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AN GPE LETTER TO Mi, HRWRY LvcE 

Deer Mr, imees 

A few days ago, one of your staff nonbers of LIFR wired me to 
send what photographs of the Chinese Gownmist Ameies that I have to 

illustrate 6 forthcoming article on the Chinese Communists. 

eS 2p : : 

ceech: quemmntatcbeh Willis We Oty: tenet, es tee aah MS eehig' te 

concost articles such as appeared in your TINE article on “Chine” on Mov. 

13th, or the editorial in LIFE about the same time, I was willing te send 

photographs and othor material if your forthcoming article were based on 

feet instead of upon the fabricated dope which the Chinese secret political 

police in Chungking and New York are putting out. Consequently, I telephoned 

your staff member who hed wired me, but could learn nothing of the nature of 

the article which ay photographs were t6 L1lustrate. 

For mother brief moment I wae tempted to follow an opportunist 

Line of reesonings i+¢., that if I could get even one ploture with a truthful 

caption,in LIFE, it would be worth walle. Glose upon the heels of this 

thought ceme a Little deg of an ideas 

"after all, I eould earn a dime--and I need a dime." 
Thies Little dog, ite tongue hanging out and its tail waving in 

the air, folloned me to my studie to wateh me clew through photographs and 

other amy material from the Commmisteled armies with which I spent two 

yearses 

As I turned over photographs, my studio became peopled with the 

voices of men with whom I had lived and worked and fought. There was one



yy td “tino 
(ff fo ter 4 amy commander, © former art student in Benkew, whe 
. Coumended &@ plateon of guerrillas that took me through a bleckade system 

of the Japanese into a No-men's land north of Hankew where we tried to be 

among the quick rather than the dead, Before we left, thie young 

Commander spoke to his platoon, sayings 

“We are taking an American friend of China through the enemy 

lines. . « our wounded are ber ehildren. . . showld we be attacked, we 

must die fighting rather than allow her to be wounded or taken captive. « .” 

The chine of the guerrilie soldiers lifted and their eyes 

stered at something fer away which I could not see--perhapes it was the 

faucures i recall the thought that domineted my mind et that moments 

to romain as faithful to them as they were to mes 

Purniny to other photegraphs, I found many of men who have 
Sines been killed in action by the Japanese, Others were of battlefields, 
Snoteclad and dreary, mt others of students singing, othere of children, 

and sone of the wounded when I cared for as best I could. 

There were others of nationalist divisions with which I also 

spent some two years, @ nationalist commander whe killed himself 

rather then be taken captive by the enemy-His volee alee filled my 

studio, saying again snd agein: “fell, your countrymen that we will fight 

te the last drop of our blood." 
I then recalled how I tried to carry out this men's wish in 

my inst Deok, Battle Hymn of Shina, which your TIME magasine refused tr 

even/montion beccuse & Chinese women reactionary on your staff aid not 
wish anything truthful said sbout the Chinese Commmist-led guerrillas. 

Three different men reviewed my book for TIMB, but all were rejected, 

I would dismiss this as of no importance haf the book been only about 

myself, It was not. It was about the Chinese armies» both Communist and 

nationalist.
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Next, I turned aceta to an article on “China* in the Hove 15th 

tusue of TIMR, and to your editorial in LIFE shortly after, Thereupon 

the Lievle dog who had been panting and thumping his teil in 
the hopes of 

earming @ Gime, wes sprawled out on the floor, his eyes 
half-clesed, anc 

@ most Giscouraged expression on his ugly face. Despite him, I re-read 

these two kpistles of Imce to the Americans, then went to the telephone 

ona sent  velegram to your staff mowber stating that I refused te 
allow 

LEPE to use,or even to viewmy photographs of the Chinese Commniste. 

Im it 1 stated that I would write my reasons, 

true ond that Chinese Liberals do not object to fr
iendly American oritioian. 

Since then I sometimes thought of sending you lettere from
 Chinese 

. #ptends in China and the United States, saying t
hat american democrats 

ave playing @ great historical role in the defence of
 Chinese denceratic 

forees . kbar @hina, these letters often state, will n
ever forget 

this, and will be forever grateful to us. 

After May, however, many high Chinese officiate an
d Muomintang 

agents come to this country and began « campaign against Anerican friends 

of Ghinese democracy. They begen to feed a regular "Kuomintang line“ 

of propaganda to Anericsn reactionaries who heve b
een willing to “front” 

suxkaax for thems This activity has boon accom
panied by seoret efforts 

ctumantmemtmmmavenintnimast- vo nave {skin many institutions of the 

country, discharged because they have criticised
 Kuomintang reactions 

thie “Momintang Party line" has charged that Anerioans h
ave been 

interfering in Ghinsse affairs by trying to force th
e Chungking Governnent 

to lift the vleckede against the Chinese Commmist-led 6th Route en
d New
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4th Armies ond to “turn the Chinese Government over te the commmists", 

Your TIME article of the 15th Scéieeeed-thia "Line", tmmumatiiys ‘the 

material for it was furnished by Mrs. ¥. ¥. Sung, a Chinese worsen on 

your staff who has not been in China for many years and who has never 

been within ten thousand miles of the Gonmmnist-led armies--or of any 

Chinese army for that. One of your Ameriean editors aime tidied this 

material inte your TIME article, while you csme along in your LIFE 

editorial demanding that we put no strings on war material furnished te 

the Kuomintang Government. 

The Chinese upon whom you heve depended for your information-~ 

if such it may be called--tallamix of our “Interference in Chinese. 

affairs", though by supporting--ae we have since 1927--the Muomintang 

Gietatorship we have interfered in Chinese affairs to the never-ending 

dstriment of the Chinese people, Your Chinese informers do not really 

object te american interference in Ghinese affaira, sidocteyadkgexkcke 

$m -tasy euteens aap tadertevences Gxts maps then tn pense, ek ay 

se@ nothing wrong with American war materials, mate by the labor of 

American workers, being diverted to a potential elvil war against the 

Chinese Commmist-led armies, They, like your publications, use the neme 

of “Ghina", though the elements who pretend to represent "China*.- 

ecverding to Dr, Sun Po--represent less than 1% of the dhinese people, 

ond & “Gietatership and a tyramy” that had forgotten 

the very meaning and methods of democracy. 

In your ov, 15th TIME article, you distorted even the facts 

‘hat 104 to General Jooeph StAlweli's recall. Por inestenees 

yond be sigtily sedaforaed by bringing the Chinese Oommriat amies 
Here the American people are fed the "Kuomintang Line", alga 

inferring that the Chinese Communist armies have not been and are not
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fighting the Japanese, Your publications, however, needed only to 

read the monitored Japanese vadio dispatches for years,iw which they 

boasted yoar on end of constant fighting in which they had “annihilated” 

the Commmist armies, How the Japanese stand toward the Commntste .—_£ 
it is time clearly expressed the quisling flag of the 

puppet Nanking Government, across which these words are writtens “chinese 

People's anti-Cowmnist Government”. 

Sete an EE 

and entire administration." 

Not only I, My, luce, but many other Americans have seen the 
Sth Route Army in action, Within the first three or four months of the 
Wer, the Japenese hed cleared most of north China of Chinese nationalist 
nnn, Ot UR etatasceremine Hide £10k vite eo eubtente veniteeh % 

work as Japanese puppets, it was under the comand ef General Wel Li-hwang, 

began te recapture them from the enauy.To take the place of old offictels, 

whose administration had been neterlously corrupt, the Comaunisteled 
armies orgacised end armed the people, intredused universal suffrage, 

the cooret ballot, snd held people's clestions in which men,van foi offtee 
regardless of party or class. Women were liberated,amt given suffrage 

rights, The Chungking Government later tried to send back ite ow old 
mtumkats appointed officials, ted the people rejected then, 

Meny foreigners have seen this development james, among 

them Gol. Bvane F. Carlson of the UsS.MeO., and G, Martell Hall, former 
Girector of the National City Benk of Peiping who escaped to the 6th 
Route and lived with them for eight months, In fact, one week before 
TIMB article appeared, an American of authority, returned from the Sth
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Route Army, talked with you for an hour and gave you first-hand 

impressions of our correspondents, military experts, and aviatora. 

Despite thie material, you alkowed that TIME article to appear. 

Your MMH article also stated that “Chungiing's military © 

intelligence" has captured many Commnist high oommand directives, one 

being & plen to capture north Klengsu Province which, you stabed, is = 

“Chungking orea", 

Now, the Japanese captured Hsuchow, strategie center of north 

Kiengsu in June, 1938, and established their power in strategie aities and 

along a1] lines of commmication. I was with the New 4th army, which 

operated slong the lower reaches of the Yengtse, in @astern Anhwei and 

Division of troops in north Kisngsu, commanded by General Li Changekiang. 

This General was able to exist because he cooperated with the Japanese via 

the puppet troops ef Wang Chingewei, the Chinese quisling in Nanking. 

Together with the Japanese and the puppets, he edie fought the New 4th 

Arey. ut in @erly 1940 this Qumemmmmb General went over to the 

Japanese hook, line, and sinker, When American correspondents asked 

sbout this in Chungking, a Government spokeaman dared reply that General 

id acted from "patriotic motives", and would later return te the fold, 

He has not done So, Some thirty other Government officers followed his 

“patriotic” example. 

Another paragraph in your TIME article stated: 

dp ruling bighebenaeaay tn Sracr so sefeguare the asst * 
a in order to safeguard the last 
pe peg d Ta Gnina, was ongaged in"St“teteolared 

1 with ered Someta staat 
This is a new whine in Kuomintang propaganda. Americans who 

have been with the Commnist-led armies mow the facts which you try to 

deny. I his book, ®exxiumsita Ghing Looks Forward, or. Sun Po exposed 

whoce purpose was the spread of
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the totalitarian regime of the Kuominteng as an imitetion sf Pasclam, 

operating With seoret political police systems, and founded on fendal 

domoerat should heve heard, Cacia amet inoricans have for years 
tried to avaken.cumpeopiiay. lore recently, Dr, Gun spoke in Chungking, 

@eclaring that “certain people" in China not only regard democracy as a 

“new-fangled foreign idea", but are efraid of it", These “certain people" 

staff, and, whether you wish to recognize it or not, Generalissime Chiang 

Kel-shek.Their fear of demperacy accounts for their blockade of the 

Goummnisteled armies, 

Your {IMB artiole quoted alleged articles, written by one 

alleged Weng Shih-wei, and published in the Bumetpation Datly of Yenan, 

whieh, your article stated, were “guaggled" out of Yenane 

The Beanoipation Daily in published in thoussnds of copies 

and oiveulated over all north China, Communists themsclves emggle it 

- Gown into Chungking and into the United States. I have copies of this 
newspaper, tut have never seen these articles, so that I am forced to 

believe then fabricated by the Chinese Gestapo in Chmgking or in Hew York. 

However, for the past three years, the Smancipation Dally 
has carried on a campaign against “oureaucracy, dognatiasm and sectariantem” 

within the ranke of the Comamist Party and of the north China afministrae 

tion. The Gowmunists of China have never claimed infallability. Instead, 

they expose wealmesses and faults and try to eradicate them, Would that 

the Kuomintang had been so courageous al} these years] Would that your 

own publications, Mr. lace, were $0 courageous and honeatt 

any statement that the Chinese Communists “ignore the people's 

welfere” and neglect the sick “who cannot obtain a mouthful of soup", 

is a deliberate lie, I worked with the medical services of both the sth
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Rouse and How 4th Armies andy despite their inadegeate medical mypiios 
sat quakidited personnel, they wore superior to any nationaliot army, im 
China, The sick end wounded were given every possible onre and received 
Shree meals @ deyy mid even special dicta “They wre the only armies that 
oven knew what special dtets wore, Tholr medical services were plso at the 
Gieposel of the civilian population, totally without charge, In the 
one year, 1939 alone, two rear hospitals of the Hew 4th army whore 1 
worked, cured for $9,000 civiliens emmy apart from the, sthic and wounded, 
Reem 

Trus, there were places and times, and still are, when these 
armies never had enough to eat. They had only two meals a day; et ten 
and at four--but this was the universal practice of ell the nationalist 
armies alse, in the Communist armies, officers and wen shared the same 
feeds Truc, they needed better and nore, fem, Vub temp couldnt got tt. 
Bat it wae bad taste, to say the least, te complain. Their extensive 
Sdueattonal work, the best of ali armies of ania, ‘tagnt Maas nature 
of the war, the reasons and nevessity for it, and also the state of the 
world. Unlike our own troops when the war began, they lnew amt the 
methods and ideology of Fascism, Their imowledge provided them with what 
our John Brown called “an armor against affiiebtion", 

tT onee tried to agopt a thin Little war-~orphan from the Hew 
4th Army, offered to send him to a school near Chungking and later bring 
him with m@ te Ameries where he gould eat all he nesied, The child nat ovr tie fr one wote sighs, ant t meron w astetog! Sot 
tongue hanging out, tormented hin. Finally he refused, sayitig’T could 
“opt him “after the final victory" becmise "now ali men are needed ot 
the front", 

Wa The voices of such children, and of half a million mens 
f111 my studio now, I've attended their dying and helped vury pypha goa ’
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They Aiea an trey thet itved and fought--withous fear 6¥ Pegres, 
They, together with a fow of the most advanced nationalist armies, 

Signe Imew fully the mesning of this myx war snd the role which they 

mek called upor to play in Chinese and world history, From the first 

day of the wer until the present, they declared thet they were fighting 
not only for Chinese, atsaneey, but for world democracy. ‘Their 

emeeption of demecracy to broader than Sim the interpretation gins 

ta it by the moneyed interests ef their own country or ours. They 

thought in terms of the entire Chinese people rather than of a tiny 

minority of the rich and privileged, Gan you, able to reed our own 

Declaration of Independence and our Bill ef Rights, claim that they 

are wrong? ; 

The vegine which TIME, LIFR and FORTUNE has chosen to 

champion, is orwsbling. Hot until the Japenese were actually 

mesking on/aegée froat does has thie vegine eon'willing te iteben 

tovew yield a AGE to the chinese denceratic forces=-which include 
the Commmists. s0/eeunan oven" ns-Geuntrave Within Sie oun Pélitbs 

It sent its agents to the United States te lie to and degeive the 

American public, and gmuxexgreumckizkautxtaxkiom you opened your 

publications to them, 

That America is in part responsible for the whele Ghinese 

debacle goes without saying. Americans who for years wrote the truth 

about China were defamed as Reds, idealists, visionaries amd what not, 

TI gm one of those called “partisan” because I would not sit an the fence 

and pretend that Pate sould protect us, or the regime which we 

sponsored in China, from the eonsequenses of our actions toward 1% or 

toward Japanese tnporialisn, 

I am not rejoifiing that the Ghinese Government is felling. 

Tt should have falien years ago to the democratic forces of China,
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Ee would have, hed our moneyed interests not supported it in power, 
Now the cry goes up that the Chinsse Coomunists will deminate all 

China and fight the wer, while Amoriean influence will wane, fet us 

thank God that some Chinese force renaine intact te fight on, in 
cooperation with us. Amerlean democrats wil) thank God that this 
new China, rising in the ashes of the old, will not sell their country 

to American and British industrialists and financiers. 

Within the renks of the Chinese nationalist armies are 
hundreds of thousands of honest, asf densoratic patriots, It is they 
who must pay for the eins of the Nuominteng regime, and those who 
escape death in this debacle wili find ways of uniting with other 

men like themselves, including the @héssex Commmist armies, to 

continue the war and to build a ¢enooratic Government, That Gevernment: 
will not be "totalitarian Goummisn" as your TIME article stated,for 

in order that Ghina may become a puppet state as Greece and Italy are 
British puppets, we may cause decades of suffering and bloodshed, but 

te will merely ond by becoming the most hated of imparialisms. 

Winishing this leng letter in reply to your short telegram — 
but in reality in reply to your long and false articles on the Chinese — 
situation, I looking about to find that little deg that hoped to eam 
a dime. He had vanished for, being a dog, he was a realist and perhaps 

Wont eloewhere, Perhaps he realized that I hed decided to remain true — 
to the dead of China--and above all to the living, 

i 

Very truly yours, 

(Ages Smedley)
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