
VI - 73 -D- 2. "U.S. Army Bares Amazing Red Spy Ring; Agnes Smedley Accused 
As Soviet Agent" 

"Author Brands Charge A Lie" 

"Miss Smedley Widely-Known In Saratoga Area As Yaddo Visitor" 

"Report Warns Some Escaped Noose In Japan" 

The Saratogian, Saratoga Springs, New York, Thursday, 
February 10, 1949.
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Practices 
Some 

of 
the 

newer methods 
in 

poultry rearing and brooding were 
discussed at the first poultry meet- 
ing 

of the 
year 

held 
Tuesday 

in 
the Extension Service 

office. L. E. 
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Report Warns — 
Some Escaped 
Noose in Japan 

Washington (AP)—The Army warned today that rem- 

nants of a fabulous Russian spy ring that operated in Japan 
with perhaps the greatest daring and success in history 
may be at work in world capitals “at th very moment.” 

There is that fleeting hint at a present-day menace in 

the story of espionage network so bold it slipped from the 

Japanese cabinet and German embassy in Tokyo secrets 

that» helped change the course of the war. 
And there is another hint in a 

suggestion that the operator who 

tapped out coded messages on a 

secret radio might now be ‘busy 

in some other country. 
The Army snipped out parts of 

a 32,000-word report on the ring 
that Gen. Douglas MacArthur sent 
over from Tokyo. It gave “security 
reasons.” 
Some members of the House Un- 

American Activities 
are interested. 
The now-it-can-be-told parts of 

the report unfold an amazing tale 
centering around: 
Richard Sorge, a German Com- 

munist and master spy. 
Ozaki Hozumi, his second in 

command and a Japanese traitor. 
‘Agnes Smedley, American author, 

accused of still being a Soviet spy. 
|She denies it. : 

Committee 

Writer Called Go-Between 
Sorge was on intimate terms 

with German Ambassador Ott, 
Ozaki with Japanese Premier Ko- 
noe. And from these “perfect,” 
unsuspecting sources they extract- 
ed information of “incalculable” 
value. 
A month ahead of time, the 

ring sounded an alarm that Ger- 
many would attack Russia. 

It supplied the vital assurance 
that Japan would not pounce on 
Russia. So the Soviets felt safe 
ja pulling troops from Siberia and 
rushing them across a continent 
to beat back the Nazi onslaught 
on Moscow. 
‘That assurance was the prime 

target. of the spy ring. And it 
got it just three days before the 
Japanese smashed in, 
1941, just before Pe 

It says Mis ley. sill in ange pn 
Guenther Stein, a German. ch 
‘has written extensively on China. 

Stein, the’ report says, “is a man 
about whom too little is known.” 
It lists him as a “top-level member” 
of the Tokyo ring from 1936 to 
1938. 

Described as ‘Still at 
Miss 

Now living in New York, Stein's 
only comment was: “Ridiculous.” 
He is not a naturalized American. 

‘The only other living person de- 
scribed as one of the higher-ups in 
the ring is Max Klausen, radio ex- 
pert. The report leaves open the 
possibility that he is in Russia or 
in “some other country” where 
“his skill and experience in secret 
telegraphy will be useful to the 
Soviets.” : 
So the Aimy leaves unanswered 

the question of what ringleaders 
may be working today in what 
world capitals. 
But the Un-American Activities 

Committee expects to toss ques- 
tions about that at Army and Navy 

Strangely, a man who is one of 
the top Communists in Japan to- 
day unwittingly betrayed the ring. 
Sorge and Ozaki were hanged. 
‘The report says they were spies 

in China before shifting to Tokyo. 
It says Miss Smedley brought 
them together in Shanghai in 1980. 
While there are no details to 

build up a spy scare now in Wash- 
ington or other capitals, the Mac- 
Arthur report says right at the 
start: 

“Prodably never in history has 
there been a ring more bold or 
more successful. Although most 
of the principals are dead, some 
are etill at large. They can be ex- 
pected to be secretly busy with 
their trade at this very moment 
in the capitals of the world.” 

as) to sit in on a commi 
‘tee meeting tomorrow. 
Committee members are inter- 

ested, too, in any more information 
the Army might have about Miss 
Smedley. 1 

Three Japanese who used to live 
in America were in the ring, ene 
at the top level. 

‘The ring knew the trend of Japa- 
nese-American negotiations in the 
critical Summer ‘and Fall of 1941. 
It had an “in” with Japan's 
Premier Konoe. 
But there is no hint it got a tip 

on the Pearl Harbor raid. 
Some second-hand. information 

Yeaked from the American embassy 
in Tokyo. 
There is n@thing in the report 

about any tie-in with Soviet espion- 
age in this country. But one name 
in the report appears rather ob- 
securely. in still-secret testimony 
taken last year at the spy hearings 
of the House Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee. 

' 

Ring Included No Russians 
Japan released only the barest 

details about the ring and the 
trials and convictions of 17 people 
at the time. The U. S. Army found 
out about them after occupation 
forces moved in, 
Many of the minor figures in the 

ring were released as political pris- 
oners. The Army report indicates 
that maybe that wouldn't happen 
if the Americans had it to do‘over 
again. At that time, it said, few 
people had the idea that. “a Soviet 
spy who had worked against the 
Japanese might later work against 
the United States.” 
Apparently the Army report was 

intended to warn this country to 
be on the lookout for spying here. 
Beware, it says, of United States 

employes who even show sympathy 
with the Communist Party. It says 
that “party sympathy is .enough 
to develope a high class agent and 

Sorge was a professional Ger- 
man Communist posing as a swag- 
gering Nazi. He used a newspaper 
assignment as a cover. j 
Hozumi was another newspaper- 

man and writer. He became adviser 
to the cabinet and confidante of 
the “brain trust” of Prince-Premier 
Konoe. He was consulted on the 
highest secrets, and sent them on 

to Moscow. 
There were no Russians in the 

ring. Mostly there were Japanese 
and a few Germans. 

Three of the Japanese lived in 
Los Angeles for years. The report 
goes on: 
Miyagi Yotoko was an artist and 

key man. Akiyama Kohi was a@ 
translator and the only member of 
the gang in it for money. Mrs. 
Kitabayashi Tomo was a dress- 
maker and the thread that un- 
ravelled the whole network. 

How they and the rest of the 
espionage crew worked, and were 
betrayed by Communist Ito Ritsu, 
is a tale of intrigue, romance, pos- 
sible torture and death. 

It. is a thriller of blinking lights, 
codes and hidden radios. It in- 
volves fake passports, microfilms 
passed in cigaret packs, money 
changing hands between shadowy 
figures in dark theaters. 
Things like troop movements and 

secret weapons were secondary de- 
tails, although the ring gathered 
in plenty of them, too. 4 
Sorge, the report says, was able 

to keep Russia “fully informed on 
Japanese military and industrial 
capabilities and intentions from 
1933 to 1941. The Red Army always 
jenew the status of current Japan- 
ese war plans, and could make their 
own plans and dispositions ac- 
cordingly.” 

Wrung Secrets from Germans 
It was a network with “perfect 

sources and almost got away with 
the “perfect crime.” 
By comparison, the Army sizes 

up the wartime Soviet spy net- 
work in Canada as an “amateur 
show.” 
While serving the Moscow mas- 

terseSorge cultivated the German 
amsbassador in Tokyo and his 
staff so well they told him almost 
anything, asked his advice, and 
let him see secret papers. 

Eeventually, he joined the staff 
as’ press attache. 
Sorge had come to Japan after 

getting a foreign correspondent's 
assignment from the Frankfurter 
Zeitung and three other papers. 
He was tall, heavy, arrogant 

end ruthless, a hard drinker and 
a philanderer. He had one wife 
in Russia and another, -a school 
teacher, in the United States. 
The report tells of his methods: 

“After- gathering together facts, 
opinions and estimates from a 
wide range of sources, the Ger 
man embassy, the British embassy, 
the American and French embas- 
sies and the Dutch legation, -the 
Japanes war ministry, the Im- 
perial cabinet, common household 
gossip, the press and magazines, 
Sorge sorted them out.” 
Another top-notch ‘member of 

the ring, Branko de Voukelitch, 
would be discussing the saéae 
problems with newspaper friends 
who had access to the American, 
French and British embassies and 
often had semi-official views from 
diplomatic contacts. 
De Voukelitch was a Yugoslav 

who became correspondent for a 
French magazine and Yugoslav 
paper ase“cover.” Later he was 
with the French news agency, 
Havas, 
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