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Japan’s foes 
becoming 
‘night blind’ 
the moon is called a traitor. 
The Japanese are afraid to go 

into the night. The explosion of a 
firecracker keeps them fidgeting 
until dawn. 

‘They are afraid of the vastness 
and the loneliness of the China 
night—this is the time that ravag- 
ing bands of Chinese guerrillas 
peck away at them, and there is 
no defense because it’s night. 
But even the night that belongs 

to China, the night that envelops 
movements of the quickly striking 
guerrilla hordes, is at last turning 
against her. 

Slowly men of the guerrilla 
units—men who must fight at 
night, men who can’t fight supe- 
Hor Japanese forces in aS day- 

' light—are becoming ni; blind, 
It’s their diet—or lack of it. 

This was the story told here 
yesterday not by anybody who 
took a quick look at seacoast 
and came back here hysterical for 
Chinese aid, but by a woman who 
spent more than four years at the 
— fighting front. 

She is Agnes Smedley, a news- 
Paperwoman turned organizer of 
medical relief for the army and the common people of China, 
Miss Smedley left China when 

her health broke to the extent she 
had to get out of the orient. 

She'd been eating army food, 
living under the wild conditions of 
the Chinese army. 

It got her just like it's getting the guerrilla fighters, Her stomach 
went on the fritz. She got malaria 
and—night blindness. 
eta blindness creeps up on 

you,’ explained, “just like 
night does. Pretty soon you can’t see anything after dark. 
“When the troops get it they 

can’t march at night—oh, I can’t 
say that, it isn’t true, because 
they've got to march and they do. It’s the only time China 
ea fight and they have to keep 

up. 

~and-fall the Japanese de 
stroy the crops. Of senna and 
ae they destroy all they can’t 
eat 

side of the actual materials of 
war, medical supplies are China’s greatest need. 

“After Hankow fell in Oc- 
tober 1938,” she explained, “the 

war 
xX the J: kept ‘ou see, japanese their 
men in long lines—up and down the Yangtze, for instance. 
“But they had nobody to gar- 

the 

turn the rear into a 
‘Chinese front.” This meant 

woman and 

Miss Smedley said they couldn’t 
get enough doctors for the new front, and bitterly she explained 
why. 

ernment won’t conscript the 
educated classes. That’s a side- 
light on democracy for you. 

(Sontiitrorrage TCome. « 

Sway tb pelecliy ma 
——~ sat 

a See a 
trymen were dying at front 
because they couldn’t get proper 
attention. 

eral years the American Red. 

Another picture showed a group of Chinese student girls. ‘The cap- 
tion said they were acting as 
nurses at the front. 

: this face saving busi- 
ness!” thundered Miss Smedley. “These girls never see the front. Cross barely recognized SB ee ea existence of the Chinese Red Cross—at least we didn’t get any Ip. 
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lines. They 
the ‘educated’ group and don’t 

like 

One of the most revealing things 
brought back by Miss 
was her memory of the diary of a 
Japanese soldier killed by a guer- 

ban 
working. 

: d with which she was 

“I translated several of the 
diaries. Each was a st of a 
good man, a common man 

mud hovels. Patients lie on rice || army. 
tess the Japanese have burmec’|| 7H Was a that he orale it all off in the fields. Os gu back again, Hominy: oeeaae “If there’s no straw the mea~ weeks later he noted in the diary and women lie on the dirt floo’=*|| that he goes there two They lie so close together you three nights 2 week, = have to stand straddling one + “Further on in this soldier's while you treat him.” 4 moral decomposition he sarcas- Then looking at the pictiare tically commented on a scene again she murmured wonderingly: |7 where new recruits. shuddered 

AGNES SMEDLEY (LEFT) WITH HANAN GUERRILLAe”





AMERICAN TRUCKS HAUL AMERICAN MEDICAL SUPPLIES OVER BURMA ROAD 

But there aren't — pata trucks, not nearly enough supplies 

COMPARED TO MOST CHINESE HOSPITALS THIS ONE AT CHUNGKING IS "MAGNIFICENT" 
~ To field worker Agnes Smedley those white sheets are "pure elegance"
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