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June 20,1944 Pe Lo
Dear Miss Smedley,
3 received your letter of June 15th. I
am sending you the things which I have
already finished tranlating: the green
wall newspaper, the songs, the two booklets,
and the Japanese announcement, and the
"Wang Jai Chang"., I will send you the
magazines later.
I have always been interested in Chinese
folk songs, which are entirely the people's
feeling and thought; they have a great
deal of beauty and charm and also a little
sweetness and a bit of melapcholy. They
have to ﬁe sung by real Chinese voices
and not according to Western ways. If this
is not doﬁe, tﬁe whole spirit is lost.
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ﬁa used the folk song very often when we
wefe working in the battle fields. We used
the traditional form but made new words

to fit the situation. I would love to sing
some for you when I see you, There are

quite a few very good ones.

Now I am working on the article written

by Chen I. It 1s in prose but has a strong
lyrical quality about it. I am afrald: that
I will lose the beauty of it in the trans-

lation.

I hope that when winter comes, your play

will be aceepted by the producer, I will

do everything that I can, and I hope that
I will be able to be in 1t, too.

I was very moved by the article welcoming
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you to the Chinese front. It makes me very
homesick and lonely -for those true friend-

ships and heroic events.

Now I want to answer your letter which I
should have answered long ago., I think

the Chinese people, especlally the modern

Chinese, have the same feeling about love

that Western people have. ﬁﬁe difference

is in their customs and the way they act.

for instance, here in this country when
people are in 1§vo, they expreée their
affection very directly., In our country,
on the other hand, it iallittle consealyd

and takeM % very seriously. They would
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‘not say any thiﬁé about "I love you"unless

they know each other very well, but they
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can and act the different ways and words as
~ well as "I love you". And.I should say that
Chinese people are always very rgmdtic in
love too. It is hard for me to explain all
this now, but I think that when I see you

I can make(it cléar.

About Dr. Lin and her husband's talk-=-it
would depend on the circumstances; they
would show thelr love for one another when
they were alone but never when they were

in public-

M§ answer to the old gemeral would be:

We don't want to be slaves to anybody any

more as the tfadition has been. Of course,
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we don't want to be slaves to the foreign
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1deas either. We only beleve that we are -




human beings and that we should be treated

like human beings and not 1like dogs and

oxen. Nobody on the earth today can stop
R =

our work because of the force btrthe drive

we feel to save our nation. It is not only
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the duty of our men. Today we women fight

for our own freedo@ and also for the freedonm

of our nation, Of course the nation has to
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come first, because if there were no nation,
=g o

there would be no freedom at all.
——M

Here are the op'inions of my friend ir. Hsieh
about foreign marriage: - 3 :
1. He would think of his family if he
had a foreign wife. Because of the
difference in'the,ir customs and

" their way of 1living, he would take
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his wife as far away from his
family as possible. In this way
unneccessary conflicts would be
avoided.
2.He would consider international
political problems.
3e.Also he would be afraid that such
marriage would be unhappy,because
of the differences of thought,
and their culture,the way of life,
and the customs.,
4,He doesn't think any problem would
arise because of their children, A
mixed race is perhaps oﬁe impor-
tant step in the solution of in-

ternational differences,,
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5. He would be concerned about

il or these.problems which have
been mentioned. He would overlook
the problem of his family and
could give up his old relation-
ship with them but could not
entirely give up his way of life

and ‘the customs.

6.When I talked to him about the

Chinese officer who was dsebly
‘attracted to an American woman
at the front, he said that he
doesn't think the modern Chinese,
even one rai?t'i in the old tra-A
dition, would have such a felling
~toward the foreign moman. He has

fought in the battle fields for
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a long time and knows that the
Chinese have always had a great
dgal of sympathy. and respect
for the foreign moman who helps
us at the front. But even if she
were very attractive, they would
have only a pure coé;de-affec~
tion for her.-
I feel very sorry about the Hollywood studio's
having stolen the material from Your book;
I have ne%er had any respect for such people,
Too, I haven't yet seen any good Hollywood
picture about China; they are always pre-
Judiced and portray the Chinese as different

from other human beings.

I sawin a Chinese newspaper recently that
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