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(A small Chinese villaze in the mountains on t
he Central front in 

v early spring, 1940. Ar of mountains stretch across the 

distance far in the back and off stage, right, and from them comes the 

intermittent roar of artillery and the occasio
nal droning of planes. 

Directly across the back of the stage are a few 
houses of the village, 

of md and stone, with gray tiled roofs. The central building is more 

substantial; a low, one-storey pbuilding with big wooden doors that are 

swung open. This building in General Wang's field headq
uarters. 

An indication of the eontent of the exposed big 
room is given, with 

the end of a crude table and benches or chair
s, end a huge military 

map-on the wall. Books and papers on end of table. At the front of 

the stage, left, is an overhanging een tree and beneath it a 

long wooden table with crude benches tables about it. The gable 

is a general work-kakextsxx table for field he
adquarters, covered with 

piles of paper-bound books, some half open; piles of 
meeemse an ink 

Slab and brushes in an enamel drinking cup; 
mubuocmEx articles. _ 

As the seene opens there is @ ringing of a tele
phone inside pe butdings 

Two » Lao Tso and Shih-fu, patrol 1 

Eoeah Sefore the Cultatie, go ae Se ee : é ‘Kuo Hwa, 

a orderly abou ° ssed 

soldier's uniform, mamx pad ow is sitting with his beck 

the tree, studying from a small cvude pocket ma
nual, his finger 

up and down the page as he pronounces the words he is learning. 

As the guard Lao Tso moves across the stage, he is often eating 

a piece of raw garlic, taking some from his po
cket end chewing at it. 

{The two headquarters guards often stop and li
sten and wateh the distant 

range of mountains from which the roar of arti
llery comes.) 

kuo Ewa: (reading laboriously) Man!--Humen being. J am @ human 

being. You (pointing generally toward Shih-fu) are a himan
 

being. He (pointing into the air) is a human beings « + 

Lao Tso: (laughins gruffly, to Kuo Hwa) Who's @ human being? Him? 

(pointing to Shih-fu.) 

Kuc Hwa: (eomplacently) You are a human being toos 

Lao Teo: (laughing at Shih-fu a little) Shih-fu, didn't I tell you 

we're progressing? We're all human beings! 

Kuo Hwa: They. . . are human beings. 

Lao Tso: Who? 

Huo Hwa: It don't say, but it means my father end General W
ang « + « 

and Gol. Wu of course.
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Sbhih-fu; But not the old buzgard, General Li, I'11 vet. 

Kuo Hwa; ‘Not him. But my father. .. 

Shih-fu: His father again} (fo Kuo Hwa) He ain't your father, You 

only adopted hin. : 

Kuo Hwa: (shriliy) He adopted met He did too. . . that time the 

Japanese devils killed my father and my mother, 

Rina : 

Shin-fur Lissen, little devil, 1f Major-General Ghou hed really adopted 
you, you wouldn't be an orderly in this Army. You'd be sent away to 

sone rich mucts boy's schoolj 

Kuo Hwa; (complacently) But I don't want to be sent to a rich boy's 

school. + want to grow up snd Set eebeptumed Japanese pistol ent 
join the cavalry and fight the devils. An! I could do it now, toot 

Shih-fu; (laughing ironically) That's just what this front needs--a 

whole Army of ten-year old kimutux kids! 

Kuo wa: You're just jealous! (Turning to his book and studying it, 

puzzled) Now I forgot what them words means. . . and our political 

teacher said they develop the mind, 

Lao Tso; (halting, watching him) What develops the mind? 
Kuo Hwa; (Standing up and going to him; showing him the book) Them 

words dom here at the bottom of the pags. You can read--you tell mes 

Lao Tso: (taking the book) Why are there distinctions. .. between humen 

beings on the earth? (To Kuo Hwa, paternalistically) All right, 

now let's see you develop your mind. 

Kuo Hwa: You're oldertn me, and you've been in the ap @ long time. 

You tell me. : 

Leo’ Tso: (chewing garlic) All right, I'll do your thinkin! for just 

just this once. . . Now, if you ask me, I'd say there are distinctions 

betwoon human beings because some are rich and some are poor, But-- 

4f the Japs win this war, there won't be no rich or poor. Wetd all 

\
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Slaves, That's why we got a united front with everybody. 

Shih-fus And if you ask me, I'd sey it was elweys like thia end will 

always be like this, and it's no use Smeniodockeommmhokeuxyomiee 

for a soldier to learn to read and eke All them lessons here 

are just a waste of time. 

Leo Tso; (To Shih-fu) Shih-fu, have you ever seen General Wang's big 

black mile? 

Shih-fu: Of course I've seen him. Everybody's seen him, 

Lao Tso: Well, that big black mule is a good mile, He can carry a lote 

He's been in this Arey as long as you have, and he's still a mle. 

Kuo Hwa; (laughing shriaty at Shih-fu) An’ you're. just cove = hin=you 

‘Shih-fu: ‘Gude s walk tng at Foo fen) rhs meet 6 

\ Lao Tso: Thore ain't much aifference if a man's as dub as a mules — 

Sbih-fu: There ain't no mmmax use learnin' to read when you're certain 

to get killed sometime, It's all right for officers,--big officers, 

_Imeen, They don't get Irilled. . . not all of them anyway. 

“Yeo Tso: How did they get to be officers if they didn't study? General 

Wang used to be a soldier like us. Now he's conmmander-in-chief of 

this front. (sharply) And who has to take orders from him? 

Shih-fu: Mwodtexgmoomanzxtixmk Boor men like us? 

Lao Tso: And rich men like old General Li. Old rich-man Li has got to 

take orders from poor-man Wang. 

Kuo Hwa: When I grow up I'l] be an officers too. . . my father sayse « « 

Shih-fu; Aw, repe your father? He must of been a rich man's Sofie 

Poor mon like us won't get to be officers. 

Kuo Hwa: (harboring a secret with pleasure) Lao Tso willj Sven if he's 

bot a bum leg, Lao Tso will. I know something3 

Leo Tso: (turning to him pleasantly) You know what? 

Kuo Hwa; It's a militery seorett



4 

Lao Tso: (suddenly interested) Military secret? (putting his hand 

in his pocket) What about something to eat? 

Kuo Hwa; (mysteriously confident) I don't want none of your old garlic! 

Lao Tso; (bringing out a handful of peanuts but holding onto them.) It's 

not garlic. . . it's peanuts! Now, what about your military secret? 

Kuo Hwa; (hesitating, watching the peanuts) Well-l-1, I kmmtx heard tem 
talking. . . the political director and Gol. Wu. . (He hesitates and 

Lao Tso holds out his hand temptingly, waiting) An' they said that 

you and some other men will be sent to the Army Training Camp,and 

when you come back you'll be on the political staff and teach the 

soldiers, Wext week maybe. 
Leo Tso¢ (dropping the peanuts in Kuo Hwats outstretched hands, then 

standing over him) Now look at what you've done. You took a bribe} 

Suppose I was a Japanese spy! Sup pre § hepa’ ‘ao e —- : 

Kuo Hwa; (complacently eating the peanuts) @ubew-imew You ain't no inal 

(A burst of shouting, followed by strains of the 
breaks out from a distance in the rear, fo . 

's all turn and move toward the right of stage, Listening) 

Kuo Hwa: Lissen! They're at the mass meetin’. ‘me women doctor's 

are goin! to spesk{ I'm goin'. 

Shih-fu; (shouting at him) No you don't! 

Leo Tso: You're supposed to stay here. Maybe General Weng will want 

some tea or want you to carry a message or something. 

Shih-fu: If you're not here, maybe he'll put you out of the Army! 

Kuo Hwa: (coming back) I ain't never heard a foreigner speak! 

Lao Tso; Aw, she's going to stay here. You'll hear her talk--you'll 

see to thatd 

(A burst of artillery fighting sounds from the mountains, with the 
dull roar of planes. The boys turn and solemly listen 

Shih-fus (watching the mountains) We fight and fight--but skepmicage 

the devils always win. I don't see what the mmmxgx war's about.
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Lao so; (amazed) You don't kmow what it's about--after four years? 

Kuo Hwa: (proudly) I know. 

Shihefu: (sarcastically) I suppose your “father” told youl 

Kuo Hwa: (shrilly) Yes he did, smarty, but I ain't goin' to tell yous 

Lao Tso; (paternalistically patting Kuo Hwa'ts back) You got to learn to 

keep your temper in an Army. Suppose you tell me what the war's about. 

Kuo Hwa; Wetre goin! to chase the devils out and then there won't be 

no rich and no poor, but everybody will be equal. And men that 

grow rice will have rice to eat. ‘Them that weave cloth will have 

clothes to wear. ‘ 

Lao Tso; “weeestSF! And there'll be work for everybody and every one 

can get an education and it won't cost a coppers 

Shin-fuy (pessimistically)We'll all be dead by then. (To Lao Tso) You 

already got a bum leg. ; 

Leo Tso: (patrolling) And what happened to the Jap that gave it to me? 

« « « He was sent home in a little square box--a box of 
ashes. 

(ruefully) Sure--I can't fight like I used to, But I can do other 

things, and if the little devil's not lyin', I'11 
soon be teachint 

you not to be backwards (Shih-fu kicks the gravel thoughtfully) 

A man ought to be an example to others. » + you don't want to be 

é like General Li's soldiers, do you? 

Shih-fu:; They fight all right. 

Leo Tso: ‘They don't. They just do the best they cen. They'd fight 

better if they kmew what the war was about. 

(A venewed burst of fighting and the drone of planes come 
from the 

mountains, The three boys go to the far mixx right edge of stage 

and turn to wateh and listen, talking as they listen) 

Shihefu: If we don't get killed, men like us will have to go back and 

work for some rapin! lendlord like General Li. 

((General Li and Col. Chen come on stage, front, left, under 
the 

tree, unobserved, as Shih-fu speaks, stop and listen.)



Lao Tso; Not mef Everythings goin’ to be different after the war. 

If they ain't, I'11 join the guerri
llas. I — 

have got schools for soldiers--and clubs an
d feurex and everything. 

The officers and soldiers dress and eat a
like, and the officers can't 

cuss and beat the soldiers 1ike some of 'em do in General Li's 

Army. 

Shih-fu; They say the guerrillas are right over 
there behind the Jap 

Abvils--blowing out bridges and tearin
' up the roads. 

Lao Tso: Sure they aret Some of ‘em come
 in here today. 

Seikioe " 
Shih-fus I heard some of tem talking. They had a good story. Have you 

heard it? 
Lao Tso: No, what is it? 

Shih-fu: It's about two of General Li's officer
s. ‘one officer said to 

the others "would you rather be in the infantry
 or in the cavalry". 

The other one said; "In the infentry, of course." ‘That surprised 

the other guy and he asked him why, and the other office
r said; 

"gecause, when I start runnin', I don't want no horse
 interferin' 

with mej" 

(the boys hoop with laughter, General Li stiffens in fury and 
makes a step forward. The Soye near and suum swing sround s

mitty 

swiftly and stend petrified as the
y see General Lie) 

 ghe two guards: (together) Salute, General at 

(Zuo Hwa runs behind Lao Tso, holds o
nto his jacket and watches 

fearfully around Lao Tso's side. General walks 

toward Shih-fu guards, turning to. 

General Li: (barking) Who's teaching you disrespect for o
fficers? 

Lao Tso: Nobody, Sir. : f 

General Li; (To Shih-fu, barking) Is the Commander-in-chief here? 

Shih-fu: (jumping as if shot) Yes Sir,.s « + NO Site + + I'll go see, 

sirt (He turns and flees inside building in bask.) 

Generel Li: (welling menacingly toward Lao Tso) And youl You. - «
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(As he comes up to Lao Tso, he stops s
uddenly and steps pack, © 

covering his nose with his hana)  Youtve been eating gar’ ct 

You stink! 

Lao Tso: (stiffly at attention) Yes, Sir 

Kuo Hwa; (breaking from Lao Tso 

picking up a stone and 

g to back right of 
it at General Li) 

off stage after Kuo Hwa 

(Generel Li stands as if petrified from amazed fury, 
then tums slowly 

to Cols Chen who bes been cally watehing Sp seené. Gener
al Li 

Generel Li: x@mixxthax (with angry irony) My d
esr Col. Chen! Allow me 

to introduce you to the field headquarters of the most"advanced
" 

Armyf on the Central China front! The headquarters of our ve 

commander-in-mkketix chief, General Wang Six
kkaietx Shih-pul 

(in fury) This, my dear Sir, is an Army! It's gu
ards curse and 

throw stones at their offigers--and their of
ficers are at a mass 

meeting with the soldiers--to hear a bunc
h of females speak! 

(Walks dazedly to the table and sits down 
on a bench) 

Gol. Chen: And I presume that General Wang is also
 at the meeting? 

General Li: Exactly! ‘he wife of his chief-of-staff ha
s come. The 

war stops while she and a foreigner delivers speech
es to the 

soldiers! 

Gol. chen: (coldly instigating him) While the enemy is throwing re- 

enforcements against one of your divi
sions on that Yengehow ima 

sector over there? (nodding at the mountains ) 

General Li: Exactly! And while Chou's division loiters so
mewhere in 

the rear--holding mass meetings no doubt
! (furiously) While 

my division over there is ordered to hold 
out another twenty-four 

hours$
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Goi, chem (instigating him) Does General wang really velieve that | 

three companies can makexang make any impression on this front? 
Gonerel Li: The Old Man 1s seniles as 

Cols Chen: But thie General Chou isn't) Just when will/his Division 

got here? 
General Ll; (airily) Oh, Chou's already here] At the mass meeting 

undoubtedly, His division? (waves his arms vaguely) He finds 

plenty of oxcuses. . . say his division has not yet been replenished 

and trained sufficiently after the Supax enemy finished 1t off four 

month ago. It could have moved up here a month age if it maxexmk 

fighters Af they Ban read and write and ere teught "political" j 
kmowledges How that wonen doctors are coming, it won't be long 4 
before all the armies will be demanding women} 

Gols chen: in the rear, we heard Ghouts division consisted of erack 
" gtorm troops. . . that's why Chou was decorated, 

General Lis We who served the State in the rear for years, received no | 

“@ecorations, but at the front, men whose mouths are still wet with 

their motherts milk ere made Major-Generals} © Just betwoen us, half — 

the reports General Weng sends in about his Ammy ow Army are lies} 

hat ole ean we expest of & man who worked with the Japs before the war 

and even after the war began? {nastily) A puppet! Bx-puppets 

Gol, Ghony (sharply) Some people think that a man who has been a puppet 
once would become one again-«if he had a chance, (instigating Li) But 

he now has a big fece--and influence--in certain agummx quarterss 
General Lis (as if instrucing a child) Sit down, Gol, cheny « » China 

4s big and the Capital is fer away, Some men in the rear think the 61d 
flan has lived down his past«mmt Ho's never left the battlefield since 
the war began, they says Have you thought why he has never left 
the battlefield? (significantly) Not from patriotism--but because 

| 
4 |
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of @ guilty consciences (impressively). Anc why has. dekeugudgutansegsa 
Chow's Division boon decimated half a dozen times? tot because it could 
fight-sbut because 1t could not fight, Student “educators” have 
Genorslized Aixigx tf Chou even has @ professor on hie political staff 
“=eto teach him political sotences 

Gol. Chen: (aontemptucusiy) Ie he so naive? 
Ghou: Naive? Prom what I've seen of him, he sounds like a Gommmistl. « 

Disguised of course, (Chen turns on him suddenly) Who else but a 

Coummmist would call his father a traitor? 
Col, Chen: His father a traitors 
General Lis I meen Old man Wangs The Old Man bad no sons of his ome- 
impotent, no doubts (he laughs) Two young mon are like the old wants 
sons. one 1 Chou and the other is his so-called Ghiefaof-Statt, Way 
«~-that sickly feliow you met at my headquarters last night, Now 4t was 
Ghou who called the old an a traitor when the war began, ‘the O14 
idiot never got over it, The sickly Wu amgsled the Old wan mui 
through the Japanese lines te Chow's Army, then followed him, ond 
+ 0 SAS PNG NES EES Sreeytntng ever ts tiny 

Gols hens A touching storye-alnost filial piety, 
General Lis (with disgust) uite tho reverses Tt is they who control 

hime » + « not he thems I've heard that Chou has a tongue like a 
1ash, vat ex the sickly Yu--he hes tuberoulosis, you mow=uimsuccia 
kow-tows to everything the @24 Wan says and does, You soe, its a 
family affair here--alnost like the Holy Sextex Trinity of the 
Christions--the Father, Son and Holy Ghost’ (He laughs heartily at 
hie ow jokes) bus as the Son and the Holy Ghost conte the ald 
man--even tell him what to think ead dog - ‘ 

Gol. Chons Te Sktux Chicfaofastar? Me - also a @ieguised commmistt — 
General Li; Who Imows? He was once a Professor=-and you Imow what these 

professional intellectuals are} mapRKANORSSNRUETOROERE 
\
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Around here hots not really the Ohiefof~staff, but @ kind of 

AcDeGy and a gonersl handgmen for the 034 Man, Bverything here is all 

mixed up--just like the country as @ wholes Their Army newspaper 

is e wixture of evorything--talks of democracy thst tmx sounds just 

like Communism 

- Gol. Chens There's not much difference--demoeracy is only the outer 

defence pskux positions of Commmisms a 

General Lis But it's ppreading like wild Stemt fire, everywheret 

Gol. Ghon: No longer, General Lig We have ways of preventing 
that! 

teenne ¢ creel aitet SOR 

who studies tt.) : 

General Lit (impressed, returning 1t) ee 
Gol. Chen: You will respect my confidence, of courses sai 

General Lis More than thate-I em at your service, Col, chen’ 

Gol, Chen: (returning the badge to his breast pocket, patting it proudly) 

teed LAKIO plese of wate epene G12 Seemte vo SHH 6 AIWREIR 

any time, A lew unto itself3 

General Li: You will be able to make meny desirable chenges on this 

front--if you work carefully’ 

Cole chon: (boasting) We are changing the whole country! Our system 

cenininis en Gotu oxteck ena watveveity,/ovee? sanapaper ant 

(confidentially) We control Smmipogamuctits éispatchos 
of foreign 

correspondents. ‘Those that try to evade the censorship will soon 

be so useless that their papers will have to withdraw thems Oh, 

we have leemed, General Li--ve've hat an oxsolientiy-trained Geman 

+o teach us thelr system. You ought to see our dossiers of men 

thenselves clover--Imixmnmmmucummxxkmmnes come of thom recently 

he
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tried to smuggle dangerous thoughts into the country by translating 

a book of poems by a foveigner-sa fellow named Burms--Robert Burns. 

General Li: That is perhaps merely a pen-name for some Communist! 

Gol. Chen: Rimk Doubtless, Anyway, we censored most of it--and filed the 

dangerous parts for use against the author when we locate him. 

General Li: (enthusiastically) At last! (turning suddenly to the table) 

You might begin your work here. (picking up some of the immka} book. 
Chen glances about, then takes a note-book from his pocket and begins to 
list the titles and publishers of the books on the table.) 

Chen: Most of this seems be military, Ah-h-h} History of Democratic 

Though&! (makes a note, turns to the red cover) It's bound in red} 

Here is another foreign book, (reading in monosyllables) Doc-tor 

Arrow-smith, by Sin-clair Lew-is. (to Li) Have you ever heard of such 

a foreign writer? (he makes note of the title) 

General Li: Never’ (taking the book) This was perhaps brought here by the 

Son or the Holy Ghost. There may not even be such a foreign writer. 

Col. Chen: (taking up a thin, small booklet, turning pages) This seems to 

be a diary of some kind! ' 

General Li: (taking the booklet, glancing through it, then returning it to 

Chen) ‘That's the handwriting of General Wang. . . it's nothing but 

chicken scbatches--he has no real education! (he walks about in jubilation 

as Chen reads passages, reading absent-mindedly as Chen reads) Col. Chen, 

have you ever thought skxkxamx about the reason our native city,Hangchow. « 

Col. Chen: Are you a Hangchow man also? : 

General Li: (laughing self-consciously) Oh yes! My family has lived in the 

southwest for only five centuries. Our native home is Hangchows « + 

Now, have you ever thoughy why Hangchow produced the best brains of 

our country? 

Col. Chen: Why? : 

General Li: (philosophically) Consider its mild climate, the gentle
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Wills, the placid Jake, the groat woalthy families and--ahg~-tho 

wines} No one had to work for a living. So @ll sum energy could flow 
to the braing 

Gol. chen: (reading) You ave a true scholar, Genersi Ll, 

General Li; (hypocritically waving the remark aside) A humble one, only, 

Now, consider the harsh northorn climate, Men hed to labor so hard 

to keep alive that they have had nothing left for the brains, » Take 

General Wangeoa ktkex glent of a mane-with the mind of a child, He 

says just what he thinkse-and he thinks out loud! why, anyone can 

outwit hing 

Col, Chen: (turning suddenly to him, listening} ha tater teate mat 

emyone can cutwit hia? 

General Li: Exactly} and his whole Army is the ames Good fighterse= 

but no braing, Takes a century for them te get an idea into their 

heads--then they never get over it, (laughing at his om thought) 

Now they've got ths ides of fighing the Japs in their sulle, and 

they'll go right on fighting them for enother eentury$ 

Gol. Chen: These northemers get flmations, (he slips General Wangts 

@iary carefully in his Jacket pocket and folds the flap down) This 

Army would gurely not go on fighting ime if the Government accepted 
Japanese peace terms«-favoreble ones, i mean, After all the army 

is half-starved and wants peace. 

General Li; It's half starved--but it won't make peace--not for a hundred 

yoarss i 
Col. Ghon: Suppose the Goverment ordered General Yang to lay down his 

armse~and hs ordered his troops to obey? é 

General Li: He's ask the advice of the Son and the Holy Ghoste~and they. 

would refuse, 

Gol, Chen: niin insane 

bas ‘t up the Holy Trinity? ‘You can't, ‘The Ol¢ len has 

Gols hens (tapping his broast pocket) So have If
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General f4: (eeutiously) You akghingekx can cet enough evidence 

here to have them al) transferred, 

Col, Chens dn tit easee-you, 1 bolteve, woulé be she next nan a most 
4 Command this fronts 

Cease ths (protesting, but pleased) 1 realiy am quite a Small 

. follows 
@oie Chen: Leave that to others te decide, General Li2 (carefully) 

Considering his own dark past, whet does Genera) Yang think of 

the ocolloboration of Wang Ching-wet and the Japanese, in Nanking? 

Generel Li: Calis him @ traitor =pto be beheaded if captured} Which he Sef 
Cols Chen; Some men are beginning to think differentiy, 1 myself 

troops and inducing the Japanese to arm them, when he ts strong 
enough, he will Grive the zipanese outs He alveady has enough power 
to raise the nablonal flag over Nanking-~but with a slight additions 

General Li: An addition? : ae 

Col. Chen: Yor, He has words ruming across it, --these-~"The Chinese 

People's Anti-Commnist Gevernnonts ek 
General Li: sh} (sharply) But his troops fight ust 

Gol, Chen: Mot really} Thoy fight only the guorrilias--and the guerrilles 
have Communist commanders, (thoughtfully) You see, the country 

is becoming so impoverished by tho war that it is becoming a seeds 
bod ef revolution, 

| General Lt; (shocked) Is it so bad? that docs the Generalissimo think’ 
Col. Chen: Who Imowts He seens stiff-neoked about the Japanese, But - 

pressure night be brought against himgs-by the armies, for instenoes 
‘eoqpintieonieconrenian xia xketyeeios If the 
Government could be certain that the armies would obey, if ordered 
to lay down their ams, a way might be found te peace, But some
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their superiors, 

General Li: That is a reflection of the general confusion and 

| donorelisaticn of the countryssané the apreet of foreign thoughte 
“People mxanimnyniktixxxex havo contempt for our ancient virtues of 

loyalty and obedience. 

Gol, Chon: (slowly) But tho country is fortunate to have/eaholars” 
| iE vino are also Goneralss. sxxommockteaprkaleyedenmisen 
mimine-nen old onough to have wisdom, young enough to havé quisk, 

elastic minds {(sarefully) like yourself, Sueh men are loyal 

to the States yet have no -«fixationss 
Generel Li: Zémy Tho Generalissive has only to commend me, My entire 

tutatencetion te te saeh eae Cemrten on Samy te Selma of “tee 

cowmbry, one party, one leader," 

Gol. chen: All men of honor Imow that--your fame has spread everwhere. 
(the two men turn sharply as the sound of a woman's is heatd 
off stage. Col. Chen turns quickly to table and p dar 
in order, ee ee ee Nee Cees Wangts is 

General Li; The masse meeting has ended, Now we can get on with the war§ 

They talk from morning to night, Men who talk much, mow Littles 

(Col. Wa and Dr, Lin come on stago spree Deity viahhy matting Stee 

Ss See nn ent rege Bie sife’s heat maviaciye) 
Gol, Wug Well, Goneral Lig And Cole Chen} We expected you at the 

meeting to welcome our new wedical volunteers Let me introduse 

ono of theme-my wife, Dr. Lin Yunge « « General Li, commander 

of one of the Armies on this fronts . . and Gol, Chen, his new 

Political Director, (The two officers and Dr, Sin bow politely . 

from a distance) 

General Li: (politely) Sorry we could not attend the meeting of 

woleome to brave wom@ns « the war keeps me too tusys / 

Gol, Wiz; Have you see the Coumander-in-chier?
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General Lt; i underatood he was at the mestings 

Gol, Wut Gh, nos Ho come back fron the front early this noming and 
has not even found time to sleep for the past forty-eight hours, 
Things piled up=-hets been in conferences all days 

Dre Ling The meeting was not Just to weleone the American mamm nurse and 

myself. It was also a farewell for the troops moving up to the fronts 
Cols us (to General Lt) You talked with General wang, by telephone, 

about the ro-enforcauonts moving up to your Yangehow sector? 

General Wang: Yeas : ee 

Conmander-inechief, I oan 

‘gusore Segre ser rears ade 
Chou: (fo Frances) Both of you must lean to uso woapens if you are ‘ 

going to work at the fronts 
Cole wus (going toward them) So you've gomeg Miss stone, this is 

Guneral Lis » + end this ig Colonel chen, (6 the officers) Miss 

Stone is an American nurse who came up with my wife, (They all bows 

Chou replaces the pistol in his holster and goes toward the twe 
officers.) General Llg Col. flumméx Chen, we're giad to heve men 

- Like you here} (The two mon exchenge name ecards and bow politely) 

Cole Chen: I'm glad to be here at last} (Turning to Frances) Itts 
unusual to find s foreigner at the front, Miss Stone, We didn't 

reali,e that Americas ave that mich interested in our wars 

Prences: Some are, (Sho tums away, as if reouked,) 

Chou: (quickly) . a , 

Chinese and Chinese, Cole Chon, ~ 

General Li: True, » » but I often doubt the advissbility of exposing 

ladies to the dangers of tho fvonte 
De. Lint. Thore is no cafe place anywhere, nows 

(Chou and Frances , in es 2209 nchday coos removing the ptateh again
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Ghou; (To Frances) Yow, try it yourself, (The two of them bond over 

"the weapon) 

a ety ey ay fen 
one ‘hinseifs) These cigarettes were captured from the enemyu= 

they're not bed, 

General Lis (To Drs Lin) ‘cin entnis nina toe very weeny tng tail 

But i was just telling Col, Chen that our younger people seem to 

iuomxiexyskim scorn our snelent virtues, while submitting to 
foreign ideate 

(Chou looks up and listens, as dees Frances.) ; 
Dre Lint (politely but very sharp) You could hardly say that ai our 

young people submitted to the Japanese at any timo, It was the 

and after 1951 they submitted to the Japanese conquest of Manohurta 
~sand even made seoret treatios with themg = 

Chour (decisively) Mor wes it our younger people who brought in the 

institutions inte the countrys Tt 1s the older generation, 
primarily, who have accepted the foreign religion, Christianity$ 

General Li: I am not a Christian, but let us be fair about the Germana, 
| After it, ths Germans have not done so badly by their country! 
ayive seviwed whet nubion, end the amiee of ali Sunepe mak are 
tumbling before thems 

Chous Truo--and the Japanese are trying te subject us in the sane way$ 
Dre Ling But wo will never sulmits Our younger generations will never 

accept thax Fasciau-nor the spider-web of our decayed. ancient 

virtues, We will fight only for the liberty and equality of the 
modern worlds {Chou moves to Dr, Lin's #ides) 

Gol. tur (trying to prevent a clash) Wy wife has decided opinions, 
General Lis Our modern womens « +
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General Ei; (cooly) I never argue with a womens 

bry ting (swiftay tuming and taking a step toward him, why nove 

General Li: (stepping back) i am a realist--a military man} 

Cole wus (going to his wife's side protestingly) Do not lose your 

tempers see 

Dry Lint (turning on him, Ge also takes a step backward ao she 

steps toward him angrily) You men all stend tocether? You expect 

us Women to keep silent and obey} 

Cols Mur (gently leughing) Ry dean-ageu have never cheyes ae in yuu 

Lifes Nor would I expost ity 

Bre Lams (losing her anger suidenly, going to his side) es 

I'm sorrys 

General Lis seus have, vat taping exh of By She aaNN Cole Wty 

we onne here, not to talk, bub to sco the Commendor-insehiefs Be 

has not yot met Gol, Chen. 

Cod, Yus Ho should have tine now, I will see, Come, (Wm goes toward 

buti@ing in besk, Lf snd chon following him, Te tume and motions 

te then teweit) Please walt here. (They remain ab the dpor, 

“Light chgawettes, and talk fn undertones, Chou hac retumed te 

Frances and they bend over the pisto2 again, leughing a 12ttle) 

brs Lins (glancing ot General L4 end Col, chon recontfully, thon 

going wp to Chou and Franses) hat are you doing with that pletely 

Prances? 

@hou: (eniling at her) i'm going to give you beth pistels--and teach 

you how to use thers 

Dr, Ling We've Ded Cross workers--we're not supposed to carry weaponsy 

hous (smiling) 2X1 sdmit you might get slong without them, But af 

you are thinking of International law, I'm surprised, The Japs — 

don'ts Mow Froncess . . may I call you that? 
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Frances; (Hositatingly) If you wish, 

Chou: My name's Tien-ying., Now try it agains Take out the slip first, 

(The three of them bend over the pistol) Now iin Yung, you trys 

(Dr, Lin takes the pistol and begins working over it.) 

Dr. Lin: It's a very nice pistoli 

Chout Captured from the enemy. Wotve got all sorts of things here-- 

even some Japanese captives, « « brought in today, (To Dr. Lin) 

the Japanese tell their troops that we will torture them to death 

4g they are captured, (laughing) ‘You might do that--by lecturing 

them about modern women} I would serve them dam well right! 

Seren ente ite “esbeceeeene Steet 
Hie fs soars Staph thon'rih ot beans Or ule, Sa 
quickly out end Joins bine’ they disappears 

General Wang: (morose and weary) Sorry to have kept you waiting, 

General Lis (To Gols Chon) You're Gol. Chen, I understand, 

I had heard you had come--youtre more than welcome here. (They 

walk toward the table) Sit down, gentlemen! (They all sit dow 

and an orderly comes from building in back with a stack of rice 

bowls and a big black kettel of boiling water. le places a bowl 
before each man, takes & small paper sack of tea from his pocket, 
‘@rops some in each bowl, then pours water over it, and withdraws.) 

Ghous (To Frances and Dr, Lin: Wow come and I'11 give you your first 

shooting lesson’ 

(General Wang turns to raises a finger of greeting, which 
Chou returns, as they start to go off stage right.) 

Dre Lin: (fo Chou) General Weng says we can't go up with your Division 

: tonight. 

Chou: (Te Prances) Do you also want to come? 

Frances: Of coursol : 

Chou: What I don't understand is why you didn't come up here long ago 

(They exit, taliing)
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Generel 4: (o General Weng) You look tired, General wang. The 
War tells on a man of your age. 

General Wangs It's only the lack of sleep, As I told you, the 

veeenforcements will begin to move up to re-enforce your division 

when it grows dark. . 
General 14: The enemy seems to be massing groops against my Division 

over there, 

General Weng: We know, But Choute Division will take over from it 

smmex as coon as 1t comes up-=perhaps tomorrow nights We have to 

manage with what we haves There's not enough of anything on thie 

front. How the guerrilias have sent mon for demolition--and we have 
non@s 

Gol. chen: (quickly) Which guerrillas? 

General Wang: It's a Storm Guerrilla Detachment over thore in the rear 

of the enemy~-they're civilians who captured their weapons from the 

Japs. They can't take out conerete or steel bridges with their 

kx teeth. 

Col. Chen: But those guerrillas are illegal. The Government has 

forbidden them to operate in thie War Zone. 

interesting: Tliegale It a military man, not a 

lawyer. How can it be illegal for Chinese to fight Japanese, 

Gole Ghent It is my information that they don't fights=they just move 
about and stir up the people,  smmouiixthmoucmstimeanctaio 

General Wang: ‘aukkgenkekuefatktx You would hardly say that there ts 
such a thing as a peaceful war, would you? : 

Col. Chens Bat some of Sum their leaders are Commnisted 
| General. wang: what if they aret 
Gol, Chen: But they are ineiting the people to elect their own officials.
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. Gol.» Sus But there have been no officials over there since the Japanese 

occupations The Japs formed puppet governnents everywhere~-until the 

guerrillas arese and drove them out, The enemy is now driven bask to 

a@ few big walled toms. fhe countryside is in the hands of the people, 

and they have to have some kind of administrations 

Genorel Ii: But jametkg you would hardly contend that sducqmmpim 11literate 

fishermen and peasants care capable of Clecting their own officialst 

That is a foreign idea of “democracy". 

Col. Wus What kind of democracy would you approve of? : 

General Lis Our own ancient kind--government for the people, but not by 

them, That has always given our social system stability and security. 

Col. Wu: Sounds like feudal absolutism to mej That's bankrupts 

General 14; It's bankrupt only becouse smmxmixikmeutagems ignorant mon of 

low degree have been able to rise to positions of powers, (General Wang 

slowly stands up as Li speaks, and Li and Chen also arise.) It is 

“my conviction that we have hed so many puppets in the comtry because 

men have not studied the Classics, and have contempt for our own system 

and virtues. 

General Wang: I also used to believe in our ancient system end virtues, 

"| Ldved by them for half a century, xtockexmmt 

General Li: Pardon me, but perhaps you did not study deeply enought 

f@unaxxk Col, mus (stepping to General Wang's cide) Many of the traitors 

working with the Japs today are Classical scholars$ 

General wang: (interrupting him) I will admit that I am not a nan of 
great leaning. Perhaps it is my ignorance that forces me to believe 

that our ancient system and thought suited only the times in which it 

took root. For over a century now, that system has failed to protest 

our country and people, Soe I listen when younger men speak, It is 

they, not I, who must live on after 1 am dead, They have a right 

to a eiviligation which suits their needs--and protects theme
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» General Lis Our Classics taught eternal truths? 

* General Wang: (elowiy) You are both mon of education, Thus you cannot 

but seo that the Japanese are also teaching our Classics to our people 

- 4m enemysoscupied territory! They have burned modern histories and 

reswritten text-booke for our children. They smxgx teach Confucian 

| ethies of £1111 piety, benevolence, loyalty ani obedience to the 
Government that rules them, Is that because the onomy has suddenly | 

fallen in leve with us? (decisively) There are times when obedience 

. Gem lead to crimes against the country$ 

Col» Chen: (4nvoluntarily) Ahi : ‘ 

General Wang; (staring at sxx him, then slowly slumping down in his chair) 

_ I ean only say that it is within the power of the Government to remove 

ne from coment, should Lt find me lacking either by virtue of my 
knowledge or my Goeds. Until then, ft is my conviction that the 

guerrillas are a military necessity, (To I4) I shall report this 

to the Government, and suggest you do the same, Our radio is at your 

@isposal, and nothing you wish to report will be omitted. 

Col. War (trying to convice Li and Chen) We have a cavalry battalion 

in the enemy rear, cooperating with the guerrillas. You may read 

their reports, Tho guerrillas fight as best they can, though they 

have only four thousend rifles and ten rounds or less of ammmition 

each, . And they have captured Japanese prisoners«-it is not easy to 

ao thats 

General Lis (proudly) My troops have also captured prisoners--not Japanese 

I‘1l admit, They are Chinese puppet traitors operating with the enemys 

* © « Rortherners 1 believe, They are being sent heres 

General Wang: That is excellent. We may be gble to learn more about enemy 

General Li: But--I would not believe that the guerrillas captured Japanese
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‘ unless I saw them myself. 

Sunnis tans (rising wearily) so you shall, The guerrillas brought them 

re in today. (To Gols tu) seen then we/laaton this exptivenscand 

interpret for them. (fo General Li and chen) I could get nothing 

out of theme-perhaps you can. Gome back hore when you have finished. 

Cole Yu: (To Li and Chen) ome this ways . . 

(Wa leads the two officers off ; left, General wang : 
watches then then sinks into chair again, staring — 
after them, removes his cap and places it on the table, 
rubs his head and face) 

General Wangs Puppote « « traitors . « they never forgetd Lapenoag. «J 

ignorant men of low degree risen to great powers . a2 

My head is grey. » » mugukaxtunxkateus my lifes—dust and sand. 

Seon regrets will be too late, T mst hurry. . » my aim not ‘ 

(The bombers sound nearer, From far off stage sounds the high 
oe poop dye rx 

— sec
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