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\vigyﬁl ears, without any indication of accumulated
delinquency. With four or five years’ taxes delinquent
and litigation on hundreds of thousands of individual
bills in vatious stages of court proceedings, the county
treasurer—the choice of the local Tammany—just gave
up. Fraud rampant. Tax payments were recorded
which were never made. A recent examination prepara-
tory to the installation of modern bookkeeping (now that
both horse and barn have been stolen) revealed that no
court orders overruling objections and opening the way
to tax sales or tax iverships had been placed on the
books since 1928. All this not only discouraged taxpaying;
it made it impossible tg initiate a tax-collecting campaign.
No one knows today how much, within millions of dol-
lars, is owing the city; how much, within hundreds of
dollars, each piece of delinquent property owes; how
much, within tens of millions, has been washed off the
books by reductions and remissions. -

More than half the “uncellected” taxes are on per-
sonal property—$180,000,000, or 44.3 per cent of the
total personal-propetty levies for 1928-34. The creaking
Ilinois constitution provides for uniform taxation of real
and personal property. The inequity of the latter tax has
been universally recognized since Governor Altgeld
pointed it out in 1894,

The personal-property assessor is without the power
of search. He cannot take sworn testimony. “And he is
supposed to ascertain not only the value of\tangible
personal property but of intangibles—stocks, bonds, bank
accounts. The only thing he can do is guess. A gentléman
renting a desk in a public stenographer’s office for $5
2 month and calling himself the Wilson Finance Comps
is assessed at $55,555.55. The firm of Dowdle Brothefs,

one of the city’s biggest contractors, is assessed at $278.
And now we get to the root of Chicago’s redurring

crises. Only an amendment to the state constityfion will
permit the substitution of some source of reyénue more
equitable and more collectible than the pe énal-property
tax. The obvious resort is a state incomé tax, and that
is what the men who really run the maghine that appears
to run Chicago and Illinois will not pgfmit. That is where
“State Street”—the business interesfs—fits into the pic-
ture of the political organization xhose petty peculations
cost the wealthy a few dollars g/year in the present types
of taxes, in campaign contributions, and in outright graft.
Aside from any other coincidence of interests—and there
are many—the business ledders support the political sys-
tem that supports the present tax system.

That is why the movefnent for a city manager sponsored
by the City Club and the Chicago Daily News cannot
obtain the support of the city’s commercial and industrial
giants and their “Civic Federations” and “Citizens’ Com-
mittees on Publj¢ Expenditures.” The present governor,
Horner, “demahded” a revenue amendment to the state
constitution when he ran for governor in 1932 and for
reelection il 1936. Between elections the present consti-
tution seegis to suit him.

Chicago is ripe for reform. One scandal after another
has broken on the heads of the bosses. The sins of the
Kelly-Nash machine have brought Chicago’s political
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morality to an all-tiu = taxpayers il take ic
out on those boodlers, by .~ they won't pay their
taxes; they'll throw them out of office. But when the
election comes along, everybody is for Roosevelt and
Roosevelt is for everybody, and Ickes sees the light and
comes through with an Outer Drive Bridge, and the
Kelly-Nash New Deal sweeps every office in the county.
And the taxpayers are going to pay their taxes’ besides,
because they are the stockholders in a monopély that can
assess the stockholders without limit.

The present crisis will doubtless be ffelieved.” Silas
Strawn’s Citizens’ Committee relieved fhe crisis of 1930
with a sales drive for high-interest/fax warrants and a
$75,000,000 revolving cash fund that revolved once and
stopped. There will be more of‘this kind of relief, and
Chicago will come through the bankers’ terms. New
laws for the forfeiture of delinquent Pproperty and the
adjudication of tax levigd before the bills go out will
be passed. The legislatyée will grant the city new licensing
powers at once, becaySe the electricians’ union, after giv-
ing the city a tast¢’ of three hours’ darkness the other
night, is going to/go on a real strike unless pay reductions
are restored, afid most of the rest of the employees are
suing the citf besides. “If restorations were made to all
city emplofees, it would amount to $2,800,000,” said
Mayor Relly, “and the city just hasn't got it.”

city would have it if there weren’t any Mayor
Kelly and if there weren't “civic leaders” who support the
syStem that produced him. The city would have it if the
axpayers didn't believe—about 25 %:r cent correctly—
that “it all goes for graft anyway.” The city would have
it if it found out why a total of $30 was collected in
1935 on the barber-shop license fee running from $5 to
50 per shop. The city would have it if the Chicago
ibune, wringing its hands over -“the tax muddle,”
wanted to tell the real instead of the superficial reasons
why people don’t pay their taxes.

“Thete is much to indicate that in the field of political
intelligence the people of Chicago are subnormal,” Pro-
fessor Herbest D. Simpson wrote in his book, *“Tax Racket
and Tax Reform.”” The city-manager campaign gives the
people of Chicago an “opportunity to repudiate their
reputation and to break the iron network of racial and
national subcommunities which provides the key to their
political impotence. But befoge Chicago can vote on city
management the right to chapge its charter must be
granted by the legislature. :

When the Kelly-Nash “regular Democratic” organiza-
tion tried, unsuccessfully, to dump Horner in the guber-
natorial primary last spring, the Gove
strength to the Republican side of the h
the permanent registration law. “It will co:
votes,” said National Committeeman Pat Nash
Horner hasn't forgotten last spring. If he breaks with
the machine on the city-manager legislation be will win
the support of the News—which, even under Frank Knox,
is still Chicago’s only independent newspaper. The ma-
chine, its grip on the state restored by the last election,
is confident that Horner won't dare rebel. But bedfel.
lows have been known to make strange politics.
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