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Precis. 110/41. 

(Extract from "Wah Kiu Tung Shun" No.26) { 
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The Disbandment of the New 4th Army. 

Whether China can remain unified today depends chiefly on 

the outcome of the New 4th Armye Unless she remains unified, 

she will have little chance to emerge victoriously from her 

struggle. 

By December last, the New 4th Army had concentrated all its 

troops scattered in South Anhwei, ready to cross the Yangtse 

River in accordance with orders. When they were about to cross 

the river they were encircled by no less than 70,000 Central 

Government troops. By the time nearly the whole of the New 4th 

Army had crossed the river; the troops left with the Army Head- 

quarters in South Anhwei numbered only a few thousarid, the majority 

of which were non-combatants. On the 7th and 8th, they were 
$ 

suddenly attacked by a force of nearly 58 and aS a consequence ~ 

heavy losses were sustained by them. 

On the 18th instant, the Central New Agency stated that the 

Military Council had ordered the disbandment of the New kth pe —<— 

It further stated that warchal Wh Ting had been detained for 

disobeying orders and attacking friendly troops. As a matter of 

fact the New 4th Army had at the time less than 5000 troops stationed 

in South Anhwei, while the Central Government troops there numbered 

as many as several hundreds of thousands. Who should be responsible 

for launching an attack on friendly troops is therefore obvious. 

~~ “Bhere-can be “Little: doubt -that-by ordering the New kth army north- 4 

ward, ince Central Government intends to launch a campaign against 

the communists. in Central China. - i 

The crisis of a civil war is imminent. All those who advocate 

unification and resistance should demand the Central Government 

to abandon its anti-communist policy, to reseetae ae: the New a | 

4th Army and to release its officers detained at once. Unless 

this is done China will have to face a tragedy. ” 
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(Extract from "Wah Kiu Tung Golie: 26) 
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Knotty Problems arising from the Compulsory North
ward Transfer 

of the 8th Route Army and the New kth Arm
y. 

(Chungking Airmail.) With the Kuomintang-Communist parley 

indefinitely adjourned since June last foll
owing the outbreak 

of the North Kiangsu Incident, the Military Authorities, headed 

by Ho Ying Chin, Chief of General Staff, ha
ve insisted that the 

principles concerning the defended area of 
the 8th Route Army 

and the New 4th Army laid down in the "July Memor
andum" should 

be carried out. In that_memorandum it was laid down that 
all 

troops under the 8th Route Army and the N
ew 4th Army should _ be 

transferred to the provinces of Hopei, Ch
ahar, North Shengtung_ 

and North Shansi, the transfer to be completed by end of Dece
mber 

for troops south of the _Yangtse_and by end of January for those 

north of the river. Far sighted persons in Chungking look u
pon 

the compulsory transfer of the 8th Route 
Army and the New 4th 

Army to the narrow region north of Hwa
ngho as a eiot to extinguish 

the two armies. From 34 years' experience in guerilla warfare, 

it is well aywn that without extensive 
operation bases, the 

hatogthtes forces are like fish in a pond. If the said armies 

are cornered north of Hwangho they 
are destined to be swept out 

by the Japanese. It was also widely rumoured in Chu
ngking that 

if the 8th Route Army and_the New 4th Ar
my moved_in accordance 

with orders to north of Hwangho, 
the 200, 000 strong Central 

Government troops” stationed at Human, 
Hupehs “‘Arhwéi, Kiangsu 

and_Shangtung woula have then en
circled and_annihilated, and if 

on the other hand they did not act
 in accordance with orders, ~ 

the Government would start _a wide scale campaign against them. 

It was also reported that the pro
-dapanese cligue had recently 

a— 

een successful _in forcin, “the Supreme Military Authorities 
to 

issue_secretly a punitive orde
r _a, ainst_the Communists, but there 

isno_means 
iability of the report. 
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An officer of the 18th Group Army told our repor that i 

the problem was not as Simple as it appeared. As was pointed 

out by Chu tok, Pang Toke ww, tl Ting and Han Ying in their ‘A 

telegram of Me gth, in the cause of unification, they had decided 

to move the troops under the Wev 4yth Army stationed in South 

Anhwei northward, but it was impracticable to transfer the troops | 

north of the Yangtse for the following reasons: 

1. Having repeatedly subjected to Japanese plunders and famines, ~~ 

part of the inhabitants of North China ha& to come south to 

find a living. Thus to transfer their troops in Central China 

northward would mean to put them into a death trap. 

2. Their troops in Central China are mostly local forces. They 

were organised in accordance with the Generalissimo’s instruc- 

tions to defend their native places. It would therefore be — i 

difficult to require them to leave their homeland. el 

3. Since the outbreak of the Ping kkang Incident, members of the 

New 4th Army and their families had repeatedly, subjected to 

detention and assassination. ‘hat was another reason why they 

were unwilling to be transferred northward. 

The 8th Route Army and the New 4th Army had been successful 

in sutierradping over half of the enemy forces. If they were 

transferred to the narrow region north of Hwangho, the 

Japanese would find it an easy task to have them annihilated 

and-their control over Central China could easily “be streng- 5 

thened. Re 

The said officer also pointed out that the chief cause of 

—the présent conflict between the Kuomintang and the Communist
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