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In the middle 19th Century, Henry Thoreau asked John Brown
to what he attributed his success against the Slavers of Kansas. John

Brown replied:

"My little success, Nr. Thoreau, was not due to any star
or gagic. The enemy crumpled before me because they had no cause, no
armour against affliction. When the time came to die, they did not wish
this to be their last act on earth,®

#rwo years ago in Yenan, the Communist headquarters in

Northwest China, an American correspondent asked General Chu Teh, commander.

inechief of the Communist-comnanded armies, much the same question that

‘%M’"‘ Thoreau asked Jghn Brown, s Chu Tehw ¢
e

E&—lyﬁ‘%;- "Oour war is not enly a war of national liberation. It is

also a war against serfdom, against human slavery. Millions of Chinese
peasants are serfs and slaves,®

"A man who has spent years in this army will have listened
to thousands of reports, attended thousands of conferences and discussion
groups, read hundreds of books, taken part in tens or hundreds of battles.
If, after this, he has not yet learned to drive forward to mEmxkxsxmaw
create a new world, there is something wrong with him, not with our system

of training." ~Z1’
That"system of training® Lﬁ“—-
A
be narrowed down to the three policies for which th Ghinese~Communisis.
wilhd o, . :
have fought 1927
A

senehurigy

l. The liberation of China from foreign control,

2. The completion of the ien revolution--that is, the
ligquidation of feudal or semi-feudal conditions which hold the

Chinese peasant in de-facto serfdom and, often, in slavery.
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3. The completion of the demoeratic revolution.
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When the Communistecommended armies were first organized in 1927,
they had less than 3,000 rifles and almost no ammunition. Unlike the
Kuomintang Mnich was established by a coup d'etat in 1927,
they had no military or financial help from the foreign powers, and
femeed to depend on what they captured from the Kuomintang armies sent teo
exterminate them--armies whose strategy was designed by xkm German Army
officers, many of them Nazis, who were the military advisers to

Generalissimo Chiang.

: Despite heeﬁry odds against them, the Communistecommanded
armies todey total around a million men, while tens of millions of the
common people support them in every possible way. Their success is
still incomplete, but their great achievements we:?e‘ due to the.ir'praetico
of the three principles already men ioned.

bnter Lot %
Into the libverated north, central and eastern China
~end=baitanrhurde th:\y introduced agrarian, industrial and educational
reforms, democratic elections, and civil rights for the people.

Consider also their wer records Apart from their militery

achlevements, made despite

o
blockade intended to destroy them, factSstandp out like ‘ flame' of
firez throughout all the bitter war years, not one Chinese Communist went

over to the Japanese, not one made money out of the war, not one came to
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the United States to live and to speculate in stocks and bonds while their
people fought. Such Communist soldiers as were captured by the Japanese

in battle were either killed outright or sent into slave &abor in Manchuria,
Contrast this with the conduct of Ehimmxm momintangt:::g:x who joined the
Japanese by the hundreds of thousands.

Four days ago the New York Herald-Tribune deplored what it called

the "inept, oppressive, and scandalous™ Chinese official administration
in Shanghai, Formosa, and Manchuria, and added that "the sad truth is that
there are few good administrators in China today.”

‘ I state categorically that there are countless capable,
honest men and women in China but that neither Chiang Kai-shek nor his
Party want them in any official position., Nor am I convinced that the
American authorities in China wish them to hold power either--because
such men cannot be bribed or coerced by American finance-capital ‘which
regards China as its oyster.

In the Communist-protected regions of China alone thdre are
tgnee®s. thousands of honest administrators of #mee, oxperience an+b11:lty.
Though the majority of the_sold:!.ersmwL

Sewadsoebie civilians 1n‘m regions Max‘e peasants and workers,

yet from their ranks also have aris% countles men and women who have

aM» rdns Qu g MJ,.
been educated and rained not only M

b() da {hbq O G hinn Y
3 'the powerful Japanese armies,

Apart from such people there are ﬁi thousands of men and

women of high,educatio%l attainmeztrs in Zﬁbf%uniit-comnded am:l.es,
g ‘ - vl

¥wese come, from poor 1nte_11ectg al femilies, othe s,from wealthy gentry

fami11 e s nharpmm p comfort and privilege to work for the emancipation of

their people. Many were educated in foreign countries, inecluding our own,

{ MJ"‘!‘!’; .
S Spoek English and oShEEs &-’&&m-&,—..
g%ﬁu-u\

onsider, for instance, General Nieh Yung=-chen, member of a

wealthy gentry femily who studied in France. Now in his forties s Nieh
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is an organizer and administrator of true genius, who, with an able
staff, built up one of the nine powerful military-politicale-administrative
bases of resistance in the rear of the Japanese, This base became the
headquarters for hospitals, training xzhmm¥sy schools for officers,
mass organizers and educators, t;(}e Industrial Cooperatives in the north;

JUM
andifgcovermment administration orAZ_liberated ares’.

brilliant young comm nder of the Communist troops in Menchuria has never
ik wan oven Kar-s
" ‘ oday he 1s

to prevent the Kuomintang from

oY g

E_IF&? _!’é’"“d‘n ax ‘*_"“““ ex mg Manchuria und

A
i

omrmun women I will “nention

Deng Ying-chao,

O slegep CIToY

from a north China intellectual farily who has spent 25 years in the Chinese
liberation movement,emé 1s one of the Communist delegates in Chungking.,
Edger Snow, in his book Red Star Over China, stated that

Mao Tze-tung, secretary=-general of the Chinese Communist Party, reminded
him of Lincoln. Now 53, Mao is a peasant who has spent all the years of
his adult 1ife in the liberation strugéle of China and was one of the

organizers of the fidem# Chinese Communist—commemdes Amk;,\wizﬁh a highly

gifted man touched with genius and with a fiercely independent mind.



When HMao arrived in Chungking last August to negotiate with

Chiang Kai-shek for peace and democratic unity, that streak of satire which
always hovers in his mind, must have been aroused, for Chiang once placed

a heavy price on his head. And one of Chiang's Generasls beheaded Mao's
first wife for no other reason than that she was his wife.

' General Chou En=lal, the chief Communist representative in
Chungking throughout the war, is not so much a military man as a scholare
statesman. He comes from an old north Chima official family but, since
1919 has- participated in every Chinese liberation struggle. His broad
culture and lmowled e, his personal charm and disarming frankness, hapl
won ‘L”LTroreign correspondents, American military men, and
the more decent diplomats.

Lastly, I will mention General Chu Teh, commander=in-chief of the
Communi stweermendwd armies who 1? Xk often referred to in our press as a
member of a rich Jmeslsmmer landlord family. Instead, Chu Teh was born into
& poor peasant tenant family, defacto serfs, on the estate of k great
Szechuen 1and.‘:2rd ing, whom the peasants called the King of Hell.

Chu's origin undoubted}'g explains his flerce tenacity, as also
his humble personality. Now 60,

.

5 Jont fle helpe 2 v:rthr w the Mane Dynasty azd L
tebli h&él!: R a T tha‘g de of 03 h1 . 1”"‘&' i mé\'
este 8 e £ ecade oI war=- Slnwc ollowe
. Sertiief ga f hesr

thereafter he &¥ w e M@ intellectual
W ‘“fnmg« e v |
renaissance movement luenced him greatly, and after the first small

[
Communist groups were formed in 1921 he swept all his past 1ife into the

10 s
gutter and went % to study, Mﬂ‘- the first Chinese

A MRV |
Communist Group e= ety




Chu Teh has never deviated from his course sinee the
V7 e beeacn
intellectual renaissance aomemen®- influenced him in 1919, A-I-—u one of

- the founders of the Chinese Communisteoemsendsd srmies,xmfxkxxxhbmEnxihs

Al il
of which he has wmem commander-in-chief to the present day. The doors
A

of official position and wealth were always open to him, but wissm he
rejected themgp Generalissimo Chiang placed a reward of $250,000 on his

head) Chu replied kaxkkixxmffzrximyxmffawrimx by offering $1.00 for

Chiang Kai—eﬁf, dead or alive, However, Chu did not own even a dime at

Wi Le Srredae
the time, for,most of the time he received no wages at all, though in
years of the highest Communist afr‘]\.uenc%t:n his monthly sslary was $7

\ Aaile *

(chinese) dollars a month, ‘ and Sometimes he
: Whs e Cowanedba /
had shelter, but) most of his life has been spent campaigning on the
prkkxxandx highways and byways of his country. I have seen the faces of
his soldlers grow tender at the very mention of his name.

Such are some of the Communist leaders of China today. Some
of them are growing old. That does not matter, for they have trained
thousands of people to step into their places and many younger men and

women have already replaced the older ones, or those who fell in battle.

oY : aoml &, LT gSe G ONm r

“InTtHesNeTeT-yPone ORISR TEWMBN. They have inspired and educated a whole
generation of wim wq& ﬁri on ;ntil the ‘e principles for which
they have fopsht are realized.,\'rhore is still serious trouble in China,
but tm:k end only when the Kuomintang ceases its imzxkrigmes

its
intrigues to prmxxemwxx® preserve Xhmix one- y control of country,

¢ 4
until all political prisoners are released, civil rig}m granted the

"
people, and a xmymwmxmmk democratic government responsible to the people

4 \ § e B ;
is 1ntroduced%“w &Lm‘\; w%iu‘{*'v'ﬁ IMAiidAuind '41
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