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blended with the Federation of Chinese Democratic Parties.
Mr. Rosinger has confined himself to the narration of facts
and has devoted no space to the bitter struggle and human
tragedies which hover behind such opposition movements to
governmental policy.

The analysis of the personal and social motives whicl
led Wang Ching-wei, Premier of the Chinese government
until late 1938, to desert to the Japanese, makes appalling
but factual reading, especially since the same motives are
by no means absent from many leading reactionaries in the
government today, who, however, have not gone over tc
the Japanese.

The section on “Chungking and Political Change” wil.
provide excellent understanding of the various political
cliques and personalities within the ruling party. Mr.
Rosinger believes that Generalissimo Chiang’s position
approximates that of a dictator, but that the country lacks
the technical means of maintaining a centralized dictator-
ship. Many of the provinces and armies are semi-independ-
ent, and have become progressively more so in the past few
years. This, in part, explains why the Generalissimo throws
his weight first in one direction, then in the other, in an
attempt to keep himself on the crest of the wave.

Despite criticism of the Chinese government in our pres
the author declares that America does not minimize China’s
role in the war and that the American public welcomes
every action pointing toward a democratic, progressive
China playing her proper part in international affairs.

Though a scientific research document, this volume is
casy and fascinating reading. It is difficult to see how
specialists and teachers about China can well do without it
and its valuable historical material. Among the latter are
all the main pronouncements of the Communists and the
government on the vexatious Kuomintang-Communist con=
flict, the manifestoes of the democratic parties, the gov-
ernment’s draft constitution of 1936 and its Program of
Resistance and Reconstruction, drawn up im 1938.

AGNES SMEDLEY

The Schools and Democracy

Your School, Your Children, by Marie Syrkin. New York:
L. B. Fischer Publishing Corporation. 224 pages. $2.50.

Iss sYRKIN has written a provocative book which is
M obviously meant to stress only one side of the picture,
since its subtitle is, “A Teacher Looks At: ‘What's Wrong
with Our Schools’.” The author believes the schools have
failed in both their intellectual and social functions. Accord-
ing to Miss Syrkin, the reasons for their failure to produce
gealots for democracy lie in the tradition of American schools
against indoctrination, which has led to a spurious respect
for all opinions, even those which would undermine our
democratic institutions, and in the timidity of the school in
taking a role of leadership in meeting social problems such
s those caused by racial and religious prejudices. On the
intellectual side, she says the failure is caused mainly by

_adapting the theories of progressive education without ade-
quate provisions for putting them into practice, As a conse- ¢
quence, standards have fallen. The student who does not
have a particularly high 1Q suffers the most, and the voca-' a
tional education now offered him does not meet his needs. d
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