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[N 1932, driving around 
Hangchow, my car 

stopped at a bend in the 
road with a sudden jolt. 
Soldiers barred the way. Be- 
yond them, his hands tied 
behind his back, a huddled 
figure crouched on the grass 
verge. A sharp crack of a 
revolver, and the pitiful 
creature collapsed, dead. 
“What does it mean?” 

on $e TReuy 

‘Out of his personal knowledge 
and understanding of China, 
The DEAN OF CANTERBURY 

reviews Agnes Smedley’s $2 
; moving book 

Gitefatan were met” 
comp.ete incredulity, Mis 

stages. 

UT of an intimate knowledge 
of gepanss ee in 

Spas HARA Sate 
further “experience of pe Red 
derohes the 

BATTLE HYMN OF CHINA 
anxiously asked my American 
YMCA. guide, 

“Probably: suspected of ‘being 
a a ist,” was the casual 
rey 
Bich slender suspicions and 

such summary éxecutions were 
too common for excitement. . In- 
terest in woodcuts, because a 
famous revolutionary poet had 
liked them; or the close-cropped 
hair of a girl student were con- 
sidered adequate grounds for sus- 
pecting langerous thoughts,” 
oa a prompt and summary 
‘execution. 

“A fierce, if hidden, warfare 
was even then harrying China, 
bee hag ol Be ever, ince, 

arfare ni of, al sometimes waged side by’ side 
me the warfare against Japan. 

struggle an old order 
deeply eni peared against the 
upsurge of the new. 

AGS $ SMEDLEY'S Battle 
of China, published 

by Gollancz, reveals Roon- 
day blaze what I saw in, the 
dawn. She has marched with 
the spearhead of the ncw. I had 
qerens led. —", Po au: led ‘shen: of 

heed gue: Wider the sights 
ae vindicated her sub-_ 

sequent tale. 
wee Smedley was destined 

learn by bitter Nong dae] 
that no fury exceeds the fury of 
a ruling class whose power and 
property are threatened. 

Its_ ‘ultimate manifestation 
horrifies us now in Europe. She 
saw its earlier forms in the 
awakening of China, and her 

* pungent pen records her 
sionate revolt, born of 
love for erie ee man. 
Take this pa a guide 

to the spirit or Sher | Soong 
A pilot of the Eurasian Avia- 

tion Company, giving her his 
Beit of mass beheadings in 
lankow, said: “The 12 men 

were haked to the waist 
bed hands tied ian ‘nem. 

ere were ropes aroun air 
necks and blood ran from the 
mouths of some of them. The 
pois and igh were ea; ee 
‘or the killin; ced 

ir ‘Pnees, pulled prisoners to 
is heads forward with a ro 

fat executioner with a big 
chopped off their hen is 

blood spurted on the crowd. 

at this mors oe A 
wae tense rey idl 
you or I should Piet People what 
We had seen—show these, pic- 
tures to missionaries, business 
a 2oneraltete Re me 9 ts 

“For my part.” 
jon’ 

pilot re. 
Frnctied for a pack of ? 
'm leaving this bloody country. 

eames you, aren” they 
she said bitterly. 

& was just the 
Chinese were qo a les of 

animal to I 
because she fovea with 
burnil i 

the back by their own Chinese 
Government troops. 

In fact, a double warfare 
staged i 

Rea rmy oes i, in spite of 
all its'st les and sacrifices for 
national wi to fi two 
fronts at, onec—against Fascist 
Japan as enemy No. 1 and 
against ERinese desae ak 
appeasers who dread, the 
eruption of new ‘democratic 
forces more than Pe. dread the 
feces Sal of Japan as 
= No. 2. 

it is precisely because the 
alee enemy No. 2 still persists 
in starving the Red Army ant 

who are as ever bear- 
ing the brunt of iting, that 

is excep- 

apei_and the Woosting forts 
* still smoulderiny ing. 

T knew it te tiand Ty travelled, 
as few Engli 
travelled, throu: 
China and on into Tibet; when 
I saw Chinese’ youth drilling 

and rezd__anti- 
hardshh and vi fapaitnd ihe e 0} 
her owe childhood haa BS 

the same bitter f founts of 
cruelty, that she was stimulated 
_ equipped to tell her enthral- 
ling and vefacious tale, 

It was her sympathy bg] the 
Weltschmerz, the world pain, 
which won her to the side of 
China’s struggling 
which thrust her at length, 
amidst Cigeers ged hardships and 
mpftertnee, ito the front ranks 
of China's a3 fightin 
te pe ap ippling-~starved and 
Poiitok euppilee by their own 

Goyernment—hand to 
fad with the depenesy Invaders 
Sometimes, alas. even stabbed in 

Japanes2 posters in towns Rl al 
tailes-away from the «: 

I knew it, and ‘armed us our own 
Shanghai merchants of it, at a 
luncheon given me on my return. 
And waen their spol 

Ward eg, i 
ard | pe Mise ig iais 

She was even pesca ol 
strange drama oe at Sj “4 
when united China 

aap aaa ae ; 

halted one hot afternoon at a. 
lovely temple, once the pleasure 
yee of the coneubine of a 3 5 5 

the panes 

‘y Chiang Kai-: oa his 
sipserjuent release: tke patched 
eace cetween Government and 

Rea ae wes of spnenaes 
ment; al 
war with Japan. 
“The pet ray # 

ended | ier the Red ) in 
focal defeat, but. it was never=| 
[ es$ if sth agonising pal 

with agonising pain So China was being born 
"The chief pain, oa Agnes 
Smediey’s angle, was the treat- 
ment meted out by the ea 

challenged my view and said: 
a iet dan Japan discipline China nd 
then we can trade in peace,” I 
could only urge: “Japan has no 
such Eee fentions for Eng- 
land a it, Japan will domi- 
nate Shing dislocge us from 
Hongkong, ¢islodge the Amori- 
bya the Philippines, and 

e Dutch from Borneo, and then 
Japzn will finally assail  Aus- 
bi tae 

be go enshrined in an 
article that date in the Man- 

SHAPE OF BANS TO COME? 

warn everyone —— 

ary forces surrot 
Kai-shek to the Red Army, wh-ch 
blows oe and giving the | hardest 

n contrasts the two 
ance a Mek e two are: oh fo) ae 
had with both an 
tne ne new y passion for tead 

and learning, the classes ane 
studies at the front, the suppres- 
sion of opium, the effort, despite 
shameful starvgtion of suppties, 
to organise Fad medical 
services, the a upon corrup- 
tion, the simple, chaste lives of 
the Red Army loader: the pew 
industrial co-o} 
were at once a family ‘anda Saal 
self-governing repubiic, placed 
the ked Army in a ciass rt. 
‘Nothing approaching this did 

pe ovserve in the Government 
troops. 
vote mm Kee wate ate 

xcept the Daily Worker! § 
Pag are . at Ae sage el fe look 
on with and admira- 
tion. | 

OES the warfare still 

ee combined with a con- 

continue? Is China moving 
along the anti-Socialist path in 
home ead tee ick pees 
rowly nationalist path in fo 
affairs? Is the Generalissimo 
uniting the people on an exclu- 
sive China’~ for - the - Chinese | 

juance le struggle to sup- 
press the ng 

knowledge, e omens are 
for tented a 

‘And now comes the refusal 

ent. 
already, Tun into 200 = in 
China itself. WI Is the anti- 

element pronotinced 
Hae ears? 

nationalist capit italist ‘oe ace 
cepting the science 
of the. west, but Rat relesting. Be 
nobler bases as_we see them— 
e.g., in the new Soviet Union. 
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