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Major Offensive Still 
Delayed; Government 
Troops, Advance-West 

Big Clash Oveurs East-OT. Weinap:.As. Rebels, 
Retreat; Bridge Dynamited To Stop Shensi 

Forces; Rumors Of Ransom Circulated 

Way-Said Open For Chang Tp Leave 
(Post Sijectal, Service) 

ANKING, Dec. 24.—Negotiatiéns are still,gding on in Sian 

and hopes for a peaceful settlement of the political 
crisis have not been abandoned, MreT. V. Soong, brother-in- 
law of General Chiang Kai-shek and friend of General 
Chang Hsueh-liang, reported™in a telegram sent here. last 
night, it was revealed today. 

As result of the reassuring information, the Nanking 
authorities are delaying the major offensive 
the air force continues to be. active to 
tion of the rebel troops and the — sh of the 
units who were last reported to ~ 
be fcur or five days’ journey from = 

‘Si ported to have arrived in Sien- 
yang, 70 li west of Sian. Under 
the command of General Wan 
Yao-wong, the troops advanced 

\|from Western Shensi and arrived 

sures | :|Chang has dynamited the railway 
bridge there to check any further 
advance of the loyalist troops. 

| A section of Nanking leaders is 
advocating the launching of a 

major offensive on Sian at the 

Chatg Wench latigy Wada of | | eral sueh.- i of 
i the Sian coup, have continued to] | 
advance _ westward yt the 
Lunghai line although 1 ic 
offensive has yet been ordered 
General Ho  Ying-ching, 
mander-in-chief and the mi 

. The first major cla 
place at Shaoyi, 12 li east of 

b. |, yesterday motning wl 
29 rebels were killed and 
Chang forces driven back. 

‘The Lunghai line, int ast 
n 

‘government as result of the 
victory. 
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Hones For Peace Not Abandoned 
At Sian As Negotiations Proceed 
For Release Of Generalissimo 

paiready yrought to Sian _$40,000.. 
902. General Chang demands that 
another $40,000,000 be Fethitted to 

. Then hiang 
will ke released but | Madame 

Chiang should be kept hostage 
until General Chang has _ safely 
sailed for abroad, the rumors 

ee from,.Japanese sources, Reports jay 

negotiations new going on in Sian) 
jare based on the following terms. 

1, That_General Chang Hsueh. 
Nang into ret 

2. That a sum of 
paid as his travelling ex 

Fey ‘from_iCeneral Chang 
jGeneral_Yen Hsi-shan, _pacifica~ 
ktion commissioner cf Shansi and 
Guiyuan. ; ‘ 
None of these reports, however, 

could be confirmed . 

Thonks Bankers 
(Reuter’s Agency) 
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