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RFD Route #2, Box 353 FE 

Fsemdido, California 
18 November 1944 

Dear Agnes: 

Your letter came today and I am replying richt bang off so 
that you may receive this before the broadcast. 

I haven't heard from Stilwell yet, though I have written to — 
him. I did receive a letter from Chu Teh, Chow Mn—lai, Yeh Chien-yin 
and Nieh Yung-chen, which I have said nothing about publicly, because 
I did not feel it was wise to do so. The letter was dated August 14 . 
The American observer group of 18 officers under Col. David Barrett 
had just arrived. They said in part "The comine of our American 
friends is an important and lone desired event. We always knew, as 
you and other true frienis of the Chinese people knew, that if we 
and our Allies fought. tocether and coordimted our activities our struggle 

tive, that of our Allies would become easier and the 
fe would be accelerated. We were confident 

e p he fight of our forces in the rear of the enemy 
and that of our S apart indefinitely, and one of the causes of our 
confidence was the knowledge that friends like you, true representatives 
of American democracy, were speskine, writing, and working to make the 
truth about our struggle and the opportunities for cooperation evident 
to all honest people who desire the defeat of Fascism. " 

I infer from what I have heard of recent developments that 
the blockade contimes. I believe, however, that the strom light of 
public opinion abroad which has been thrown on the true state of affairs 
in China through the instrumentality of Stilwell's recell will force 
the Kuomintang crowd to liberal: their policy. In the final analysis 
Chiang and his. crowd know that. A cannot stand alone. “hile it is 
not politic for foreign gov S to meddle in the internal affairs 
of a nati, they can withhold assistance until that nation puts its 
house in order. The fact is that there is nothine democratic about the 
Kuomintang Party or the rovernmert which it administers. The only 
organized group in China which labors to improve the welfare of the 
people is the Chinese Communist Party. You and I know that the covern- 
ment which this party has set up to administer the areas under its 
control is representative government opd nearer to democracy than zany— 
thing else in China. It should be an axiom of democratic peoples 
throughout the world to applaud and support democratic action wherever 
it is observed. Professed supporters of the democratic pattern who fail 
to do so are either negligent in their obligations or they hope to 
profit by the continuance in office of the existing regime. 

Thanks for the copies of your review of Belden's and Snow 's 
books. They were both good, for you have the knack of perceiviie and 
emphasizing the vital themes. I thought Fa's presentation of the Indian 
problem was most lucid. Belden, despite his emotionalism, deserves 
highest commendation for his honesty and courage as well as his om 
perception of the major issues.





—
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RFD Rt #2, Box 353F 
Fseondido, California 
14 November 1944 

Dear Anes: 

I wrote you 4 letter last nicht and this morning your note 
of the 11th came. I'11 supplement what I said yesterday with some 
pertinent remarks on the Time article. I believe I referred to it 
yesterday. 

Time's article on China in the issue of Nov. 13 is decidedly 
misleading and contains a number of statements which even the most 
casual visitor to China knows are erroneous. On page 45 Col. 3 appears 
the statement " If Chiang relaxed the blockade, perhaps all of China ° 
would ultimately be lost to the democratic cause." This statement 
is designed to convey the idea that the Chingking covernment is not 
only democratic but the soul hope of democracy in China. The truth is 
that there is nothing democratic about the Chungkine rovernment and 
that the only hope for a democratic China, as thines stand at present, 
lies in an expansion of the policies now being practiced and promlgated 
by the Chinese Communists. 

. As I see the — China is now reaping the whirlwind as 
acresult of Chiang Kai=shek's betrayal of the Chinese people in 1927 
when he purged the liberal elements from the Kuomintang in order to 
gain favor with the Shanchai bankers and the foreign powers. By that 
act he departed from the precepts laid down by Dr. Sun in his San Min 
Chu I, turnine his backon Dr. Sun's objective of representetive govern- 
ment and of improvine the people's livlihood. Since 1928 the Chinese 
nation has been in what Dr. Sun Galled the period of Political Tutelege, 
during which the Kuomintane party is charged with preparing the people 
to excercise the franchise.““I.know of not one measure which has been 
promulgated by the KMT which is-designed to prepare the people for 
assuming the. .of.citizens of)a democracy. As a matter of fact 
Dr. Chen Li-fu Minister of Fducation, told me in December 1940, that 
ie F seer object of China's fauce tional prorram is to make the youth 
yr of the dian aa The truth is that the sent leaders 

HES do not want China to become cy 
eh > Bee B ae that. wit with the Me gem ‘of Trew gums 

gf sppeite tely "5 out of ce.bythe people. 
Can pee rar ‘strur: noe ein A tare ligarehy-is a 
, Struggle for pelt, alenaal at pox ed OF the, people. 

»,on the other ‘han, has consistently 
readable 2s Crear’ As ‘designed to make the the pede literate 

shinee Shut hen on pee e oe ROR ale ome oe ett 7 lige have 
oo made, but the g oo are that the Commnists have your presentative 
government in the areas under their, control, ani they do operate 2 
program which improves the people's liv pitied. 

If you want to cet dirty you micht suggest that Time's attitude 
toward the China situation may have some remote connection with the 

imperialistic policy enunciated by Henry Luce in his "American Century".



$i 

( see Life magazine of 2h or 3 years aro). It is rather significant 

also that it was Heury) Tuce who, in the early months of 1941 sponsored 

the organization of United “hina Relief, whereby 211 agencies in the 

United States providine relief for Thina were banded tocether under 

one head. Quite a battle developed within JGR when the board insisted 

that all funds should go to Chunpkine sovernment. Shortly thereafter 

(Spring of 1941) Henry and Clare made a trip to Chungking. Could it 

be that Henry has made certain arrangements with leaders of the Kuomintang 

which will be of benefit to him in the post war era? As he has no 

standing with minority party leaders, could it be that he has more than 

an academic interest in preservine the power of the KMT’as now constituted? 

I have no specific knowledge as to whether Stilwell delivered 
an ultimatum to Chiang that he be placed im canmani of 211 Chinese armies. 
My personal opinion is that he did not. I kmow that Stilwell has been 
doing his utmost to achieve unity for the purpose of inereasing China's 
ability to fight Japan. I suspect that, his repeated urring for a work— 
ine agreement with Chim's Gommunist armies resulted in Chiang!s a_greement 
to allow foreign correspondents and an American Military Mission to 
proceed to Yenan. Later I suspect that Chiane either repented his weakness, 
or was prevailed on by his cohorts to restore the blockade. Stilwell 
beine the chief instrument of pressure for reconciliation then became 
the instrument for savine Chiane's face. — 

Sorry T cant help you more Aenes y but perhaps the thines T 

have said may aid in bringing to mind.facts you already know. It would 
. be vetter not toattrivute any recent quotations to me, for stiit 
‘may have an opportunity to work in the Chim: field. You can anything 
that I have written in the past ami say that you have reason to know 
that my views have not changed, and that I wholeheartedly support 
democratic action wherever it appears and oy wateres name it: may be 
taped ¢ > 

With love as always, 



RFD Route #2, Box 353 EF 
Fscondido, California 
4 December 1944 1" 

Dear, Agnes: 

Sorry to have gone so lone without writing, but I have been in 
the hospital again for a small operation on my arm. > ) 

You end Vincent really did e grand job on the broadcast. Iam 
surprised that J.B. has become so terribly reactionary. I dont think it's 
so much a mtter of conviction with him as fear engendered by his economic 

situation and possibly ogo og loyalty to the KMT which stems from his 
support of it in the days it was really revolutionary. Goette, of 
course, has been imposs le — just a status quoer interested only in 
his own well being. Under the circumstances I thought you kept your temper 
remarkably well. . \ : 

I have considered carefully your suggestion that I review Bmily 
Hahn's book, Saturday I got a copy of it and scanned it. It's a lousy piece 
of tripe - in fact the comparison is an insult to tripe. However, I believe 
that an honest review of it would do more harm than good by giving it the 
dignity of serious consideration. One has only to read it in order to lose 
any respect he may have had for the author. I cannot believe that any in- 
telligent person would accept Micky's opinion on any serious matter. She is 
an exotic parasite with a flair for exhibitioism . She has never lived in 
China - only in Shanghai, Hongkongeand Chungking. She has never known Chinese 
- only those Chinese nationals who have become contaminated by contact with 

foreigners. While it is unpleasant to be even referred to by such a person, 
the reference is better ignored. If I were writing a review of this book 
I would simply say "Miss Emily Hahn has written a book of her experiences 

in the demi-monde of Shanghai and Hongkong, includine a fleetine visit to the 

flesh pots of Chungking. Nothine in the book throws any licht on the Chinese 

people, their culture, economy, or politics for the simple reason that the 
author appears to have had no interest in them ani never strayed far enough 
from the flesh pots to be exposed to the realities of China's provlems." 

From your reviewI take it that larry Rossinger has done ae pretty 

good job with his book. I used to talk to him a good deal when he was wibh 

the IPR, and was impressed by his honesty and his zeal . 

It was awfully thoughtful of you Agnes to send the greeting cards 
and the correspondence cards. The Chinese paintings are grand. Many thanks, 

darling. : 

I have a portrait for you done by a young Russian named Chodorow, 

which you will receive as soon as I can cet @ folder large enough to mail it 

in. 
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