
I- 3. Article "The Japanese in China" - The Manchester Guardian Weekly, Friday, March 17, 1939 - 3pp.



THE JaPauesy IM CHINA 

By Agnes Smedley 

What is the neture of Japanese cecupstion of Chins? Meny people tn the inéustricl centres occupied by the Japanese have ansvere? thet question for those regions. Of the interior less io known because the Japanese Army, intent on ériv 
the right to resume their oeeupations along the Yangtee ond elsewhere, 4t present I am in the tntcric:, da « togion referred to by many Chinese as “lost territory," but by this few Fourth army es "the front®. re : front. 

: i é q : to three miles of the vreilwey unless these could serve them e¢ pilitary and econo fe beses. Before ne lies the diary of ove, Takemasu Enyu, a Jepanese soldier % wee in this area from December 13 to February 16. His hone was in Rérocshina, at 214 Funairi Street, Japan, be was killed by lew Fourth army guerrilies in Hovenber, on the north bank of the Tengtze. Here are Sone extracts from his S4ary thet show what he end hie eountrymen were doing while they vere in Tenyang, & town on the reilway scuth of Chinkiangt. 
Pent Decarber 22, 1087,—Market priees must aloo be Shotete? by us. If mor. chante refuse we threcten and they are ferced to listen, Se ae 3 December 214--...Beecuse it is New Year 1 went to aarket to eonfiseste beef and dean cakes. 

January $.--...0ut to confiseate things. Got etrow frome Chinese Men~ derin's house, It wes a wiserable seens, i 4 January 8,~~..,Pulled in Chinese peevers—by from the etreet for labour, At tho end gave then two or three cigarettes ench. F confizeuted the eigarettos from Chinese pesvers-by in the etreet, : ‘ January 17.++5..0rder Chinese to bring us fuel for hea: ed some wine and got érunk... lent eown town and bought two boxes of Peié 80 cents insteed of 60, The shopkeeper led ae to « pleee where I 
tg : Februsry 1i.—- ...0rdered to loot and kdl pl) the Chinese noar the fae~ tory. Geubled after supper, 

Februery 1 m—,.Confiseating seetion eane beck with captured ducks. & part did not return by derk. At eight they eome in ine disorderly way. Defeated remnants sttaeke? end fought thom. . ie 
te popular belief, not 11 people fled fron Jepanose upe fititone of people were too poor to becone honelees wanderers unless were age tuelly bombed out. In the Sanking erea thore wore many euch, Nor 4id they know 

: = 

Unwetercs They ref oy to the Jeneaspett, 4 Not thee Dut’ Pesctne’ to wsicoce, the invaders. They ran up to the Jepenses flag and the ecomsen people to submit - to Japanese rule. Trained in fowlsl obedienes, the people obeyed. From these gen- try the Japenese orgenised the Yet Chih Huei, or loes] pupret saintenanee committess
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and wonen, and clearing the market for comnercial wores of the conquerors. The members of these comittees got some 5f the crumbs of loot after the Japanese had finished, Sone beeane wealthy evon on the erunbs : Another ny rose veges which the Japanese bee | ree in thie region is the "Shuen Fu Pen" literally neaning “&nnounes—Corfort roup"). Its hesd 4s a Japenem 
ent it 4s butlt upon the same lines as the secret. or organizations of had, mony of whose monbere oro aative in it. The depanese have used thie sane kind 
of organisation in Sanchuria ané North China. 421 the Boum of a Ceesying Social sy 
stom naturally grevitetes towerd sueh en organieetion-—opium an? @pug sellers, pro 
fessional thugs, nurderers, petty thieves, an? the omlinery kind of gengeter found 
throughout the world. They sro Ben without even the rwinents of f or netional consciousness. Tho Japenese aleo dre: tate this orgenivetion 1 titute Lenoran ten who have fanilies to support, The headquarters e gith brenehe: in various other centre-, It hos open and secret breneher of 
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pa true news they brought in. Tf there we } and sose miserable wreteh pele with his life for i: F ’ Other agente of the Japenese nove over the countryside dressed monks or nuns, but their teck is military. They have signs 

suffer much fron them, They exauine all men and Leous "good nen badges” for cont: each. Woe betide the man who does not buy one. They go 4n sdévanee of the Japanese, and, with tha baintonence committe: prepare weleomen for aevencing Japa. nese troops. They sell little Japanese flags a the people who must buy or be brand ed as an “anti-Jepances eloment’, and help te prepare banquets and “comfort houses” % for the invader. These "covfort houses” are filled with eastive girls and young werrie? women taken from the common people. They are called “Hweng Chun ed Leo or "Confort Kouses for the Isperiel Army", seny of the Shuen Pu Pan bring up the of » Japanese evluna, ‘They are clad in Japanese wniforne ant aid in Looting ané kin- ® money in @ thousent ways; they step inte a man's hous you bave been hi@ing guerrilles here--for o sueh I wii not report . ; ese? they eaa go into # Bhop and take any- cerry Japene@ objects, ste as pena, watehes, knives; helt 
; pir 
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& ponth. then ter Drought no recults Japanese evluans agein bore down on villages, burning the: to the earth. But the people had beon taught to owaduate 
snd take everyWhing with thes. & fox were Giseoursg»d, but the wegobtty remain. ed true to the New Fourth drags
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