XI - 79 - 3. A Play About China

U. A letter to Miss Smedley from Yung Wung dated February, 28, -=--
discusses choice of Chinese names for the play.



Februafy 28

Dear liss Smedley,

1 was very glad to receive your letter. 1

have been wondering how you were getting along.

Now I will try to answer your questions.

b 5

The name of the General Mg Wang Shih-pu - how
about Yang ﬁzi-zﬂo? I think this would be easier
Tor an American audience tnan shih-pu. The young
officers would not call nhim "0ld Yang" but "Old
Uncle," which is respecttul but also arrectionate.
Do you think Chou Eﬁi—ylng would be all right,

and easier to pronounce? His close rriends would
call him Tai-ying.

How about £§b—chang 1or Wu's tirst name? or mayoe
Pao-ting? His wire wonld‘giil him by his rirst
name in the presence or rriends.

I think Lin Ehing is easier to say than Lin Yung.
Her close iriends, anda ner husband in the presence

o1 friends, would call her Lin Ching, because wnen

someone has a one-syllable first name ner last

name 1s :
8 used t00y It her nusband speaxs to ner



alone, he would ecall her just Ching, of-"my Chings
or "dear Ching."
idiers &7
5. "The 0ld Man" is a good name for the,ofticers to
call the geuneral when he is absent. “0ld Uncle“ is
% 48
good wnen aadressing him - it ig “Lap ST An
thinese. sut this is only Ior the two young ofr'icers

The others snould address nim as Commander-in-cniey,

Mrs. Lattimore came nere a 1ew weeks ago to
See her niece and me, and we naa a lovely tiwe. aer
niece has given me your pook for a birthday bresent,
and i am reading it, though 1 nave not [inished it
because L have so much nomework to do. wno_is the
actress from Shanghai who was your secreta;y? I nave
several Iriends {rom there wno Went 10 the nortn-westc.

iake good care or yourseli and nave a
pleasant trip. ii there is‘anytnlng more i1 can do to

help you witn tne play, pliease ask me! I would be very

very glad to help. You know I like you for a long time.
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