
XI - 79 - 2. 70 pages of notes concerning "A Play On China"



For Leonard only 

Additions: 

A possible American (journalist or missionary) reaches 

the front. If a missionary, which is more logical, he could be 

passing through the mountains to look »fter his mission property, ; 

to see if it has been destroyed. This is quite ottinury. He 

could appear in the first and second scenes He could be in conflict 

with the American woman nurse. xaxexxmwagitnexxaxxmaix He cares only 

for saving souls. To him, China is a battlefield of the Lord. 

fo Frances, it is a battlefield of national liberation. She 

challenges the Church, with its property; the mission institutions 

end missionaries who call Chinese "heathens". He defends his 

work, saying Christianity makes people more compassionate. . - 

"and more servile and more easily exploited", accuses the American 

woman. He tells her that such ideas are a menace to China; that 

Shima this wag is due to sin; that if men did not sin there would 
The these calamities are 2 punishment by God. 

be no wars, no sickness and disease./ She says the war is due to 

Japanese imperielist aggression , and that it's a poor God who 

manifests himself on earth through disease germs and the Japanese 

warlords. The .micsionenyedakisson-iie-kneesHe+sherwonds paDOwss 
"TJ will pray fa your soul," the missionary piously tells her. 

bin, amebowhenxhexdiomongridy yond When Ne" Stands apa PSOUShygenSHe 

copmbesiipuesker 

: "why don't you pray to God to strike the Japanese planes 

from the skies. . . the planes, with their bomb ’s and gasoline 

furnished by our country? Why. don't you pray Ss save the soul of our 

eS usxxaiamaking money out of the blood of China? 

country. . . to make them give /xpxereemxntxmemey . That is the 

sin. . . the one unforgivable sin. ‘The sin that you and I, and all 

our people must bear. . . someday pay for! You, with your pious 

humanitarianism!"
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Tne missionary could be horrified, but still insist that 

he is saving lives. . . that the missions saves the lives of Chinese; 

prevents the Japanese from killing them--by taking them into their 

missxam churches when the Japanese take a city.. . until Jap blood lust 
is cooled. 

This angers the woman: “yes, you keep them for a few days 

+ . » or weeks. . . and then turn them loose. Wheat happens to them? 

They becomed conscript labor for the Japanese. . . the women are 

put in Japanese Army brothels to become prostituted! To be a humanitarian 

is not enough! It may mxmx be an evil. . . as in this case! Sometimes 

I hate you missionaries! Hate all your works!" 

"So mit was Jesus hated. . ." 

"You ere not Jesus! Nor his representatives on earth} Jesus 

walked the highways and byways. He cursed Herod in his palace. He 

whipped the money-changers out of the temple. Raxxysuxdaxaitkxthesse 

kinkmx He organzed a band of twelve secret conspirators. xBaxxyoxxkx 

xasnnuswx He was crucified for fighting the greedy, powerful men of 

his times. Peaxxauxdexazxmmehf%% He was a great man, while youe .. 

"Jesus was not a man. . . he is the son of Godt" 

“Whom you merely worship. . . and put out of the way in 

your daily life! And those who do not believe as you do are heathens!" 

"Phe Chinese are heathenst" 

"I alsot" (angrily) 

The missionary falls on his knees, bows his head and prays 

silently for her, mumbling. She watches him cynically, end when he 

stands up he says: 

"I will pray for your soul every night." 

"Go to it! I shall sleep soundly." ete. 

This is only a suggestion. I do not know if it can go over 

on an American stage. It really happened with me many times in China; I 

had just such conflicts with the missioneries.



Or, we could meke a go-getter American journalist to 

come in conflict with the American woman, instead. He could come up 

to the front for a "scoop"; to him China is just material for news 

stories and the more war the better his job is posnied he can 

get a name. She could tell him thet this war is not a publicity 

stunt for journalists. He could speak of the dirt, the stink, illiteracy; 

the filth of the villages, asking her how eny decent woman can stend 

it. She could remind him of the years of war, the death and destruction-- 

with the aid of America that sells war material. He could say: 

"aw, we're selling to China too. Wo reason why we shouldn't 

sell to anyone that will pay." 

The journalist must ask her questions ebout the Army: about — 

the sex life of the soldiers. This could be one of the first questions. 

She says: "Sex at the front? There ain't none!" 

"My @odtx Gawd!" he exclaims. "Wheat do they do then? I 

saw some little boys around heedquarters. . .xaxextaeyxxxxxxxxxxkxxx 

humixiexhitxhingxthenxskopxkerseifx saw one of them always hanging 

around with Commander Chou. . . with him all the time. .°. maybe that's 

the way the officers do things... ." . 

The American woman could step up to him and either xxkk 

slap him in the face and step back, shoo kea at her action; or start 

+o strike him and helt, calling him a son of a bitch. If you want to 

keep her a “ledy", perhaps not this word, but some other.
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Chinese curses: 

Rape (polite form) your mother, your 

grendmother, xaexxmngastaxrsx your ancestors. 

Thesmx Chinese use this word also for 

anything they dislike. ..a truck that 

goes out of order, an enemy airplane, 

a mule, etc. Also for persons. 

Wang bah +: » or wang bah. This means 

literally a "turtle's egg" or "turtle." 

The turtle is said to be incestuous. 
To 

call aman a turtle is to accuse him of 

cohabiting with nis own mother. In China, 

you often see this term of abuse painted 

on the walls of landlord's manor houses-- 

written there by some peasant wit
h hatred 

in his heart. 
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Like the idea that you are going to show the difference = 

between the two generations. The son would address his father by his 

official name when they were with people, but would call him " father " 

When they were alone. The new generation has always hated not making 

a difference between public and provate affairs. The son moula:thiny 

he is the divisional commander under the old general, but not under 

(a COS 
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Girl: You try to smuggle in Fascism as contraband, 
under every kind of wamouflage; peddle it everywhere. 

Gen. Li youth of today,ecce tp foreign 
though\. ssian 
Commun: be¥ére Your countrymen 
but sul e foreigners. You challenge 

id who is it who is submissive before the foreig 
roud before our countrymen? io has accepted 

foreign religion? depends on 
ey to support him? 

t for him? Who brought the 

entration camps a secret political 
Police, €lled on Hitlers? Did we,;~the modern 
youth, do that? Who signed secret treaties with the Japanese long before this war began?



re ~ - Our rulers always ruled on the prineibie o1 
virtue; loyalty, filial piety, duty, benevolence, love, 

f faith, righteousness, harmony and peacéy purity, 
modestry. 

Chung Yi: We have always had two kinds of people 
during struggles of our nation against foreign 
invaders. The first were the people, the masses, 
who shed their blood to resist enslavement. The 
second were corrupt rulers who adopted the attitude 
of "preferring to give things to foreign invaders 
rather than let them fall into the hands of their 
own slaves", The sacrifived even the honor of 

the Son of Heaven by swallowing humiliation and 
calling themselves servants, sons, nephews or 
grandsons of the invaders; they offered gold and 
silk and jade as tribute to the enemy; ot gave 

their daughters to wives of the enemy. They 
kowtowed to the enemy. Of what value then, is their 
virtue? : 

Chung Yi: What is the state or nation, if not the 

common people who are axkxkmkxa the heart and body 

of the country? They have been our chief motive power 

--and remain.so; they created all achievements of our 

past, but enjoyed none of them; the rich stole 
everything. And did not one of our historians under 

the mighty Hans write that "When the footpaths of the 
rich ran across every field and the benefits of 
streams and mountains were monopolized by them, 

the poor hadn't enough ground on which to rest the 

end of an awl."



And who has accepted the foreign religion, with 
its belief that man was born evil, in sin? 
and must be baptized sm and accept the foreign church 
pefore he can enter the kingdom of heaven? 
Is it not true that the foreign Christians preach 

that our country is worthy of help only because some 

of our leaders have adepted that faith? That the 
rest of us are heathens? Who believes that our 
future must be based on Christian virtues? Not 
our youth.



We, khex are the dynamite to blow up feudalisin and 

vested interests. 

Like a victorious general who shows me the places he has 

conquered. 

To us, who accept voluntary poverty, there are thousands 

d 
of men who become rich overnight 

succor nei, iy a foun , 
/ 

. 

Our way of self-sacrifice for others is the road to glory.
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