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BRITISH CABINET MISSION 

1 The news of the forthcoming visit of three British Cabinet 
: membeys to India has on the whole been welcomed here, ‘Mahatma Gandhi 
has asked his countrymen to "accent Gove rnne professions at their 

face velue and beliove that Swarej is within sight inside of a few 

months." The surprising thing is that! cespite repeated Gisillusionment, 
bitter memories of the Cripps Mission and.the evidence of our own 

blood that has flowed so freely in the streets of. Calcutta and Bombay, 

Indians are able to reeecive British professions in good faith. 

Such forbearance is possible only elle of the great 

dmebuease of Gandhijits personality on “ae temper of the people, If 

that influence Were removed from Indian neleties today, this country 
Would become a vast battlefield. The horrors of the Indian Mutiny of 

‘ 1857 would be repeated a hundred-fold. The international situation 

being what it is, Britain would be faced with the prospect of a third



World war. Gandhiji kmows it and is determined ve bes the catastrophe,” 

if it is humanly possible, . 

We hope that British Statesmen who sre coming to India are 

adequately aware of the mprant ousneds of their mission. The fate of 

their; country no less than of ours hangs on the ines shhy oF their 

motives and on their capscity tq tise ,equal to the occasion. If they are 

coming determined to part with power, they will succeed in their mission. 

But if they are coming with reservetions in their mind am hope to 

sidetrack the main issue of imséiste independence by repeating the old 

plea of lack of agreement among the different elements of Indien national 

life, then they will only ee @ bad situation worse. Sir Stafford 

Cripps tried it once. The result was disastfous. 

How can we be expected to believe thet responsible British 

statesmen seriously consider it possible or éven desirable for all 

political parties to agree on every major issue? Does British history 

Curing the last 300 years bear it out? Do Mr, Attlee and Mr. Churchill 

agree today on so important an issue 88 the nationalisation of one of 

Britain's major industries? It is only in Bolshevist Russia and in Nazi 

Germany that all men agree on every issue. When parties disagree, people 

decide. This is the bance ‘Of democratic practice. If a foreign power 

insists on peri s between parties as @ pre-condition of the. fitness 

of the people for “democracy, then it is only an argune nt for denial, of. 

freedom If aitier hes offered to quit France provided Marshal Petain 

and General de Gaulle agreed first on the future constitution of France, 

would the world have taken his offer seriously? 

However, Mr. Attlee's speech in the House cf Commons on Merch 15 

was @ happy departure from what we have been used to bearing so ‘far, For 

the first time a British Prime Minister.seems to have faced ths Indian 

issue frankly and soberly. The speeeh has created a healthy impression 

in India and has Feen welcomed by almost ‘all Indi an ieaders except ce 

Mr. Jinnah. ~ If the British Steteomen are geally determined to, solve. the. 

Indian: “propien, = will fine that. the MEO has already seal 

itself. ;
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MOUNTING TENSION IN INDIA 

The disturbances: breaking out from day to day in different parts 

of the country” ére’< anger signéls of the growing unrest. among the masses 
which has spread Sven: to -the Titian ed forces. on February 18 some 

ratings of the Royal Indian Nevy struck work because their grievances 

regarding pay and allowances, better food, speedy demobilisation and post- 
war settlement had for long been disregarded. Their demands included some 
of a political nature, like withdrawl of Indian troops from Indonesia and 
the release of political ‘prisoners deteinec without trial. 

4 strike by the armed forces was not @ unique phenomenon because 

Americen and British servicemen “had gone on strike before, but in this 

: case the situation rapidly deteriorated on account of the rude behaviour 

and insulting languace of a British naval officer. “The” strike spread 

fast,. involving sbout 15000 Hindu and Muslim ratings of Bombay, Karachi 

and other places. Th Bombay and Karachi the British military police and 

opened fire on — strikers who retaliated ete. some casualties on 

both sides. The dist see spread. to the ci ty of Bombay where the 

police fired on crowis of both Hindus ard Muslins, ao. many “as twenty times. 

in one day. There was widespread rioting in the stroéts, the transport 

system-was completely paralysed, shops closed and three ‘hundred thousand 

Workers were idle. The official estimate of casualties places them at 

over 200 killed and over @ thousand injured. Eventually the Congress 

leaders who had all elong been trying ta Test ORs order and negotiate a 

peaceful settlement rersuaded the naval ratings to. agree'to the authori- 

tiest demand for surronder. 

On February 27 above 200 Indian. sepcys went on strike in Jubbul- 

pore in sympathy with the R.I,N. ratings anc demnstrated in the streets; 

thé iuitber of strikes: swebled Inter to: i716 accordinc to official 
: fieuzes. In a bayone* attack nae on the strikers 35 persons were 

wounded. Rioting als: nage Gat in Delhi during a demonstration against 

the victory-week celebrations on March 7 The police firing on crowds 

killed five and injured ten. In all these cases police and military 

excesses caused peaceful demnstrations t. cegenerate into riots, thus 

providing an ons iinity to’ unruly elements for violence, arson and 
* 

looting.
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But for the restraint imposed by the Congress ami its strong hold 
upon the people any one of these intidents might have set the whole coun- 
try ablaze, Mahatme Gandhi as: well as other congress ‘leaders have strong- 
ly denounced violence and disorder ani appealed to the people to remain 
calm and give the British what may be their last chance for a peaceful 

settlement. 

PROVINCIAL MINISTRIES 

So fer popular governnents have been formed in four provinces, 
Assam, Punjab, Sind and the North-West Frontier Province. 411 these four 
provinces have been Claimed by Mr. Jinnah as part of his Pakistan zone 

on the ground that the overwhelming majority of the inhabitants want a 

Separate and sovereicn homeland of the ir‘own. The Muslim League fought 
the election on the Pakisten issue. The election results, however, tell 
a different take. In the North-West Frontier Province, where the Muslins 
constitute 91.79 per cent of ths population, the Muslim League could win 
only 17 seats in a House of 50, as against the Congress which ned 30 

seats. In Assam the msida League has a at ouheen of 31 as. against 58 of 
the Congress. In both these provinces the Congress had formed the 

government. In the Punjab the Muslim League has a voting. ‘ehmeugth of 79 

as against 89 of the Congress -Unionist-Sikh coalition which has for mec 

the governrent. In Sind alone the ‘Muslin League was invited by the 

Governor to form the Ministry, though its strength was only 28, as against 

29 of the Getevess-inislin coalition. The Governor's acticn has been 

universally criticised ag a flagrant breach of constitutional practice. 

The League Ministry can maintain itself in the saddle only with the oo 

of the three European votes. ,Since the European members will vote as the 

Governor wants them to, the whi p-hand will be the Governor's. In any 

case the verdict of the electorate in all the four provinces hardly bears 
out the League's clain to be the sole arbiter of the destiny of thesé 

provinces. 
: 

INDIAN RAILWAYS | 

Presenting the Railway Budget to the Central Assembly on 18th 

February, the Railway and Var Transport Member, Sir Eeward Benthall, 

stated thet "financielly the position of the railways is far sounder



$ Bis 

“eas it has ever beea at any stage in the history of the Falamayo.t The 
rel lway member has reason to congratulate himself, for during the diffi- 
Culs War years the railways have not only been able to sustain the 
tnsreased expendit ure but have also yielded a Surplus amounting to samme 
20C crores ( a orore ig equal to ten million, and a rupee to about 
fe. 6G.) 

Much of this profit has gone to the General Revemes. While the 
profits were mounting, the lot of the poor railway passenger went on 
proportionately worsening. ‘Ye do not think that at any time in the 
kistory of the Tailvays, they were’ run with such utter disregard of the 
sonvenience of the civil passengers, specially the third class passengers 
he provide the bulk of the revenue. There is also no denying the fact 
thet much of the trazedy of the Bengal Famine could have been avoided if 
the railways had not operated vith such utter callousness to the needg : 
of the people. It ic a well-known Scandal that while rice could not be s 
Pmpoxted into Benga... race horses could. 

Today the Indian reilways are still dependent on foreign 

Countries for the supply of engines, wagons and coaching stock. It is 
& sorry state of affairs. Why weren't the phenomenal profits of the 

Way years invested in Incomotive and other allied industry so as to make 

the reilway work-shops self-sufficient? The reason is obvious. . The 
British post-war industry would lose a valuable market in India. Thet 

a free an prosperous India, with its 400 million consumer-public might 

provide ®& bigger and a richer mrket to British dnduat7 ipa does not 

strike even the socialists in Britain, 

FREEDOM OF PRESS IN BRITISH EMPIRZ 

For writing ea letter to the "Colonial Times" of Nairobi, ‘in- wadeh 

he destribed India as “virtually a big Belsem camp", an Indian by name 

WH. Sohan has beens ontenced to four months! rigorous imprisonmnt, 

Neirobi is the capital of Kenya, the British Colony of Hast Africa, 

Ween Indians are i111 treated in gouth Africa, the British Government 

pleads its tea raeeareas to intervene dnecthy internal administration of @ 

self-governing Dominion. But Kenya is directly govermed by the Colonial 
Office of His Majesty's Government. ‘The white magistrate sesso convicted 

Mx. Sohan for what it: Emgland and America Would be Considered a
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legitimate expression of epinion and the Socialist Government that 

allews such convictions to remain have by their acts only confirmed the 

accused's charge that Hitler's ways did not disappear with him. 

MAHATMA GANDHI ON FOOD CRISIS 

"Given hearty co-operation by Governrent servants and the 

general public, I have not the slightest doubt that the Country can 

tide over the difficulty. Just as panic is the surest way to defcat, 

80 also will be the case when there is Widespread distress impending 

end prompt ection is not taken. Let us not think of the Causes of the 

distress. Whatever the cause, the fact is that if the Government and 

the public do not approach the crisis patiently and Couaccously, 

disaster is a certainty. We rust fight this foreign Government on all 

other fronts except this one, and even on this we shall fight thon a, 

they betray callousness or contempt for rcasoned public orinion. In = 

this connection I invite the public to share my opinion that we should 

accept Government profcssions at thoir facc value and believe that 

Swersj is within sight inside of a few months." 

RESOLUTIONS PASSED BY THE CONGRESS VORKING COMMITTEE, 16th March, 46. 

Foo CRISIS 

"“Whereeas the War and its after effects have already created a 

serious food situation which has been materially aggravated by the 

failure of rains in many parts of India with the result that the country 

is faced with. both food and cloth famine, it is essential that the 

policy of the Government and the ‘people should be one at this time of 

crisis.. Hunger makes no distinction between high anc low, Hindu and 

Muslim or any other. ‘But the real burden of suffering however, in- 

evitably will fall on ‘the poor. In the circumstances, the Working 

Committee would like to make its policy clear, ‘ 

(1) The first thing in these difficult times is for the people not 

to lose heart. BiSiybhe should realise his personal cuty anc perform it 

to the best of his ability, believing that if everyone acted likewise, 

Incia will. be able to surmount ali difficulties with courege and confi- 

cence and be able to save thousands of. poor lives. Every villager and 

townsuen should, therefore, do the best he can for his neighbour anc



for himself. : 

(2) Everyone who possegses any lend should in the shortest time 
Erow such foodestuffg on it as he ‘Can. Cultivable land lying waste 

shoulc be speedily brought under the plough and every facility should 
be given for this Turpose by the State,- 

(3) after fulfilling his own minimum requirements from hig produce, 
he shoule make the remainder available for otherswho may be in need. 

ce) Preference shoulé be given to food Crops over’ mone crops 
wherever nmracticable. 

(5) Pecrle should sink ordinary wells and dig tenks wherever there 
is scarcity of water and all fecilities for this purpose should be 
eiven by the State and logal bocies, 

(6). It is the duty of the righ to-day to live simply and divert 
their energy and wealth towards productive -and Constructive activities 
for the relief of distress, 

(7) Every effort. should be made to secure Supplies from abroad, but 
we should not feel helpless in any ¢ase. On the contrary, we must pro- 
cuce all we can in Indie and be Prepared to face all emergencies with 
the resources available. It must be remembered that even the receipt 
of agcitional crops will not serve the purpose in view unless the 

Supplies resch in time the starving places end are equitably cistri- 
buted there. ° 

(8) All food..should ve economically used and exnenditire on 
. oceGasions of merrisges and other ceremonies must be avoided. 

. (9) Processes. of canning and preservation of fraits should be 
encouraged and widely adopted so that full use may be made of all 
available fruits and no part thereof may be wasted. 

(10) It is the cuty of the State to put all their available 

resources of man-power, technical skill and mechanical appliances, 

whether civil or military, for growing, preserving and transporting 

food to wherever necessary. All exports-of cereals, foodstuffs, oil- 

seecs, ollcekes, groundnuts, o11 and other edibles should be absolutely 
rrohibited, 

(11) The state should sink ceep wells and adopt other means of 
water supply wheregex necessary. ‘Dembilised. and éischargeé personnel
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. 
- from the defence services including the I.N.A, should be utilised for 

increasing the production of foodstuffs. 

(12) The Committee expects the nation to make all neeessary 

sacrifices for relieving distress in the Country and for mmking success- 
ful any reasonable schemes of rationing and procurement and any measures 

for checking hoarding, blackemarketing anc Corruption that may have to 

be taken on hand. 

(13) It is clear that just as it is the duty of the public to co- 

operate in all helpful ways, it is the primary duty of the Government to 

understand and fulfil the essential needs of the people, Measures for 

meeting the serious situation batho’ be — successful and effective 

unless poWer vests in the people. 

(14) 80 fer as want of cloth is concerned, it is the duty of the 

State and the people alike to render every assistance to the villagers 

in order to enable them to produce :by their own effort enough khadi in 

the villages. The staté should provide facilities for cotton growing 

or cotton itself and elk tai of production and instructors where 

necessary. 

(15) Congress Committees and Congressmen are adviged to heln in 

every way to give effect to the recommendations in this #esolution." 

INTERNATIONAL ITUATION 

“ "The Yo-rking Committee have noted with grave concern the growing 

tension in the international situation, resulting in open recrimination 

: between the great powers ani attempts on their part to secure or hold 

on to colonial areas and vantage points and cteate satellite States, 

which may lead to -possible future conflicts. The war that has recently 

ended has; in spite of the professicns nade in the course of it, neither 

enced the imperialist domination of subject “countries nor the era of 

power politics. The old imperialism still continues and in addition 

new types of imperialism are erowine. The recent U.N.0. Conference in 

London is startling. evidence gf the Fact: that instead of a new order of 

free end United Nations evolving, there is disunity among the leading 

nations and a lack of tiewsond over vast areas. Oil is still the lure 

of imperial domination, and security and preservation of the so-called
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life-lines of empire or strategic outposts are made the excuses for 
pe pension as well as retention of colonial areas. This continuation of 
the old end discredited policy which has led Deteany: to two disastrous tends 

. World Ware, is — ~ aa in yet indies War, on & more colossal and 
destructive scale. 

It is evident that peace and tiered cannot, eck bate of these 
seeds of continuing conflict and tl Imperialist policy has to be dis- 
carded neti only in the interests of oem nations but also to rid the 
world of ‘Sine peril that might overwhelm humanity. It has thus become 
urgently necessary to end for eign domination over the countries of Asia 
and Africa, and for foreign armies to be withdrawn from all such countries, 
and notably from Indonesia, Manchuria, Indo- -China, Iran ani Egypt. India 
wtill remains the crux of the Problen of Asian freedom and on the 
independence of India dopedie: ‘the freedom of many countries and the peace 
of the — © 

INDIANS IN SOUTH-AFRICA 

i "The Working Committee of the Indian National Congress are of 
opinion that the disabilities of the Indian settlers in South Africa 
constitute a blot on humanity and a slur on the civilization of the West. 
as the submission to His Excellency the > Viceroy of the Indian pAlee ea 
from South africa shows, the disabilities are an unbroken tele ae pro- 
gressive prejudice against the Asiatics defined as Seog Turk and any i 
member of a race or tribe whose national home is — Asia — which does 
not include any member of the Jewish or the Syrien race or a person 
belonging to the race or class known as the Cape Maley." anc-of broken 
promises and declarations. 4 civilizatis on that requires for its protec- 
tion a series of legal enactments imposing political and economic 
restrictions on “coloured and Asiatic peoples must Contein seeds of future 
Ware and its own deéstiniction. 

The Committee are of opinion that the contemplated breach of trade 
Telations between India and the Union of South Africa is the rildest step 
that the Government of India could have taken. The Committee would ask 
the Government of India forthwith to’ withdraw their High Commissioner, if 
the Uriion Government would not suspend the proposed legislatiin, ponding 
the convening of a Round Table Conference between the two governments to
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consider the whole policy of the Union Government against non-white 

peoples of the earth. 

The Committee are painfully surprised to find Field-Marshal 

Smuts, the Premier of the Union, dismissing on the untenable plea of 

regarding the proposed anti-Asiati¢c Bill as a domestic affair, the right 

of the Indian Government and, by parity of reasoning, of the other 

Allied powers, of friendly intervention. The Committee hold that at 

this time of the day it is not open to any state, however powerful it 

may be, to refuse to listen to the publig opinion of the world as voiced 

through its different States with yveference to any legislation regarded 

by them as of an inhuman character or as amounting to a slur on the 

self-respect of the races er ee sych 2 State, 

The Committee venture to advise the victorious allies to take 

notice of the contemplated action of the Governzent of South Africa in 

asmuch as the War would have been foyght in vain if now the persistenge 

by the Union Government of South africa in the baY sinister against 

Asiatic races and coloured peoples inhabiting the sub egontinent £8 

maintained. 

To the Indien Deputation from South africa the committee would 

say that whilst they (the Committee) and, indeed, the whole of India, 

irrespective of parties or communities, are with them in their just 

struggle and would lend them all the moral weight they gan, they shoud 

realise that the brunt of the unequal struggle will have to be borne by 

them, and the Committee feel assured that the Indians in South africa 

will worthily carry out the example set by them years ago of vindicating 

their self-respect and that of the Motherland by the noble rule of self. 

suffering. 

The Committee would, however, fain hope, even at the eleventh 

hour, that in the place of the indefensible law of the jungle, which 

the policy as revealed by the contemplated legislation enunciates, the 

Government of the Union of South Africa and its white settlers would 

listen to reamon and the apreal of the mral law by whigh mankind lives} 

RECENT DISTURBANCES , 

"The Working Committee of the Indian National Congress are of 

opinion that the recent disturbanges created by the people in Bombay,
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Delhi, Calcutta and other places were in e6very Way harmful and were an 
obstacle in the Way of the Congress. These included arson and incendia- 
rism whether of private shops or public places, loo ting specially 

destruction of foodstuffs, frightening pedestrains, Compelling people to 
shout slogans, Compelling Buropeans to remove their hats and otherwise 

molesting them. All theso acts were mmifestly uccinst the policy of 
non-violence adopted by the Congress end were derogatory to national 
cienity. Whilst there ig nothing bu) unmixed condemnation of popular 
frenzy, this Committee, without prejudging the Vilitary action tasen in 
order todeal with the recent outbur:ts of violence, are of opinion 
that the popular belief, generally end justly, has been that such 

action has been taken in excess of necessity and in crder to strike 

terror in the hearts of the pcople and that therefore the military have 

vulleted passersby and even innocent people, zen, women or children 
standing in their own galleries. Any such action, at the present 

moment, instead of aowing down the populace, iar the effect of 

infuriating it, 

The Committee, therefore, ask the Governrent to institute 
an enquiry into the militery action taken in the various places and 

hope that the inguiry will be open end public and will have on it 

representatives with judicial qualifications and enjoying public 
confidence. At the same time the Committee hope that the people will 

observe restraint, befitting the Congress and help the conference 

between the Cabinet iission and the representatives of the People so 

carry on their work in a calm atmosphere."
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