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Dawn Over Samarkand. By Joshua Kuritz. (Lawrence and
_ Wishart. 7s, 6d.)

crashing bore. The pages of both these are advertising
matter, llmo.t_ 1 illutlted.. Miss Sllmdley.’s sketches uf

Miss Smedley is ; but nobody—not even a Bolshevik
—with any first-hand knowledge of China could accept her
idealised, ientamentnﬂsul portraits of the Chinese Com-

sionately sincere ; and though her matter is redundant and
palpably second-hand her style has a certain likeable economy,

atmosphere of old-fashioned melodrama ; - you can almost
hear the soft music as the Red Army ** swings (it always
swings) into view, the storm of hisses as the brutal ‘Whites
shamble forward, leering. A good many of her premises
are preposterous; she makes several. gross misstatements of
fact (e.g., the story about the British Minister on page xiv),
and she omits to mention that the Soviet State in Kiangsi,
whose building she deseribes, no longer exists. But you
can’t have everything.

Mr. Kunitz is better worth- reading. In one respect his
survey of the establishment of Soviet rule in Tadjikstan and
elsewhere is a remarkable achievement, for he has made it
without any save passing references to the G.P.U.; to write
a book about the City of London without mentioning money
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