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Core Principles 
■■ Protect Shared Revenues. Arizona voters created the Revenue Sharing system through a series of initiatives.  A portion of state-

collected taxes goes back to cities and towns, which keeps taxpayers’ money working in local communities.  Shared Revenue funds essential 
services that residents count on – public safety, streets, parks and libraries—and is crucial to the economic strength of the state.  The League 
and the Legislature must work together to protect Shared Revenue and the local services it provides.

■■ Maintain Local Control. Freedom to make decisions at the local level is the best way that municipalities can fully serve their own 
constituencies.  Because cities and the state work best as partners, the League urges the Legislature to oppose all preemptions and mandates 
that erode local decision-making authority.

Quality Communities
As the level of government closest to the people, cities and towns have the duty to work with their citizens to create high quality, safe places 
for people to live and work. From community improvements to smart growth planning, municipalities perform many roles in fulfilling their 
responsibilities.  The League promotes the following to ensure Arizona is a great place to live:

■■ Trust Land Reform. Allow cities and towns to acquire trust lands for essential public facilities.

■■ Sustainable Energy. Identify energy efficiency and renewable energy as a public benefit that enhances and promotes the health, safety, 
prosperity, and general welfare of the community.  Establish a mechanism for the creation of a sustainable energy financing district authority.

■■ Physician Retention. Reduce obstacles to medical practice in Arizona and address any major issues that affect a physician’s decision 
to locate or remain in Arizona.

■■ State Liquor Laws. Give greater consideration to city recommendations on proposed liquor licenses to the State Liquor Board.  
Allow cities and towns to promulgate and enforce public intoxication laws. 

■■ Emergency Ambulance Service. Issue a Certificate of Necessity (CON) to any city or town that has the ability to provide such 
services to persons in their jurisdiction.

■■ Transportation. Identify a permanent, designated funding source, without impacting State Shared Revenues, to support the 
development and operation of a comprehensive multi-modal public transportation program.

Federal Relations
The League asks the Arizona Congressional Delegation to oppose federal legislation that would mandate local governments provide collective 
bargaining rights to employees.



Questions? Call 602-258-5786

Fiscal Responsibility
Cities and towns play a vital role in the state’s economy as home to the vast majority of income production in Arizona.  It is imperative that state 
policy makers understand how crucial municipalities are to the entire state’s well-being, and support policies that augment municipal strength.  The 
League encourages the Legislature to keep Arizona’s cities and towns fiscally sound by implementing these ideas:

■■ Economic Development. Support retention of existing economic development tools and programs.  Provide access to new tools for 
cities to help them remain competitive nationally and internationally—tools that will also strengthen the state’s economy.

■■ Publications. Permit cities and towns to publish statutorily-mandated publications on an official website.

■■ Flexibility. Allow greater flexibility in annexing county islands. 

■■ Growth. Support the rights of cities and towns to manage development fees for infrastructure. 

■■ Dedicated Funds. Restore funding from Lottery proceeds to the Local Transportation Assistance Funds and the Arizona State Parks 
Board Heritage Fund. 

■■ Local Authority. Protect and defend the Model City Tax Code.  Ensure the rights of cities to self-collect transaction privilege tax or 
engage a private third party.

Looking Ahead
The League believes that there are certain other additional areas of state law that need to be reviewed and possibly reformed.

■■ Tax structure. Arizona’s tax system is described by many as outdated, cumbersome and unfair.  It is time to take a serious look at 
our tax structures, bearing in mind that any reform needs to adhere to the principles of simplicity, fairness and balance.  Any reforms should 
not impair the shared revenue system or the ability of cities and towns to implement local tax systems that reflect their own local priorities.

■■ Incorporation. The League recommends that a work group be created to examine the incorporation statutes in Arizona and other 
states and develop a set of recommended reforms and updates to the Arizona Revised Statutes.

■■ Political signs. The League proposes that some degree of uniformity regarding the size of signs, their placement in public rights-of-
way and enforcement policies be developed through a collaborative stakeholder process resulting in the development of a model ordinance 
that can be implemented by cities and towns across the state without the need for state legislation.

■■ Transparency. The League has worked with many parties on recent legislative efforts at transparency in government.  Before the 
implementation of these new statutes, we believe there should be agreement on the level of detail of reporting, the ability to make such 
information available on a website, and a balance struck between the benefits to the citizens of such an investment versus its cost.
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Doris Goodale, Nancy McLain
Bullhead City, Colorado City, Fredonia, 
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Judy Burges, Jack Harper
Buckeye, Dewey-Humboldt, Glendale, 
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Brenda Barton, Chester Crandell
Clifton, Duncan, Eagar, Globe, 
Holbrook, Miami, Payson, Pima, 
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Phoenix
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Carefree, Cave Creek, Phoenix, 
Scottsdale
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Leah Landrum Taylor
Ruben Gallego, Catherine Miranda
Guadalupe, Phoenix
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Kyrsten Sinema
Lela Alston, Katie Hobbs
Phoenix

15
S

R

M

Robert Meza
Chad Campbell, Debbie McCune Davis
Glendale, Phoenix
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Steve Gallardo
Richard Miranda, Anna Tovar
Avondale, Glendale, Phoenix, Tolleson
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John McComish
Jeff Dial, Bob Robson
Chandler, Phoenix, Tempe
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Steve Yarbrough
Tom Forese, J.D. Mesnard
Chandler, Mesa, Queen Creek
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Steve Smith	
John Filmore, Frank Pratt
Apache Junction, Avondale, Casa Grande, 
Coolidge, Eloy, Florence, Hayden, Kearny, 
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Benson, Bisbee, Buckeye, Douglas, Gila 
Bend, Huachuca City, Marana, Nogales, 
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Marana, Oro Valley, Tucson
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Tucson
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Tucson
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Linda Lopez
Matt Heinz, Daniel Patterson
South Tucson, Tucson
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David Gowan, Ted Vogt
Patagonia, Sahuarita, Sierra Vista, Tucson
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