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Recent Disturbances.

BRITISH CABINET MISSION

The news of the forthcoming visit of three British Qabinet
membeys to India has on the whole been welcomed here. Mahatma Gandhi
has asked hig ccuhtrymen;tp "accert Gb;ernnent pfofﬁssions at their
face vaelue and believe that SWéraj ié wi%hin sight inside of a few
monthsg," The surpriaing.thing is thaf:deapite repeated disillusionment,
bitter merories of the Cripps Mission &nd.the evidence of our own
blood that has flowed so freely in the streets of. calcutta and Bombay,

Indians are able to reteive British professions in good faith.

Such forbearance is possibla only beoause of ‘the great
influence of Gandhigi'a personality on the temper of the people. If
that 1nf1uence wWere removed from Imdian politica today, this country
would become a vast battlefield. The horrors of the Indian Mutiny of
1857 would be repeated a hundred-fold. The international gituation
being what it is, Britain would be faced with the prospect of & third
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world war. Gendhiji kmows it and is determined to avoid the catastrophe,’

if it is humenly poasible.

We hope that Britiah statesnen who are coming to Indis are
adequately aware of the nmnantouanesa of their mﬂssion. The fate of
their eountry no less than of ours hangs on the sinoerety of their
motives and on their capacity tq,rise.equal to .the occasion. If they are
comimg determimed to part with power. they will succeed in their mission.
But if they are coming with ‘reservetions in thelr mind ani hore to
sidetrack the mein issus of iumsdiete independence by repeating the old
rlea of lack of qg;eamsni among the different elements of Indian national
life, then they will only maie & bad situation worse. &ir Stafford

Cripps tried it once. The result was disastrous.

How can we be expected to believe that responsible British
statesmen seriously conmsider it possiﬁle or even desirable for all
politicel rarties to agree on every méaor issue? Does British history
during the last 300 years bear it out? Do Mr., Attlee and Mr. Churchill
agree today on sc important an iaaue as the nationalisatiﬂn of one of
Britain's major industries? It is only in Bolshevist Russia and in Nazi
Germany that all men agree on ejaryvigaue. Wihen parties disagree, peaople
decide. This is the eaaenoézdfudéﬁodiatio practice. If a foreign power
insists on agreeuant between partirs as a pre-condition of the. fitness
of the people fcr democracy, then it is only an axguuent for denial, of .
freedom. If Hitler hai offared to quit France provided Mershal Petain
and General de Gaulla ~agreed first on the future constitution of France,

would the wvrld have takgn his offer aerioualy?

However, Mr. Attlee'a speech in the House of Commons on Merch 15
was & happy departure from what we have been used to bearing so far. TFor
the first time a British Prime Minister.seems tc h&ve faced the Indian
‘issue -frankly and soberly. The speeeh has created a healthy impression
in India and has been welcozed by alrmost 311 Indian 1eaders except &

Mr. Jinnah.,  If the British atateamen are neally determined to solve the .
Indian- “problem", thay will find that the rroblem haa already solved
itself, = vl s

&



MOUNTING TENSION IN INDIA

_“ The disturbances- break*ng out from day to day in different parts
of the country are ¢ anger signals of the erowmg unrest, among the masses
whiuh has spread &vin to -the Indian arﬂed forces. on February 18 some
ratin?a of the Royal Indian Navy atruck work because their grievancea
regarding pay &nd allowances, better food, speedy demobilisation and post-
war settlement had for long been disreqarded. Their demends included some ,
of a political nature, like withdrawl of Indian troops from Indonesie and

the relesse of political prisoners deteined without trial,

A strike by the arméd forces was not & unmique phenomenon because
American and Britiéh servibemeh"had gone on strike before, but in this
case the situation rapi&i&'deteriorated on account §f tke rude behaviour
end imsulting languaze of a British maval cfficer. The’ strike snread
fast, involving about 15000 Himdu and luslinm ratinga of Bombaey, Karachi
End other places. I. Bombay and Karachi the British nLlitary police and
operied fire on the s*rikera who retaliated uauaing some casualties on
teth sides. The dis*urbances srread. to the city of Bombay where the
rolice fired om erowis of both Hindus ard Muslima, as meny as twenty times
in cme dey. There wes widespread’ riotinp in the stroata. the transport
system was completel; paralysed, shops closnd end three'hundred thousand
Workers were idle. . The cfficial estimate of casualties places them at
over 200 killed and over & thousand injured. Zventuelly the Congress
leaders who had all *long been trying ta rvstore order and negotiate a
peaceful settlemsmt 1=rsuadad ‘thé navgl rdtings tc arree to the cuthori-

ties' demand for surronder.

on February =7 above 200 Indian zg;oys went on strike in Jubbul-

pore in sympathy with the R. I N. ratings and demonstrated in the streets;

the number of strikez aweiled later to- i7i6 accordinz to official
-rfigurea. In a bayqnca gftack ﬁade on the strikers 35 persons were
wounded. Rioting als: brake'out in Delhi during a dembnatration against
the victory-week celcvrations on March 7.. The roelice firing on crowds
killed five'and injurcd tem. In all these qaaeé police and military
excesses caused peécefulmdennnatrations t. cegenerate into riots, thus
prdvidihg an opp;rtunity tbfunruly elements for violence, arson end

.-

looting.
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‘ But for the restraint 1mpoaed by the Congress aml its strong hold
upon the people any one of these ineidants might have set the whole coun-
try ablaze. Mahatme Gandhi as: well as other congress leadérs have strong-
ly denouneced violence and disorder amd arpealed to the reorle to remain
calm and give the British what may be their last chance for a peaceful

settlement.

FROVINCIAL MINISTRIES

‘80 fer popular governments have been formed in four provinces,
Assam, Punjeb, Sind and the North-West Frontier Province. 4ll these four
provinees have been claimed by Mr. Jinnsh as part of his Pekistan zone
on the ground that the overwhelming majority of the inhebitants want a
separate and sovereirn homeland of their own. The Muslim Lgague fought
the election on the DTakisten issue. The election results, however, tell
@& different take. In the North-West Frontier Frovince, where the uuslima
constitute 91.79 per cent of the population, the Muslim League could win
only 17 seats in a Hiuse of 50, es against the Congress which haé 30
seats. In Assam the TMBlim League hes a strangth of 31 me against 58 gf
the Congress. In 1'-oth these provinces the Congress hag formed the
governmnt . In the Iungab the Mualim league has a voting. stnength of 79
as against 89 of the Congress-unionist Sikh coalition which has formed
the governrent. In Sind alone the Mnalim‘League_was invited by the
Governor to form the Ministry, though its strength Was only 28, as against
29 of the congress-MUSlim'coéaition.‘-The Governcr's acticn has been
universally criticised ag a flagrant breach of constitutional practice.
The League Ministry cen maintain itself in the saddle only with the help
of the three Buropean votes. .8ince the Buropean members will vote as the
Governor wants them to, the whip-hand will be the Governor's. In any
case the verdict of the electorate in all the four provinces haidly bears
out the Leegue's ckim to be the sole arbiﬁex_of the cestiny of thmse
provinces{. ;

INDIAN RAILWAYS.

Tresenting the Rellway Budget to the Central Assembly on 18th
February, the Railway and War fraﬁaport Merber, Sir Edﬁard Benthall,
stated that "financielly the pogition of the railways is fa; sounder
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fhan it has ever been at any stage in the ‘mstory of the r.ailw;a.ya.” The
ral‘.lwaf meﬁsi;er has reasaon to cchgratulate himself, for duri.né the diffi-
cultn war yearé the railways h.a.'.re not only been able to sustain the :
tn:reased expend;ture but have also yielded a surplus amounting to some
20¢ crores ( & eroxe is equal to ten rﬂilion, and & rupee to about :

1w, 6 4.

Much of this profit has gone to the Generél Bevenues. Uhile the
profits were mountirg, the lot of the poor railway passenger went on
rroporticnetely Worcening. e do not think that at eny time in the
kiztory of the railvays, they were run with such utteor disregard of the
convenience of the ¢.vil passengers, specially the third clasgs passengers
who provide the bull of the revenue. There is also no denying the fact
thaz much of the trigedy of the Bengal Tamine oould have been avoided 1f
the railways had not operated vish smuch utier eallousness to the needs
of the people. It i: a well-km-wn scanda: that while rice could not be

1rrpc rted into Benga.. race horsss could.

_ Today the Indian railways are 8til1l dependent on foreign
couatries for the supply of engines. wagons and coaching stock., It ig
e zorry state of af.f?d.rs. Why weren't the phemomenal profits of the
way years invested in Incomotive eand other allied industry so as tc meke
the railway work-shos aalf'-auffiloient? The resson is obvious. . The
British post-war industry would lose a valuable market in India. That
& free anl prosperous Imdia, with its 400 million consumer-public might
‘prcvide & bigger and a richer market to British 1ndu3tries, does not
strike even the socialists in Britain.

FREEDOM OF PRE3S IN BRITISH EMI'IRZ

For writing e letter to the "Colonial Times" of Nairobi, in-vhieh
he destribved Imdia as "virtually a big Belsem camp", an Indian by name
W.4. Sohan has been s nnteﬁced to four months' rigorous impriscnment,
Neirobi is the oapiial of Kenya, the British Colony of Tast Africs.

Wren Indiens are 111 treated in South Africa, the British Government
pleads 1ts helple;saneaa to intervene in.the internal ad_miniatratio.n of &
geli.governing Dominion., But Kenya is directly govermed by the Colonial
Office of His Majest ‘s Government. The white magistrete who convicted
Mr. 3chan foar vwhat in Emgland and Amar:loa would ba conaidered a
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legitimgta expression of epinion and the Socialist Covernment that
allews such convictions te remain have by their acts 6hly confirmed the

accused's charge that Hitler's ways did not disappear with him.

MAHATIA GANDHT ON F0oD CRISIS

"@iven henrty co-operation by Governmnt servants and the
general public, I have not fhe glightcat doubt that the country can
tide over the difficulty. Just as panic is the surest way to defcst,
80 also will be the case when there is Widéspread distress impending
end prompt action is not taken. Let us not think of the causes of the
distress. Whatever the cause, the fact is that if the Government and
the public do not approasch the crisis patiently and courageﬁual&.
disester is a certainty. We rust fight this foreign Government on all
other fronts exeeprt this one, 2nd even on this we shall fight then -
they betray cesllousness or contempt for rcasomed public orinion. In‘.
‘thié conncction I invite the public to'share my opinion that we should
accept Government rrofcssions nt their face value and beliecve that

Swaraj is within sight inside of a few months."

RESOLUTIONS PASSZID BY THE_GONGRESS ORKING COMIITTEE, 16th March, 46.
. FOCD CRISIS

"Where-as the war and its after effects have already created a
serious food situetion which has been materielly aggravated by the
failure of rains in mamy parts of Iﬁdia‘with the result that the country
is faced with both food and cloth famine, it is essential that the
poliey of the Government and the people should be one at this time of
crisis. Hunger mﬁkes no distinction between high and low, Hindu and
Muslim or any other. ‘But the rcal burdcn nf sﬁffering however, in-
evitably will £a1l on the poor. In the circumsteances, the'Working
Committee would like to make its policy c;ear; ;

(1) The first thing in these difficult ;imgé_is fbr the people not
to lose heert. Evéryono should realise his pergqnal cuty and perform it
to the best of his ability, believing that if everyone escted likewise,
India will be eble to aﬁrmcunt alli difficulﬁies with courage and confi-
dence and be able to save thoussnds of poor lives. Evefy villager and

townsmen should, therefore, ¢o the best he can for his neighbour anc
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for himgelf. 4

(2) Bveryone who Possegges any land should in the shortest time
ErcW such foodestyffg on it as he ¢can. Cultiveble land'lying waste
should be speedily brought under the plough and every facility should
be given for this purpose by the state, -

(3) after fulfilling his own minimum requirements from his produce,
he should make the remsinder availeble for otherswho may be in need.

(4) Preference should be given to food Crors over wnney crors
wherever -racticeble.

(5] Pecrle should sink orcinary wells and dig tanks wherever there
is scareity of water and all facilities for this purpose should be
f£iven by the State and logal bolies,

(6)‘It is the duty of the righ to-day to live simply and divert
their energy anc wealth towaypds produgtive and constructive activities
for the relief of cistress.

(2) Every effort should be made to secure Bupplies from abroad, but
we should net feel helpless in any ¢ese, On the contrary, we rust pro=-
Cuce all we can in Indie and be rrepared to face all emergencies with
the resources svailsble, It must be remembered that even the receipt
'Ff agditional crops will not serve the purpoge in view unless the
supplies resch in time the starving plages end are equitably distri-
buted there. ‘

(8) All food..should be economically used &nd exrenditiire on
. oceasions of marrisges and other ceremonies must be evoided.

. (9) Processes.of canning and preservation of freits should be
Jgncouraged and widely acopted so that full use may be made of all
available fruits and no part thereof may be wasted. .

(10) It is the duty of the State to put all their available
rescurces of man-power, techmigal skill and mechanical arrliances,
whether civil or military, for growing, pregerving and transporting
food to whe;ejeg necessary. - 41l exports of gereals, foodatuffs, oil-
seeds, ollczkes, groundnuts, oil and other edibles ghould be absolutely
Trohibited,

(11) The State should sink deep wells and adopt other means of

water supply where¥er necessary. - Demobilised. and discharged personnel
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- from the defence services ineluding the I.N.A, should be utilised for

increasing the production of foodstuffs. _

(12) The Committee expeé%a the nafiﬂn{to meke a&ll neeecssary
sacrifices for relieving distress in the country and for reking success-
ful any remsonable schemes of rationing and procurement and any measures
for checking hoarding. black-marketinp and corruption that may have to
be taken on hand.

(13) It is clear that just as it is the duty of the public to co-
orerate in all helpful ways, it is the rrimary duty of the Government to
understand and fulfil the essential needs of the people, Measures for
meeting the serious situation cannot be fully successful and effective
unless power vests in the peorle.

(14) 8o fer as want of cloth is concerned, it is the duty of the

: State and the pecple alike to render every assistance to the villagers

in srder to enable them to proﬁﬁce:by their own effcrt encush khadi in
the villages. "The State should rrovide facilities for cotton growing
or cotton itself and 1nstruwnnts of rroduction and instructors where
necessary. - :

(15) Congress Committees énd Conzressmen are advised ts helr in

every way to give effect to the recommendstions in thig resolution."

INTERNATIONAL SITUATION

f“The Yorking conguttée héﬁé noted ‘with grave concern the growing

tension in the intermationmal sitﬁatioﬁ.*fes&lting in open recrimination

: betﬁeen the great povwers an attempts on their part to secure or hold

on to coloniel ereas and vantage f;infs and create satellite States,
which may lead to. rossible future conflicts, The war that has- recently
ended has; in spite of the professi ns nadé in the course of it, neither
ended the 1mperialist.dozdna$ion ef subaect ¢ountries nor the era of
power pslitics. The old imﬁeriaiiém still continues and in addition
new types of imperialism are growine. ‘The recent U.N.0. Conference in
London is startling evidence 9T the Fact: ‘that instead of a new orcder of
free and United Nations evolving, there is disunity among the leading
nations end a lack of freedom over vast areas. 0il is still the lure

of imperial domination, and security and preservaticn of the so-called
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life-lines of empire or sfrategic outposts are made the excuses for
axpansion as well as retention of colonial areas. This contlnuetion of

the old end discredited policy Which has led alrsady to two disastrous

=

_Wbrld Wara, is likelv to result in yet another war, on a more cplossal and

destructive scale. _ ;

It is evident that peace end freedom cannot grow out of these
scedg of'continuing conflict and war. Imperialiat policy has to be dig-
carded not only in the 1nteresta of aubject nations tut alsc.to rid the
world of the peril that mhght overthalm humanity. It has thus becoms
urgently necessary to end foreign damination over the ccuntrwes of Asia
and Africa, and for foreign arnﬁes 10 be Wwithdrawn from all such countries,
and notably from Indonesia, Manchuria, Indo-China, Iran and Egypt. India
wtill remains the crux of the problew of Asian freedon and on the
1ndependence of India depcnds thn freednm of _meny countries and the peace
of the world .» '

B i

INDIANS IN SOUTH-AFRICA

v "Theﬁﬁbrking Commitfee of the Iﬁdian Nationai Cdngress ars of
opinicn that the disabilities of the Indian gsettlers in Scuth er¢ca
constitute a blot on humanity and a slur ‘on the clvilizetion of the West,
A8 the submission to Hisg Excellency the Viceroy of the Indian Dapuuetion
from South Africa shows, the disabilitiea are an unbroken tale cf pro-
gressive preaudice against the Asiatica defined as “any Turk and Pny ;
member of & race or tribe whose natinnal home is in Asia but whick does
not include any member of the JeWiah or the Syrien facn or & person
belonging to the race or class known as the Cape Malay " anc - of broken
promises and declarations. "4 civilizatisn that requires for its protec-
tion a series of legal enactfﬁnta imposing poliiical and econnmic :
restrictions onlcoloured and Asiatic peoples must contain seceds ~f future
ware and its own destructian.

The Committee are of opinion that tﬁé contenmlatéa'bggﬁch of.fiade
relaticons between India and the Union of South Africa is the rildest step
that the Government of India éould-have taken.LrThe Committee would ask
the Government of India forthwith to withdraw their High Connﬂsaibne:, if
the Union Government would not suspend the proposed iegislétiEn,'anding

the convening of a Round Table Conference between the two governrents to

1
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consider the whole policy of the Union Government against non-white
peoples of the earth.

The Committee are painfully surprised to find Field-Marshal
Smuts, the Premier of the Union, dismissing on the untenable plea of
regarding the proposed anti-Asietig Bill ss a domestic affair, the right
of the Indian Government and, by parity of reasoning, of the other
Allied powers, of friendly intervention. The Committee hold that at
this time of the day it is not open to any state, however powerful it
may be, to refuse to listen to the publig opinion of the world as voiced
through its different States with referengce to any legislation regarded
by them as of en inhuman gharacter or as amounting to a slur on the
self-respect of the races comprisih'g sjeh a2 Statey
: The Covmittee venture tc advise the victorious allies to take

notice of the conterplated mectinn of the Government of South Africa in
asmuch &s the war would have been foyght in vain if now the persistengs
by the Union Governrent of South Africa in the ba#® sinister againét
Asiatic races and conloured peoples inhabiting the subegontinent 1‘
maintained. . .

To the Indizn Deputation from South africa the cctmitfee would
say that whilst they (the Committee) and, indeed, the whol® of India,
irrespective of parties or communities, are with them in their just :
struggle and would lend them all the moral weight the& ¢an, they should
realise that the brunt of the unequal stryzgle will have to be borne by
them, and the Committee feel assured that the Indians in South aAfrica
will worthily carry out the example set by them years ago of vindigating
their self-respect end that of the Motherland by the noble rule of selfe
suffering.

The Committee would, however, fain hope, even at the eleventh
hour, that in the plece of the indefensible law of the jungle, which
the policy &s revealed by the contemplated legislation enunciates, the
Government of the Union of South Afriga and its white settlers would

listen to reamon and the apreal of the morsl law by whigh mankind lives )

RECENT DISTURBANCES

"The Working Committee of the Indian Netional Congress are of

opinion that the recent disturbanges c¢reated by the people in Bombay,
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Telki, Calcutta anéd cther rlaces were in évery way harmful and were an
obstacle in the way ot th. Congress. These included arson and incendia-
rism whether of private 8hops or public places, loo ting specially
destruction of foodstuffs, frightening pedestrains, compelling people to
shout slogans, compelling Buropeans to rerpve their hats and otherwise
molesting them., 4ll thess acts Were mwdfestly ucoinst the policy of
non-violence adopted by the Congress and were derogatory to national
dignity. Whilst there is nothing bu, unmxed condermatinn of popular
frenzy, this Committes, without vrejudgine she :ﬁlitar& action tagen in
order to deel with tho recent outbur:ts of violence, are of opimiosn
that the rorular beiief, generally snd Justly; kas besn that such
action has been taken in excess of mocessity and in crder to strike
terror in the heerts of the poople and that therefors the military have
bulleted passersby and even innocent peonle, 7en, women or children
dtanding in their own gelleries. 4ny such action, at the rresent
moment, instead of 2owing down the populaee, iac the effeect of
infuriating it.

The Committese, therefore, ask the Govermrent to institute
en enquiry into the militery action taken in the varicus plsces and
hope that the inguiry will be oren and public and will have on it
representatives with judicial qualificetions and e7joying publie
confidence. At the same time the Committee hope that the people will
observe restraint, befittineg the Congress and help the conference
between the Cabinet iission end the representatives of the reople uo

carry on their work in s calm atmosphere ."
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