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PREFACE

There is peculiar timeliness in a discussion of the role of the So-
viet Union in world affairs— (1) because the part played, and to be
played, by the Soviet Union is so substantial, (2) because it is so little
understood and (3) because it is so frequently misrepresented. I have
studied closely the Russian Revolution and the Soviet Union, have
made six trips to Soviet Russia and have had opportunities to discuss
Soviet policy with many well informed persons. While I have no idea
that I can set the reading public right on the much discussed issue of
Soviet foreign policy, I hope that I can make some contribution to-
ward brushing away the cobwebs of traditionalism and providing a
reasonable viewpoint from which to consider the position of the Soviet
Union in the world of today and tomorrow.

Anyone attempting to write or speak on a general subject such
as the relations between the Soviet Union and other nations is con-
fronted by three serious difficulties: (1) the bigness and complexity
of the matter, (2) its unfamiliarity to an outsider (foreigner) and
(3) the great body of prejudices, preconceptions and half-truths that
all of us carry about. These difficulties are present in the considera-
tion of many controversial questions, but in the case of the Soviet
Union, with its land mass flung across two continents, its conglomer-
ation of cultures, races, peoples and nationalities and its bold attempt
to replace the old social system by a new one, the difficulties are mag-
nified and multiplied.

Writers and speakers on the Soviet Union fall into two main
classes, those who deal with some technical subject, such as the con-
struction of hydro-electric plants or the handling of tuberculosis, and
those who discuss the economic and social structure and policies. The
first group has an easy time of it, since it is necessary merely to sur-
vey and report; the second group is hampered by personal bias and
harassed by special interests. .

If there is a wholly unprejudiced report on the Soviet Union, I
have never seen it. Some writers, like the Webbs, make an effort at
neutrality. I make no such pretense. I am net neutral on the Soviet
Union. I have been a partisan of the Russian Revolution since its in-
ception and I am still a partisan of it. Anything I say or write on the
subject will necessarily be colored by that partisanship.

Why am I partisan? I am not Russian, nor were any of my an-
cestors, so far as I know. I am not and never have been in the pay of
the Soviet government and, with the exception of two years, 1927-29,
I have not been and am not a member of the Communist Party. But
I am a student of sociology and I am profoundly convinced that a time
has come in the development of social theory and practice when man-
kind can undertake what Lester F. Ward called “the conscious im-
provement of society by society.”

I have lived my life in an outmoded social order that is tearing
itself to pieces in a manner which has proved highly expensive in
terms of material wealth, health, life, hopes, aspirations and ideals.
As a teacher of social science, I came in contact with the youthful vie-
tims of this social death agony and was casting about for some pro-
posal or proposals that would provide a way out for the lost generation.

This search led me through the literature of social reform and
social revolution. At the outset I was inclined to believe that the es-
tablished order could be reformed—that is, preserved in principle
and changed only in detail. The economic breakdowns that preceded
World War I and then the war itself convineced me that the present
social order is unsound in principle and must therefore be radically
altered—that is to say, uprooted and replaced.

I was not and am not committed to any particular technique of
social revolution. I disagree with Bolshevik theory and practice in a
number of important particulars. But, while we in the west swal-
lowed the bitter pill of economic paralysis and war, the Bolsheviks
worked out an alternative theory and, at the risk of their lives, tried
to put it into practice. Here was a group of people with a passionate
belief in an ideal, a willingness to make immense sacrifices in its be-
half and wide backing among a sturdy, uncorrupted people.

Had the Zapata brothers in Mexico or Sun Yat-sen and his Chi-
nese followers or Gandhi and his Indian multitudes stepped out with
equal boldness, I would have been equally partisan in their behalf. I
felt and feel confident that capitalist imperialism has outlived its use-

* fulness. I am convinced that any effort to keep the old carcass alive

by the injection of artificial stimulants will result in disillusionment
and much unnecessary suffering. I welcome any and every attempt
to find a workable substitute.
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