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CORRESPONDENCE 

Conditions in Hongkong 

(To the Editor, S.C. M. Post) | 

Sir—I have read H L. Gordon's 
reply to my article on social condi- 
tions in Hongkong. In reply to his 

statement that if we can’t help the 

Government we ought to keep quiet, 

I wish to remark that it is the duty 
of intelligent human beings to think 
and speak, even if their thinking and 
speaking is obnoxious to specially 
privileged groups. That is presumed 
to be the basic rights of people in the 

“Democracies” and we are told that 
the present European war is a war for 
Democracy. As for helping the 
Government here—may I state that 
there was nothing in my article that 
would militate against Government, 
On the contrary, the various pro- 
posals which I catalogued at the end 
of my article are ideas which I gather- 
ed by conversations with a number 

servative proposals, but I listed them 
because it seems that they could be 
carried out under present oe 
If I were making proposals 
own, I would extend those mentioned. 

For instance, I do not personally 
believe that increase of wages should 
be based on percentages. That would 
by quite good for the higher salaried 
workers in the Colony, but for 
workers who suffer the most, only 
the enforcement of a very substantial 
minimum wage could __ possibly 
alleviate esent suffering. A 
man working for six or seven dollars 
a month would not be substantially 
aided at all if his wages were raised 
even by 50, for that would mean only 
an insignificant two or three dollars 
a month. The greatest need is for 
a minimum wage that would enable 
a man to maintain himself and -his 
family. This should cover the cost 
of food, clothing, housing, education, 
medical and other necessities. 

My reference to.insanity in connec- tion with medical treatment meant 
only that it would be far saner and 
more economical for the Colony if 
Wi were increased so people would 

die or sicken from malnutrition 
id then have to be ‘treated at 

Government expense at the rate of 
HLK. $3. day. It would be far saner, 
economically, to pay men wages of 
HK. $3 a day rather than to fill 
hospitals with cases of Beri-beri, Pellagra and Tuberculosis at Govern- 
ment expense. By this I do not 

changed, That is no excuse for Hongkong. We must not Jose sight of the many wealthy people in the Colony, none of whom pay Income Tax. Their wealth came from the labour of the People, yet they do not Dey ee cent in me Tax. Only sal personnel pay an Income Tax. Furthermore, conditions have changed in England and in a number of other countries within the Past fifty years—thanks to the struggle of trade unions who represent the interests of the workers who, by collective bargaining, have forced changes for the better, Certainly employers will never willingly and voluntarily make any substantial changes “unless under pressure. ermore, there are extensive social services in England and in other countries, which do not exist in Hongkong, 

Mr. Gordon says I emphasise environmental rather than heredity 
influences, and he urges that “degenerate” elements of the Popula- | tion be prevented from reproducing their kind. Of course I emphasise environmental influ No one can ever know much, scientifically, about this problem until there is economic equality. Poverty destroys untold ability and genius. The lack of wealth does not mean degeneracy, 
nor does the possession of wealth mean that the possessors of wealth are not degenerate, In fact, one has only to look at the sons and daughters of many wealthy families to see degeneracy, To my manner of think- ing, it is degeneracy if men grind Wealth out of the bodies of the com- mon people: m: attributes of the being are lacking if men can do that. To me, it seems degeneracy of the worst kind if men can roll in wealth and gaze on mass poverty. I would call that animality were it not that I have so much respect for animals, 

I do not like the smug complacency expressed in Mr. Gordon's letter. Tt 

Civilisation. “It may be that le who consider themselves superior and of reproducit 
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