say can smetell wee emt 

Ra 

After defeat, mex 100,000 men of the Chinese Red Army 

started on their epic "Long March" across from 8,000 to 12,000 miles 

of Chinese territory. There has never been such tenacity and courage 

in history except, perhaps that of the Russian Red Army codey--ena "Sree 

is equipped with all the weapons ¢ war, whereas the Chinese maxax had only 

what they could carry on their own backse After nearly two years, 

whet remained of the Kea army emerged in China's far northwescern 

provinces. Wore than half of their men had died of hunger and cold. 

Other Red Armies from other regions joined them in the northwest.
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The waar against them began again, with all the foreign powers 

ka crying "wolf", until the Sian incident in December , 19356, brought 

it to a close and in the months that followed the national united front 

was again formed to meet the one real menace of Japanese invasions 

What is this bundle of flesh and bones we call man? What 

is the. power of the human spirit? That I glimpsed, dimply, when I 

met the Chinese Red Army for the first time, in 1937. ‘They were 

the veterans of xmaxmix ten years of civil war and of the Long March. 

I had expected to see dejected, desperate, half-dead men. Instead, I 

found young, laughing faces with gleaming eyes--and a boundless conviction 

that they were the advance guard of history. SQuaxntxknaxfixskxane They 

carried books and pamphlets with them, they published their ow newspapers 

and posters, they sang eternally, and the first question & group of them 

asked me wast 

"What's the latest news from Spain?" 

They all knew that Hitler and his hordes had come to power, 

that Abyssinia had been occupied and Spain attacked by the Fascist 

powers, They were convinced that kmksxwanaxxtkhexkea these events, with 

the Japanese invasion of Manchuria in 1951, was the prelude to 
a second 

world war in which America and all the other powers would 
be drawn. 

This line of thought, with its innumerable connotations and 

expressions, was the fruits of the Political training carried out 
in that 

Army. : 

In order to consolidate the national united front against 

Japan, the Communist armies gave up their policy of confiscating and 

dividing land, gave up their Soviet institutions and accepted democracy 

axxknexgpaixokxkhexr as their immediate goal. They changed their name 

to site Eighth Route Army, and another of their branches became kmown as 

the New Fourth Army which soon began to fight along the 
lower reaches 

of the Yangtze.
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The 8th Route Army, now called the 18th Group of Armies, placed 

: itself under the supreme command of the National Defence Council of the 

Chine se Garewal: but refused to liquidate its political department or 

allow any but their own men to direct this department. The system of 

‘political education carried on in the army was called the Army's "life 

line", In other words, the Army considered that an Army was as strong 

as its thought. 

The 8th Route Army was ordered to penetrate to the rear of the 

Japanese Army in north China. It did so. I went with it. It was the 

only army in China able to meet the powerful Japanese Army and defeat 

it, and liberate vast areas which up to then had fallen into Japanese 

hands, It was an army experienced in guerrilla warfare. For the ten years 

of the civil war, it had teemme perfected a technique of meeting an enemy 

ten times its strength in men and arms. To this technique it wedded 

its political indoctrination system of intellectual and sptritual 

conviction. Springing from the masses, it had also perfected a technique 

of mass organization, training, and education, which enabled it to 

mobilize, train and lead millions of the common people in north and 

northwest China. They formed Anti-Japanese associations of peasants, 

merchants, youth, women, and children, and drew every person into the war 

of resistance, It established great Training Camps in liberated areas, 

through which tens of thousands of men and women have since studied. 

It is a vast, all-permeating system, and its chief wealness is its 

lack of axmsxx military supplies. After the, Chinese Industrial Cooperatives 

waxax began to be organized in 1938, in Hankow, it seized upon this technique 

and covered the liberated areas with industrial cooperatives to manufacture 

essential supplies for the Army and the people.
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Our press often reports on internal conflicts in China, and 

official Chinese charge that the Communists have again introduced Soviets 

within the territory they control. Since I spent many months with the 

Communist armies, this is what I saw: 

When the Yapanese occupied north China, they defeated and drove 

out the regular armies; 

any wealthy people, and officials, retreated with them. 

The Communist armies came in, cuntnicmpijiiaiiaiinimee st 

territory and destroyed the puppet governments established by the 

Japanese. Mass organizations were formed. Educational campaigns 

werex in democratic elections ee after which 

all men and women over 18 were called upon to vote for new officials to 

take the place of the old. A few old officials had indeed remained behind, 

and some of them also ran for mks re-election. Other candidates were 

put up by the mass organizations. Some of the old officials, and many 

new ones were elected, among them a number of women. The we pcied 

had records of public service, incorruptibility, and unwavering courage 

in the war. The Government disapproved of these err 

aenewe elected bodies, immammem Soviets,  ciete=sbes, 

S ~ sere sel deninocrnoresy=s end ote 

ee aaniieniiicaiiienlcetemerenemonnisinnao onli temo a POLOTT TT OTT COT 

i i EER re enema nn aritaneaso naanctancodnaniantin iy 

odmcnionionuiemnGiniinegsocaumne “Tl Chinese Government holds that 

democracy cannot be introduced into China during the war and that a 

Constituent Assembly and a Constitution can be realized only a yea
r after 

the war comes to an end. 
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P2120 still say of giraffs: "There ain't no such animal." en ee antes 

Any 
OE RFCS odie EOP LERTS MIE te Pht re LO Le Ce een TE 

Dimi leptin iaeane acer siento oy ssc AA CHO i eA Gti lal Ai RR OAT LOLI 

hd D HI 

But all this aside. 

After Nanking, the capitol, fell to the Japanese in late 

1937, the influence of the Communists and of the democratic elements in 

China was very powerful in the councils of the Chinese Government. #imxxkix = 

Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek had become convinced that the war would be 

4 long and DIC tCr ) 5M. and the soldiers would have to make up in 

intellectual and spiritual conviction for what they locket 

military equipment. Political Departments were formed in khsax most of 

the mukimmakkskx regular armies and men trained to direct them. The 

political followed 

system of /training in the nationalist armies Rurmetxxximkiet the form of — 

tmakxmfxkhex the Communist armies, che content, sikcmeimieseadoe In 

some backward provincial armies the political departments did not exist 

at all but were only a paper plan. 

Simultaneously with this development, Generalissimo Chiang 

established a training center in which officers from the regular armies were 

tatght guerrilla and mobile warfare. Some of the teachers were from: the 

18th Group of Armies. 

The fall of Nanking led to further great developments 

nail Seat everrmeytr se mmnnmemtan gy eNmename pee Soo of the 

social revolution. Chief of these was the formation of Chinese Industrial 

Cooperatives. As the coastal regions fell to the enemy, people carried out 

what machinery they could to the far west, and when Hankow fell in # fcc. 

1938, the same proceedure was followed. Today there are 2,000 jie 

Jnaustrial Qooperatives, owned and managed by the men who work in 
them. They 

manufacture US$1,550,000 worth of essential goods each month, and support 

about one million people, most of them refugees or
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>. number of highly-trained medical men from the National He
alth 

Administration and the Army Medical Service, had to depend ed
mmes~ 

—omeiwedy~ on aid from,Chinese, wn 

wheulnitedetiatoomenduieneda, \ Only one American organization helped Hew . 

snoninimimenenienrmmiommmmeinGeiee, Piis was the American Bureau for 

Medical Aid to China, whose organizer was a Chinese 
professor of medicine. 

He was aided by many men of the Rockefeller Foundation. 

The development of medica: ioe the sick and 

wounded of the armies, and for the masses of civilians, 
as conducted by 

the Chinese themsleves, is one of the great epee of theo age. It is 

a story too long to relate here. Suffice to say that today the foundations 

of socialized medicine have been laid in China, wit
h clinics caring 

for people without charge. There are,nine great medical military = 

training schools located near the various fronts, in 
which thousands of 

medical cteke amdmotnemmedioni=pereemed from the various armies 

have been retrained. Out of such Wore Pee the so-called “Friends 

of the Wounded Society", the first civilian organization even to exist 

in China to act as auxiliaries in the care of 
the sick and wounded, 

iA “se 

The whole attitude of oninetisfnenc6a toward the 
soldiers-/@ tremendous 

A 

transformation which is not yet complete by any 
means; but the change 

"s 
, 

is a facet in social revolution. 

PS ss uprisings , xuixtkhaxsheddinnxekx 
é shedding of 

. 

ese things may accompany 4 socia. ion, but this is 

pecause the old ord LS e, resorts to 

and dispossessed_evér start violente 
sessed 

yo 

ine while the old order is armed--hd 9 

Ea s no light thing for unarmed poor men to resort 
to vi® ence. but
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ages My main work was with the Chinese ar
mies, and my greatest 

interest, the revolutionary changes tak
ing place in the minds of the 

soldie® §. In our country, it is the civilian population that gener
ates 

new progressive ideas in the midst of
 war. In China, the armies ame one 

off the great seed-beds of new thought abo
ut the future. ie I found 

the armies at the front much more pregressive than 
the officials in the rear. 

When you stand forever under the sh
adow of death--and often almost cer

tain 

death--men think long ‘thoughts. What is it all for? Are b sain tits 

for something better than _— in th
e past? Remember, China has 

no past worth returning to, Gag the histo
ry of the past century shows. 

If poor men are asked to fight and 
give their lives, as have five million 

Chinese soldiers, they want to know what for. Since they are an 

intelligent people, and since political training, at 
least to some extent, 

has brought them much new knowled
ge, xmay what the Chinese soldier

 thinks 

is all important. 

Most of these men know about the democratic 
system that prevails 

in the Communist Armies. News travels py other means that radio 
and 

telegraph, or even by newspapers, epee: 
«And the Chinese people have 

a long revolutionary tradition. 
Not only the soldiers, but many 

of the 

officers from divisional commander 
down, @A@ not only nationalist, but 

| 

militantly democratic in outloo
k. 

I once asked General Li Chung-
jen, commander-inghief of the 

Fifth War Zone,what he consider
ed China's gains in the war. . He replied: 

twe have traded space for time.
 By surrendering space we 

\
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have gained time in which to develop guerrilla and mobile warfare 

‘and wage a war of attrition. We've reformed our administrative 

and educational institutions, built new industries; and though we have 

lost territory, still our national consciousness has increased with 

each step of Japanese advance." 

Repeatedly commanders stated that the greatest .aing in the 

war for China was the development of national consciousness. Before the 

war, millions of people living in small interior villages, hardly mew 

what China was, let alone Japan or other parts of the world. Mikkita 

d 
Tens of millions 

Sa TTT Sel acl 

—epenmenesmereny—eterred TO ns “cos tneseoosedemdidons 

have had to tramp the face of China, learning what their country is, 

Serre CHOCO TEN py —eepem Soldiers. draw 

from these villagés to fight, have moved over the entire face of tle 

country, abate te Therever Political Departments in the 

armies did their duty, wherever "Student Armies" and "Front Service 

Corps" did their,duty, the x. learned not only about the history 

of theinferuntry and of the causes of the war, but they learned about 

all the countries of the world, some friends of China, some enemies, / 

SS np rete to srrielon—paouckte—ebettt 

Pita at snaes ae ae TROT 1 oe NLU SNS Oo 

teem el old stveeherstrer titer They learned patriotic songs 

and saw patriotic plays by the thousands, heard lectures and participated 

in discussions; and these new ideas they imparted to civilian everywhere 

in whose homes they lived--if there were any homes left. For the Chinese 

Soldiers possess no swemmemimeemas tents at all, but life in the homes 

of the people. So the armies have been a mighty force in awakening the 

people, eekinquuidbenpusspons such 1s we have, they boave had te 

et LO ee T TE re ct tL Ti
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SS 
usage, Army Medical Services are also neutral institutions. : 

Ae When the present war began in China, the Army Medical Service was 

not prepared or able to meet such a situation as this. Few or no qualified. 

doctors or nurses were in its ranks and it was only the Chinese Red Cross 

units in Peiping, and later in Shanghai and Nanking, that enabled adequate 

care to be given to some of the Army wounded. But, reluctantly and sadly 

we must gdmit that the care of the wounded when this war began, and dow 

to the present time in most places in China, recalls conditions of the 

British wounded in the Crimean War and the American wounded in the American 

Civil War, This iaxx does not mean that there is any perfidy in Chinese 

character; it means that China is in the same historical period as was 

England and America in the past. 

There is a skeleton of a medical service in all the regular 

Chinese armies, and in some of the best organized the service is better 

than in others. There is one guerrilla Army along the lower Yangtze " 

that has the best medical service of any armed force in China, of whatever 

nature. It does not have enough personnel or supplies, but it has some 

excellent qualified doctors and nurses, However, that isthe only xumeriti 

guerrilla force that has a medical servicé, Other local guerrilla axmiesyx. 

detachments and self-defence corps have none at all.This is understandable | 

when we consider that the guerrilla detachments and self-defence corps 

spreng from the civilian population in the regions where I have been. ~ : 

In peace times, the civilians had little or no medical care; in wartime, 

at all. pele , 

Hevexeny Ihe general condition of fixe wounded {s terrible. In 

there are no beds; the wounded lie in mud peasant huts on 

packed earth floor, often with straw under them banked in by mid bricks. 

In most there are no covers for the sick and wounded, I found wounded 

most 

and seriously sick men lying uncovered in every regions where I have beeno
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“Yhere are fis! sinaties. garments in use at all. No qualified doctors or 

nurses, and no conception at all of what a nurs
ing system is, There are 

6. splints at all, the wounded being carried on s
tretchers or Burris 

ox=cart céravans for two or three weeks pefore 
they reach a field or base 

hospitel--and even in them I found no splints. 
Arm and leg fractures 

are merely bandaged, and during the transport to 
the rear, many of them 

die from pain or from internal bleeding. I found three or four xhmemmmekez. 

thermometers in thy journey, and sometimes a group of thir
ty dressers would - 

have four or five pairs of forceps among them--a
nd did not know how or 

understand the reason for their use. There was sometimes some medical 

supplies, but inadequate, and generally none of t
he most essential; and, 

except on the Central Hupeh front, no pain-killin
g drugs, and even then 

only with two of the regular mtesxx armies. And these were few indeeds 

Sometimes there was only the local, non-absorbent c
otton, little gauze, 

end when there was gauze it was cut up into small one-or-two=inch squares, 

which were put on even big wounds. The cotton and g suse were not 

sterilized--the medical persomel do not know the
 meaning or need of 

sterilization, and even if they did, still they have no meens of 

sterilization. So even light wounds soon become serious wounds f
rom 

inféction, resulting in a heavy loss of life
, Infectious diseases were 

not seperated from non-infectious, put lay side b
y side, under the same 

bits of thin cotton gray blankets--if there were an
y--side by side with 

the wounded. 

While on the North Hupeh front with one of the 
national armies 

in the winter offensive, we had 2,600 wounded ove
r 4 period of three 

weeks, I followed the wounded, going from dressing station
 to dressing 

station, from the battlefield to the first field
 hospital two weeks 

in the rear. Of the 2,600 wounded, 1,000 had reached the rear. The 

others had died enroute. Along that route I saw long lines of ox-certs 

jolting along, carrying gray-faced wounded. The last wagons were filled 

if 
y
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with the éas. ; - 

PS ‘In the entire region where I have been I found no medical 

jourhiels, no 'medigal reference or text-books, except in the one guerrilla 

ony ite the lower Yangtze which I have mentioned. I found that, apart 

from tet army, there was no medical workers qualified to diggnose sick 

cases. TeSheas recognize simple malaria, tuberculosis, iyak dysentery 

or, perhaps pneumonia. They could recognize scabies, of course, but classed 

this skin disease as a blood disease that could be treated with salvarsan, 

The hospitals I have seen are terrible places, 0n the 

earthen floor, in dark, insanitary huts, lie long rows of sick and wounded 

men, like sardines in o Eee The place is filled with the moaning of 

men who cannot control their suffering. Haggard men stagger up now and 

shen to make their way to a big urinal bucket, and no one helps them even 

reach it. In other dark little rooms I found men, long since dead, lying 

side by side the living. Repeatedly I bent over living men who 

kx whispered up tome: “Help me! Help meJ" My heart turned 

to ice and my blood seemed to congeal. I am not a doctor mm or nurse 

and I could not help these men,I shall carry their faces with me to my 

grave. : 

Semetinest could _help-wounted men=-untit-my—own first-aid 

Suppities-ren-ext; The wounded are thes grateful, as are children, for 

every little thing done for them, They have never had anything from life, 

jm they expect little now. Their gratitude, their kindness, touched 

vy ,every string in my heart. I £smyx found wounded men who expected death 

only in this war. Once I found a 19-year-old peasant boy who was dying. He 

agked me if he would die and I replied: "No, you are a brawe, young, strong 

lad, and heroic." He answered: "You say that because you think I am afraid 

to die. But when I entered this Army I knew I would be killed. I am not 

afraid because I have fought for my country." 

At another time I saw a machine-gunner brought in with a wound in the 

head, fo me he said! "Zt is such a little thing--it is for my country.”
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a A new, good idea, in China, acts like a weapon, So the greatest 

struggle going on in the country is for the control of thought. The 

soldiers are of prime importance because they have guns in their hands. 

This is the reason the Government now demands that the Communist Cassio 

dissolve jmimenates and enter the nationalist armies. Rhiicd tiie 

4 hides hie 
will the 500,000 Commmist soldiers, or many of 

the soldiers in other armies, be willing to lay down their guns and return 

to their old pre-war status under the landlords, or to the factories in 

which trade unions are forbidden, orfealy” shadows led by officials? 

PEt political training system in the Communist Armies is a thorn 

{ in the side of the Government. Despite charges to the contrary, those 

armies fight. “The Japanese see to thet. 

I once read an article by C ander Chen I, now commander-in-chief 

of the Communist New Fourth A: The article appeared in
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. , the Army's monthly magazine, Resistance, and was an analysis of 

the state of learning, of knowledge, among the troops. It was a critical 

yet optimistic report. One paragraph read: 

Men who have spent years in this Army will have listened 

to thousands of reports, attended thousands of conferences, read 

hundreds of books, and taken part in tens of hundreds of battles. 

If, after that, he has not yet learned to drive forward to create 

a new world, there is something wrong with him, not with the system 

of training. 

Commander Chen called upon the soldiers to preserve and emulate 

what he called "China's ancient spirit of learning". He quoted maxims 

which are like termites in the Chinese language, indicating the methods 

by which poor men must study under difficulties. Some of these maxims 

were: 

Tie your head to a pillar by your belt to prevent falling 

asleep while you study. 
Put a pin in the back of your jacket. 
Cut a hole in your wall and steal light from a neighbor. 

Study by the reflected light of snow. 

I was once with a detachment of Commander Chen's army not far 

from the Japanese-occupied capital of Nanking , Suumee watc ed a review 

of a detachment of about 1,000 men. kswinexkexknowxjuskxhox “his 

detachment had once fee sembeecirery of irxted Army a=ttters, etre 

from the civil war days, ==—=—=eseery ishing to know how many such 

Wee bere left, Commander Chen asked for a raising of hands))s ch ———— | 

sweme 45 hands went up. All the others had been killed in act lon gametes 

imniomeiomemeeereee The others were new volunteers from the ghae. 
’ . 

I pe Ss a number ot Bieta ict 

to Sumer see what they ES ies 121 learned 

since joining the Army. One young soldier of times 20 was typical. 

He was a poor peasant who, before he joined up, had been SxpmmxxXRRAEARE 

able to read his own name and about a dozen other words. Within she 

two years he had learned to read the army? weekly newspaper, but not 

advenced imp monthly magazine. He could write for his batallion's 
4 : 

wall newspaper. He y. the essentials ‘of Chinese and world geography
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but makx did not know how to use maps. The detachment had no maps. 

He didn't know the world was round, and smiled at me and asked: 

"What of it?" 

It didn't seem to matter if the earth were flat. 

This boy had fought in tweqty large battles and in innumerable 

smaller skirmished, had been wounded twice and had had malaria once. 

He didn't know what caused malaria but thought Florence Nightingale 

or Pasteur had something Go do with it.He had heard fbout these two ged 

foreigners because the Army celebrated Florence Nightingale's anniversary 

once a year as a means of scientific education generally. The doctors 

and nurses had composed a song for the occasion which ran: 

Preserve the spirit of Nightingale 
And the achievements of Louis Pasteur. 

This soldier knew nothing of the laws of Se 

ee had not yet had a 

change to study in the big Training Camp of the Army where natural 

science was one of the subjects taught. A man couldn't learn everything 

within two years, he explained. 

But when it came to political knowledge, the rede lot. 

He knew which were the Fascist countries, smamkex and what made them 

Fascist. Fascist countries he explained, had theories of racial 

superiority) taaptnonetons gavocated war and the conquest of weaker and 

smaller countries. in MEMountries, he explained, great landlords and 

industrialists owned the means of liffe upon which the people depended. 

Such nations were enemies of China, iumumimie, Discussing the Soviet Union, 

he said ee the only socialist country. Shexmeopikexawaedt There 

were no landlords and great industrialists who owned the means of life, 

‘he said, but these were owned and managed by the people; so the Soviet 

Union believed in peace and in the freedom and equality of all races. 

This was quite proper, the lad declared. 

Somewhat anxiously, I asked about the
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- democracies, He named them dpgimimmee and said they were friends of China-- 

in a ways-though they still supplied Japan with wer materials. Great 

landlords enc industrailists also existed in those countries and owned the 

means of life upon which the people depended, he said, "(1 some o1 them 

believed in racial superiority. Swkxiwxenckizsnntriesszhexsaisoxkhe 

waxsxatxeonmuaskxs I asked the Ueda the difference was b 

Fascist countries and the democfaciesymmi He smiled as he replied: 
nti 

at so very much; a matter of degree; you'd better look out." 

T askea@Whimeconcsii=2 democracy fcr y eet = 2 his study. ——__ 

groups had not yet got around to that. Mao Tze-tung, the general secretary 
and theoritician 

Kot the Chinese Communist Party had published a number of mkiex important 

books, one of them entitled "The New Democracy", and this boy had not yet 

skudiadxx studied it. If was widely read and CR nnineee 

in the big Training Camps of the 18th Group and New Fourth Armies, This 

book interpreted democracy as both political and economic democracy, xk 

combining political democracy--the Bill of Rights, etc.--with the eed 

socialization of 2 o_euiainiess— land, industries, natural 

resources, etc. . 

In another guerrilla region of China, I asked a group of 

guerrillas resting by the wayside what they meant by saying they were 

fighting for nee progressive Giitas They replied that, after the Japanese 

were driven out, there would be no rich and poor, but all would be equal. 

Men who grew rice would have rice to eat, men who cultivated cotton and 

wove cloth would have clothing to wear; there would be work for all and 

no one would have to beg; and all people could get an education. 
concrete 

This is the Chinese soldier's/interpretation of @ the Four 

Freedoms. 

Pe sit As I — are revolutionary weapons in China. 

Bender sreseresbirepsbai ihe coun by ih eine terete eer ees tS”
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"niieetsitetlleeets I think all China considers #™ political consciousness 

its life-line. The big Training Camps of the Communist Armies have put 

tens of thousands of men and women through courses Tastine from Six 

months to a year; sometimes longer. Some of thess political courses--I'm 

speaking only of political thought here--are;: 

Principles and Tactics of the National United Front. 
History of the Chinese Revolution. 
History of China's relatiéns with Japan and other countries. 
The Three People's Principles of Dr. Sun Yat-sen. 
mat The History of Human progressy 
Hygiene, physiology and anatom 4 ere Tue Sapantee 5 
There are a great aed of other subjects, but please note 

the History of Human Progress. Studying the note-books of <m men and 

WONC) Ty I saw that this course traced 

the history of human society through stages of savagery, barbarism, 

me feudalism, and capitalism, with the finger of history pointing to 

a socialist form of society. I noticed that great emphasis was laid 

upon Darwinism, 
« 

«~:~: @me lectures on the History of China's relations 
Td 

with S—eeeieeew foreign countries, I noticed xnak subheadings 

‘ 
Sheds osiscery, political, and cultural aggression against China, * 

and under the heading of "cultural aggression", I noticed that Christian 

missionaries were xkxkmixx put on the oot 
a \ 

9 &° “ \The regimental training camps” of the regular nationalist 
we ° a ——— en 

armies which I visited also taught political, as well as military subjects. 

Their basic political training was centered on Dr. Sun Yat-sen's three 

people's principles--nationalism, democracy, and improvement in the 

people's livelihood. But emphasis was only on nationalism. Under orders 

from the government, democracy and improvement in the living conditions 

of the people were relegated to the future and left in the hands of the 

Government only. The Communist regions tried to realize all three
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principles simultaneously, believing this the only way to st
rengthen 

and the people 

the country and to give the soldiers/a goal worth fighting for. At this 

point internal conflict arises,and is reflected in our presse 
ibe > a (1 A a oy 

Sud joots pageae in the nationalist divisions were ¢: 

General political knowledge about China and the world. 

History of Chinese-Japanese relationse 

War Geography; morale lectures; singing and acting; speaking. 

Composition; preparation of wall newspaperse 

Japanese espionage and propaganda tactics, and methods of 

combatting them; . 

First-aid and anti-gas knowledge and air-raid defence. 

The nationalist armies, universally, hold regimental 

Monday morning services, at dawn, when the national flag is raised, 

the national Kuomintang song sung, Smuimmieemetbome: news report given, 

TS ee or morale recture bee ast Tie la 

, 

st will 

akin Whee thsvap ataod, 
and pone. *- is salle cameos by the Political Directory 

wth Wir ack’ ty the artdters are: 
mumble@ in a low voice, like 

the words fa Leet will 
an incantation. Few soldiers known tie, Chough they know its principles. 

tte 
we Wee eres to deliver lectures 

to the training camps or so-ee ffs or wae Political Departments. Subjects 

given me were: 

The international situation, particularly the coming second 

world war and how it would affect China. 

Reports on conditions in the rear of the enemy; guerrilla 

activity; amt the people's movement; methods used by 

provincial authorities to blockade Japanese goods. 

Foreign attituted and aid to China.\ 
The Indian independence movement. 

Japanese espionage and propaganda in England and America. 

a) 

Please note the first lecture: the \ oming second world war 

" 
and how it would affect China, This was #mme before Pearl Harbor. 

All Chinese emer believed the China war oot but a prelude to a second 

world war; they believed that iumietieempmiet i icici 

nothing neppentitd tiaheny Seo local significance only, but had world- 

wide significance. All informed Chinese lmew “tmmuime Japan's plans for 

world conquest. They could not understand America's so-called 

neutrality pact, /its “Seeek and carry” Saeeipiee which aided Japan
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omey but militated against China; they thought SX sare of war materials 

ee eet " 
to Japan a suicidal measure induced Ty efit ee erp OE eT) ) * 

so The a apemeate in the field were often of a very high 

types 

Their speech was permeated with emo eee democratic and 

socialistic bee Perhaps they did not know the origin of such ideas; 

nob did they care. They judged an idea by its effectiveness, In evenings 

we often gathered in regimental or divisional Reger by ad
 

xoxnyxquartersxinexhoursxakxdisensskon around camp fires, or Mteeaeacnetn 

my quarters ,for hours of discussion about the future. @respresertmarrr 

one cee TET rns toed aes Chie hes nee selec ee epee TT 

ee eee 

One divisional commander, General Chung-yi, asked me a series 

of questions which other —=== commanders repeated in othe
r forms 

everywhere, Here are some of them: 

"Do you believe that Americaf, France, and Britain really wish 

us Chinese to win this war and Omprge a strong, independent power? 

Aren't they, instead, afraid of the effect of our victory upon the peo
ple 

of India, Indo-China, and the Dutch Hast Indies? How else can gamms “W& 

explain the sale of war materials to Japan? Do they not hope that 

both China and Japan will become so exhausted by war tha
t we can be 

more easily exploited in the future than in the past?" 

SINT aa Oo eh eS 

ae me a thousand questions. Some were: the state 

of various political parties in America; the difference between the 

Republican and Democratic Parties; the effect of the Hearst press upon 

American public opinion; Japanese propaganda and espionage in 
America 

and its effects; way if members of the American Congress has bee
n brived 

by the Japanese to prevent the for#tication of tam Guam; eens if 

I thought China should adopt the capitalist system which led to wars and



+ conquest of other countries, = 

Ouse we 
I crn im Chistian, per Christianity Dncentminionpeseeticertie 

eomnmtimimeie Connected with imperialism be The Pict mie ae * 

Chinese professor, speaking before the Conference on Science, Religion 

and Philosophy at Columbia University in September, challenged the 

Christian concept of the universe and of the post-war world, and reminded 

us that Christian nations nave Sian tlp tet aera 

bloody wars. The fact that some Chiviese leaders are Christian makes 

no impression on the Chinese mind and they resent the imputation ed: 

=< tnat tneiee?, 2 nation and people can be judged ae 
Chrittin,. “ a : 

some of its rulers, @ma——_—, 

I've not been back in America long enough to get the habit 

of --which seems to be a kind of xmpaxx fortune-telling 

to take the place of igpemeetstudy and thought. So I can't say 

what the future of China will be. One clause in Dr. Sun Yat-sen's last 

wall has den leattcea: it is go> the awakening of the Chinese ee ag 

Many men are mortally afraid of an enlightened, awakened people. In any 

case, Cuinphe tends at the most decisive point in its history and, as our 

Tom Paine said: "These are the times that try men's souls. The summer xm 

soldier and the sunshine patriot will in this crisis shrink", I would 

pay tribute to the dictatorial party, the Kuomintang, in-so-far as it 

has cirmy Qe this war, risking thet fortunes its Sak: 

Though some indeed have made great fortunes out of the war, just as 

manx some Americans are making great fortunes out of the blood of our | 

soldiers. Some leading Kuomintang members, among them one of its chief - 

leaders, Wang Ching-wei, became a traitor and joined the Japanese--such 

men were the summer soldiers and the sunshine patriots. 

Since I was always fascinated by the power of ideas in China,




	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 unnumbered 1
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 1
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 2
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 3
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 4
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 5
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 6
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 7
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 8
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 9
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 9a
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 9b
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 10
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 11
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 15
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 16
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 17
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 14
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 15
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 16
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 18
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 19
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 20
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 21
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 22
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 23
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 24
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 numbered 25
	Index Lecture - University of Chicago I - 16 unnumbered 2

