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(A small Chinese villaze in the mountains on the Central front in
vcr! early spring, 1940. A rn.ngo of mountalns stretch across the
dlstence far in the back and off stage, right, and from them comes the
intermittent roar of artillery and the occasional droning of planes,
Directly across the back of Gthe stage are a few houses of the village,
of mud and stone, with gray tiled roofs. The egentral bullding is more
substantial; a low, one-storey building with big wooden doors that are
swung open. This building in General wang's fleld headquarters.

An indication of the content of the exposed big room is given, with

the end of & erude table and beneches or chalrs, =nd a huge military
map on the wall., Books and papers on end of table. At the front of
the stage, left, is an overhanglng een tree and benmesth 1t a
long wooden table with ciude benches tables about it. The gable

1s a general work-kmkmxfamex table for field headguarters, covered with
pilles of paper-bound books, some half open; piles of m. an ink
n.b-tmhn-mluﬂn;ﬂ:m _
As the seene opens there is & ringing of a telephone inside

Two , Lao Tso and Shih-fu, patrol
tm-ﬁ : mmu‘ on and off stage right e
al : about 10 of dressed 1n a 3
soldler's uniforn, 1s sitting with his back
the tree, studying from & small c:ude pocket manual, his finger
up and down the page as he pronounces the words he is learning.

As the guard Lao Tso moves agcross the stage, he 1s often eating
a plece of raw garlic, taking some from his pocket and chewing at 1it.
The two headquarters guards olicn stop and listen and wateh the dlstant
rangze of mountains from which the roar of artillery comes.)

Kuo Ewe: (resding lsboriously) Manl--Humen being., 1 em a humen
being, You (pointing generally toward Shih-fu) are a héman
being. g (pointing into the air) is a human Deing. . .

Lao Tso: (laughin: gruffly, to Kuo Hwa) |Who's & human being? Him?
(pointing to Shih-fu.)

Kuo Hwa: (complacently) ¥You are a human being too.

Lao Tse: (laughing at Shih-fu a 1ittle) Shih-fu, didn't I tell you

we'ra progressing? VWe're all human beingsl

Kuo Ewa: They. . . ave umen beings.

Lao Tso: Who? ;

Fuo Hwa: It don't zay, huhltmm.nfathornﬂ“l.‘..-._
and Col. Wu of course. . '
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Shih-fus But not the old buzgard, Gemeral Li, I'll bet,

Euo Hwa: ‘Not him. ﬂt my father. . . ;

Shihefus His father againi} (To Kuo Hwa) He ain't your father, ¥ou
only adopt.ed. l#.n. : '

Kuo Hwa: (shrlilly) He sdopted mel He did toos. . « that time the

Jepanese devils killed my father and my mother,

Kiacknx : ‘

Saib-fu: Lissen, little devil, if Major-Gemeral Chou had really adopted
jou, you wouldn't be an orderly in this Army. You'd be sent away to
some rlch mmmtx boy's schooll

Kuo Hwag (oqlnmnﬂ But I don't ‘t to be sent to a rich boy's
school. Iutumqﬂ%wﬁM“
Jointho#nﬁﬂlnﬂﬂ‘htmmulo An' Iouhldll'lﬂym

Shib-fu: (laughing ironically) That's just what this front needs--a
whole Army of ten-year old koulmx kids!

Kuo hwa: You're just jealousl (Twming to his book and studying 1t,
puzzled) Now I forgot what them words means. . ., and our political
teacher sald they develop the mind.

Lao Tso: (halting, watching him) What develops the mind?
Kuo Hwag (Standing up and going to himj showing him the book) Them

words down heve at the bottom of the page. You csn reasd--you tell mes
Lao Tso: (te.ld.as the book) Why are there distinctions. .. betﬁm human
beings on the earth? (To Kuo Hvwa, paternalistically) All right,
now let's see you develop your mind.
Kuo Hwa: You're older'n me, and you've been in the Army & long time,

¥You tell me.
_Leo Tso: (chewing garlie) A1) right, T'11 do your thinkin! l'or sm

just this onee, . . Now, if you ask me, I'd say there are mum
between humen beinge becsuse some are rich and some are poor. Bub--
if the Japs win this war, there won't be no riech or poor. We'd all

v
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slaves, That's why we got a united front with everybody.

Shih-fu: And if you ask me, I'd sey it was elweys like thls end will
always be like this, and 1t's no use ImmmmioubckexzmssodRanxyamizg
for a spldier to learm to read and 'writo. All them lessons here
are jﬁlt a waste of time,

Leo Tso: (To 8hih-fu) Shih-fu, have you ever seen General Weng's big
black mle¥ :

Shih.fu: Of course I've seen him. Evérybody's seen him.

Lao Tso: Well, that big black mmle is a good mmle, He can carry a lote
‘He's been in this Army as long as you bave, and he's still a mule,

Euo Hwa: (laughing mmy 8t Shin-fu) An' n'n Jm n.n- M

omn't resd and write any better'a he eend

‘Shihefu: mtlvdnnmuﬁnm) T & man~amot & walel

~ . Lao Tso: There ain't much aifference 1f a man's as dwid as a mule,

Shih-fus There 2in't no mmmdx use leamin' to read when you're certain
to get killed sometime., It's all right for offigers,--blig offlsers,
Imesn. They don't get killed. . . not all of them snywaye
‘ Lao Tso: Wow dld they get to be offisers if they didn't study? General
Wang used %o be e soldler 1ike us., Now he's commander-in-chlef of
this front, (sharply) And who has to take orders from him?
Shih-fu: Mwomteomeoomrnyxtfonk Poor men Ilke us?
Lao Tse: And rich men like old General Li. 01d rich-man L1 has got te
take orders from poor-men Wang. | |
Kuo Hwa: ®hen I grow up I'11 be an officers teo. . . my father sayse «
Shih-fu: Aw, repe your father! He must of be¢n a rlch man's sone
Poor men like u=z won't get to be offlcers,
Kue Hwa: (harboring a secret with pleesure) Lao Tso willi Even if he's
Yot a bum leg, Lao Tao will, T lmow somethingl '
Lao Tso: (turning to him ploqmﬁtly) You know what?
Kuo Hwa; It's a nnztm-ioc_t_bﬂ :
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Lao Tso: (suddenly interested) Military secret? (putting his hand
in his pocket) What tbéut something to eat?

Kuo Hwas (mysterlously confident) I don't want none of your eld garliel

Lao Tso: (bringing out a handful of peanuts but holding onto them.) It's
not garlic. .+ « it's peanutsl Now, what about your military seeret?

Kuo Hwa; (hesitating, watohing the pesnuts) Well-l-1, I Jmmix heard 'em
talking. . . the political director and dol. V. « (He hesitates and
Lao Tso holds out his hand temptingly, waiting) An' they said that
you and some other men will be sent to the Army Training Camp,and
when you come back you'll be on the political staff and teach the
soldiers. Next mk maybe.

Leo Tsof (dropping the peanuts in Kuo Hwa's outstretehed hends, then
standing over him) Now look at what you've done. You took a bribe}
Suppose I was a Japanese spy! gu)man& J h)if«?w ‘{H‘* E"“ u"“’a ';

Kuo Hwa:; (complacently eating the peanuts) dwiesb-lesow you ain't no spy.
(A burst of shouting, followed by strains of the

breaks out from a distance in the rear, follow S84
s all turn and move toward the right of stage, ‘1111'.&)

Kuo Hwa: Lissenl! They're at the mass meetin?’, .'!ho women doctor's
are goln' to speakf{ I'm goin'.

Shih-fu: (shouting at him) No you don't!

Lao Tse: You're supposed to stay here. iaybo General Wang will want
some tea or want you to carry a message or lo_ntthhs.

Shih-fuy If you're not here, maybe he'll put you out of the Armyl

Kuo Hwa: (ocoming back) I ain't never heard a foreigner speakl

Lao Tso: Aw, she's golng to stay here. You'll hear her telk--you'll
see to thatl

(A burst of artillery fighting sounds from the mountains, with the
dull roar of plames. The boys turn and solemmly listen

Shih-fus (watching the mountains) We fight and fight--but XksgxaicxEs
the devils always win. I don't see what the mmmxgx war's about.
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Lao Tsot (smaged) You don't know what it's about--after four years?

Kuo Hwa: (proudly) 1 know.

shih-fu: (sarcastically) I suppose your "father" told youl

Kuo Hwas (shrilly) Yes he did, smarty, but I ain't goin' to tell you.

Lao Tsey (peternalistically patting Euo Hwa's back) You got to learn to
‘keep your temper in an Army. Suppose you tell me what the war's about.

Kuo Hwa: We're goin' to chase the devils out eand then there won't be
no rich and no poor, but everybody will be equal., And men that
grow rice will have rice %o eat. Them that weave cloth will have
clothes to wear. :

Lao Tsoi wweee=buyt And there'll be work for everybedy and every one
can get an education and it won't cost a copper.

Shih-fus (pessimistically)We'll all be dead by them. (To Lao Tse) You
. already got & bum leg. i
Leo Tses (patrolling) And what happened to the Jap that gave it to me?

« « « He was sent home 1n a little square box--a box of ashes.

(ruefully) Sure--I can't fight like I used to. But I can do other
things, and if the little devil's not lyin', I'1l soon be teachin'
you not to be backwardl (Shih-fu kicks the gravel thoughtfully)
A man ought to be an example to others. . . mdon'f want tobi
‘ 1ike Genersl ILi's soldiers, do you?
Shih-fu:; They fight all right.
Leo Tso: They ﬁn't. They just do the best they can. They'd fight
better if they lmew what the war was about. '
(A venewed burst of fighting and the drone of planes come from the
mountains, The three boys go to the far mizm right edge of stage
and turn to watch and listen, talking as they listen)
Shih-fus If we don't get killed, men 1ike us will have to go back and
work for some rapin' landlord like General Li.

((General Li and Col. Chen come on n'.go, front, left, under the
tree, unobserved, as Shih-fu speaks, stop and listen.)
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Lao Tsos Not mel mmhsns- goin' to Dbe dufomt after the war,
if they ain't, I'll join the guerrillas. I M:;::;.gncﬂlllu
have got schools for soldiers--and clubs and fmuyex and everything.
The officers and soldlers dress and eat alike, and the offiecers can't
cuss end beat the soldiers like some of 'em do in General Li's
Army.

shih-fus They say the guerrillas are right over there behind the Jap
aavils--blowing out bridges and tearin' up the roads.

Lao Tso: Sure they arel Some of 'em come in here today.

fisied :
Shih-fus I heard some of tem talking. They had a good story. Have you
heard 1%? '
Lao Tso: No, what 1s 1%7
auui-m Tt's about two of General Ii's officers. .OnI officer sald to
the others "Imld you rather be in the infantry or in the cavalry”.
The other one said: "In the infantry, of course,” That surprised
ﬂn other guy and he asked him why, and the other officer sald:
“"Because, when I start runnin', I don't want no horse interferin!
with mel" '
(The boys hoop with laughter, General Li stiffens in fury and
mekes & step forward. The boys hear and kmmx swing around xmkfky
swiftly and stend petrified as they see General Li.) _
The two guardss (together) Salute, General Lil
(Euo M runs behind Lao Tso, holds onto his uko‘t and watches
foanuidy et las Sogls 45, guprre 1 melks meshe¥
»
general Li: (berking) Who's teaching you dis.rnput for orﬁunf
Lao Tso: Nobody, Sir. i :
Genmersl Lis (To Shih-fu, barking) Is the Commander-in-chief here?
shih-fu: (jumping as 1f shot) Yes Sir,« « no sir. + « I'11 go ses,
sirl (Ho tums and flees inside building in bask.)

General Li: (walking menacingly toward Lac Tso) And youl You. .« «
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(As he comes up to Lao Tse, he stops suddenly and steps back,
covering his nose with his hand) = You've been eating garliel

You stinlkl

Lso Tso: (stiffly at attention) Yes, sir

Kuo m; (breaking from Lao Tso
pleking up a stone and

(He flees from &

s to baek right of
it at General Ii)

Lao Tso: (%

off stage after Kuo Hwa

(Genoral Li stends as if petrified from smazed fury, then bwwas slowly

rﬁ&:l&.mnmb;uumy-mmmm. General Li

General Lis x@akxxgumx (with angry irony) My desr Col. Chenl Allow me
uhmmumiwumammqw*
Armyf on the Central China frontl The headquarters of our ‘
commander-in-mixftx chief, General Wang Shxiadutx Shih-pul
(in fury) This, my dear Sir, is an Armyl It's guards curse and
throw stones at their offigers--and their officers are at a mass
meeting with the soldiers--to hear a bunch of females speakl
(Wealks .dmdly to the table and sits down on a beneh)

Gol. Chen: And I presume that General Wang 1s also at the meeting?

General Li: Exactlyl The wife of his ehief-of-staff has come. The
war stops while she and a forelgner delivers speeches to the
soldlersl

Gol. Chen: (coldly instigating him) While the enemy 1s throwing re-
enforcements against one of your divislens on that Yangchow fmx
sector over there? (nodding at the mountains)

General Ii: Exactly! And while Chou's division loiters somewhere in
the Pear--holding mess meetings no doubtl (furlously) While
my division over there is ordered to hold out another twenty-four
hoursl
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Gol, Chens (instigating him) Does General Wang really believe that
throe companies can mmkmxmmy make any lupression on thls front®

Genersl Li: The 014 Men 1s senilel MR

Cols Chen: But this Genersl Chou isn'ti Just when will/his Division
got here?

General Ll: (sirily) Oh, Chou's slready herel At the mass meeting
undoubtedly. His division? (waves his arms vaguely) He finds
plenty of excuses. . . say his division has not yet been replenished
and trained sufficiently after the Supxx enemy finished 1t off four
months agos It could have moved up here & month ago 1f 1t mesesxmak
414 not have dozens of student redicals who think soldlers are better
fighters A€ they Ban read and write and ere teught “"political®
knowledgel Now that women doctors are coming, it won't be long
before all the armles will be demanding womenj

Cols Chen: In the rear, we heard Chou's division consisted of erack
 storm BYoops. » « that's why Ohou was desarated,

General Lis We who served the State in the rear for years, received no
decorations, but at the front, men whose mouths sre still wet with
their mother's milk ere made Major-Generals}  Just betwoen us, half
the reports general Wang sends in about his xemyx own Ammy are lles} |
Shat elce can we @xpect of & man who worked with the Japs before the war
and even after the war began? {nastily) A puppetl Bx~puppetl

Gol, Chens (sharply) Some people tiink that a man who has been & puppet
once would bocome one againe-if he had a chance, (instigating Li) But
he now has a big face--and influence--in certain MNEEX quarterss

General Li: (as if instrucing & echild) Sit down, Col, Chen, . « Ghina
is big and the Cepital is far away, Some men in the rear think the @1d
Man has lived down his past.mmt He's never left the battlefield since

the war began, they saye Have you thought why he has never left
the battlefield? (significantly) Not from patriotisme-but because
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of & gulity conseioncel (lupressively) And why hos RiguSRERAGIX

Ghouts Division beem decimated half & dozen times? Not beosuse it could
fight=-but because 1% could mot fight, Student “sducabors" have ,
demorslized Modmgx 16§ Obou even has & professor on his political stafs
- -=to teach him political solence}

Col, Ohen: (sontemptucusly) Is he so naive?

Chou: Nalve? Prom what I've seen of him, he sounds like & Commmistle .
Disgulsed of course, (Chen turne on him suddenly) Who elise but &
Commmnist would eall his father a traitor?

Col. Chen: His father a traitord

Genoral Li: I mesn Old ¥an Wang The 0ld Man had no sons of his ownee
impotent, no doudty (he laughs) Twe young men are iike the 01d Man's
sona, huﬁumhmummmm-tm,n.
~-that siolly fellow you met at my headquarters last night, Now 1t was
mmommm-mawmmmmhn. The 014
mnmptmu.mmummoum“
through the Japanese 1ines te Chou's Army, then followed him, and
the two mmmusx young fellows turmed everything over to hime

Ool. Ghens A Soushing story--almost filial pletyd

~ General Lis (“M)_uuwml It is they who sontrel

- MGe SIS WD T9v hewrd Whet theu hes & Siies Bdie s
Mu-nmwmmu,mw
kow-tows to everything the 61d Man says and does, You see, i%s &
family affelr here--almost 1lke the Foly Sxtwx Trinity of the
Christiens--the Father, Son and Holy Ghosti  (Ho leughs heartily at
hie own joke.) mummmmmums«mum
mhllhhﬂthm-ﬂm .

Gols Ohons Is Sk Ghief-of-Staff Mue « also & @iagulsed Commelgt?

o-m;m Who Imows? He was onece a rrofessor--and you know what these
professional intellectuals arel ITCRGCAUI IIOHEIPIIETITNE
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Avound here he's not reelly the Ohlefeof-staff, but @ kind of
Amunmwmmmmmmhm
mw--mxmmmwu.mu. Thelr Army newspaper
u-mawammﬁmwm
like Commmismi

Col. Cheng m'omsmmmwummm
defence pukmx positions of Commmismd

General 14s But it's ppresding like wild Siwmt fire, everywherel

Gol. Ghen: Ho longer, Gemersl Li} We have ways of proventing thatl
(msm“w'mm*mi-u-u.
who studies 1%.)

Gemeral Li: (impressed, rebwning 1t) 4hi Now I undorstand)

Cols Cheni mmmwmcm

General Lit Nore then thate-I am at your service, Cols Chend

Gole Chen: (mmwsommm.pumum)
mmmpmsmwmm”mnm
eny time, A lew unbto 1bself]

General Li: You will be sble to meke meny desireble changes on this
front=-if you work cerefullyl

Cols Chen: (Whm“ﬂnﬁcwﬂﬂcmﬁtﬂmm
mmmmwmmzu,/m“;::&ﬂ
publishing company? Hotihing cen now spposr without our approvall
(M)nm&”dwum
correspondentse Those that try to ovade the censorship will soen
be so useless that their papere will have to withdvew thems Ohy
we have loarned, General Li--we've had an ezcellently-trained German
to teash us thelr system. You ought to see our dossiers of men
trying to smugsle dengorous thoughts into tho press] They think M
thenselves olover--Noomomemouzmodmney some of thom recently
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tried to smuggle dangerous thoughts into the country by translating
a book oi poems by a foroianr--;a fellow named Burms--Robert Burns.
General Li: That 1s perhaps merely a ﬁon-nlmc for some Commmunistl
Col. Chen: ®REmk Doubtless. Anyway, we censored most of it--and filed the
dengerous parts for use against the author when we locate him.
General Li: (enthusiastically) At lastl (turning suddenly to the table)
You might Degin your work here. (picking up some of the kmmkmk book.

Chen glanees about, then takes a note-book from his pocket end begins to
list the titles and publishers of the books on the table.)

Chen; Most of this seems be military, Ah-h-hl History of Demoecratic
ThoughB! (makes a note, turns to the red cover) It's Dound in red]

Here is another foreign book, (reading in monosyllables) Doc-tor
Arrow-smith, Dy Sin-clair Lew-is., (%o L1) Have you ever heard of such
a foreign writer?  (he makes note of the title)
Genersl Li: HNever! (taking the book) This was perhaps brought here by the
Son or the Holy Ghost. There may not even be such a foreign writer.
Col. Chen: (taking up a thin, small booklet, turning pages) This seems %o
be a diary of some kindl
General Li: (taking the booklet, glancing through it, then returning 1t to
Chen) That's the handwriting of General Wang. . « 1t's nothing but
chicken scbatches--he has no real educationl (ho_ walks about in jubilatlon
as Chen reads passages, reading absent-mindedly as Chen reads) Col. Chen,
have you ever thought Zmmkxamz about the reason our native clty,Hangehow. .
Cols Chen: Are you a Hangehow men also? ‘
General Li: (laughing self-conseiously) Oh yes! My family has lived in the
southwest for only five centuries. Our native home is Hangchow. .« .
Bou,. have you ever thoughy why Hangehow produced the best brains of
our country?
Cols Chen: Why? ‘
General Lis (philosophically) Consider its mild climate, the gentle
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Bills, the placid lake, the groat wealthy families ande-ahj--the
wines{ No one had bo work for & 1iving. So all i energy sould flow
to the braial

Gol. Chens (resding) You are a true scholar, Yemeral Li.

Goperal Li; (hypocriscicelly waving the remark aside) A humble one, only.

© Now, consider the harsh northern climate, Yen hed to lebor so hard
to keep allve that they have had nothing left for the braines « Take
Genoral Wange-a KEEx glant of & mene-with the mind of & chlld, He
says just what he thinkse-and he thinks out loudl Why, anyone cen
sutwit himj

‘Col, Chen: (MM'!&.M I--h-n -n
mﬂ”“ .

_i-nlm Exaotlyl ummmumm Good fightersee

 bub o bralma, Takes a century for them o get en idea into thelr

heads--then bhoy mever get over it, (laughing at his own thought)

Now they've got the idea of fighing the Japs in thelir siulls, and

| they'l) go right on fighting them for mother eenturyl

 Gole Chen: These northemers get fimations, (he slips General Wang's
alary carefully in his Jacket pocket and folds the flap down) This
Army wowld surely mot go oa fighting Mux if the Governmont scocpted
mwmm.xm Aﬁumm_
is half-starved and wante peacs,

General Li: It's half ssarved--but it won't make peacs--not for a hundred
yoarsi J

Oal..m Suppose the Govermment ordered General %ang to lay down his
armse-and he ordered his troops to obey?

General Lis u'oummmotuanmmmymw

m‘m’ /
Col. Chens memmmw :
Lis t up the ioly Trinity? You can't. The 0lc Men has

m.m'cmmmml-uhqnu '
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Gonoral 14: (omutiously) You mkghkwgskx can gel enough ovidence
here to have them all transforred, _

Cel,s Chens mmtummluum,mubcm-m-m-“

- command this front, :

. ‘-wnua (protesting, but plessed) I really am quite a Small

Gole Chen: Leave that to others te deelde, Gemeral Ii] (carefully)
CGonsldering his own dark past, what does Yenersl vang think of
the colloboration of Wang Ching=wed snd the Japanese, in Nanking?

Gemorel Li: Calle him 8 tralter -sto be Dehesded if sapburedi Waleh he ial

Cole Chenms -—-mmumm 1 myself
resarve Judgnents lﬂm*“““km
mnm*tmunm ‘hen he ls strong
mh@ﬁnm:%ltmti fle plready has enough power
to ralse the nablonal flag over Hamlking--bub with a slight sddltions

Genoral Ll: An additient '

Gol, Chen: Yoe, -m—ummm—m—-mm
People's Anti-Commnist Governmontid Ein

General Ii: #h} (sharply) But his troops fight usl

Cols Chens Mot really] Thoy fight only the guerrilias--and the guerrillas
have Commnist commenderse (thoughtfully) You see, the country
1o becoming so Lmpoverished by the wer that it ia begoming a seede
bod of revolutiom, :

. Gemerel 11y (shosked) 1Is it so bad? imat does the Senevalissimo Shink?

Col. Chen: Who Imowsy Ho soems stiff-necked about the Jepanese, But
pressure night be brought against himy--by the armles, for instance,
Mwau'mmsmmmm'um
to lay down thelr amms, a way might be found to peace, But some
Amies and some Generals cannot be trusted to obey orders fvem



14

their superiors, :

Gemeral Li: That 1s a reflectlon of the gemeral confusion and

| domovelisaticn of the countrye-and the sproed of foreign thoughbe
Poople mxmxforgmktiooax have contempt for our amclent virtues of
loyalty and obediences _ '

Gol, Ghmy (slowly) Bub tho country is forbunate bo have/SEROLATS

| stogowmdsy wio sro also Goneralses ErEmmmEOERREEREE
shagis.-non old enough to have wisdom, young enough to have quick,
elastic minds (carefully) 1ike yourself, Sueh men are loyal
%o the Staiey yet have no w-fizmationsi '

Generel Ti: ZHmy The Gemerelissie has only bo commend mes Ny entire
Mhﬂﬂﬂmﬂﬂbwﬂﬁ
comntry, one party, one leader,"

Col. Ghen: All mem of honor kmow that--your fame has spread everwhere,

tms-unmmuwmﬂfamu um'
m order, Pells nﬁ'}m& m' m"“:";i:,&”-".,.c. is
umod:a.)

General Lis The mase meeting has ended, Now we can get on with the war}
They talk from morning to night, Nem who-talk rmoh, lmow 1ibtled
{Cols Wa and Dr, Lin come on stage buk.rigbt,heldhg“
She Deu S S0 Geupe Bis wife's hesl mveietige) T e

Gol, Was Well, Gemeral Li§ And Cole Cheni Ve expected you at the
meeting Lo welscome our new madleal volunteers! Let me introduse
ono of theme-uy wife, Dre Lin Tung, ¢ « General Li, commander
of one of the Amles on this fronts o » And Cols Chen, his new
Pollitical Director. (The two officers and Dr, DLin bow politely
fronm a distance) : :

Gemeral Li: (politely) Sorry we could not attend ihe meeting of
woleowe o brave womens « the war keeps we too Luay. -

Cols Wu; Have you see the Coumanderwin-chiefy
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Genersl L3 I umderateod he was at the mesbingd
Gol, Wa: Oh, no. 'mmmmrtoutouhmumlnﬂ'
~ hae not even found btimo to sleep for the past forty-eight hourss
Things piled up=-he's been in conferences all days .
Drs Ling The meoting was mob Just to welcome the Americsn mxms nurse and
myself. It ves also a ferovell for the troops moving up to the fremts
Cols Wus (Lo Gemeral Li) mwuamuwm
mwn-mmuumupumxwmm
Oemeral engs TYoss We Gisagreed--thoy are oo fow--but he 1s the

Conmander-in-chief, 1 can m
CEERETE B S T A

Chous (To Frances) unmmmﬁuwanu
golng o work at the fronts
Col. Wus (going toward them) 8o you've oomej Miss otone, this is
Ggnoral Lis ¢ » &nd this ls Colonel Chen, (To the officors) Miss
Stone is an Amoricen nurse who caue wp with my wife, (They all Dowe
Ghou replaces the plstol in his holster end goes towerd the twe
offigerse) Gemeral Li§ Col. Smmgx Chen, wo're glad Go heve men
- 1ike you hevel (The two men exchsnge name cards and bow politely)
Cole Chen: I'm glad 5o be here at lasti (Tuwralng to Frsnces) ItV
wmsual to find & foreigner al ths front, Niss Stons, We didn't
reall,e that Americans ave that mueh interested in our war,
Prences: Some ares (She tums away, as if rebukeds)
Chous (@iecldy) . Mmhtuummms.om..imum-l
Chincse and Chinese, Col, Chens
General Li: m..mxmwmmswot*
 ladles o the dengers of tho fvents
Dry Ling There is no safo place anywherc, nows S
:‘&Wtqmmmmmu
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Ohou: (To Frances) m. twy 1t yourself, (The two of them bond over

the weapon)
Col. Was  (Teking Ltea from the table and handing one each o
" "Ghen and L1 snd his wife, them 1ighting them, Mo does mot take

one himself,) These cigarettes were captured from the NNy
Wronatbd.

General Li: (To Iry Lin) mm-unmmm.mm
But I was Just telling Col, Chen that our younger people seem to
mmm-mm.mmmuu
foreign ldeass : |
(Chou looks wp end 1istens, as dees Pranses,) :

Dre Lint (politely but very sharp) You could herdly say thet S our
young people submitted to the Japanese at eny time, It was the
and after 1951 they submitted to the Japsnese conguest of Menehuria
--and even made seeret treatics with themd o

Chout (decisively) Nor wes 1t our younger people who brought in the
Germen Hilitery Adviserse-and intreduced Faseist idess end
institutions into the countryd It is the older gemeration,
primerily, who have accepted the foreign religlon, Christianityl

Gemorsl Li; I am not & Christiam, but let us be falr sbout the Germanss

- After 1%, the Germans have not done so badly by their cowntryl
mmmmmmmuummmui
tumbling before themd : ‘

Chous Trus--and the Japanese are trying to subject us in the same wayh

Dre Iiny But we will never submiti Our younger generations will never
~ 8ccept ikmx Faseimme-nor the spider-web of our decayed enolent
virtuess We will fight only for the 1iberty and equality of the
modern world) {Chou moves to Dr, Lin's uih.)

Col. Mu: (trying to prevent a clash) ¥y wife has decided opiniens,
Genoral Lis Our modern women. « »
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@eneral 1l (ocooly) I never argue with a womand _

Pry Ling tmm-ﬂﬂkmtlmwnh-!W“

Genersal Lis tmud:) 1 am 2 realiste-s military man}

Gole a3 (going to his wife's side protestingly) Do not lose your
tampere » o » :

Dry Ling !t-dnnm n-n.mamw-m -
 steps towerd him engrily) You men €11 stend togotheri You expest
us women to keep silent and obeyl

Cols Wa: tmmn wumnmmrmuunm
lifed Iﬂ'ﬂl“l&o

Dre Lims mmmmmbmm IM“
i'm sorzyd

General Lis Mpummmmdma-hm ﬂoﬁ
we onme howe, nob to talk, bub to 800 the fommander-ineehlefy B
has not yet met Col, Chens

Cole YMs FHo ghould have time now, I will see, Como. (wa goes toward
wmmummmm &wﬂ*
to them tc walt) mﬂtm tm:r-m-emm
| 1ight cligavettes, and telk in undertonoss Chou hac retumned to
mumm«ampimw.m.umﬂ_

br. Lin: Mumuuﬂm.mm.
mwn“-nn-u) That ave mumn&““
Pronces?

Ghous (emiling st her) I'm going to glve you both plstols--and teach
~ you how to use heme :
Dre Lint Wo'se Bud Cross workers-we're not eupposed to carry weapensy
Chous (sulling) Il sdmit you might got along without them, But if
gou eve thinking of Intemetional law, I'm surprised, The Japs

. don't, Now Prancess + « may I oall you thab?
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Francesy; (Hositatingly) If you wish,

Chou; Ny name's Tien-ying. Now try 1t again. Take out the slip first,
(The three of them bend over the pistol) Now Lin Yung, you bry.
(Dr, Lin takes the plstel and begins working over 1t.)

Dr, Lin: 1It's & very nice pistoldl

Chous Captured from the enemy. We've got all sorts of things heree
even some Japanese captivess « « brought in teday, (To Dr, Lin)
the Japenese tell thelr troops that we will torture them te death
Af they are captured, (laughing) You might do that--by lecturing
them about modern women} I would serve them damm well right}

(S " SR e e o S e e et

General Vang: (morese and weary) Sorry to have kept you walting,
General Li. (To Col. Chen) You're Col: Chen, I understand,
I hed heard you had come--you're more than welcome here. (They
walk toward the table) Sit down, gentlemeni (Thoy all sit down
and an orderly comes from building in back with a stack of rice
bowls and a big black kettel of boiling water. IHe places a bowl
before each man, takes & small paper sack of tea from his pocket,
‘drops some In each bowl, then pours water over it, and withdraws.)

Chous (To Frances and Dr, Lin: Now come and I'll give you your first

shooting lessonl

(General Wang turns to raises a finger of greeting, which

Chou returns, as they start to go off stage right.)
Dre Lin: (To Chou) General Wemg says we can't go up with your Division

tonight.

Chous (To Frances) Do you alse want to come?

Franges: Of coursel

Chous What I don't understand ia why you didn't come up here long agol
(They exit, tallking)
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General Ii: (To General Wang) You look tired, General Wang, The
war tells on a man of your age.

General Wengs It's only the lack of sleep. As I told you, the
re-enforeements will begin to move up to re-enforce your divisien
when it grows dark. '

General Lis The enemy seems to be massing §roops against my Divisien
over there.

General Wang: Ve lmow, But Chou's Division will take over from it
m-muumwmw. We have to
manage with what we have, There's not enough of anything on this
fronts. How the guerrilias have sent men for demolition--and we have
nones

Gol. chems (quiekly) Jhich guerrillas?

General vangs It's a Storm Guerrilla Dotachment over there in the rear
of the enemy--they're eivilians who eaptured thelir weapons from the
Japss They can't take out conemete or steel bridges with their
Exx teeth.

Oole Chen: But those guerrillas are illogel, The G-vernment has
forbidden them to operate in this War Zone. A

'm(w; Illegal? I'm & military man, not &
lawyer, hmhhﬂhu&f«%uutmt:wu.

Cole Chen: It is my information that thoy don't fight--they just move
about end stir up the people.  MEEKERXKNEICUKEXEMEUUHIRE

General Weng: MkSguotmiamfxtk®x You would hardly say that there is
m-unmunmﬁr.mam :

Col, Chens u:mua—mu'umnmco—nm'

 General wangs What 1f they aret

Col. Chens lntwmlad_themmhuunlﬁhmdm-



_ Gols Wus But there have been no offlclals over there since the Japanese

ocoupationl! mramrmndmnmmu everywhere--until the
guerrillas arese and drove them out, The enemy is now driven back to
a fow big walled tows. The countryside is in the hands of the people,
end they have to have some kind of adminlstration.

Gemorsl Ti: But Juwdky you would hardly contend that Mucummpim illiterate
fishermen end peasants oare capeble of electing thelr own offlcialsi
That is a foreign idea of "democrasy”.

Col., Wus What kind of democracy would you approve of?

General L1y Our own anclent kind--government for the people, but not by
them, That has always given our soclal system stabllity and security.

Cole Wuy Sounds 1ike feudal absolutism to med That's bankruptl

Gemeral Li: It's bankrupt only becsuse mmmxstximwxsagess ignorant men of
low degree have been sble to rise to positions of power. (Gemeral Wang
slowly stends up s L1 speaks, end Li and Chen also arise.) It is
qmmauummn-wmuhmmmm,
men have not studied the (lassies, and have contempt for our own system
and virtues.

Genoral Weng: I also used to velieve in our anclent system end virtues.
I lived by them for half a contury, Xiockesocmmst

Genersl Li: Pardon me, but perhaps you did not study deeply emoughl

Ssmaxsy Col. Wui (stepping to Gemeral Wang's side) Nany of the traitors
working with the Japs today are Classical scholarsi

Genoral wang: (interrupting him) xiulmitmtxumt.uno:
great leaning. Wuqu“ntmuutouxm
that our ancient system and tnought sulted only the times in which 1%
took root, For over a century now, that system hes failed to protect
our country and peoples So I listen when younger men speak. It 1s
they, not I, who must live on after I am dead, They have a right
to a eiviligation which suits their needs--and protects thems
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. Gemeral Li: Our Classics taught eternal truthsi
" Gemeral Weng: (slowly) You are both men of education, Thus you cannot
but see that the Japanese are also teaching our Classics to our people
- in enemywoocupied territoryl Ihey have burmed modern histories and
re-written text-books for our childrem. They Zmxgx teach Confuclan
ethics of fillal piety, bemnevolonce, loyalty and obedience to the
Govermment that rules them, Is that because the enemy has suddenly
fallen in leve with us? (decisively) There are times when obedience
een lead to orimes against the countryl
Cols Chen: (involuntarily) ahl
General “eng: (staring at kimx him, then slowly slumping down in his chair)
1 cen only say that 1t 1s within the power of the Government to remove
me from commend, should it find me lacking either by virtue of my
inowledge or my deedss Until them, $t is my conviction that the
guerrillas are a military necessity, (To Ii) I shall report this
to the Govermment, and suggest you do the seme, Our radio is at your
alsposal, and nothing you wish to report will be omitted. ‘
Col, Wai (trying to convice Ii and Chen) We have & cavalry battalion
in the enemy rear, cooperating with the guerrillas. You may read
their reports. The guerrillas fight as best they can, though they
have only four thous.nd rifles and ten rounds or less of ammmnition
each, = And they have ceptured Japanese prisoners--it is not easy to
do thatd
General Li: (proudly) My troops have also captured prisoners--not Japanese
I'11 admit, They are Chinese puppet traitors operating with the enemy.
« « « portherners 1 belleve, They are being sent hore.
Goneral Weng: That is excellent, We may be gble to learn more about enemy
. re-enforcements. .
Genersl Ii: But--I would not belleve that the gmerrillss captured Japanese
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i unless I saw them myself.

Genorsl Wengs (rising wearlly) So you shall, The guerrillas brought them
in today. (To Col. ¥u) mmn&&-mtw
interpret for thems (To General Li and Chen) I eould get nothing
out of theme-perhaps you can. Come back here whem you have finished,

Cole "ags (To Li end Chen) Come this waye + »

Wa leads the two offlcers off : M.Oﬂnli..
-‘mm Muﬂn-m.m-mmm
after them. removes his cap and places it on the teble,
rubs his head and face)

Generel Weangs Puppets « « traltore . « they never forgeti (ust«u).
mean tha
mndmmmuwm.h '

(A sucden outburst of f: comes from the mountain
B e BalE sy Haberlin) B v bk tenintend
- yubbing his head)

My head 1s greys . . EEXSmxmAxXmtmmuoc: my 14fe--dust end sand.

(Prom the mountains dome the dull drone of bombers growing ever
nearer, )

Soon regrets will be too late. :mm...wmmw- :
(ﬂmna:lrw. n-tuotra:lm.u?aamu‘
mby- eound an air-rald ollowed

the sound mtm’ﬁr .abhﬂv:{m.

with
-hu”pﬂumtz%hﬂtbmﬁ*
General They race watch skies as xmmxk
lmtquu.mtmm or sesing) -
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