VIII - 75 - 22. Letters from Lt. Col. Evans F. Carlson, R.F.D. #2,
Box 353-E Escondido, California to Miss Agnes Smedley,
Yaddo Estate, Saratoga Springs, New York:

November 13, 1944
November 14, 1944
December 4, 1944



RFD Route #2, Box 355 T
Fscmdido, California
1% November 1944

Dear Agnes:

Your letter came today and I am replying richt bang 6ff so
that you may receive this before the broadcast.

I haven't heard from Stilwell yet, though I have written to
him, T d4id receive a letter from Chu Teh, Chow Fn-lai, Yeh Chien-yin
and Nieh Yung-chen, which I have said nothine about publiely, because
I did not feel it was wise to do so. The letter was dated August 14 .
The American observer group of 18 officers under Col. David Barrett
had just arrived. They said in part "The comine of our American
friends is an important and long desired event. We always knew, as
you and other true friends of the Chinese people knew, that if we
torether and coordinated our activities our struggle

victory of our common cause would be accelerated. We were confident

e fight of our forces in the rear of the enemy
and that of our apart irdefinitely, and one of the causes of our
confidence was the knowledre that friends like you, true representatives
of American democracy, were spesking, writing, and working to meke the
truth about our struegle and the opportunities for cooperation evident
to all honest people who desire the defeat of Fascism. "

I infer from what I have heard of recent developments that
the blockade contimies. T believe, however, that the stromg light of
publie opinion abroad which has been thrown on the true state of affairs
in China through the instrumentality of Stilwell's recall will force
the Kuomintang crowd to liberal their policy. In the final amalysis
Chiang and his crord know that 3 cannot stand alone. While it is
not politic for foreipn gov s to meddle in the irternal affairs
of a nation, they can withhold assistance until that nation puts its
house in order. The fact is that there is nothing demoecratic about the
. Kuomintang Party or the covernment which it administers. The only

organized group in China which labors to improve the welfare of the
people is the Chinese Communist Party. You and T know that the govern-
ment which this party has set up to administer the areas under its
control is representative government apd nearer to democracy than rany-
thine else in China. It should be en axiom of democratic peoples
throvghout the world to applaud and support demoeratiec action wherever
it is observed. Professed supporters of the democratic pattern who fail
to do s0 are either neglicent in their obligations or they hope to
profit by the continuance in office of the existine regime.

Thanks for the copies of your review of Belden's and Snow 's
books. They were both good, for you have the knack of perceiviig and
emphasizing the vital themes. I thouerht Pd's presentation of the Indian
problem was most lucid. Belden, despite his emotionalism, deserves
highest commendation for his honesty and courage as well as his own

perception of the major issues.
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