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AN OFER LATTER T0 MR, HENRY LUCE

Doer Nr, lumoes

A fow days ago, one of your staff members of LIFR wired me to
send what photographs of she Chinese Gomwmnist Amies that 1 have %o
illustrave & fortheoming artiele on the Chinese Comemniste,

m.m—u:wunmnw
driven inte the wunfertunate position of repe
mmmm,nu.m.mmmmltmﬁ
concoet artlcles such as appeared in yowr TIME article on "China" on Nov.
13th, or the editorial in LIFE sbout the seme time, I was williag to send
photographs end other material if your fortheoming artlcle were based on
faot instesd of upon the fabricsted dope which the Ghinese seeret political
poilee in Chungking and Wew York are putting out. Consequently, I telephoned
gour staff member who hed wired me, but could learn nothlng of the nature of
the article which my photographs wore th i1llustrate.

For another brief moment I was tempted to follow an opportunist
iine of reesonings 1.0., that 1f I could get even one ploture with a truthful
caption,in LIFE, 1t would be worth wolle. Olose upon the heels of this
thought ceme & 1ittle deg of an ideas

"After all, I eould oarn & Alme--and I neod & dime,"

‘ This little dog, ite tongue hanging out and its tail waviang in
the alr, followed me to my studle to watoh mo clow through photogrephs and
other Sy materisl from the Commmisteled armies with which I spent two
yoars.

As 1 turned over photographs, my studio became peopled with the
voloes of mén with whom I had lived and worked and fought, There was one
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’,"dam«umm:.atmrm-mumu
coummanded a platoon of guerrillas that took me Shrough a blockade system
of the Japanese into a Ho-men's land north of Hankow where we trisd to be
among the guiek rather than the dead, Before we left, this young
commander epoke to his platoon, sayings

“Wo are taking an Amerdcan friend of China through the enemy
1ines. . « our wounded are her shildren, . . should we be attacked, we
mst dle fighting rather than allow her to be wounded or taken captive. « "

The ochins of the guerrills soldlers 1ifted and their eyes
gtared st something fer away which I could not see--perhape it was the
fusures 1 recall the thought thet domineted my mind &t that momomts
to remain as falthful to them as they were to me,

Twrnin: to other photegraghs, I found many of men who have
-mmnmnuntuiwmw. Others wero of battlefisldy,
snow-clad and dreary, mmf others of students singing, others of children,
ﬂi”dﬂtﬂ”luﬂl!ﬂuhﬂ!“.

There were others of nationalist divisions with which X alseo
spent some Lwo years, a nabionallst cosmander whe killed himselfl
rether than be taken captive by the enemy.Hils velce alse filled my
studle, saying again and ageins "Pell your countrymen that we will fight
to She lest drop of our blood."

I then recalled how I tried to carry out this man's wish in
my last book, Battle Hywn of Shins, which your TINE magasine refused se
-J,ﬁ-u-mum—-mm-mmmw
wish anything Sruthful sald about the Chinese Commmisteled guerrillas.
Three different men reviewed my bDook for TIKE, but all were rejected,

I would diemiss this as of no iwmportence had the book been only about
myself, It was not., It was about the Chinese armiess both Communist snd
nationalist,
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m.xmmhnmuu-m*hmm.um
umammummmmummnum. Thereupon
the 1istle dog who had been panting end thwmping his tail in the hepes of
Maﬁ.mmntmmm.hhmhafnmm
& most discouraged expressien on his ugly face. Despite him, I re-resd
these two Bplstles of Iuce to the Americans, then went to the telephone
and sent o velegram to your steff mewder stating that I refused to allow
mum,nmunu,qmcfmmm-u.
In it I stated that I would write my reasons.

The following are my reasons _

umlum“nwﬂmm-m
nwuu,mmu.ummcuw
“dﬁiﬂuumﬁdﬂm“hﬂﬂm
mummuurn-umsagonnmmm
mmxmwz.rm,ummmm
;mummmmmm.-mmmm
mrmm-mum-uhmm.tmmm
forees , M-iippn mmmmmmn,nnmm
this, sed will be forever grateful Yo us.

mm,m.wammuutumnﬂm
mmu-nummuuusmqmmtmm
of Chinese democracy. antﬂummmm'
of propaganda to Américsn resctionaries who heve been willlag te “fromt”
sxxghax for theme This activity has been ascompanied by seeret efforts
et ——e- 10 have & {n iy institubions of the
sountry, dlscharged beowuse they have oritisised Kuomintang resction.
mmmm'mm‘mt-nmmm
mummwu’mw:mmmm
umw:mmwnmmﬂmmm



4th Armies «nd S0 "twrn the Chinese Government over to the Commmnists®,
wumumuu%mmzu—ﬂp The
material for it was fwrnished by Mrs. Y. ¥. Sung, a Chinese wonen on
your staff who has not been in China for many years snd who has never
been within ten thousand miles of the Comsmniste-led armles--or of eny
Chinese Army for thate One of your Ameriocsn oditors aaw tidied this
material inte your TINRE artiele, while you came along in your LIFE
editorinl demanding that we ;ut no strings on war material furnished te
the Fuwomintang Government.

The Chinese wpon whom you hawve depended for your information--
if sueh it may be called--tallmi of our “interference in Chinese
affsira”, though Ly supporting--as we have since 1927--the Momintang
diotatorship we have interfered in Chinese affairs to the never-ending
detriment of the Chinese people, Your Chinese informers do not really
object to American inverference in Chinese affairs. SESocspxsdegumicim
nm-mnmmmmum.um
see nothing wrong with American war materisls, made by the labor of
American wovkers, bDeing diverted te a potential elvil war against the
Chinese Commmmist-led armies. They, like your publisstiens, use the name
of "Ohina", though the clements who pretend to represent "China'e-
acsording %o Lr. Sun Po--represent less than 1 of the Jhinese people,
end s "dictatorship and s tyrammy” that had forgotten
the very meaning and methode of demoeracy.

In your Hov. 15th TIME artiecle, you distorted even the facts
‘-umumm Joseph Stilwell's recall., For instancey

“gemeral Stilwell had long believed that China's war effort
would be reinforeed by bringing the Chinese Commalat ammlies
iate the war Jopane o+ "

Here the Americsn people are feod the "Kuominseng line", mlpty

inferring that the Chinese Communist armies have not been and are net
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fighting the Japanese, Your publications, however, needed only to
mem:mmumMMnm,hmm
mmnuumuntrmmumuyu'm'
the Commwiles armies, How the Japanese stand toward the Communiste -l
e 15w cloarly expressed ths quisling flag of the
puppet Hanking Government, across which these words ave writtens "Chinese
peaple's anti-Commnist Government”,

Take this sentence from your TINE articles
e b 2 e S e S U R

ot only I, Mr, imoe, but meny other Americans have seen the
Bth foute Ammy in action, Within the first three or four menthe of the
war, the Japanese had cleared most of north China »f Ohinese nationslist
m.ucmm&nuuammmn
work as Japanese puppets. It wes under the command of General Vel Li-hwang,
commander of the Shansi that the first three divisions
begen to recapture them from the enauy.To tele the pleco of old officdasls,
whose sdmlnistration had been neteriously corrupt, the Commmnisteled
mmmmmm.mmmmm,
mmmubumtuommmui'&:mm
rogaraless of party or olasss Women were liberated s given suffrage
rights, The Chungking Govermment later tried to send back 1ts own old
stmxmts appolnted officlsls, el the people rejected them,

hhntmhmu-wmnnutm-l
them Gol, Bvans F. Carlson of the U,8.Ms0., and G, Martell Hall, fowmer
mummuwm.rmmm»mm
Route and lived with them for eight monthe, In fsot, one week before
TIME article apreared, an American of authority, returned from the Bth
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Route Army, talied with you for an hour and gave you first-hand
impressions of our correspendents, military emperts, and aviatora,
Dosydte this material, you allowed that TINE artisle to aopear,

Your WE article also steted that "Chunghking's militery
invelligence” hes captured many Cormmnist high e-mmend directives, one
being & plan to capture north Eisngsu Frovince which, you stated, is s
“Uhungking area”,

Fow, the Japunese eaptured Hsuchow, strategle eemter of north
Kiengsu in June, 1938, and established thelir power in stratesis eities and
along all lines of commnication. I was with the New 4th Army, which
operated slong the lower resches of the Yangtse, in fastern Anhwei and

. north Elsngsu Frovinees, for eight months, There was oné small Government

Division of troops in north Kiangsu, commsnded by Genersl Ll Changekieng.
This General was =ble to exist besause he cooperated with the Jepanese via
the puppet troops of Wang Chingewel, the Chinese quisling in Nanking.
Together with the Japanese and the puppets, ho el fousht the Hew 4th
Army. But in early 1940 this dsemmmssd Oenersl went over to the
Japanese hook, line, and sinker, Whan American correspondents asked
about $his in Chwngking, a Jovernment spokesman dared reply that Gemeral
i1 acted from "patriotic movives", and would laber return bo the fold,
Hie has not dene soes HSome thirty other Govermment offlcers fellowed his
"patriotic” example.
Another paragraph in your TIME article stateds
ummm.,mummmmcm.

%"3.5 Cr

mu.mmu-mm Americans who
have been with the Commnisteled armles kmow the facta which you try te

deny. In his book, SmsxSwude China Looks Forward, Dr. Sun Po exposed
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mmmmammmu-mntmwmm
operating with seeret polisical police systems, and “~unded on feudal
landlord tryanny and corruption. mwkmamm'mm
demsevat should Nave eand, L inerisens have Tor years
trisd 5o avaker ,ouweeeeepde.. More recemtly, Dr, Sum spoke in Chungling,
declaring that "sertain pesple” in China not only regard demoeracy as 8
“new~fangled foreign idea", tut are afraid of it", These "sertain people”
inelude,the Party boss, Chen Li-fu, General Ho Ying-ching, the shief-of-
staff, and, whether you wish to recognize 1t or not, Generalissimo Chisng
Hed-shakeTheir four of democracy sccounts for their blockade of the
Commmunlst-led srmies,

Your TINE artiole quoted alleged articles, written by one
alleged Wang shihewel, end published in the Zmanoipation Deily of Yenan,
whieh, your article stabed, were "smugzled" out of Yeman,

The Jmsnoipation Daily is published in thoussnds of coples
and elreuiated over all north China, Communiste themsolves mmggle it
- down into Clungking and into Whe Unlted States. I have copies of this
newspaper, tut have never seen these artiocles, so that 1 am forsed to
believe them febricated by the Chinese Oestapo in Chungking or in Wew York.

However, for the past shree years, the Emancipabion Daily
has carried on a campaign agelnst "buresuscraey, dogmatism and sectarisnism®
within the ranks of the Communist Party and of the noyth China sdministrae
Sion, The Gomunists of China have never clalmed infallabllity, Instead,
they expose weaknesses end feults and try to eradicate them, Would that
the Ruomintang had been so ecoursgecus all these years] Wemld that your
own publications, kr. iuce, were so courageous and homeat}

Any statement that the Chinese Communists “"ignore the people's
welfare” and meglect the slek “who cammot obbtaln a mouthful of soup”,
is & deliberate lie. I worked with the medicsl sewvices of both the Sth
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mnmmm-%muhu“mmamu
umm.myuumnwnmunmjk
China, ﬂmkﬂmmummmuhmﬂm“—
mm.am~mmmmim-nm-mymu
oven knew Wit speciel dies weres ~Thsir wedlosl services were also at the
m-fth-ctvmhmummm in the
um.lnﬂ”.hm““ﬂad‘hhﬂmm:
Mmmmmm,—.wmu&um
Vs

Trus, there were plasces and times, and s5ill are, when these
armies never had snough to eat. They had only twe meals a day, et sen
uutw&untnﬂmm#uxmm
armios also. in the Comwmnlst armics, ofilcers and men shared tho ssme
fo5d, True, they needed Better and more, dmmk, Lut Wemy Souldn’t get it.
But 1t was bad teste, b0 say the least, to complain. Their extensive
m-m.mhnﬂmmum*wpmw
of the war, the reasons and necessity for 1%, and alse the state of the
world. Unlike our own troops when the war begen, they lmew el the
methods and Lldeology of Psscism. Thelr imowledge provided them with what
our Jjohn Brown called "an armor agalnst afflistion”,

Immhmlmummhn-ﬁoh
mnmummunmxmmuxmm
muﬂnhmu;mummmum The ohild
m“mrwmmw.uzmutcx#mzu
tongue hanging ous, vormensed him. Finally he refused, sayinmg T sould
uonm'mmnmmwmhmmmmu
the front®,

u\-mwumm-uunu-mmm

! . M’
£i11 my studie now, ;mummm-&mm%ﬂ
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‘:Mutmmumndrm-nmnﬂuwwh
They, together with a fow of the most sdvanced nationaiist armies,
alone lmew fully the meaning of this mugx war snd the role which they
:-"mmwummmummnm. From the first
day of the wer until the present, they declared thet they were righting
not only for Chinvae,dadaanmoy) but for world democrasy. Thelr
congeption of demeeraay ummumw-mfu«
o it by the moneyed intercsts of thelr own country or ours, They
thought in terms of the entire Chinese people rather tham of a tiny
minority of the rich wnd privileged. Can you, able to vead our oWn
Declaration of Infependence and our Bill of Rights, claim that they
are wrong?

The vegime whiech TINE, LIFE and FPORTUNE has chosen So
champion, is orusbling. Hot until the Japenese were sotually
mn&mmmmmuumhm
woow 72610 o AS55 to the Ghinese demssratic forcese-which inolude
the Commnists. xvgmwmm-nmzumm
It sent 1bs egents to the United States to lie to and depedive the
American publle, snd FmouesepmxkimicomgxExxiism you opened your
publications to them.

That America isz in part responsible for the whole Chinese
debacle goes without saying. Ameriocans who for years wrote the truth
about Chine were defamed as Reds, ldeslists, visionaries and what not,
I am oné of those called "partisen” bescesuse I would not sit gn the fence
and pretond thet Pate oould protect us, or the reglze whish we
eponsered In China, from the consequences of our actions toward 1% or
toward Japsnese imperialism,

I am not rejoifilng that the Chinese Government is falling,
It should have falien yesrs ago to the demooratisc forces of China,
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It would have had our moneyed Interests not supported it in power,
Now the ory goes up that the Chinese Cosmunists will deminate all
Ching and fight the wer, while Amoricsn influence will wane, Let us
thenk God that some Chinese force remsine intaet te fight on, in
cooperstion with us. Ameriecan demeevats will thank God that this
new Ohins, rising in the sshes of the old, will not sell their sountry
to American and British industrialists and financiers.

Within the rsnks of the Chinese nationalist srmies are
mnmdm,-twm. It 12 they
who muet pay for the sins of the ueminteng regime, and those who
oscape death in this debacle will find ways of uniting with other
men like themselves, ineluding the Sssews Communist armies, to
continue the war and to bulld a demooratic Government, That Government
will not be "tetalitarian Commumism" as your TIME article stated,for
that 1s not and never has been the program or purpose of the Chinese L
Congmnists, If we try to destroy this Government,—Skis-mewShise
in order that China may become a puppet state as Greese and Italy ave
British puppets, we may osuse decades of suffering snd bloodshed, but
e will merely end by beecoming the most hated of lmperialisms,

Finlshing Shis leng letter in reply to your short telegram
but in reality in reply to your long and false articles on the Chinese
slbuation, I looking about %o find that little dog that hoped to earn
& dime. e hed vanlshed for, being a dog, he was & realist and perhaps
wens elsewhere. Perhaps he realiszed that I had deolded to remain true
o the dead of China--and above all te the living,.

Yery truly yours,

(Agnes smedley)
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